


TOV EAE LETTE BP 


pe ore gs 


Sige ARSE RTT SER CIE 





ligt gy aati ireite pipppiee 


Photo Credit: Zev Fisher 





IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 


Emergencies 


Regular Business 


AMBULANCE 911 781-784-1522 
POLICE DEPT. 911 781-784-1587 
FIRE DEPT. 911 781-781-1522 
CIVIL DEFENSE 781-784-563 1 

HIGHWAY, WATER 

Weekdays 781-784-1525 

Nights, Weekends 781-784-1587 

Holidays 


FOR INFORMATION ON 


Aging, Programs for 


Community Center 


784-8000 


Assessments Assessors 784-1500 ext. 207 
Birth Certificates Town Clerk 784-1500 ext. 201 
Building Permits Building Inspector 784-1529 
Conservation Conservation Commission 784-1511 
Death Certificates Town Clerk 784-1500 ext. 201 
Dog Licenses Town Clerk 784-1500 ext. 201 
Elections Town Clerk 784-1500 ext. 201 
Engineering Engineer 784-1525 
Refuse Collection DPW 784-1525 
Housing, Elderly Hixson Farm Complex 784-2733 


Marriage Certificates Town Clerk 784-1500 ext. 201 
Medicaid/Transitional Asst. State Welfare 1-800-249-2007 
Mortgages, Chattel Town Clerk 784-1500 ext. 201 
Mosquito Control Norfolk County Control 781-762-3681 
Recreation Community Center 784-1530 
Schools Superintendent’s Office 784-1570 
Selectmen Office 784-1500 ext. 208 
Self-Help Brockton Office 508-588-5440 
Snow Removal DPW 784-1525 
Streets DPW 784-1525 
Tax Assessments Assessors 784-1500 ext. 201 
Taxes, Collection Tax Collector 784-1500 ext. 200 
Trees DPW 784-1525 
Voting & Registration Town Clerk 784-1500 ext. 201 
Water DPW 784-1525 
Welfare/Transitional Asst. State Welfare 1-800-249-2007 
Wiring Wiring Inspector 784-1525 
Zoning Building Inspector 784-1529 


CITIZENS INFORMATION SERVICE 1-800-392-6090 
Citizens Information Service, a division of the Dept. of Sec. of State, 
is an information and referral agency on all 
aspects of state government. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


John Lowden 
1929 — 2007 


For His 33 Years of Dedicated 


Service to the Town of Sharon 
Department of Public Works 

















Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


https://archive.org/details/annualreportofci200/shar 


SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION 
January 23, 2007 


Pursuant to the provisions of the Warrant of December 5, 2006, the 
inhabitants of the Town of Sharon qualified to vote in elections, met in the Sharon 
High School Gymnasium at 7:00 A.M., Tuesday, January 23, 2007. The warden 
for the election was Lynne M. Callanan. The wardens for Precincts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 
5 were named as follows: Pat Zlotin, Barbara Testa, Marilyn Lamb, Shirley 
Schofield, Susan Slater. The meeting was called to order by Marlene B. Chused, 
Town Clerk, who read the call and return of the warrant. Clerks and workers 
were: Lorraine Forman, Jini Karelitz, Terri Spevock, Pat Walker, Carol 
Tomasello, Carol Brown, Lori Small, Bobby Hall, Dorothy Kaufman, Ruth 
Grandberg, Trudy Leonard, Joel Alpert, Mildred Worthley, Marcia Shapiro, Herb 
Pozner, Hy Lamb, Mort Kaufman, Jim Testa, Barry Zlotin, Ilan Fisher, Phill 
Chapman. The ballot boxes were locked and the keys delivered to Officer of the 
day, Michael Hocking. All election officers were sworn. 


At 8:02 P.M. the polls were declared closed. Total votes were as follows: 
Precinct | - 327; Precinct 2 - 348; Precinct 3 - 486; Precinct 4 - 283; Precinct 5 - 
299. Total votes cast — 1,743. Absentee ballots cast - 50. The ballots were 
canvassed according to the law by an OPTECH III-P Eagle Ballot Tabulator. 
Results were transcribed on summary sheets and declaration was made by Town 
Clerk Marlene B. Chused at 8:08 P.M. as follows: 


QUESTION NO. 1 

Shall the Town of Sharon be allowed to exempt from the provisions of 
proposition two and one half so called the amounts required to pay for the 
bond issued in order to purchase in the name of the Town for general 
municipal purposes, conservation purposes and/or school purposes, the fee in 
portions of the following parcels of land: 


The parcels of land in Sharon, Massachusetts, identified as (1) 161 
Lakeview Street, consisting of 46.7 acres and shown as Parcel ‘B’ 
‘remaining land of Horizons for Youth’ on a plan entitled ‘A 
preliminary subdivision plan in Sharon’ dated July 1, 1998 and (2) 
229 Lakeview Street, consisting of 10.00 acres and shown on said 
plan as Parcel ‘C’ “Other land of Horizons for Youth.” The parcels 
are also identified on the Town of Sharon Assessors Map as Parcels 
41/34 and 41/1 respectively, or as the same may be more particularly 
described. 


Such property is also generally shown on a GIS map on file with the 
Town Clerk and a copy of the above referenced plan is on file with 
the Town Clerk and is entitled ‘Horizons for Youth, Proposed 
Acquisition — November 7, 2006’, and consists of the land outlined in 
red on said plan excluding that parcel outlined and hatched in blue 


and identified as ‘proposed recreation land’ and also excludes those 
three parcels outlined and hatched in yellow identified as ‘proposed 
open space.’ 


_ PRECINCT aedbieds C20 when ga Me enh S ont} sRORATE 
YES me QPSth n282n ATOM ohn 14: pwod Abt 
NO IS ES 2shumGOyeeG? 6200.5 185e 332 
Blanks | 0. 0 | 0 0 | 0- 0. 
TOTAL | 327] 348| 486 | 283 | 299 1,743 


Total Registered Voters: 11,495 
Percent Voting: 15% 
Absentee: 50 

Total votes Cast: 1,743 


SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
MARCH 12, 2007 


Pursuant to the provisions of the warrant of February 13, 2007 the 
inhabitants of the Town of Sharon qualified to vote in town affairs met at the 
Arthur E. Collins Auditorium at 7:00 P.M. 


The meeting was called to order by Moderator Paul E. Bouton. The 
Moderator said that in the absence of any objection he would assume that there 
was unanimous consent to waive the reading of the call and return of the warrant 
by Town Clerk Marlene B. Chused. There was no objection to this request. 


The Moderator stated that he is a partner in a law firm representing one of 
the owners of property involved in this Special Town Meeting. Therefore, he was 
recusing himself from this Special Town Meeting and would like to have Valerie 
White serve as Assistant Moderator. Her appointment will end when this Special 
Town Meeting is dissolved. Mr. Bouton said that in the absence of any objection 
he would assume that this Special Town Meeting has elected her. There was no 
objection to this appointment. 


Valerie White was sworn in by Town Clerk Marlene B. Chused, as 
Assistant Moderator and presided in the Auditorium of the Sharon High School. 
Ms. White appointed Pat Zlotin, Colleen Tuck and Irving Post as Assistant 
Moderators in the Gymnasium, Cafeteria and Library. 


The Moderator said that in the absence of any objection she would assume 
there was unanimous consent to allow the following non-voters to address the 
meeting: Dick Gelerman, Mark Mazur, Rob Uyttebroek, Eric Hooper, Peter 
O’Cain, Dennis Mann, Norma Fitzgerald, Claire Jackson, Greg Meister, Marshall 
Bradstreet, Ken Caputo, Steve Campbell, Michael Intoccia, Dean Stratouly, Liam 
Patterson, Corrine Morahan, Richard Rudman and Michael Wang. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That whenever at this Town meeting a majority or 
two thirds vote is required by statute, by-law or rule of procedure, a count need 
not be taken, or recorded by the clerk, but may be publicly declared by the 
moderator. If a vote so declared is immediately questioned by seven or more 
voters, the count shall be taken, and the vote shall be recorded by the clerk; 
provided, however, that if the vote is unanimous, a count need not be taken and 
the clerk shall record the vote as unanimous. 


ARTICLE 1. 


MOVED: That the Town vote to amend the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of 
Sharon, Massachusetts dated June 2005 exactly as printed in the handout entitled 
"BUSINESS DISTRICT D, AMENDED: MARCH 12, 2007 PROPONENT: 
board of selectmen", a copy of which is attached to this motion and copies of 
which have been provided to all persons attending this Special Town Meeting. 


That the Town vote to Amend the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Sharon, 


Massachusetts dated June 2005 as follows: 


Amend Section 2110 
Amend Section “2110. Districts” by inserting after the phrase “Business Districts 
C”, the phrase “Business Districts D” 


Replace Section 2213 
Delete Section “2213. Site Plan Approval in Business A and C Districts” and 
replace it with the following: 


2213. Site Plan Approval in Certain Business Districts. New construction, 
addition, exterior alterations or changes of use in Business Districts A, C, and D 
require Site Plan approval as provided in Sections 6320 and 6330. In addition, the 
aforesaid activities may also require Site Plan approval pursuant to Section 
G325C- 


Replace Section 2320 
Delete Section “2320. Business Districts” and replace it with the following: 


2320. Business Districts. 


2321. Permitted Residential Uses: 
In Business Districts A, B, and C, residence for one or two families. 


2322. Permitted Community Service Uses: 


Municipal building, religious or educational uses non-profit civic or religious 
service organizations. 


Post office; telephone exchange, provided that there is no service yard or garage. 


Religious or educational purposes on land owned or leased by a public body, 
religious sect or denomination, or non-profit educational corporation in 
accordance with subjects which zoning may not regulate in accordance with MGL 
Ch. 40A § 3. 


2323. Permitted Commercial Uses: 


The following uses are permitted subject to the building floor area limitations, 
parking space thresholds, and performance criteria set forth herein. The uses 
enumerated hereinafter are permitted provided that (1) the building size does not 
exceed sixty thousand (60,000) sq. ft. of gross floor area in Business Districts A, 
B, and C and does not exceed the building floor area limits established for 
Business District D, (2) that the total number of parking spaces in Business 
Districts A, B, and C does not exceed one hundred fifty (150), and (3) that uses in 
Business District D comply with the requirements of Sections 2327, 2328, and 
2329. 


Business or professional office; bank; medical or dental clinic for out-patients. 


Retail stores. 

Business services related to the type of business permitted in this district, such as 
duplication services, newspaper printing, medical or dental laboratories. 

In Business District B only, workshops of the following: carpenters, plumbers, or 
similar artisans primarily working on fixed household installations or cars. 


In Business Districts A, B and C, other craftsmen’s shops for the fabrication, 
alteration or maintenance of hand-portable goods and household furnishings, such 
as cabinet makers, upholsterers, etc., to be delivered on the premises, and further 
provided as follows: 


(1) that at least twenty-five (25) percent of the floor area of such a permitted 
shop is devoted to retail sales; 


(2) that all such work is done directly for the ultimate consumer; 
(3) that no motor in excess of ten (10) horsepower is used. 


Places for the preparation and serving of food, provided all customers on the 
premises are seated at tables or counters. 


Preparation and retail sale on the premises of food to be consumed off the 
premises. 


Personal services, such as daycare, barber, beauty shop, health or fitness club, 
photographer, shoe repair, tailor and funeral parlors. 


In Business District A and Business District B only, cleaners, laundries, 
laundromats, including processing on the premises, provided all such work is 
done directly for the consumer visiting those premises and provided further that 
methods of disposal of liquid or gaseous wastes are approved by the Board of 
Health. 


In Business District D, the following: 


(1) Multiple free standing buildings on a single lot accommodating multiple 
principal uses permitted under Sections 2322, 2323, 2325, and 2326 provided that 
they comply with the objectives and requirements of Business District D as set 
forth in Section 2327 and with the limitations of 2466. 


(2) Theatre and multi-screen movie complex. 
(33) Hotel. 
(4) Illumination of parking areas pursuant to 2328. 


2324. Other Permitted Principal Uses: 
Agriculture, horticulture or floriculture on parcels of more than five (5) acres. 


2325. Permitted Accessory Uses: 


Such accessory purposes as are customarily incident and subordinate to the 
foregoing purposes, but not including: 

In Business Districts A, B, and C, outdoor storage or display of parts, materials or 
inventory. 


Enclosed storage of parts, materials or inventory in excess of the amounts 
reasonably required for work to be done on the premises or goods to be delivered 
on the premises. 


Drive-in services serving the customer while seated in a car, except for drive-in 
bank teller windows as authorized above. 
Vending machines, unless placed within a building or a parking lot. 


2326. Uses and Accessory Uses Allowed on Special Permit from the Board 
of Appeals. 


Buildings with gross floor area exceeding sixty thousand (60,000) sq. ft. 


In Business Districts A, B, and C, parking facilities exceeding one hundred fifty 
(150) parking spaces. 


In Business Districts A, B, and C, theatre, hall or other place of indoor or outdoor 
amusement. 


Clubs operated as a business. 


In Business Districts A, B and C, apartments over non-residential establishments 
as provided in Section 4230. 


Drive-in windows for banks. 


In Business Districts A, B, and C, illumination of parking areas, or of other 
outdoor areas used at night, such as a skating rink, or of the exterior of buildings 
provided that all such illumination shall be shielded so as not to shine upon any 
property in a residence district. 


Accessory scientific use provided that the Board of Appeals finds that the 
proposed accessory use does not substantially derogate from the public good. 


Religious or educational purposes other than those specified by Subparagraph 
eae 2 


In Business District B only, the following: 
(1) Gasoline service station; automobile display room. 


(2) Outdoor storage and display of goods for sale, whether as a principal or 
accessory use, but not including second-hand goods or parts, nor bulk goods such 
as lumber or gravel, provided all outdoor storage and display is screened from 
side and rear lot lines in the manner described in Subparagraph 3117. 

(3) Storage buildings for goods to be repaired or sold at retail directly to the 
consumer or temporarily stored for the consumer. 


In Business C only, artist’s studio or art gallery. 
Natural gas custody transfer facilities or gate stations as provided in Section 4700. 


2327. Business District D Requirements 


The objective of Business District D is to promote lifestyle center development 
accommodating retail, office and other uses within free-standing structures 
reflective of traditional New England architectural style in locations where a large 
development area is available with suitable access to Interstate 95, impacts to 
neighboring residential areas can be minimized, and adverse traffic and 
environmental impacts can be mitigated. In connection with the creation of the 
Business District D and the addition of any land to the Business District D, the 
Board of Selectmen shall be authorized and directed to seek agreement from the 
owners of land located in the Business District D concerning public benefits to be 
provided in connection with proposed development, including without limitation 
the gift or dedication of land for conservation, education, flood prevention, 
recreation, water supply, or other public purposes._ 


All uses and accessory uses permitted or allowed by Special Permit must conform 
to the objective of the District. 


Free standing structures shall be separated by driveways or pedestrian ways. The 
mass of structures and their architectural style in terms of sloped roofs, 
fenestration, materials, colors, finishes, lighting, and the style of public amenities 
such as benches and waste receptacles shall reflect New England’s architectural 
heritage. Architectural features shall be designed to distinguish individual retail 
spaces within multi tenant buildings allowing users to distinguish the portion of 
the building utilized by individual retailers from outside the building. Nearby 
buildings shall have distinct but harmonious architectural elements. Buildings 
shall be grouped creating a density of small stores supporting pedestrian traffic. 
There shall be one or more public spaces with landscaping, hardscape, benches, 
and other amenities having the appearance of a plaza, a New England village 
green, or vest pocket parks along a streetscape. 


2328. Business District D Design Requirements 


Within Business District D, all uses shall comply with the design standards listed 
herein. All such standards may be waived as part of the Site Plan Review process. 


All buildings shall be “four sided’, i.e. finished on all sides with comparable 
architectural details and finishes. Loading areas and rooftop equipment shall be 
neatly organized and thoroughly shielded. 


Buildings shall be energy efficient and shall incorporate energy saving devices. 


Buildings including small stores shall be laid out within groups the maximum 
separation between buildings shall be one-hundred (100) feet in order to promote 
a density of small stores supporting pedestrian traffic. Where more than one 
group of buildings is located on a lot, the separation between groups shall be 
sufficient to provide distinct separation and shall include a vegetated planting 
strip of the maximum practicable width. Design of grading, plantings, and access 
shall achieve full visual separation between groups of buildings. 


The public open space shall have an aggregate area equal to 5 percent of the floor 
area of the on-site buildings. Open spaces shall have landscaping, hardscape, 
benches, and other amenities. Turf areas shall be irrigated; however, potable 
water from the Sharon water system shall not be used for irrigation. Hardscape 
shall consist of cement concrete, brick, granite block, cobblestone, or stone 
pavers. Stone or stone veneer shall be used for walls. Curbing surrounding the 
open space shall be vertical granite curb Type VA4. One tree shall be provided 
for each fifteen hundred (1,500) sq. ft. of area. Shade trees shall have a minimum 
caliper of three and one-half (3'2) inches and coniferous trees shall have a 
minimum height of ten to twelve (10 to 12) feet at the time of planting. Plant 
materials shall be native species where practicable and shall include street trees 
listed in the Rules and Regulations of the Sharon Planning Board. Pesticides and 


herbicides shall not be used for landscape maintenance. Pedestrian scale lighting 
shall be provided to allow full use of the open space at night. 


Buildings separated by one-hundred (100) feet or less shall have distinct but 
harmonious architectural elements. No two such buildings shall be identical with 
respect to more than 3 of the following: (1) eave height, (2) length of facade, (3) 
roof pitch, (4) exterior finish material, (5) exterior color, and (6) door and 
window locations. 


All freestanding buildings shall be separated by pedestrian ways or driveways 
similar in character to village streets. 


Pedestrian ways separating buildings shall have a minimum width of twenty (20) 
feet. Paving shall be cement concrete, brick, granite block, cobblestone, or stone 
pavers. A minimum of one shade tree shall be planted for each fifteen hundred 
(1,500) sq. ft. of area within the pedestrian way. Where required by code or 
recommended by the Fire Department, vehicle access shall be provided along 
pedestrian ways. Street furnishings including benches, trash receptacles shall be 
provided along pedestrian ways. 


Driveways separating buildings shall have a minimum width of forty-eight (48) 
feet, and shall provide two twelve (12) foot wide traveled ways, one eight (8) foot 
wide parking lane, and two eight (8) foot wide sidewalks. At least forty (40) 
percent of retail stores shall face and have access to driveways. The driveways 
shall accommodate vehicular traffic and parking and shall be designed with cross 
sections, geometry, and traffic calming measures sufficient to ensure that vehicles 
operate at low speed and that pedestrian access dominates vehicle use. 

Driveways shall have a cross section comparable to a village street with a 
separate traveled ways for vehicles that is edged with vertical granite curbing. 
Parking shall be provided along one or both sides of these driveways. Sidewalks 
shall be provided along both sides of driveways, shall have a minimum width of 
eight (8) feet, and shall be surfaced with cement concrete, paving brick, or pavers. 
Parallel parking shall be accommodated on at least one side of driveways. 


Parking areas shall be laid out in separate fields with an average size of one- 
hundred twenty (120) parking spaces and with a maximum size of two-hundred 
forty (240) parking spaces. Discrete parking fields shall be separated by 
landscaped areas and shall use grading, layout and other design features to 
provide visually distinct parking fields. Large unbroken and monotonous parking 
areas shall be avoided. Parking shall be setback a minimum of twenty (20) feet 
from property lines, forty (40) feet from on-site building entrances, fifteen (15) 
feet from on-site building walls not providing entrances to the general public, and 
seventy-five (75) feet from residential lot lines. 


Site lighting shall be designed with lower illumination levels consistent with 
IESNA recommended practice. Light trespass shall be limited to 0.5 foot candles 
at the property line and there shall be no point sources of light visible from 


adjacent streets and properties. Pole heights shall be limited to twenty-four (24) 
feet in parking areas and to sixteen (16) feet within fifty (50) feet of on-site 
buildings. Pole height within 500 feet of Route I-95 may be increased to 34 feet 
provided they are not visible from any residence. All lighting fixtures shall be 
dark skies compliant and shall limit upward projecting light. 


Parking area pavements shall be a three and one-half (3'2) inch thick bituminous 
concrete pavement with a twelve (12) inch thick gravel base. Heavy duty 
pavement shall be a five (5) inch thick bituminous concrete pavement with a 
twelve (12) inch gravel base. Heavy duty pavement shall be used in all loading 
areas and along truck access routes and at principal parking lot drives. Curbing 
shall be vertical granite type VA4 within one-hundred (100) feet of buildings and 
vertical granite or precast concrete curb elsewhere. 


On-site wastewater treatment plants require adequate funding mechanisms to 
provide for proper operation and maintenance and for monitoring and testing of 
the on-site wastewater treatment plant by the Town consistent with the 
requirements of the Board of Health. Any on-site sanitary sewers shall be subject 
to on going requirements for leak detection and repair. Buildings shall 
incorporate water conservation devices including low flow plumbing fixtures 
including ultra low flow toilets. 


Runoff from pedestrian areas, landscape areas, and low volume vehicular areas 
shall be accommodated using low impact design principals where practicable 
including pervious pavements, rain gardens, and other proven methods. 


2329. Business District D Performance Standards 


Within Business District D, all uses shall comply with the following performance 
standards listed herein. All such standards may be waived as part of the Site Plan 
Review process. Performance standards shall be evaluated for the Build Plus 5 
Year Case as defined in 6327b. 


All roadways within 3,000 feet of the project site accommodating more than two- 
hundred (200) vehicle trips per hour generated by sites in the Business District D 
shall be improved to Collector Street Standards as set forth in the Land 
Subdivision Rules and Regulations of the Sharon Planning Board. 
Reconstruction within public ways shall be subject to approval by the Board of 
Selectmen acting as Street Commissioners. Approval by majority vote of the 
Board of Selectmen is required for a Concept Plan Submission, a 25 Percent 
Design Submission and a 100 Percent Design Submission. The content of the 25 
Percent Design Submission and the 100 Percent Design Submission shall 
conform to MassHighway requirements. 


No off-site signalized intersection within the Traffic Study Area shall operate 
below level-of-service D (LOS D) under the Build Plus 5 Year Case as set forth 
in as defined in 6327b. The proponent shall provide intersection betterments 


including geometric and traffic control improvements for all intersections in the 
Traffic Study Area where “Warranted” to achieve LOS D. For unsignalized 
intersections not meeting MUTCD Warrants or where signalization is not 
permitted by the Town or agencies having jurisdiction, geometric, pavement 
marking, and signage improvements shall be provided to mitigate traffic impacts. 
On-site wastewater generation exceeding six (6) gallons per day per one-thousand 
(1,000) sq. ft. of lot area and on-site wastewater treatment plants treating 
domestic wastewater are only permitted pursuant to issuance of a Groundwater 
Discharge Permit by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
and a Treatment Works Construction Permit by the Sharon Board of Health. 
Within Aquifer Protection Districts groundwater shall meet or exceed 
Massachusetts Drinking Water Standards at the property line. 


Rooftop mechanical equipment shall be visually screened and acoustically 
buffered. Build Case day-night average sound levels caused by rooftop 
equipment shall not exceed fifty-five decibels (55 dBs) at the property line. 


Replace Section 2460 
Delete Section “2460. Business and Professional District Requirements” and 
replace it with the following: 


2460. Business Districts and Professional District Requirements. 

2461. Minimum Lot Area: 

Business Districts A, B, and C Ten thousand (10,000) sq. ft.for two-family 
residential use Eight thousand (8,000) sq. ft. for all other uses 

Business District D - Fifty-three (53) acres 

Professional District - Twenty thousand (20,000) sq. ft. 


2462. Minimum Lot Frontage and Width: Lot width for two-family uses 
eighty (80) feet. Lot width for all other uses shall be as specified in Section 2412. 


Frontage for residential uses seventy (70) feet 


Frontage for all other uses: 
Business Districts A, B, and C - Seventy (70) feet 
Business District D - One-thousand (1,000) feet 


Professional District - Seventy (70) feet 


2463. Lot Coverage and Open Space: 
Maximum lot coverage: 


In Business Districts A and C: - As determined during site plan approval. 


In Business District B: - Forty (40) percent for residential uses. 
Twenty (20) percent for all other uses. 

In Business District D - Twenty (20) percent excluding parking decks 
In Professional Districts: N/A 


Minimum Landscaped Open Space Coverage including Natural Vegetation 
Areas: 


Business Districts A and C: - Thirty (30) percent 
Business District B - N/A 

Business District D - Thirty-five (35) percent 
Professional District - N/A 


Landscape and Other Requirements: 


(1) Landscape Area Reduction: In Business Districts A and C the total 
landscaped area including landscaping, screening, pedestrian ways and areas, and 
bike pathways, may be reduced during site plan review to not less than fifteen 
(15) percent of the total lot area provided in landscaping, screening, and 
pedestrian and bike amenities. In approving any reduction, the Board shall 
determine that the proposed amenities or facilities provide for the public benefit 
or convenience. The following are typical improvements which shall be deemed 
as public benefits or convenience in the Business Districts A, and C. 


(2) Street Plantings: In Business Districts A, C, and D, plantings are required 
along the entire street frontage for non-residential uses, except at drives, and 
except where neither a street setback nor a buffer zone is required. The required 
plantings should generally be located between the street and the build-to line. 


(3) Curb Cuts: Consolidation of curb cuts, either on a single lot or between 
abutting lots resulting in better traffic circulation and improved traffic safety. 


(4) Parking Area Plantings: In Business Districts A, C, and D, landscaping 
meeting the parking lot standards shall be provided. Trees and soil plots shall be 
so located as to provide visual relief and wind interruption within the parking 
area, and to assure safe patterns for internal circulation. 


(5) Screening: Dumpsters, refuse areas, and loading bays should be screened 
from the street and the adjacent businesses. Plantings should be supplemented by 
an opaque fence or wall at least six (6’) feet tall. 


(6) Septic System: The installation of an enhanced treatment capability or 
the provision by the petitioner of easements and agreements required in order to 


establish a shared septic system with enhanced treatment capability. 
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(7) Building and Facade Design: The building should be compatible with the 
promotion of architecture as described in the Design Guidelines for the Town 
Center Business District. 


2464. Building Location: 


Minimum front setback from street sideline: 
Business Districts A and C - As provided below 
Business District B - Ten (10) Feet 
Business District D - Ten (10) feet from the sideline of 
Route I-95 and fifty (50) feet from 
Old Post Road. 
One hundred (100) feet from all 
other streets 
Professional District N/A 
Within Business A and C Districts, a streetwall is defined through the setbacks of 
structures formed by the build-to line. No building should provide a front setback 
larger than the average of the front setbacks on lots abutting on either side, with a 
vacant lot (or a lot having no building within three hundred (300) feet from the 


building in question), or an intersection street being counted as though occupied 
by a building providing that required setback. 


In Business Districts A, B, and C, this required setback may only be used for 
landscaping, public seating, circulation, signage and drives. The Board of 
Appeals can, subject to Special Permit, waive the requirement for a build-to line 
if this is necessary to provide public area for pedestrian circulation and seating, 
and to ensure that criteria for site design as identified in the “Design Guidelines 
for the Town Center Business District” are achieved. 
Minimum setback from side or rear lot lines: 

Business Districts A, B, and C: 

Twenty (20) feet from lot lines in any Residence District 

Ten (10) feet from all other lot lines 

Business District D: 

One-hundred (100) feet (setbacks from Route I-95 are 

considered as front setbacks as set forth above) 


Professional District: 


Twenty (20) feet from lot lines in any Residence District 
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Ten (10) feet from all other lot lines 


In Business Districts A and C and in Professional Districts, no setback is required 
where two buildings are separated by a fire wall meeting the requirements of the 
Massachusetts State Building Code. 


In Business Districts A and C and in Professional Districts, minimum separation 
between buildings on the same lot is ten (10) feet, except no separation is required 
where two buildings are separated by a fire wall meeting the requirements of the 
Massachusetts State Building Code. 


In Business District D, separation between buildings on the same lot shall 
conform to the requirements set forth herein. 


(1) Buildings shall be laid out in pedestrian scale groups and the minimum 
separation between groups of buildings shall be maximized to the extent 
practicable. 


(2) Within a group of buildings, minimum building separation: twenty (20) 
feet Within a group of buildings, maximum building separation: one-hundred 
(100) feet 


2465. Maximum Building Height: 


Building height shall be as defined in the Massachusetts Building Code. 
Residential uses in Business Districts and Professional District shall not exceed 
three (3) stories or forty (40) feet. All other uses shall not exceed the following 
limits: 


Professional District: three (3) stories or forty (40) feet; 

Business District A: three (3) stories or forty-five (45) feet; 

Business District D: three (3) stories (excluding mezzanines as defined in the 
Massachusetts Building Code) or sixty (60) feet and further provided that the 
height of each story is limited to twenty-four (24) feet for retail and theatre use, to 
sixteen (16) feet for office use, and to thirteen (13) feet for all other uses. 


All other uses: four (4) stories or sixty (60) feet 


2466. Additional requirements for Business District D 
a. Maximum permitted Floor Area Ratio (FAR): 0.20. 


b. Maximum Floor Area Ratio may be increased to 0.25 by Special Permit 
from the Board of Appeals based upon a finding that the 0.05 FAR increase is 
consistent with the Special Permit criteria set forth in Section 6313 and with the 


requirements, design requirements, and performance standards of Sections 2327, 
2328, and 2329. 


C: No less than fifteen (15) percent of the gross floor area used for retail 
purposes shall be reserved for retail stores occupying eight thousand (8,000) sq. ft 
of floor area or less and all retail stores shall have direct access to driveways, 
pedestrian ways, or parking areas. Not less than ten (10) percent of the total 
building floor area on each lot shall be planned for business and professional 
office use. 


d. For each lot, the permitted gross floor area of community service and 
commercial uses shall not exceed four hundred fifty thousand (450,000) sq. ft. 


= Except as provided in paragraph f below, the maximum permitted gross 
floor area of each building shall not exceed sixty thousand (60,000) sq. ft. 


f. For each lot, two commercial buildings with a maximum gross floor area 
of eighty thousand (80,000) sq. ft. and one additional commercial building with a 
maximum gross floor area of seventy-five thousand (75,000) sq. ft. are permitted 
at least one of which shall be a supermarket, other retail food store, or a movie 
theatre complex. 


g. In Business District D, there shall be a no cut line extending fifty feet 
from South Walpole Street. Existing trees shall be supplemented by in planting 
with evergreen trees and shrubs to create a dense vegetative screen. A 6 foot high 
unfinished cedar board fence shall be placed approximately 40 feet off the street 
line to provide supplemental screening when considered appropriate by the Board 
of Appeal pursuant to 6320. 


2467. Residential Buildings: In Business Districts A and C and in Professional 
Districts, there shall not be more than one (1) building used wholly or in part for 
residence on any one lot. 


Amend Section 3111 
Amend Section “3111. Number of Parking Spaces Required” by inserting after 
the phrase “For bowling alleys: two (2) parking spaces per bowling alley” the 
following: 
In Business District D: 

Hotel - One (1) parking space per room or suite. 


Business and professional office - Four (4) parking spaces 


per one-thousand (1,000) sq. ft. of gross floor area 


Amend Section 3114 


Amend Section “3114. Location and Width of Curb Cuts” by deleting the last 
paragraph and replacing it with the following: 


No curb cut shall be less than twelve (12) feet or more than thirty (30) feet in 
width. For business uses, curb cut width may be increased as part of Site Plan 
Review based upon standard traffic engineering practice. 


Replace Section 4230 


Delete Section “4230. Apartments in Business Districts” only and replace it with 
the following without changes to subsections 4231 through 4236 thereof. 


4230. Business Districts A, B, and C. Apartments in excess of two (2) 
dwelling units, including services related thereto, over non-residential 
establishments may be authorized in Business Districts A, B and C on Special 
Permit from the Board of Appeals, provided that no dwelling unit shall be located 
below the second floor, in accordance with the following: 


Replace Paragraph 4531c 

Delete paragraph 453 1c and replace it with the following: 

o municipal sewage treatment facilities (Publicly Owned Treatment Works), 
not including sewer lines, pump stations and other accessory sewer system 


equipment used to transport sewage to treatment facilities located outside of the 
Water Resources Protection District; 


Replace Paragraph 4531d 

Delete paragraph 4531d and replace it with the following: 

d. sewage treatment plants, except in Business District D on-site wastewater 
treatment provided that it is authorized by a Groundwater Discharge Permit and a 
Treatment Works Construction Permit as set forth in 2329 and provided that the 
wastewater treatment plant does not accept industrial wastewater as defined in 


310 CMR 15.004(5) and that adequate funding mechanisms are in place to 
provide for proper operation and maintenance and for monitoring and testing; 


Replace Paragraph 4532a 
Delete paragraph 4532a and replace it with the following: 


a. any activity that involves the use, manufacture, storage, transportation or 
disposal of toxic or hazardous materials in quantities greater than reasonably 
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associated with normal household use, provided; however, that in Business 
District D, the storage of hazardous materials in sealed containers of five (5) 
gallons or less normally included in the inventory of retail stores if authorized by 
all other provisions of this Bylaw shall not require a Special Permit; 


Replace Paragraph 4532d 
Delete paragraph 4532d and replace it with the following: 


d. on-site disposal of industrial wastewater as defined in 310 CMR 
15.004(5) or sewage generation exceeding six (6) gallons per day per one- 
thousand (1,000) sq. ft. of lot area or ten-thousand (10,000) gallons per day total 
except as set forth in 2329. In a residence, waste water generation is 110 gpd per 
bedroom. 


Replace Section 4534 


Delete Section “4534. Stormwater Management” and replace it with 
the following: 


4534. Storm Water Management. Site design shall comply with the 
provisions of the Stormwater Discharges Generated By Construction Activity 
General By-Law of the Town and further shall comply with all provisions of the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s Stormwater 
Management Policy (November 18, 1996, minor revisions March 1997) whether 
or not the site is otherwise subject to the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 
(MGL Ch 131 §40). Site design shall result in no increase in the peak rate of 
storm water runoff for the ten (10) year frequency storm event. Site design shall 
result in no increase in the total volume of storm water runoff for the one (1) year 
frequency storm event. Following removal of contaminants, runoff shall be 
directed towards areas covered with vegetation for surface infiltration. Catch 
basins, stormdrains, and stormwater leaching structures shall be used only where 
other methods are infeasible, and where such devices are used, shall employ 
oil/particle separators and other anti-pollution devices and storm water 
retention/detention basins. Prior to discharge to vegetated surface infiltration 
areas or to stormwater leaching structures, stormwater shall be treated to remove 
eighty (80) percent of the Total Suspended Solids (TSS) and shall also be treated 
in a structure to remove petroleum based contaminants. All sites shall be subject 
to an Operation and Maintenance Plan using Best Management Practices pursuant 
to Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection practice. The 
Operation and Maintenance Plan requires an adequate funding mechanism to 
ensure proper maintenance of all components of the stormwater management 
system in perpetuity. To the extent practicable, the Operation and Maintenance 
Plan shall prohibit use of sodium chloride for maintenance of vehicular areas. 


Replace Section 4535 
Delete paragraph 4535 and replace it with the following: 


4535. Impervious Materials Coverage. Except by Special Permit from the 
Board of Appeal, impervious materials shall not cover more than fifteen (15%) 
percent of the lot area and not less than thirty (30) percent of the lot area in 
Business District D and not less than forty (40) percent of the lot area in all other 
districts shall be maintained as a natural vegetation area. In evaluating a Special 
Permit for an increase in impervious areas above this limit, consideration shall be 
limited to a determination that any increase in the total volume of storm water 
runoff for the one (1) year frequency storm event will be recharged on-site in 
compliance with 4534. 


The natural vegetation area shall be located so as to maximize the distances 
between impervious surfaces or on-site disposal systems and any surface water 
body or municipal well. This section shall not apply to the proposed activities 
involving residential structures of four families or less or uses or structures 
accessory thereto, nor shall it apply to any otherwise permissible use on a lot of 
40,000 square feet or less. 


Amend Article V 


Amend “Article V. Definitions” by inserting after the definition of “Floor Area, 
Habitable” the following: 


Floor Area Ratio. The “Gross Floor Area” (as defined below) of all buildings on 
a lot divided by the “Lot Area” (as defined below). 


Amend Section 6220 
Amend Section “6220. Powers” by inserting following the last section 
thereof new sections as follows: 


6225. Consultants. To facilitate review of an application for a Special Permit 
or Variance or an Appeal, the Board of Appeal may engage outside consultants in 


accordance with 6340. 


6226. Rules & Regulations. The Board may by majority vote adopt rules and 
regulations and may impose fees for any application. 


Replace Section 6234 
Delete Section “6234. Review Fees” and replace it with the following: 


6234. Consultants. To facilitate review of an application for a Comprehensive 
Permit, the Board of Appeal may engage outside consultants in accordance with 
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6340. 


Add Section 6240 
Insert following 6236b, a new section as follows: 
6240. Design Review Committee 


To assist in fulfilling its responsibilities for Site Plan Review, the Board of 
Appeal shall appoint a Design Review Committee which shall serve at the will of 
the Board of Appeal. The Design Review Committee shall serve in an advisory 
capacity and shall provide guidance and counsel to the Board of Appeals with 
respect to architectural, site design, landscape, signage, aesthetic, and visual 
quality concerns. Persons appointed to the Committee shall be selected based 
upon ability and competence to advise the Board of Appeal on architectural, site 
design, landscape, signage, aesthetic, and visual quality matters and may have 
education in the disciplines of architecture, landscape architecture, art, graphic 
arts, and related fields. The Design Review Committee shall consist of five (5) 
members. Minutes of all meeting shall be submitted to the Board of Appeals for 
review. Reports to the Board of Appeal shall be submitted upon majority vote of 
the Design Review Committee. 


Amend Section 6313 

Amend Section “6313” be renumbering paragraphs “)”, ’k”, "Il, and ’m” as 
paragraphs “k’’, “I, “m”, and “n” respectively and by inserting after paragraph 
“1. Measures to minimize adverse impacts on public and private water supplies” 
the following: 


iE If within Business District D, the extent to which buildings exceeding the 
gross floor area and footprint limitations of 2466 satisfy the requirements, design 
requirements, and performance standards of 2327, 2328, and 2329 in a manner 
comparable to buildings permitted by 2322 and 2323. 


Replace Section 6320 


Delete Section “6320. Site Plan Approval” and replace it with the following: 


6320. Site Plan Review. 


6321. Approved Site Plan. In all instances where site plan approval is 
required, no building or structure shall be erected, moved or externally enlarged 
and no area for parking, loading or vehicular services (including driveways giving 
access thereto) shall be established or changed, except in conformity with a duly 
endorsed site plan. 


6322. Board of Appeal. Unless specifically designated otherwise, the Board of 
Appeal is authorized to grant Site Plan Approval. Site Plan Review is a tiered 
process with provides additional requirements for larger projects which have 
greater potential to cause significant impacts. Site plan review requirements are 
as follows: 


Site Plan Review (SPR) 
Major Site Plan Review (MSPR) 


6323. Applicability. Site Plan Approval under the requirements of this 
subsection is required in the following cases: 


a. Site Plan Review (SPR) is required for the following projects: 


(68), In Business District B and Light Industrial Districts, site plan for projects 
exceeding ten (10) acres. 


(2) In Light Industrial Districts, site plan for any motel, hotel or motor truck 
sales and service facility, regardless of plan area. 


(3) In Business District A, site plan for projects with more than twenty (20) 
parking spaces on one lot or in one shared parking area, the criteria established in 
Section 6335 for site plan review shall be used in lieu of those identified for 
residential area in Section 6324. 


(4) In Professional Districts, site plans for all projects other than one single 
family home on a lot. 


b. Major Site Plan Review (MSPR) is required for the following projects. 
(1) In Business Districts D, site plans for all projects. 


Cc Coordinated Review is required under the Storm Water Discharges 
Generated by Construction Activity General Bylaw in all districts for site plans 
that disturb in excess of one (1) acre of land. For the purposes of this Subsection, 
the designation “disturb” shall mean any land area which, according to the plan, 
will be subject to any activity such as clearing, grading and excavating that 
exposes soil, sand, rock, gravel or similar earth material. 
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6324. Reports to the Board of Appeal 


Within ten (10) days following receipt of a duly submitted site plan, the Board of 
Appeals shall transmit one copy thereof to the Design Review Committee, 
Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission. The Design 
Review Committee, Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation 
Commission shall investigate the case and report in writing their 
recommendations to the Board of Appeals. The Design Review Committee, 
Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission may seek 
pertinent information from other Town officials or boards and may request 
additional information from the applicant. The Board of Appeals shall not take 
final action on said plan until it has received a report thereon from the Design 
Review Committee, Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation 
Commission, or until forty-five (45) days have elapsed after receipt of such plan 
without submission of a report thereon. In reaching its decision, the Board of 
Appeal shall fully consider the recommendations set forth in these reports and 
shall accord particular weight to reports identifying significant adverse impacts 
that cannot be avoided, minimized, or mitigated. 


6325. Consultants. 


To facilitate review of an application for a Site Plan, the Board of Appeal may 
engage outside consultants in accordance with 6340. 


Consultants may be engaged to review any or all components of the site plan 
submission or any offsite improvements proposed in conjunction with the project. 
For projects requiring issuance of state or federal permits, the Board of Appeal 
may select a peer review consultant to review submissions to the state or federal 
agency and to represent the Town before these agencies to protect the Town’s 
interests. 


6326. Site Plan Review Submissions. Applications for Site Plan Review (SPR) 
shall include the following: 


a. Applicants are encouraged to submit a sketch plan of proposed projects 
prior to formal site plan submission. 


b. Site plan submissions shall be prepared by a multidisciplinary team. The 
drawings shall be signed and sealed by a Massachusetts civil professional 
engineer (PE), a Massachusetts professional land surveyor (PLS), and a 
Massachusetts registered landscape architect (RLA). 


Gi Site plans shall include a cover sheet, layout sheet, grading and drainage 
sheet, traffic control sheet, landscaping sheet, lighting sheet, photometric sheet, 
construction details sheet, a construction phasing sheet, and a sedimentation and 
erosion control sheet. 
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d. Site plans shall conform to the requirements of the Board with respect to 
scale, dimensions, legend, form and preparation acceptable to the Board. The 
Board may promulgate submission standards and requirements for site plan 
submission. Site plans shall be drawn at a suitable scale and layout shall be tied 
to the Mass State Coordinate System and elevations shall be on North American 
Vertical Datum (NAVD 88). 


e. Existing conditions shall be based on an on the ground survey based on 
fieldwork performed no more than two years prior to submission. 


f. Said site plan shall show, among other things, all existing and proposed 
buildings and structures and their uses, means of building egress, parking areas, 
access drives, loading areas, refuse and other waste disposal facilities and 
dumpsters, driveway openings, driveways, service areas and all other open space 
areas, zoning summary table, accessible parking spaces, and accessible routes. 


g. Existing and proposed grading shall be shown with one foot contours and 
spot grades. Earthwork quantities, geotechnical investigations, and foundation 
engineering reports shall be provided as required by the Board of Appeal. 


h. Site plan shall show all facilities for sanitary sewer collection systems, 
wastewater treatment systems, stormwater management systems, stormwater 
collection systems, water storage and supply systems, fire protection systems, site 
lighting, lighting and pole details, lighting photometric, and cable utility systems. 


1. Site plans shall include landscape plan and detail sheets showing all 
hardscape and planting elements. Site lighting fixture locations shall be shown 
for coordination purposes. Use of native plant materials is encouraged. Plants 
included on the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture’s Massachusetts 
Prohibited Plant List shall not be used. The drawings shall show the quantity, 
location, species, and height or caliper of all trees and shrubs and the species, 
size, and quantity of all groundcovers. Construction details shall be provided for 
all structures and hardscape elements and planting details shall be provided for 
coniferous and deciduous trees and shrubs of each size. 


j. Drainage calculations and a narrative report shall be submitted detailing 
runoff under existing predeveloped conditions and under future post development 
conditions and should identify changes in the peak rate and total volume of 
stormwater runoff for the 1, 2, 10, 25, and 100 year frequency storm events. 

k. Architectural plans and elevations for all structures shall be submitted, 
signed and sealed by a Massachusetts Registered Architect (RA). 


l. A complete sign package shall be submitted including all advertising and 
way finding signage. All wall signs and free standing signs shall be shown. Sign 
plans and details shall show locations, dimensions, colors, materials, finishes, 
methods of illumination and illumination levels, and methods of structural 
support. 
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m. In addition, the Board of Appeal will establish a “Scope” detailing the 
design, fiscal, environmental, and community issues to be evaluated based upon 
the likely impacts of the proposed project. In establishing the Scope, the Board 
shall consider the comments of Town Boards and officials having special 
expertise in the issues being evaluated. The Scope of each study shall be 
proportional to the significance of related impacts on the site and Town. 


6327. Major Site Plan Review Submissions. Applications for Major Site Plan 
Review (MSPR) shall include the following: 


a. All requirements of 6326. 


b. A traffic study conforming to the EOEA/EOTC Guidelines EIR/EIS 
Traffic Impact Assessment (1989). The Traffic Study Area (TSA) shall 
encompass all intersections within three thousand feet of the project boundary, all 
major intersections whose peak hour traffic volumes are increased by 200 or more 
vehicle trips, and other locations included in the Scope established by the Board 
of Appeal. Traffic shall be evaluated for the Existing Case, the No-Build Plus 5 
Year Case, and for the Build Plus 5 Year Case. The No-Build Plus 5 Year Case is 
defined as conditions existing five years following issuance of all required 
approvals under this Bylaw including required Site Plan Approval, Special 
Permit, or variance excluding project generated traffic. The Build Plus 5 Year 
Case is defined as conditions existing with full build out and occupancy of the 
project five years following issuance of all required approvals under this Bylaw 
including required Site Plan Approval, Special Permit, or variance including all 
project generated traffic. Level-of-service shall be determined in accordance with 
the Transportation Research Board’s Highway Capacity Manual. Trips shall be 
distributed and traffic assigned to specific facilities using origins and destinations 
set forth in a market study prepared for the project. In the absence of a market 
study, the Board of Appeal may require that a market study be submitted or may 
require that origins and destinations be established through a gravity model. 

@ Plans for roadway and intersection upgrades for all roadway segments and 
intersections within the Traffic Study Area as defined in paragraph 0 sufficient to 
provide level-of-service D or better under the Build Plus 5 Year Case for the AM 
peak hour, the PM peak hour, and the Saturday peak hour. 


d. In addition, the Board of Appeal will establish a “Scope” detailing the 
design, fiscal, environmental, and community issues to be evaluated based upon 
the likely impacts of the proposed project. In establishing the Scope, the Board 
shall consider the comments of Town Boards and officials having special 
expertise in the issues being evaluated. The Scope of each study shall be 
proportional to the significance of related impacts on the site and Town. 
Analyses may include any of the following: 


(1) Construction impacts and truck traffic shall be provided for sites 
disturbing over 5 acres. 
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(2) Acoustical studies shall be provided where roof top mechanical 
equipment is proposed or where the proposed use will generate noise when said 
building or use is within 500 feet of residences. 


(3) Air quality studies shall be provided where intersections in the traffic 
study area will operate at level-of-service E or F. 


(4) Groundwater flow including geohydro models and aquifer recharge 
studies where on-site wastewater disposal exceeds 5,000 gallons per day or where 
more than 40,000 sq ft. of impervious material will be placed within a Water 
Resource Protection District. 


(5) Visual quality and aesthetic studies shall be provided for projects 
exceeding 60,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area. 


(6) Fiscal impact and property tax studies shall be provided for projects 
exceeding 60,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area. 


(7) Infrastructure studies shall be provided for projects exceeding 60,000 sq. 
ft. of gross floor area. 


6328. Criteria. In determining whether Site Plan Approval should be granted, 
the Board should consider the following: 


a. The extent to which the site plan protects adjoining premises and on-site 
residential uses against any possible detrimental or offensive uses on the site, 
including unsightly or obnoxious appearance; 


b. The extent to which the site plan provides convenient and safe vehicular 
and pedestrian movement within the site, and in relation to adjacent street, 
property or improvements; 


wn The extent to which the site plan provides adequate methods of disposal 
for sewage, refuse or other wastes resulting from the uses permitted or 
permissible on the site, the methods of drainage for surface water, and of 
provisions for the removal of snow from circulation and parking areas; 


d. The extent to which the site plan provides adequate parking and street 
loading facilities; 


e. The extent to which the site plan promotes public safety in terms of 
adequate fire and police protection and access. 


f. If within the Surface Water Resource Protection District, the extent to 
which the site plan incorporates measures to minimize cumulative impacts on 
Lake Massapoag and its tributary streams, including consideration of nitrate- 
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nitrogen loadings. All related information to be provided and distributed by the 
applicant. 


g. If within the Ground Water Resource Protection District, , the extent to 
which the site plan incorporates measures to minimize cumulative impacts on 
municipal water supplies, including consideration of nitrate-nitrogen loadings. 
All related information to be provided and distributed by the applicant. 


h. If within Water Resource Protection Districts, the extent to which 
earthwork minimizes impacts on groundwater resources. 


6329. Additional Criteria for Business District D. 


a. The extent to which the site plan fulfills the objective of the Business 
District D to provide a New England village style development accommodating 
retail, office and uses otherwise permitted within free-standing residential scale 
structures. 


b. The extent to which proposed structures reflect New England’s 
architectural heritage. 


Cj The extent to which nearby buildings have distinct but harmonious 
architectural elements. 


di The extent to which the site plan provides grouped buildings that are 
visually distinct and separate. 


G The extent to which high quality landscape elements and amenities are 
provided within the public open spaces within building groups. 


f. The extent to which each parking field is visually distinct and the extent 
to which unbroken and monotonous expanses of pavement are avoided. 


g. The extent to which roadways serving the site conform to Collector Street 
Standards. 
h. The extent to which annual recharge for the Build Case exceeds annual 


recharge for the Existing Case. 
ii The extent to which peak hour levels-of-service at intersections within the 
Traffic Study Area operate at level-of-service D or higher under the Build Plus 5 


Year Case. 


iF The extent to which on site wastewater treatment allows groundwater to 
meet Massachusetts Drinking Water Standards at the property line. 
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k. The extent to which rooftop mechanical equipment shall be visually 
screened and acoustically buffered and to which day-night average sound levels 
caused by this equipment do not exceed fifty-five decibels (55 dBs) at the 


property line. 


Add Section 6340 
Insert following 6337b, a new section as follows: 
6340. Outside Consultants 


6341. Consultants. In the course of exercising its powers under this Bylaw, 
the Board of Appeal may engage outside consultants for peer review of 
submissions or for construction observation. Consultants are selected by majority 
vote of the Board of Appeals. To the extent practicable, the Board shall work 
cooperatively with the applicant and when appropriate shall seek input from the 
Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission with respect to 
identifying appropriate consultants. Applicants are responsible for payment of 
consultant fees. 


6342. Review Fees. 


Applicants shall re1mburse the Town for the fees and expenses of outside 
consultants engaged by the Board of Appeal. Fees shall be paid prior to inception 
of each phase of the work. Escrow accounts shall be replenished within 7 days 
following receipt of notice. Failure to pay fees in accordance with the aforesaid 
shall be deemed to constitute withdrawal of the project. Fees shall be deposited 
in a special account established by the Town Treasurer pursuant to MGL. C. 44 § 
53G. These funds may only be expended only for the purposes described in 
Section 4.02 above, and in compliance with the Uniform Procurement Act, 
M.G.L. c 30B, §§ 1-19. Within thirty (30) days of completion of the project or of 
withdrawal the proposal, applicants shall receive a final report of funds in the 
special account and shall be paid any unspent excess in the account, including 
accrued interest. The Town Accountant shall submit annually a report of the 
special account to the Board of Selectmen and Executive Secretary Town 
Administrator for review and for publication in the Sharon Annual Report. 


Review related fees will only be imposed if the work constitutes peer review of 
materials prepared on behalf of the applicant and not of independent studies 
performed on behalf of the Board; if he work is performed in connection with the 
applicants’ specific projects; and if the findings and reports are made part of the 
public record. 


Procurement of outside consultant services shall comply with the Uniform 


Procurement Act, M.G.L., c. 30B, s. 1-19, and with the following additional 
requirements: 
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(1) the applicant shall be given five (5) days’ notice and opportunity to attach 
written comments to the invitation for bids or request for proposals; 


(2) at least three (3) bona fide bids or proposals shall be solicited; and 

(3) the applicant shall be given five (5) days’ notice and opportunity to 
comment on all bids or proposals prior to the selection of the consultant and the 
award of a contract. 


Consultants shall be qualified and where applicable duly licensed to evaluate 
specific issues before the Board. Bona fide bids or proposals shall include: the 
name of each person performing the work, the educational and professional 
credentials of each person performing the work; the work experience of each 
person performing the work; a description of the work to be performed; the 
hourly rate charged by each person performing the work; and all other expenses 
to be incurred. Any invitation for bids or request for proposals shall indicate that 
award of the contract is contingent upon payment of a review fee. If the applicant 
fails to pay the review fee within ten (10) days of receiving written notification of 
selection of a bidder or offer, the Board may deny the comprehensive permit. 


Fees assessed pursuant to this section shall be reasonable in light of: the 
complexity of the proposed project as a whole; the complexity of particular 
technical issues; the number of housing units proposed; the size and character of 
the site; the projected construction costs; and fees charged by similar consultants 
in the area. Generally fees will not exceed amounts that would be expended by 
the Town to review a comparable project. 


6343. Appeal of Selection. 


Prior to paying the review fee, applicants may appeal selection of a particular 
consultant to the Board of Selectmen. The grounds for such an appeal shall be 
limited to claims that the consultant selected has a conflict of interest or does not 
possess the minimum required qualifications. The minimum qualifications shall 
consist either of an educational degree in or related to the field at issue or three 
(3) or more years of practice in the field at issue or a related field. The required 
time limits for action upon the application by the Board shall be extended by the 
duration of the appeal. In the event that no decision is made by the Board of 
Selectmen within one (1) month following the filing of the appeal, the selection 
made by the Board shall stand. 


MOTION: — To call the question. MODERATOR DECLARED MOTION 
OUT OF ORDER. 


REPORT OF PLANNING BOARD. 


MOTION: — To call the question. CARRIED. 
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VOTED: That the Town amend the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of 
Sharon, Massachusetts dated June 2005 exactly as printed in the handout entitled 
"BUSINESS DISTRICT D, AMENDED: MARCH 12, 2007 PROPONENT: 
board of selectmen", a copy of which is attached to this motion and copies of 
which have been provided to all persons attending this Special Town Meeting. 


That the Town Amend the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Sharon, Massachusetts 
dated June 2005 as follows: 


Amend Section 2110 
Amend Section “2110. Districts” by inserting after the phrase “Business Districts 
C”’, the phrase “Business Districts D” 


Replace Section 2213 
Delete Section “2213. Site Plan Approval in Business A and C Districts” and 
replace it with the following: 


2213. Site Plan Approval in Certain Business Districts. New construction, 
addition, exterior alterations or changes of use in Business Districts A, C, and D 
require Site Plan approval as provided in Sections 6320 and 6330. In addition, the 
aforesaid activities may also require Site Plan approval pursuant to Section 
6323c. 


Replace Section 2320 
Delete Section “2320. Business Districts” and replace it with the following: 


2320. Business Districts. 


2321. Permitted Residential Uses: 
In Business Districts A, B, and C, residence for one or two families. 


2322. Permitted Community Service Uses: 


Municipal building, religious or educational uses non-profit civic or religious 
service organizations. 


Post office; telephone exchange, provided that there is no service yard or garage. 
Religious or educational purposes on land owned or leased by a public body, 
religious sect or denomination, or non-profit educational corporation in 
accordance with subjects which zoning may not regulate in accordance with MGL 


Ch. 40A § 3. 


2323. Permitted Commercial Uses: 


The following uses are permitted subject to the building floor area limitations, 
parking space thresholds, and performance criteria set forth herein. The uses 
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enumerated hereinafter are permitted provided that (1) the building size does not 
exceed sixty thousand (60,000) sq. ft. of gross floor area in Business Districts A, 
B, and C and does not exceed the building floor area limits established for 
Business District D, (2) that the total number of parking spaces in Business 
Districts A, B, and C does not exceed one hundred fifty (150), and (3) that uses in 
Business District D comply with the requirements of Sections 2327, 2328, and 
2329, 


Business or professional office; bank; medical or dental clinic for out-patients. 
Retail stores. 


Business services related to the type of business permitted in this district, such as 
duplication services, newspaper printing, medical or dental laboratories. 


In Business District B only, workshops of the following: carpenters, plumbers, or 
similar artisans primarily working on fixed household installations or cars. 


In Business Districts A, B and C, other craftsmen’s shops for the fabrication, 
alteration or maintenance of hand-portable goods and household furnishings, such 
as cabinet makers, upholsterers, etc., to be delivered on the premises, and further 
provided as follows: 


(1 that at least twenty-five (25) percent of the floor area of such a permitted 
shop is devoted to retail sales; 


(2) that all such work is done directly for the ultimate consumer; 


(3) that no motor in excess of ten (10) horsepower is used. 

Places for the preparation and serving of food, provided all customers on the 
premises are seated at tables or counters. 

Preparation and retail sale on the premises of food to be consumed off the 
premises. 

Personal services, such as daycare, barber, beauty shop, health or fitness club, 
photographer, shoe repair, tailor and funeral parlors. 

In Business District A and Business District B only, cleaners, laundries, 
laundromats, including processing on the premises, provided all such work is 
done directly for the consumer visiting those premises and provided further that 
methods of disposal of liquid or gaseous wastes are approved by the Board of 
Health. 

In Business District D, the following: 
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(1) Multiple free standing buildings on a single lot accommodating multiple 
principal uses permitted under Sections 2322, 2323, 2325, and 2326 provided that 
they comply with the objectives and requirements of Business District D as set 
forth in Section 2327 and with the limitations of 2466. 


(2) Theatre and multi-screen movie complex. 
(3) Hotel. 
(4) Illumination of parking areas pursuant to 2328. 


2324. Other Permitted Principal Uses: 
Agriculture, horticulture or floriculture on parcels of more than five (5) acres. 


2325. Permitted Accessory Uses: 


Such accessory purposes as are customarily incident and subordinate to the 
foregoing purposes, but not including: 


In Business Districts A, B, and C, outdoor storage or display of parts, materials or 
inventory. 


Enclosed storage of parts, materials or inventory in excess of the amounts 
reasonably required for work to be done on the premises or goods to be delivered 
on the premises. 


Drive-in services serving the customer while seated in a car, except for drive-in 
bank teller windows as authorized above. 


Vending machines, unless placed within a building or a parking lot. 


2326. Uses and Accessory Uses Allowed on Special Permit from the Board 
of Appeals. 


Buildings with gross floor area exceeding sixty thousand (60,000) sq. ft. 


In Business Districts A, B, and C, parking facilities exceeding one hundred fifty 
(150) parking spaces. 


In Business Districts A, B, and C, theatre, hall or other place of indoor or outdoor 
amusement. 


Clubs operated as a business. 
In Business Districts A, B and C, apartments over non-residential establishments 
as provided in Section 4230. 


Drive-in windows for banks. 


In Business Districts A, B, and C, illumination of parking areas, or 
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of other outdoor areas used at night, such as a skating rink, or of the exterior of 
buildings provided that all such illumination shall be shielded so as not to shine 
upon any property in a residence district. 


Accessory scientific use provided that the Board of Appeals finds that the 
proposed accessory use does not substantially derogate from the public good. 


Religious or educational purposes other than those specified by Subparagraph 
2322, 


In Business District B only, the following: 
(1) Gasoline service station; automobile display room. 


(2) Outdoor storage and display of goods for sale, whether as a principal or 
accessory use, but not including second-hand goods or parts, nor bulk goods such 
as lumber or gravel, provided all outdoor storage and display is screened from 
side and rear lot lines in the manner described in Subparagraph 3117. 


(3) Storage buildings for goods to be repaired or sold at retail directly to the 
consumer or temporarily stored for the consumer. 
In Business C only, artist’s studio or art gallery. 


Natural gas custody transfer facilities or gate stations as provided in Section 4700. 


2327. Business District D Requirements 


The objective of Business District D is to promote lifestyle center development 
accommodating retail, office and other uses within free-standing structures 
reflective of traditional New England architectural style in locations where a large 
development area is available with suitable access to Interstate 95, impacts to 
neighboring residential areas can be minimized, and adverse traffic and 
environmental impacts can be mitigated. In connection with the creation of the 
Business District D and the addition of any land to the Business District D, the 
Board of Selectmen shall be authorized and directed to seek agreement from the 
owners of land located in the Business District D concerning public benefits to be 
provided in connection with proposed development, including without limitation 
the gift or dedication of land for conservation, education, flood prevention, 
recreation, water supply, or other public purposes._ 

All uses and accessory uses permitted or allowed by Special Permit must conform 
to the objective of the District. 

Free standing structures shall be separated by driveways or pedestrian ways. The 
mass of structures and their architectural style in terms of sloped roofs, 
fenestration, materials, colors, finishes, lighting, and the style of public amenities 
such as benches and waste receptacles shall reflect New England’s architectural 
heritage. Architectural features shall be designed to distinguish individual retail 
spaces within multi tenant buildings allowing users to distinguish the portion of 
the building utilized by individual retailers from outside the building. Nearby 
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buildings shall have distinct but harmonious architectural elements. Buildings 
shall be grouped creating a density of small stores supporting pedestrian traffic. 
There shall be one or more public spaces with landscaping, hardscape, benches, 
and other amenities having the appearance of a plaza, a New England village 
green, or vest pocket parks along a streetscape. 


2328. Business District D Design Requirements 


Within Business District D, all uses shall comply with the design standards listed 
herein. All such standards may be waived as part of the Site Plan Review process. 
All buildings shall be “four sided’, 1.e. finished on all sides with comparable 
architectural details and finishes. Loading areas and rooftop equipment shall be 
neatly organized and thoroughly shielded. 


Buildings shall be energy efficient and shall incorporate energy saving devices. 


Buildings including small stores shall be laid out within groups the maximum 
separation between buildings shall be one-hundred (100) feet in order to promote 
a density of small stores supporting pedestrian traffic. Where more than one 
group of buildings is located on a lot, the separation between groups shall be 
sufficient to provide distinct separation and shall include a vegetated planting 
strip of the maximum practicable width. Design of grading, plantings, and access 
shall achieve full visual separation between groups of buildings. 


The public open space shall have an aggregate area equal to 5 percent of the floor 
area of the on-site buildings. Open spaces shall have landscaping, hardscape, 
benches, and other amenities. Turf areas shall be irrigated; however, potable 
water from the Sharon water system shall not be used for irrigation. Hardscape 
shall consist of cement concrete, brick, granite block, cobblestone, or stone 
pavers. Stone or stone veneer shall be used for walls. Curbing surrounding the 
open space shall be vertical granite curb Type VA4. One tree shall be provided 
for each fifteen hundred (1,500) sq. ft. of area. Shade trees shall have a minimum 
caliper of three and one-half (3'2) inches and coniferous trees shall have a 
minimum height of ten to twelve (10 to 12) feet at the time of planting. Plant 
materials shall be native species where practicable and shall include street trees 
listed in the Rules and Regulations of the Sharon Planning Board. Pesticides and 
herbicides shall not be used for landscape maintenance. Pedestrian scale lighting 
shall be provided to allow full use of the open space at night. 


Buildings separated by one-hundred (100) feet or less shall have distinct but 
harmonious architectural elements. No two such buildings shall be identical with 
respect to more than 3 of the following: (1) eave height, (2) length of facade, (3) 
roof pitch, (4) exterior finish material, (5) exterior color, and (6) door and 
window locations. 


All freestanding buildings shall be separated by pedestrian ways or driveways 
similar in character to village streets. 
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Pedestrian ways separating buildings shall have a minimum width of twenty (20) 
feet. Paving shall be cement concrete, brick, granite block, cobblestone, or stone 
pavers. A minimum of one shade tree shall be planted for each fifteen hundred 
(1,500) sq. ft. of area within the pedestrian way. Where required by code or 
recommended by the Fire Department, vehicle access shall be provided along 
pedestrian ways. Street furnishings including benches, trash receptacles shall be 
provided along pedestrian ways. 


Driveways separating buildings shall have a minimum width of forty-eight (48) 
feet, and shall provide two twelve (12) foot wide traveled ways, one eight (8) foot 
wide parking lane, and two eight (8) foot wide sidewalks. At least forty (40) 
percent of retail stores shall face and have access to driveways. The driveways 
shall accommodate vehicular traffic and parking and shall be designed with cross 
sections, geometry, and traffic calming measures sufficient to ensure that vehicles 
operate at low speed and that pedestrian access dominates vehicle use. 

Driveways shall have a cross section comparable to a village street with a 
separate traveled ways for vehicles that is edged with vertical granite curbing. 
Parking shall be provided along one or both sides of these driveways. Sidewalks 
shall be provided along both sides of driveways, shall have a minimum width of 
eight (8) feet, and shall be surfaced with cement concrete, paving brick, or pavers. 
Parallel parking shall be accommodated on at least one side of driveways. 


Parking areas shall be laid out in separate fields with an average size of one- 
hundred twenty (120) parking spaces and with a maximum size of two-hundred 
forty (240) parking spaces. Discrete parking fields shall be separated by 
landscaped areas and shall use grading, layout and other design features to 
provide visually distinct parking fields. Large unbroken and monotonous parking 
areas shall be avoided. Parking shall be setback a minimum of twenty (20) feet 
from property lines, forty (40) feet from on-site building entrances, fifteen (15) 
feet from on-site building walls not providing entrances to the general public, and 
seventy-five (75) feet from residential lot lines. 


Site lighting shall be designed with lower illumination levels consistent with 
IESNA recommended practice. Light trespass shall be limited to 0.5 foot candles 
at the property line and there shall be no point sources of light visible from 
adjacent streets and properties. Pole heights shall be limited to twenty-four (24) 
feet in parking areas and to sixteen (16) feet within fifty (50) feet of on-site 
buildings. Pole height within 500 feet of Route I-95 may be increased to 34 feet 
provided they are not visible from any residence. All lighting fixtures shall be 
dark skies compliant and shall limit upward projecting light. 


Parking area pavements shall be a three and one-half (3%) inch thick bituminous 
concrete pavement with a twelve (12) inch thick gravel base. Heavy duty 
pavement shall be a five (5) inch thick bituminous concrete pavement with a 
twelve (12) inch gravel base. Heavy duty pavement shall be used in all loading 
areas and along truck access routes and at principal parking lot drives. Curbing 
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shall be vertical granite type VA4 within one-hundred (100) feet of buildings and 
vertical granite or precast concrete curb elsewhere. 


On-site wastewater treatment plants require adequate funding mechanisms to 
provide for proper operation and maintenance and for monitoring and testing of 
the on-site wastewater treatment plant by the Town consistent with the 
requirements of the Board of Health. Any on-site sanitary sewers shall be subject 
to on going requirements for leak detection and repair. Buildings shall 
incorporate water conservation devices including low flow plumbing fixtures 
including ultra low flow toilets. 


Runoff from pedestrian areas, landscape areas, and low volume vehicular areas 
shall be accommodated using low impact design principals where practicable 
including pervious pavements, rain gardens, and other proven methods. 


2329. Business District D Performance Standards 


Within Business District D, all uses shall comply with the following performance 
standards listed herein. All such standards may be waived as part of the Site Plan 
Review process. Performance standards shall be evaluated for the Build Plus 5 
Year Case as defined in 6327b. 


All roadways within 3,000 feet of the project site accommodating more than two- 
hundred (200) vehicle trips per hour generated by sites in the Business District D 
shall be improved to Collector Street Standards as set forth in the Land 
Subdivision Rules and Regulations of the Sharon Planning Board. 
Reconstruction within public ways shall be subject to approval by the Board of 
Selectmen acting as Street Commissioners. Approval by majority vote of the 
Board of Selectmen is required for a Concept Plan Submission, a 25 Percent 
Design Submission and a 100 Percent Design Submission. The content of the 25 
Percent Design Submission and the 100 Percent Design Submission shall 
conform to MassHighway requirements. 


No off-site signalized intersection within the Traffic Study Area shall operate 
below level-of-service D (LOS D) under the Build Plus 5 Year Case as set forth 
in as defined in 6327b. The proponent shall provide intersection betterments 
including geometric and traffic control improvements for all intersections in the 
Traffic Study Area where “Warranted” to achieve LOS D. For unsignalized 
intersections not meeting MUTCD Warrants or where signalization is not 
permitted by the Town or agencies having jurisdiction, geometric, pavement 
marking, and signage improvements shall be provided to mitigate traffic impacts. 


On-site wastewater generation exceeding six (6) gallons per day per one-thousand 
(1,000) sq. ft. of lot area and on-site wastewater treatment plants treating 
domestic wastewater are only permitted pursuant to issuance of a Groundwater 
Discharge Permit by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
and a Treatment Works Construction Permit by the Sharon Board of Health. 
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Within Aquifer Protection Districts groundwater shall meet or exceed 
Massachusetts Drinking Water Standards at the property line. 


Rooftop mechanical equipment shall be visually screened and acoustically 
buffered. Build Case day-night average sound levels caused by rooftop 
equipment shall not exceed fifty-five decibels (55 dBs) at the property line. 


Replace Section 2460 
Delete Section “2460. Business and Professional District Requirements” and 
replace it with the following: 


2460. Business Districts and Professional District Requirements. 
2461. Minimum Lot Area: 
Business Districts A, B, and C Ten thousand (10,000) sq. ft. for two- 
family residential use 
Eight thousand (8,000) sq. ft. for all other uses 
Business District D Fifty-three (53) acres 
Professional District Twenty thousand (20,000) sq. ft. 


2462. Minimum Lot Frontage and Width: Lot width for two-family uses 
eighty (80) feet. Lot width for all other uses shall be as specified in Section 2412. 


Frontage for residential uses seventy (70) feet 
Frontage for all other uses: 


Business Districts A, B, and C Seventy (70) feet 
Business District D One-thousand (1,000) feet 
Professional District Seventy (70) feet 


2463. Lot Coverage and Open Space: 
Maximum lot coverage: 


In Business Districts A and C: As determined during site plan approval. 
In Business District B: Forty (40) percent for residential uses. 

Twenty (20) percent for all other uses. 

In Business District D Twenty (20) percent excluding parking decks 


In Professional Districts: N/A 
Minimum Landscaped Open Space Coverage including Natural 
Vegetation Areas: 


Business Districts A and C Thirty (30) percent 
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Business District B N/A 
Business District Thirty-five (35) percent 
Professional District N/A 


Landscape and Other Requirements: 


(1) Landscape Area Reduction: In Business Districts A and C the total 
landscaped area including landscaping, screening, pedestrian ways and areas, and 
bike pathways, may be reduced during site plan review to not less than fifteen 
(15) percent of the total lot area provided in landscaping, screening, and 
pedestrian and bike amenities. In approving any reduction, the Board shall 
determine that the proposed amenities or facilities provide for the public benefit 
or convenience. The following are typical improvements which shall be deemed 
as public benefits or convenience in the Business Districts A, and C. 


(2) Street Plantings: In Business Districts A, C, and D, plantings are required 
along the entire street frontage for non-residential uses, except at drives, and 
except where neither a street setback nor a buffer zone is required. The required 
plantings should generally be located between the street and the build-to line. 


(3) Curb Cuts: Consolidation of curb cuts, either on a single lot or between 
abutting lots resulting in better traffic circulation and improved traffic safety. 


(4) Parking Area Plantings: In Business Districts A, C, and D, landscaping 
meeting the parking lot standards shall be provided. Trees and soil plots shall be 
so located as to provide visual relief and wind interruption within the parking 
area, and to assure safe patterns for internal circulation. 


(5) Screening: Dumpsters, refuse areas, and loading bays should be screened 
from the street and the adjacent businesses. Plantings should be supplemented by 
an opaque fence or wall at least six (6’) feet tall. 


(6) Septic System: The installation of an enhanced treatment capability or 
the provision by the petitioner of easements and agreements required in order to 
establish a shared septic system with enhanced treatment capability. 

(7) Building and Facade Design: The building should be compatible with the 


promotion of architecture as described in the Design Guidelines for the Town 
Center Business District. 


2464. Building Location: 


Minimum front setback from street sideline: 


Business Districts A and C As provided below 
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Business District B Ten (10) Feet 

Business District DTen (10) feet from the sideline of Route 

I-95 and fifty (50) feet from Old Post Road. 

One hundred (100) feet from all other streets 

Professional District N/A 
Within Business A and C Districts, a streetwall is defined through the setbacks of 
structures formed by the build-to line. No building should provide a front setback 
larger than the average of the front setbacks on lots abutting on either side, with a 
vacant lot (or a lot having no building within three hundred (300) feet from the 


building in question), or an intersection street being counted as though occupied 
by a building providing that required setback. 


In Business Districts A, B, and C, this required setback may only be used for 
landscaping, public seating, circulation, signage and drives. The Board of 
Appeals can, subject to Special Permit, waive the requirement for a build-to line 
if this is necessary to provide public area for pedestrian circulation and seating, 
and to ensure that criteria for site design as identified in the “Design Guidelines 
for the Town Center Business District” are achieved. 
Minimum setback from side or rear lot lines: 

Business Districts A, B, and C Twenty (20) feet from lot 

lines in any Residence District Ten (10) feet from all other 

lot lines 

Business District D One-hundred (100) feet (setbacks from 

Route I-95 are considered as front setbacks as set forth 

above) 


Professional District Twenty (20) feet from lot lines in any 


Residence District Ten (10) feet from all other lot lines 


In Business Districts A and C and in Professional Districts, no setback is required 
where two buildings are separated by a fire wall meeting the requirements of the 
Massachusetts State Building Code. 


In Business Districts A and C and in Professional Districts, minimum separation 
between buildings on the same lot is ten (10) feet, except no separation is required 
where two buildings are separated by a fire wall meeting the requirements of the 
Massachusetts State Building Code. 


In Business District D, separation between buildings on the same lot shall 
conform to the requirements set forth herein. 
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(1) Buildings shall be laid out in pedestrian scale groups and the minimum 
separation between groups of buildings shall be maximized to the extent 
practicable. 


(2) Within a group of buildings, minimum building separation: twenty (20) 
feet Within a group of buildings, maximum building separation: one-hundred 
(100) feet 


2465. Maximum Building Height: 


Building height shall be as defined in the Massachusetts Building Code. 
Residential uses in Business Districts and Professional District shall not exceed 
three (3) stories or forty (40) feet. All other uses shall not exceed the following 
limits: 


Professional District: three (3) stories or forty (40) feet; 


Business District A: three (3) stories or forty-five (45) feet; 

Business District D: three (3) stories (excluding mezzanines as defined in the 
Massachusetts Building Code) or sixty (60) feet and further provided that the 
height of each story is limited to twenty-four (24) feet for retail and theatre use, to 
sixteen (16) feet for office use, and to thirteen (13) feet for all other uses. 


All other uses: four (4) stories or sixty (60) feet 


2466. Additional requirements for Business District D 


a. Maximum permitted Floor Area Ratio (FAR): 0.20. 


b. Maximum Floor Area Ratio may be increased to 0.25 by Special Permit 
from the Board of Appeals based upon a finding that the 0.05 FAR increase 1s 
consistent with the Special Permit criteria set forth in Section 6313 and with the 
requirements, design requirements, and performance standards of Sections 2327, 
2328, and 2329. 


oh No less than fifteen (15) percent of the gross floor area used for retail 
purposes shall be reserved for retail stores occupying eight thousand (8,000) sq. ft 
of floor area or less and all retail stores shall have direct access to driveways, 
pedestrian ways, or parking areas. Not less than ten (10) percent of the total 
building floor area on each lot shall be planned for business and professional 
office use. 


d. For each lot, the permitted gross floor area of community service and 
commercial uses shall not exceed four hundred fifty thousand (450,000) sq. ft. 
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e. Except as provided in paragraph f below, the maximum permitted gross 
floor area of each building shall not exceed sixty thousand (60,000) sq. ft. 


f. For each lot, two commercial buildings with a maximum gross floor area 
of eighty thousand (80,000) sq. ft. and one additional commercial building with a 
maximum gross floor area of seventy-five thousand (75,000) sq. ft. are permitted 
at least one of which shall be a supermarket, other retail food store, or a movie 
theatre complex. 


g. In Business District D, there shall be a no cut line extending fifty feet 
from South Walpole Street. Existing trees shall be supplemented by in planting 
with evergreen trees and shrubs to create a dense vegetative screen. A 6 foot high 
unfinished cedar board fence shall be placed approximately 40 feet off the street 
line to provide supplemental screening when considered appropriate by the Board 
of Appeal pursuant to 6320. 


2467. Residential Buildings: In Business Districts A and C and in Professional 
Districts, there shall not be more than one (1) building used wholly or in part for 
residence on any one lot. 


Amend Section 3111 

Amend Section “3111. Number of Parking Spaces Required” by inserting after 
the phrase “For bowling alleys: two (2) parking spaces per bowling alley” the 
following: 

In Business District D: 


HotelOne (1) parking space per room or suite. 
Business and professional office Four (4) parking spaces 


per one-thousand (1,000) sq. ft. of gross floor area 


Amend Section 3114 


Amend Section “3114. Location and Width of Curb Cuts” by deleting the last 
paragraph and replacing it with the following: 

No curb cut shall be less than twelve (12) feet or more than thirty (30) feet in 
width. For business uses, curb cut width may be increased as part of Site Plan 
Review based upon standard traffic engineering practice. 


Replace Section 4230 
Delete Section “4230. Apartments in Business Districts” only and replace it with 
the following without changes to subsections 4231 through 4236 thereof. 


4230. Business Districts A, B, and C. Apartments in excess of two (2) 
dwelling units, including services related thereto, over non-residential 


establishments may be authorized in Business Districts A, B and C on Special 
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Permit from the Board of Appeals, provided that no dwelling unit shall be located 
below the second floor, in accordance with the following: 


Replace Paragraph 4531c 
Delete paragraph 453 1c and replace it with the following: 


et municipal sewage treatment facilities (Publicly Owned Treatment Works), 
not including sewer lines, pump stations and other accessory sewer system 
equipment used to transport sewage to treatment facilities located outside of the 
Water Resources Protection District; 


Replace Paragraph 4531d 


Delete paragraph 4531d and replace it with the following: 

d. sewage treatment plants, except in Business District D on-site wastewater 
treatment provided that it is authorized by a Groundwater Discharge Permit and a 
Treatment Works Construction Permit as set forth in 2329 and provided that the 
wastewater treatment plant does not accept industrial wastewater as defined in 
310 CMR 15.004(5) and that adequate funding mechanisms are in place to 
provide for proper operation and maintenance and for monitoring and testing; 


Replace Paragraph 4532a 
Delete paragraph 4532a and replace it with the following: 


a. any activity that involves the use, manufacture, storage, transportation or 
disposal of toxic or hazardous materials in quantities greater than reasonably 
associated with normal household use, provided; however, that in Business 
District D, the storage of hazardous materials in sealed containers of five (5) 
gallons or less normally included in the inventory of retail stores if authorized by 
all other provisions of this Bylaw shall not require a Special Permit; 


Replace Paragraph 4532d 
Delete paragraph 4532d and replace it with the following: 


d. on-site disposal of industrial wastewater as defined in 310 CMR 
15.004(5) or sewage generation exceeding six (6) gallons per day per one- 
thousand (1,000) sq. ft. of lot area or ten-thousand (10,000) gallons per day total 
except as set forth in 2329. In a residence, waste water generation is 110 gpd per 
bedroom. 
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Replace Section 4534 


Delete Section “4534. Stormwater Management” and replace it with the 
following: 


4534. Storm Water Management. Site design shall comply with the 
provisions of the Stormwater Discharges Generated By Construction Activity 
General By-Law of the Town and further shall comply with all provisions of the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s Stormwater 
Management Policy (November 18, 1996, minor revisions March 1997) whether 
or not the site is otherwise subject to the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 
(MGL Ch 131 $40). Site design shall result in no increase in the peak rate of 
storm water runoff for the ten (10) year frequency storm event. Site design shall 
result in no increase in the total volume of storm water runoff for the one (1) year 
frequency storm event. Following removal of contaminants, runoff shall be 
directed towards areas covered with vegetation for surface infiltration. Catch 
basins, stormdrains, and stormwater leaching structures shall be used only where 
other methods are infeasible, and where such devices are used, shall employ 
o1l/particle separators and other anti-pollution devices and storm water 
retention/detention basins. Prior to discharge to vegetated surface infiltration 
areas or to stormwater leaching structures, stormwater shall be treated to remove 
eighty (80) percent of the Total Suspended Solids (TSS) and shall also be treated 
in a structure to remove petroleum based contaminants. All sites shall be subject 
to an Operation and Maintenance Plan using Best Management Practices pursuant 
to Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection practice. The 
Operation and Maintenance Plan requires an adequate funding mechanism to 
ensure proper maintenance of all components of the stormwater management 
system in perpetuity. To the extent practicable, the Operation and Maintenance 
Plan shall prohibit use of sodium chloride for maintenance of vehicular areas. 


Replace Section 4535 
Delete paragraph 4535 and replace it with the following: 


4535. Impervious Materials Coverage. Except by Special Permit from the 
Board of Appeal, impervious materials shall not cover more than fifteen (15%) 
percent of the lot area and not less than thirty (30) percent of the lot area in 
Business District D and not less than forty (40) percent of the lot area in all other 
districts shall be maintained as a natural vegetation area. In evaluating a Special 
Permit for an increase in impervious areas above this limit, consideration shall be 
limited to a determination that any increase in the total volume of storm water 
runoff for the one (1) year frequency storm event will be recharged on-site in 
compliance with 4534. 


The natural vegetation area shall be located so as to maximize the distances 
between impervious surfaces or on-site disposal systems and any surface water 


40 


body or municipal well. This section shall not apply to the proposed activities 
involving residential structures of four families or less or uses or structures 
accessory thereto, nor shall it apply to any otherwise permissible use on a lot of 
40,000 square feet or less. 


Amend Article V 


Amend “Article V. Definitions” by inserting after the definition of “Floor Area, 
Habitable” the following: 


Floor Area Ratio. The “Gross Floor Area” (as defined below) of all buildings on 
a lot divided by the “Lot Area” (as defined below). 


Amend Section 6220 
Amend Section “6220. Powers” by inserting following the last section thereof 
new sections as follows: 


6225. Consultants. To facilitate review of an application for a Special Permit 
or Variance or an Appeal, the Board of Appeal may engage outside consultants in 
accordance with 6340. 


6226. Rules & Regulations. The Board may by majority vote adopt rules and 
regulations and may impose fees for any application. 


Replace Section 6234 
Delete Section “6234. Review Fees” and replace it with the following: 


6234. Consultants. To facilitate review of an application for a Comprehensive 
Permit, the Board of Appeal may engage outside consultants in accordance with 
6340. 


Add Section 6240 
Insert following 6236b, a new section as follows: 
6240. Design Review Committee 


To assist in fulfilling its responsibilities for Site Plan Review, the Board of 
Appeal shall appoint a Design Review Committee which shall serve at the will of 
the Board of Appeal. The Design Review Committee shall serve in an advisory 
capacity and shall provide guidance and counsel to the Board of Appeals with 
respect to architectural, site design, landscape, signage, aesthetic, and visual 
quality concerns. Persons appointed to the Committee shall be selected based 
upon ability and competence to advise the Board of Appeal on architectural, site 
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design, landscape, signage, aesthetic, and visual quality matters and may have 
education in the disciplines of architecture, landscape architecture, art, graphic 
arts, and related fields. The Design Review Committee shall consist of five (5) 
members. Minutes of all meeting shall be submitted to the Board of Appeals for 
review. Reports to the Board of Appeal shall be submitted upon majority vote of 
the Design Review Committee. 


Amend Section 6313 


Amend Section “6313” be renumbering paragraphs “j”, ”k”, “1”, and ”*m” as 
paragraphs “‘k”, “I, “m’’, and “n” respectively and by inserting after paragraph 
‘i. Measures to minimize adverse impacts on public and private water supplies” 
the following: 


m If within Business District D, the extent to which buildings exceeding the 
gross floor area and footprint limitations of 2466 satisfy the requirements, design 
requirements, and performance standards of 2327, 2328, and 2329 in a manner 
comparable to buildings permitted by 2322 and 2323. 


Replace Section 6320 


Delete Section “6320. Site Plan Approval” and replace it with the 
following: 


6320. Site Plan Review. 


6321. Approved Site Plan. In all instances where site plan approval is required, 
no building or structure shall be erected, moved or externally enlarged and no 
area for parking, loading or vehicular services (including driveways giving access 
thereto) shall be established or changed, except in conformity with a duly 
endorsed site plan. 


6322. Board of Appeal. Unless specifically designated otherwise, the Board of 
Appeal is authorized to grant Site Plan Approval. Site Plan Review is a tiered 
process with provides additional requirements for larger projects which have 
greater potential to cause significant impacts. Site plan review requirements are 
as follows: 


Site Plan Review (SPR) 
Major Site Plan Review (MSPR) 


6323. Applicability. Site Plan Approval under the requirements of this 
subsection is required in the following cases: 


a. Site Plan Review (SPR) is required for the following projects: 
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(1) In Business District B and Light Industrial Districts, site plan for projects 
exceeding ten (10) acres. 


(2) In Light Industrial Districts, site plan for any motel, hotel or motor truck 
sales and service facility, regardless of plan area. 


(3) In Business District A, site plan for projects with more than twenty (20) 
parking spaces on one lot or in one shared parking area, the criteria established in 
Section 6335 for site plan review shall be used in lieu of those identified for 
residential area in Section 6324. 


(4) In Professional Districts, site plans for all projects other than one single 
family home on a lot. 
b. Major Site Plan Review (MSPR) is required for the following projects. 


(1) In Business Districts D, site plans for all projects. 


C. Coordinated Review is required under the Storm Water Discharges 
Generated by Construction Activity General Bylaw in all districts for site plans 
that disturb in excess of one (1) acre of land. For the purposes of this Subsection, 
the designation “disturb” shall mean any land area which, according to the plan, 
will be subject to any activity such as clearing, grading and excavating that 
exposes soil, sand, rock, gravel or similar earth material. 


6324. Reports to the Board of Appeal 


Within ten (10) days following receipt of a duly submitted site plan, the Board of 
Appeals shall transmit one copy thereof to the Design Review Committee, 
Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission. The Design 
Review Committee, Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation 
Commission shall investigate the case and report in writing their 
recommendations to the Board of Appeals. The Design Review Committee, 
Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission may seek 
pertinent information from other Town officials or boards and may request 
additional information from the applicant. The Board of Appeals shall not take 
final action on said plan until it has received a report thereon from the Design 
Review Committee, Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation 
Commission, or until forty-five (45) days have elapsed after receipt of such plan 
without submission of a report thereon. In reaching its decision, the Board of 
Appeal shall fully consider the recommendations set forth in these reports and 
shall accord particular weight to reports identifying significant adverse impacts 
that cannot be avoided, minimized, or mitigated. 


6325. Consultants. 


To facilitate review of an application for a Site Plan, the Board of Appeal may 
engage outside consultants in accordance with 6340. 
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Consultants may be engaged to review any or all components of the site plan 
submission or any offsite improvements proposed in conjunction with the project. 
For projects requiring issuance of state or federal permits, the Board of Appeal 
may select a peer review consultant to review submissions to the state or federal 
agency and to represent the Town before these agencies to protect the Town’s 
interests. 


6326. Site Plan Review Submissions. Applications for Site Plan Review (SPR) 
shall include the following: 


a. Applicants are encouraged to submit a sketch plan of proposed projects 
prior to formal site plan submission. 


b. Site plan submissions shall be prepared by a multidisciplinary team. The 
drawings shall be signed and sealed by a Massachusetts civil professional 
engineer (PE), a Massachusetts professional land surveyor (PLS), and a 
Massachusetts registered landscape architect (RLA). 


G Site plans shall include a cover sheet, layout sheet, grading and drainage 
sheet, traffic control sheet, landscaping sheet, lighting sheet, photometric sheet, 
construction details sheet, a construction phasing sheet, and a sedimentation and 
erosion control sheet. 


d. Site plans shall conform to the requirements of the Board with respect to 
scale, dimensions, legend, form and preparation acceptable to the Board. The 
Board may promulgate submission standards and requirements for site plan 
submission. Site plans shall be drawn at a suitable scale and layout shall be tied 
to the Mass State Coordinate System and elevations shall be on North American 
Vertical Datum (NAVD 88). 


4 Existing conditions shall be based on an on the ground survey based on 
fieldwork performed no more than two years prior to submission. 


f. Said site plan shall show, among other things, all existing and proposed 
buildings and structures and their uses, means of building egress, parking areas, 
access drives, loading areas, refuse and other waste disposal facilities and 
dumpsters, driveway openings, driveways, service areas and all other open space 
areas, zoning summary table, accessible parking spaces, and accessible routes. 


g. Existing and proposed grading shall be shown with one foot contours and 
spot grades. Earthwork quantities, geotechnical investigations, and foundation 
engineering reports shall be provided as required by the Board of Appeal. 


h. Site plan shall show all facilities for sanitary sewer collection systems, 
wastewater treatment systems, stormwater management systems, stormwater 
collection systems, water storage and supply systems, fire protection systems, site 
lighting, lighting and pole details, lighting photometric, and cable utility systems. 
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f: Site plans shall include landscape plan and detail sheets showing all 
hardscape and planting elements. Site lighting fixture locations shall be shown 
for coordination purposes. Use of native plant materials is encouraged. Plants 
included on the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture’s Massachusetts 
Prohibited Plant List shall not be used. The drawings shall show the quantity, 
location, species, and height or caliper of all trees and shrubs and the species, 
size, and quantity of all groundcovers. Construction details shall be provided for 
all structures and hardscape elements and planting details shall be provided for 
coniferous and deciduous trees and shrubs of each size. 


is Drainage calculations and a narrative report shall be submitted detailing 
runoff under existing predeveloped conditions and under future post development 
conditions and should identify changes in the peak rate and total volume of 
stormwater runoff for the 1, 2, 10, 25, and 100 year frequency storm events. 


k. Architectural plans and elevations for all structures shall be submitted, 
signed and sealed by a Massachusetts Registered Architect (RA). 


l. A complete sign package shall be submitted including all advertising and 
way finding signage. All wall signs and free standing signs shall be shown. Sign 
plans and details shall show locations, dimensions, colors, materials, finishes, 
methods of illumination and illumination levels, and methods of structural 
support. 


m. In addition, the Board of Appeal will establish a “Scope” detailing the 
design, fiscal, environmental, and community issues to be evaluated based upon 
the likely impacts of the proposed project. In establishing the Scope, the Board 
shall consider the comments of Town Boards and officials having special 
expertise in the issues being evaluated. The Scope of each study shall be 
proportional to the significance of related impacts on the site and Town. 


6327. Major Site Plan Review Submissions. Applications for Major Site Plan 
Review (MSPR) shall include the following: 


a. All requirements of 6326. 


b. A traffic study conforming to the EOEA/EOTC Guidelines EIR/EIS 
Traffic Impact Assessment (1989). The Traffic Study Area (TSA) shall 
encompass all intersections within three thousand feet of the project boundary, all 
major intersections whose peak hour traffic volumes are increased by 200 or more 
vehicle trips, and other locations included in the Scope established by the Board 
of Appeal. Traffic shall be evaluated for the Existing Case, the No-Build Plus 5 
Year Case, and for the Build Plus 5 Year Case. The No-Build Plus 5 Year Case is 
defined as conditions existing five years following issuance of all required 
approvals under this Bylaw including required Site Plan Approval, Special 
Permit, or variance excluding project generated traffic. The Build Plus 5 Year 
Case is defined as conditions existing with full build out and occupancy of the 
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project five years following issuance of all required approvals under this Bylaw 
including required Site Plan Approval, Special Permit, or variance including all 
project generated traffic. Level-of-service shall be determined in accordance with 
the Transportation Research Board’s Highway Capacity Manual. Trips shall be 
distributed and traffic assigned to specific facilities using origins and destinations 
set forth in a market study prepared for the project. In the absence of a market 
study, the Board of Appeal may require that a market study be submitted or may 
require that origins and destinations be established through a gravity model. 


oe Plans for roadway and intersection upgrades for all roadway segments and 
intersections within the Traffic Study Area as defined in paragraph 0 sufficient to 

provide level-of-service D or better under the Build Plus 5 Year Case for the AM 

peak hour, the PM peak hour, and the Saturday peak hour. 


d. In addition, the Board of Appeal will establish a “Scope” detailing the 
design, fiscal, environmental, and community issues to be evaluated based upon 
the likely impacts of the proposed project. In establishing the Scope, the Board 
shall consider the comments of Town Boards and officials having special 
expertise in the issues being evaluated. The Scope of each study shall be 
proportional to the significance of related impacts on the site and Town. 
Analyses may include any of the following: 


(1) Construction impacts and truck traffic shall be provided for sites 
disturbing over 5 acres. 


(2) Acoustical studies shall be provided where roof top mechanical 
equipment is proposed or where the proposed use will generate noise when said 
building or use is within 500 feet of residences. 


(3) Air quality studies shall be provided where intersections in the traffic 
study area will operate at level-of-service E or F. 


(4) Groundwater flow including geohydro models and aquifer recharge 
studies where on-site wastewater disposal exceeds 5,000 gallons per day or where 
more than 40,000 sq ft. of impervious material will be placed within a Water 
Resource Protection District. 

(5) Visual quality and aesthetic studies shall be provided for projects 
exceeding 60,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area. 


(6) Fiscal impact and property tax studies shall be provided for projects 
exceeding 60,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area. 


(7) Infrastructure studies shall be provided for projects exceeding 60,000 sq. 
ft. of gross floor area. 
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6328. Criteria. In determining whether Site Plan Approval should be granted, 
the Board should consider the following: 


a. The extent to which the site plan protects adjoining premises and on-site 
residential uses against any possible detrimental or offensive uses on the site, 
including unsightly or obnoxious appearance; 


b. The extent to which the site plan provides convenient and safe vehicular 
and pedestrian movement within the site, and in relation to adjacent street, 
property or improvements; 


o The extent to which the site plan provides adequate methods of disposal 
for sewage, refuse or other wastes resulting from the uses permitted or 
permissible on the site, the methods of drainage for surface water, and of 
provisions for the removal of snow from circulation and parking areas; 


d. The extent to which the site plan provides adequate parking and street 
loading facilities; 


S The extent to which the site plan promotes public safety in terms of 
adequate fire and police protection and access. 
te If within the Surface Water Resource Protection District, the extent to 


which the site plan incorporates measures to minimize cumulative impacts on 
Lake Massapoag and its tributary streams, including consideration of nitrate- 
nitrogen loadings. All related information to be provided and distributed by the 
applicant. 

g. If within the Ground Water Resource Protection District, , the extent to 
which the site plan incorporates measures to minimize cumulative impacts on 
municipal water supplies, including consideration of nitrate-nitrogen loadings. 
All related information to be provided and distributed by the applicant. 

h. If within Water Resource Protection Districts, the extent to which 
earthwork minimizes impacts on groundwater resources. 


6329. Additional Criteria for Business District D. 


a. The extent to which the site plan fulfills the objective of the Business 
District D to provide a New England village style development accommodating 
retail, office and uses otherwise permitted within free-standing residential scale 
structures. 


b. The extent to which proposed structures reflect New England’s 
architectural heritage. 


‘eo The extent to which nearby buildings have distinct but harmonious 
architectural elements. 


d. The extent to which the site plan provides grouped buildings that are 
visually distinct and separate. 
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e. The extent to which high quality landscape elements and amenities are 
provided within the public open spaces within building groups. 


f. The extent to which each parking field is visually distinct and the extent 
to which unbroken and monotonous expanses of pavement are avoided. 


g. The extent to which roadways serving the site conform to Collector Street 
Standards. 
h. The extent to which annual recharge for the Build Case exceeds annual 


recharge for the Existing Case. 


he The extent to which peak hour levels-of-service at intersections within the 
Traffic Study Area operate at level-of-service D or higher under the Build Plus 5 
Year Case. 


j. The extent to which on site wastewater treatment allows groundwater to 
meet Massachusetts Drinking Water Standards at the property line. 


k. The extent to which rooftop mechanical equipment shall be visually 
screened and acoustically buffered and to which day-night average sound levels 
caused by this equipment do not exceed fifty-five decibels (55 dBs) at the 


property line. 


Add Section 6340 


Insert following 6337b, a new section as follows: 


6340. Outside Consultants 


6341. Consultants. In the course of exercising its powers under this Bylaw, 
the Board of Appeal may engage outside consultants for peer review of 
submissions or for construction observation. Consultants are selected by majority 
vote of the Board of Appeals. To the extent practicable, the Board shall work 
cooperatively with the applicant and when appropriate shall seek input from the 
Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission with respect to 
identifying appropriate consultants. Applicants are responsible for payment of 
consultant fees. 


6342. Review Fees. 


Applicants shall reimburse the Town for the fees and expenses of outside 
consultants engaged by the Board of Appeal. Fees shall be paid prior to inception 
of each phase of the work. Escrow accounts shall be replenished within 7 days 
following receipt of notice. Failure to pay fees in accordance with the aforesaid 
shall be deemed to constitute withdrawal of the project. Fees shall be deposited 
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in a special account established by the Town Treasurer pursuant to MGL. C. 44 § 
53G. These funds may only be expended only for the purposes described in 
Section 4.02 above, and in compliance with the Uniform Procurement Act, 
M.G.L. c 30B, §§ 1-19. Within thirty (30) days of completion of the project or of 
withdrawal the proposal, applicants shall receive a final report of funds in the 
special account and shall be paid any unspent excess in the account, including 
accrued interest. The Town Accountant shall submit annually a report of the 
special account to the Board of Selectmen and Executive Secretary Town 
Administrator for review and for publication in the Sharon Annual Report. 


Review related fees will only be imposed if the work constitutes peer review of 
materials prepared on behalf of the applicant and not of independent studies 
performed on behalf of the Board; 1f he work is performed in connection with the 
applicants’ specific projects; and if the findings and reports are made part of the 
public record. 


Procurement of outside consultant services shall comply with the Uniform 
Procurement Act, M.G.L., c. 30B, s. 1-19, and with the following additional 
requirements: 


(1) the applicant shall be given five (5) days’ notice and opportunity to attach 
written comments to the invitation for bids or request for proposals; 


(2) at least three (3) bona fide bids or proposals shall be solicited; and 


(3) the applicant shall be given five (5) days’ notice and opportunity to 
comment on all bids or proposals prior to the selection of the consultant and the 
award of a contract. 


Consultants shall be qualified and where applicable duly licensed to evaluate 
specific issues before the Board. Bona fide bids or proposals shall include: the 
name of each person performing the work, the educational and professional 
credentials of each person performing the work; the work experience of each 
person performing the work; a description of the work to be performed; the 
hourly rate charged by each person performing the work; and all other expenses 
to be incurred. Any invitation for bids or request for proposals shall indicate that 
award of the contract is contingent upon payment of a review fee. If the applicant 
fails to pay the review fee within ten (10) days of receiving written notification of 
selection of a bidder or offer, the Board may deny the comprehensive permit. 


Fees assessed pursuant to this section shall be reasonable in light of: the 
complexity of the proposed project as a whole; the complexity of particular 
technical issues; the number of housing units proposed; the size and character of 
the site; the projected construction costs; and fees charged by similar consultants 
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in the area. Generally fees will not exceed amounts that would be expended by 
the Town to review a comparable project. 


6343. Appeal of Selection. 


Prior to paying the review fee, applicants may appeal selection of a particular 
consultant to the Board of Selectmen. The grounds for such an appeal shall be 
limited to claims that the consultant selected has a conflict of interest or does not 
possess the minimum required qualifications. The minimum qualifications shall 
consist either of an educational degree in or related to the field at issue or three 
(3) or more years of practice in the field at issue or a related field. The required 
time limits for action upon the application by the Board shall be extended by the 
duration of the appeal. In the event that no decision is made by the Board of 
Selectmen within one (1) month following the filing of the appeal, the selection 
made by the Board shall stand. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 


Springfield, Massachusetts May 24, 2007 

The within amendment to the zoning by-laws adopted under article I of 
the warrant for the Sharon Special Town Meeting that convened on March 12, 
2007 is hereby approved except as provided below. 


The amendments adopted under Article 1 make a number of changes to 
the town’s zoning by-laws pertaining to the creation of new “Business Districts 
D.” One change deletes Section 2320, “Business Districts,” and replaces with a 
new Section 2320. As amended, Section 2320 would provide in pertinent part as 
follows: 


2328.Business District D Design Requirements 


The public open space shall have an aggregate area 
equal to 5 percent of the floor area of the on-site 
buildings...Pesticides and herbicides shall not be 


used for landscape maintenance... 
(Emphasis added.) 


We disapprove and delete the above underlined text in Section 2328 as 
inconsistent with the provisions of G.L.c.132B, captioned, the “Massachusetts 
Pesticide Control Act.” [Disapproval #1 of 2]General Laws Chapter 132B, 
Section I provides in pertinent part as follows: 


The purpose of this chapter is to conform the laws of the commonwealth 
to the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, Public Law 
92-516, as amended, and the regulations promulgated thereunder and to 
establish a regulatory process in the commonwealth. The exclusive 
authority in regulating the labeling, distribution, sale, storage, 
transportation, use and application, and disposal of pesticides in the 


commonwealth shall be determined by this chapter. 


50 


(Emphases added.) 


The intent of G.L.c.132B is to have a uniform set of regulations 
throughout the Commonwealth administered by the Department of Food and 
Agriculture. In the case of Town of Wendell v. Attorney General, 394 Mass. 518, 
529 (1985), the Court found that G.L.c.132B was a state-wide “comprehensive” 
act that preempts further regulation by municipalities within that area of concern, 
i.e., the use and application of pesticides. We find that by prohibiting the use of 
pesticides and herbicides for landscape maintenance frustrates the achievement 
of centralized regulation of pesticide, herbicide, and fungicide use, and is 
inconsistent with the laws of the Commonwealth and must be disapproved and 


deleted. 


We next call the town’s attention to Section 2329, which pertains to 
Business District D Performance Standards and provides in pertinent part as 
follows: 


All roadways within 3,000 feet of the project site accommodating more 
than two-hundred (200) vehicle trips per hour generated by sites in the 
Business District D shall be improved to Collector Street Standards as 
set forth in the Land Subdivision Rules and Regulations of the Sharon 
Planning Board... Approval by majority vote of the Board of Selectmen is 
required for a Concept Plan Submission, a 25 Percent Design 
Submission and a 100 Percent Design Submission. The content of the 25 
Percent Design Submission and the 100 Percent Design Submission shall 
conform to Mass Highway requirements. 


(Emphasis) 


In approving the above underlined text, we point out nowhere in the 
proposed by-law or in the materials submitted to us for review do we find a 
definition for “Concept Plan Submission” or what is required for a Concept Plan 
Submission. However, based on a letter dated May 23, 2007, from Town 
Counsel, the Town takes the position that the phrase “Concept Plan” is a term of 
art commonly used in highway planning and is not vague. Town Counsel 
specifically mentions that Massachusetts Highway Department Project 
Information Page defines a “Conceptual Plan” as a Sketch Plan. In order to 
avoid a challenge that Section 2329 is void for vagueness the town may wish to 
define what is required for a “Concept Plan Submission. ” 


The amendments adopted under Article I also delete Section 2460 and 
insert a new Section 2460. As amended, Section 2463, would have provided in 


pertinent part as follows: 


2463. Lot Coverage and Open Space: 
Maximum lot coverage: 
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In Business Districts A and C: As determined during site 
plan review approval. 


(Emphasis added.) 


We disapprove and delete the above underlined text as inconsistent with 
the case law construing the function of site plan review. [Disapproval #2 of 2] In 
Massachusetts site plan review has been recognized as ancillary (1) to the 
issuance of a special permit where otherwise required, and (2) where special 
permits are not required, to the issuance of the building permit. In this latter 
instance, the central focus of site plan review is typically to identify reasonable 
conditions that satisfy established criteria for the layout, scale, appearance, 
safety, and environmental impacts of development. It is well settled that uses 
allowed as-of-right cannot be made subject to the grant of a special permit 


inasmuch as uses as-of-right and use dependent on discretion are mutually 


exclusive. Prudential Ins. Co. v. Board of Appeals of Westwood, 23 Mass. App. 
Ct. 278, 281 (1986). Site plan review is a regulation of use rather than a 


prohibition of the use; and the site plan review board does not have the 
discretionary power to deny the use. Prudential, 23 Mass App. Ct. at 282. 





The site plan review process cannot be used as the functional equivalent 
of a zoning by-law prescription, but only as an ancillary tool in the permit 
process or as a means to impose reasonable conditions on uses as of right 
intended to address deficiencies in the planned use of the site. For this reason, 
we disapprove and delete the above underlined text in Section 2463. The town 
may wish to amend Section 2463 at a future town meeting to set a fixed maximum 
lot coverage requirement for the Business Districts A and C or at least provide 
standards and criteria that would guide the exercise of discretion in determining 
the maximum lot coverage requirements for the Districts. 


Lastly, we call the town’s attention to Section 6342, “Review Fees,” 
which allowed for fees to pay the expenses of outside consultants and provides in 
pertinent part as follows: 


Fees shall be deposited in a special account established by the Town 
Treasurer pursuant to MGL.C.44 S 53G. These funds may only be 
expended only for the purposes described in Section 4.02 above, and in 
compliance with the Uniform Procurement Act, M.G.L.c30B,SS 1-19... 


Procurement of outside consultant services shall comply with the 
Uniform Procurement Act, M.G.L.,c.30B,s. 1-19, with the following 
additional requirements: 





(2) at least three (3) bona fide bids or proposals shall be solicited; and... 


(Emphasis added.) 
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In approving the above underlined text, we point out that G.L.c30B, was 
recently amended to include 20 sections. See Section 34 of Chapter 123 of the 
Acts of 2006. The town may wish to amend this text to accurately reflect the 
current number of sections in G.L.c.30B. 


We also point out that in the letter from Town Counsel dated May 23, 

2007, Town Counsel clarified that nothing in Section 6342(2) is intended to 
require the receipt of three bids or proposals. The text of Section 6342(2) is 
intended to clarify the Town’s position that for consultant review the Town is 
required to solicit for three bona fide bids or proposals but if three bids are not 
received the Town will make its selection from the bids it receives. 

MARTHA COAKLEY 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

By: Kelli E. Gunagan 

Assistant Attorney General 


MOTION: To reconsider action taken under Article 1. 


MOTION: To call the motion on reconsideration. CARRIED. 2/3 VOTE 
DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 


MOVED: To reconsider action taken under Article 1. NOT CARRIED. 
2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 


ARTICLE 2. 


VOTED: That the Town amend the zoning by-law by amending the map 
entitled “The Town of Sharon, Massachusetts — Zoning Map” dated May 10, 
2001 prepared by and bearing the signatures of the Planning Board by changing 
from the current Single Residence A district to a new zoning Business District D 
the following described property: 


Those several parcels of land bounded generally by Interstate I-95 to the west, by 
South Walpole Street to the north, by Old Post Road to the east, and by South 
Main Street to the south. 


The parcels proposed to be rezoned are shown on the Assessor’s maps as: Map 
57, blocks 24, 22, 4,5, 6 and 20. The total area to be rezoned is approximately 
2,500,000 square feet, more or less. 
A copy of plan showing the land to be rezoned is on file with the Town Clerk. 

2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 
Springfield, Massachusetts May 24, 2007 
The within amendment to the zoning by-laws adopted under article 2 of the 
warrant for the Sharon Special Town Meeting that convened on March 12, 
2007, is hereby approved. 

MARTHA COAKLEY 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL 
By: Kelli E. Gunagan 
Assistant Attorney General 


MOTION: To reconsider action taken under Article2. NOT CARRIED. 


ARTICLE 3. 


MOTION: _ That action under Article 3 be indefinitely postponed. NOT 
CARRIED. 


VOTED: That the town amend Article 12, Sign By-Law of the General By- 
Laws as follows: 


By adding at the end of Section 5.4.1 Permanent Wall Signs, subsection “b Area” 
the following: “The foregoing sentence notwithstanding, the maximum area of 
each wall sign in the zoning district “Business District D” shall be one hundred 
fifty (150) square feet.” 


And by adding the following new section 5.4.2(d): 


The foregoing provisions of Section 5.4.2 notwithstanding, each permanent 
projecting or freestanding sign located in the zoning district “Business District D” 
may have an area equal to eighty (80) square feet for every fifty thousand 
(50,000) square feet of floor area located within the project which said sign 
identifies to the maximum height permitted for buildings located in said zoning 
district “Business District D”’. 


The height of each sign shall be measured from the ground in accordance with the 
definition of “height” under the Sharon Zoning By-Laws. 
Springfield, Massachusetts May 24, 2007 
The within amendment to the general by-laws adopted under article 3 of the 
warrant for the Sharon Special Town Meeting that convened on March 12, 
2007, is hereby approved. 

MARTHA COAKLEY 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

By: Kelli E. Gunagan 

Assistant Attorney General 


ARTICLE 4. 


VOTED: That the Town abandon and release all of its right, title and 
interest in that certain easement granted to the Town by instrument of Hugh W. 
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Byrd and Delvina C. Byrd, dated March 6, 1962, recorded at Norfolk Registry of 
Deeds in Book 3983, page 267. 


Said easement granted to the Town the right and easement to access and to enter 
upon lands generally north of the cranberry bogs adjacent to Interstate Highway I 
95 for the purpose of grading said lands, and spreading loam and topsoil. Said 
land is also shown as Lots 22 and 23 on Assessor’s Map 57. A copy of said 
easement identifying the access area and also the easement area, and the 
accompanying plan, are on file with the Town Clerk. 


And further, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into such agreements, 
take all actions necessary thereto, and execute such documents as may be 
necessary to accomplish the foregoing. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR. 


ARTICLE 5. 


VOTED: That the Town accept and/or acquire by gift the fee in the 
following parcels of land or portions thereof: 


The property in Sharon, Mass. Shown as parcel B on “Plan of Land in 
Sharon, dated Nov. 25, 1960, by the Schuyler Clapp Company” filed 
with Norfolk Deeds as plan 1477-1969, Plan Book 210. 


Said parcel consists of 12.85 acres, more or less, and is shown as 
Assessor’s Map 47, lot 6 and is more fully described in Deed from Hugh W. Byrd 
and Delvina C. Byrd to Frank N. Gobbi, dated January 26, 1970 and recorded in 
Norfolk Registry of Deeds, Book 4779, page 78, or as the same may be more 
particularly described. The G.I.S. Map of said parcel shows that said lot consists 
of 16.47 acres. 


Copies of said plan and of said deed are on file with the Town Clerk 

Said property shall be used by the town only for the following purposes: 
water supply and wellhead, water supply and resource preservation and protection 
including wellhead protection, conservation and passive recreation purposes, or 
any combination of the same. 
And further to authorize the Board of Selectmen as Water Commissioners or the 
Board of Selectmen to enter into such agreements, accept such deeds or other 
instruments, and execute such documents as may be necessary to accomplish the 
foregoing. 


VOTED: That the Special Town Meeting be dissolved at 9:34 P.M. 


Attendance: 1,964 
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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MAY 7, 2007 


Pursuant to the provisions of the warrant of April 9, 2007 the inhabitants 
of the Town of Sharon qualified to vote in town affairs met at the Arthur E. 
Collins Auditorium at 7:00 P.M. 


The meeting was called to order by Moderator Paul E. Bouton. The 
Moderator said that in the absence of any objection he would assume that there 
was unanimous consent to waive the reading of the call and return of the warrant 
by Town Clerk Marlene B. Chused. There was no objection to this request. 


The Moderator said that in the absence of any objection he would assume there 
was unanimous consent to allow the following non-voters to address the meeting: 
Dick Gelerman, Mark Mazur, Rob Uyttebroek, Eric Hooper, Peter O’Cain, 
Dennis Mann, Norma Simons-Fitzgerald, Claire Jackson, Greg Meister, Marshall 
Bradstreet, Dave Clifton, John Twohig, John Kusmiersky, Marty Spagat, Robert 
Daylor, Bob Vanesse, Chris Regnier and Russell McAvoy. 


VOTED: That this Town Meeting be adjourned to reconvene at this 
auditorium upon the adjournment or dissolution of the Special Town Meeting 
within the Annual Meeting of May 7, 2007. 


SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WITHIN THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That whenever at this Special Town Meeting 
within the Annual Town Meeting a majority or two thirds vote is required by 
statute, by-law or rule of procedure, a count need not be taken, or recorded by the 
clerk but may be publicly declared by the moderator. Ifa vote so declared is 
immediately questioned by seven or more voters, the count shall be taken, and the 
vote shall be recorded by the clerk; provided, however, that if the vote is 
unanimous, a count, need not be taken and the clerk shall record the vote as 
unanimous. 


VOTED: That once final action is taken on an article, the matter may not 
again be taken under consideration at that Town Meeting unless in the best 
judgment of the Moderator, a significant error or omission occurred in the 
language or the process of the original action on the article, or a significant 
change of circumstances has occurred, such that there is a substantial likelihood 
that the outcome could change upon reconsideration or that reconsideration would 
be in the Town’s best interests. Such errors, omission or changes of 
circumstances shall be brought to the Moderator’s attention as soon as they are 
known, and the Moderator shall determine if and when the matter will be taken 
up. The Moderator shall announce this decision to the Town meeting. If the 
Moderator determines that the matter may be taken up pursuant to this motion, a 
majority vote shall be necessary in order to proceed with reconsideration. 
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ARTICLE 1. 


MOVED: That the Town vote to amend the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of 
Sharon, Massachusetts dated June 2005, as last amended on March 12, 2007, 
exactly as printed in the handout entitled “FINAL COPY OF ARTICLE 1 
INCORPORATING ALL REVISIONS FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF THE 
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT BOARD OF SELECTMEN”, a copy 
of which is attached to this motion and copies of which have been provided to all 
persons attending this Special Town Meeting. 


AMEND SECTION 2110 


Amend Section “2110. Districts” by inserting at the end of Section 2110 after the 
phrase “Water Resource Protection Districts” the following: “Senior Living 
Overlay District (Senior Living District).” 


AMEND SECTION 2211 


Amend Section “2211. Authorization” by inserting at the end of Section 2211 the 
following: “No premises shall be used in the Senior Living District except as 
provided in Section 4380, and no building or structure or part thereof shall be 
erected, altered or extended unless site plan approval therefore has been granted 
pursuant to Section 4380.” 


AMEND SECTION 3420 


Amend Section “3420. Permit Issuance” by inserting at the beginning of Section 
3420 the phrase “Except in a Senior Living District, [t]” such that 1t reads “Except 
in a Senior Living District, the Inspector of Buildings shall issue building permits 
for construction of new dwelling units in subdivisions submitted for approval 
after December 5, 1978, or for multi-family dwellings (regardless of location) 
only as follows:” 


ADD SECTION 4380 


Insert following Section “4371. Decision of the Planning Board” a new section 
4380 as follows: 


4380. Senior Living Overlay District (Senior Living District) 


4381. Senior Living District Requirements. Senior Living District 
Development is subject to the following: 


a. Purpose. The purpose of the Senior Living District is to enhance 
the public welfare by creating a vibrant community for senior citizens, 
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including senior citizens with disabilities, by providing a full range of 
support services ranging from independent living to nursing home care. 


Eligibility. An applicant may submit a site plan application 
pursuant to Section 4387 for a Senior Living District Development 
within the Senior Living District as shown on the Sharon Zoning Map. 


Application. Senior Living Districts shall be considered as 
superimposed on underlying districts created under this Bylaw. Senior 
Living District Development shall conform to all other provisions of this 
Bylaw except to the extent that use, dimensional, parking, and loading 
requirements are set forth in 4380. The Senior Living District shall not 
restrict owners’ rights relative to the underlying zoning district, including 
other overlay districts. However, if an applicant elects to use the Senior 
Living District provisions by filing a site plan approval application for a 
Senior Living District Development with the Board of Appeals pursuant 
to Section 4387 and so develops a Senior Living District Development, 
all development shall conform to the use, dimensional, parking, and 
loading requirements of 4380. Single family residences shall not be 
provided on the same lot as Senior Dwelling Units or nursing homes. To 
the extent there are inconsistencies between provisions of 4380 and the 
provisions of any underlying district, the provisions of 4380 shall govern. 


Age Restriction. All dwelling units within Senior Living 
Districts shall be subject to an age restriction described in a deed, deed 
rider, restrictive covenant, or other document in a form reasonably 
acceptable to Town Counsel that shall be recorded at the Registry of 
Deeds or the Land Court. The age restriction shall limit the dwelling 
units to occupancy by persons of age 62 or older. Occupancy of each 
dwelling unit is limited to a maximum of two (2) persons. Age and 
occupancy restrictions shall not preclude reasonable, time-limited guest 
visitation rights. The age and occupancy restrictions shall be enforceable 
solely against the violating unit and not the development as a whole by 
the owner of one or more dwelling units or by the Town of Sharon. In 
the event of a violation, and at the request of the Town, the owner of 
Senior Living District Development shall enforce the age and occupancy 
restrictions. 


Open Space Requirements. In order to obtain an initial building 
permit for a Senior Living District Development, an applicant shall 
transfer to the Sharon Conservation Commission pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 
40 § 8C not less than 2.8 acres of abutting or adjacent land for each acre 
of land contained in the lot. 


Application of Wetland Setbacks. In a Senior Living District 
Development, the construction and maintenance of a site access drive of 
minimum legal practical width is permitted within Wetland Setback 
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(1) 


Areas, even where there is an alternative means of access from a public 
way to unrestricted land of the same owner, provided that all required 
Orders-of-Conditions and other required authorizations are obtained 
under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (MGL Ch 131 §40) or 
Town of Sharon Wetlands Protection By-Law. 


Affordability Requirement. A minimum of ten (10) percent of 
all Senior Dwelling Units within each Senior Living District 
Development shall be Affordable Dwelling Units except as provided 
hereinafter. In lieu of setting aside Affordable Dwelling Units within a 
Senior Living District Development, Affordable Dwelling Units may be 
provided elsewhere in the Town of Sharon equal to eleven (11) percent 
of the Senior Dwelling Units authorized within a Senior Living District 
Development. The applicant for the Senior Living District Development 
may (1) construct or otherwise provide off-site Affordable Dwelling 
Units; (11) secure construction of off-site Affordable Dwelling Units 
through a monetary payment to a private, public, or non-profit agency or 
organization identified in the Site Plan Review process; or (111) provide 
funds to the Town of Sharon, acting by or through its Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund, or otherwise, to promote affordable housing and 
acceptance by the Town of such funds shall be deemed satisfaction of the 
affordable housing requirements set forth in this section 4381. 
Satisfaction of this affordability requirement may be evidenced by a 
development agreement or other agreement by and between the Town 
and the applicant. An applicant may use one or more of these options in 
satisfying its obligations. 


Only that portion of a lot within a Water Resource Protection 
District is subject to such provisions. 


Sureties. The property owner shall post instruments of surety, 
insurance policies, letters of credit or similar securities (hereinafter 
instruments) to the benefit of the Town of Sharon in a form acceptable to 
Town Counsel to protect the Town and residents of surrounding areas 
from damage caused by construction or operation of the Senior Living 
District Development as set forth below. Instruments may encompass 
the entire project or a specific phase of the project deemed to be 
independent of other construction phases as determined under 4387. 
Instruments, in an amount to be reasonably established by the Board of 
Appeals under 4387, shall be provided as follows: 


An instrument to be provided prior to inception of construction to be 
maintained through substantial completion of construction in an amount 
to be reasonably established by the Board of Appeals under 4387 
sufficient to provide for the securing, from a public health and safety 
perspective, of partially completed site improvements and to provide for 
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site stabilization, restoration of suitable drainage patterns, and 
revegetation of disturbed areas. 


(2) An instrument, to be provided prior to the issuance of the first 
certificate of occupancy, to secure incomplete site infrastructure 
improvements, if any, until such time as such site improvements have 
been satisfactorily completed. 


(3) An instrument to be provided upon completion of all site 
improvements or issuance of the final Certificate of Occupancy 
whichever occurs later to be maintained for one year thereafter to replace 
any plant materials which fail to thrive. 


13 Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in these By-Laws and 
regardless of whether the Senior Living District Development qualifies 
as a Subdivision or a division of land pursuant to M.G.L. c. 41, § 81P, 
streets and ways, drainage facilities, and utilities in a Senior Living 
District Development need not be designed and constructed in 
compliance with the Sharon Rules and Regulations Governing the 
Subdivision of Land. 


4382. Definitions. The following terms shall have the meanings set forth 
herein notwithstanding any conflicting definitions in Article V: 


Affordable Dwelling Unit — A Dwelling Unit fully eligible for inclusion in the 
Department of Housing and Community Development’s Chapter 40B Subsidized 
Housing Inventory. Affordable Housing Units shall be provided that can be sold 
or rented to households whose income is at or below 80% of the median 
household income within the Town of Sharon as reported by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development and shall be deed restricted as affordable 
units for a period of time as provided in a comprehensive permit issued for such 
housing. 


Senior Dwelling Unit — An area within a multi-family building consisting of one 
or more rooms, providing living facilities for one household (not necessarily 
including equipment for cooking or provisions for the same), and including space 
for living and sleeping, but not including nursing home beds. 


Senior Living District Development — A project located on a lot of land within the 
Senior Living District and developed pursuant to the requirements set forth in this 
Section 4380. A Senior Living District Development may be designed and 
developed for Senior Living District uses, with open space used for recreational 
and/or conservation purposes, in a way that departs from the underlying zoning 
regulations and other provisions of this By/aw solely to the extent that uses of 
land and buildings or dimensional, parking, and loading requirements are 
governed by the provisions of 4380. 
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4383. Use Regulations. 
a. Permitted Uses: 


(1) Age qualified multi-family residences in buildings containing a 
minimum of twenty (20) Senior Dwelling Units, including independent living and 
assisted living units. 


(2) Nursing homes, including nursing homes on the same lot as Senior 
Dwelling Units, providing skilled nursing and rehabilitation services or nursing 
home facilities (with or without dementia wards). 


b. Permitted Accessory Uses: 


(1) Support services to meet senior residents’ needs including fitness 
centers, recreation and leisure facilities (including golf courses, tennis courts and 
pools), community centers, resident and employee locker and lounge rooms, food 
services (including kitchens and cafeterias). 


(2) Medical services including medical offices, dental offices and other 
health services, or maintenance and storage facilities; provided however, such 
medical or dental offices shall not exceed 10,000 square feet of floor area. 


(3) Food services including kitchens, cafeterias, and dining rooms. 


(4) Convenience services, such as retail stores, automatic teller machines 
and banks, post offices, hair salons, laundries, dry cleaning pick-up/drop-off with 
no on-site cleaning, convenience stores, restaurants, cafes, bars, grills, movie 
theaters and services intended primarily to service a Senior Living District 
Development; provided, however, in no event shall any one of these single uses 
exceed 15,000 square feet in floor area and in the aggregate not to exceed 60,000 
sq. ft. in floor area. 


(5) Security services and related uses, including guard houses. 


(6) A property sales office and facility management office for the Senior 
Living District Development. 


(7) Parking and loading facilities including at-grade facilities as well as 
below-grade and above-grade structured facilities, which may include managed 
parking facilities within structures utilizing parking lifts and stacked parking. 


(8) Wastewater and stormwater treatment facilities and related 
appurtenances; provided that such wastewater treatment plants shall be subject to 
the issuance of a Groundwater Discharge Permit issued by the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and, as applicable, to the 
issuance of a Treatment Works Construction Permit by the Sharon Board of 
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Health subject to provision of adequate funding mechanisms ensuring proper 
operation and maintenance protocols, Town monitoring and testing, and repair 
and replacement consistent with the requirements of the Department of 
Environmental Protection and the Sharon Board of Health. In addition, at the 
boundary of the lot containing the wastewater disposal area, the groundwater 
shall meet Massachusetts drinking water standards and other limits on pollutants 
set forth hereinafter. 


(9) Maintenance buildings and garages for parking of service or facility 
vehicles excluding any vehicle maintenance; provided, however, such 
maintenance building shall not exceed 10,000 sq. ft. in floor area. 


(10) Below-grade, at-grade and above-grade utilities and appurtenances, 
including a water tower or water tank. 


(11) Passive recreation facilities including walking, jogging and bicycle 
trails. 
4384. Performance Standards. Senior Living District Development shall 


comply with the following: 


(a) Wastewater treatment plant effluent shall meet Massachusetts Drinking 
Water Standards (310 CMR 22.00) and Massachusetts Surface Water Quality 
Standards for Class A Surface Waters. 


(b) Wastewater treatment plant effluent shall limit phosphorous to a 
maximum of | mg/l unless analyses submitted under 4387 demonstrate that 
higher concentrations will not cause an exceedance of Massachusetts Surface 
Water Quality Standards for Class A Surface Waters in down gradient surface 
waters. 


(c) Wastewater treatment and stormwater management facilities shall be 
designed to reasonably minimize transfers outside of the Neponset River basin 
and transfers shall be mitigated, to the extent permits and approvals are issued, as 
practicable, through recharge or conservation measures established under 4387. 


(d) Stormwater management facilities shall attenuate increases in the volume 
of off-site discharge for the one-year frequency storm event. 


(e) Stormwater management facilities shall conform, as practicable, to the 
Department of Environmental Protection’s Stormwater Management Policies 
(March 1997) whether or not the activity is subject to the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act (MGL Ch 131 §40). 


(f) Potable water from the Sharon municipal water distribution system shall 
not be used for irrigation. 
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(g) Any on-site sanitary sewers shall be subject to on going requirements for 
leak detection and repair. 


(h) Buildings shall, as practicable, incorporate water conservation devices 
including water efficient plumbing fixtures. 


(1) Rooftop mechanical equipment shall be visually screened and 
acoustically buffered and day-night average sound levels caused by rooftop 
equipment shall not exceed fifty-five decibels (55 dBs) at the property line. 


4385. Dimensional Regulations. A Senior Living District Development 
shall comply with the dimensional requirements set forth herein. With respect to 
all requirements of these Sections 4380 through 4390, leasehold parcels within a 
lot shall be deemed as part of the lot. Dimensional requirements are as follows: 


a. Minimum Lot Area: 70 acres. 
b. Maximum Density. 
(1) Seven and one-quarter (7.25) Senior Dwelling Units per acre, 


calculated at the time of Site Plan Review of a Senior Living District 
Development. 


(2) Two and one-quarter (2.25) bedrooms per Senior Dwelling Unit. 
(3) One hundred fifty (150) nursing home beds per lot, in addition to 
Senior Dwelling Units. 

c Maximum Building Height. 

(4) For buildings and structures containing Senior Dwelling Units, 


the maximum height excluding any accessory features, rooftop equipment, and 
mechanical or elevator penthouses shall exceed neither eight (8) stories nor one 
hundred and five (105) feet. 


(5) For buildings and structures containing Senior Dwelling Units, 
the maximum height including any accessory features, rooftop equipment, and 
mechanical penthouses, but excluding elevator penthouses, shall not exceed one 
hundred and fifteen (115) feet total. 


(6) Except as provided in Section 4385.c (1) and (2)for all buildings 
and structures exceeding 5,000 sq. ft. in floor area including buildings containing 
Nursing Home facilities, the maximum height including any accessory features, 
rooftop equipment, and mechanical penthouses but excluding elevator 
penthouses, shall not exceed forty-five (45) feet total. 
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Lot width and Frontage. Buildings locations shall conform to the 
following: 
Lot width - Three hundred and seventy-five (375) feet 
Lot frontage: - Two-hundred and fifty (250) feet. 
Coverage Limits. Buildings shall conform to the following: 
Maximum lot coverage: Ten (10) percent, not 
Including parking structures. 
Maximum lot coverage: Fifteen (15) percent, including 
above-grade and below-grade parking structures. 


Maximum impervious - thirty-five (35) percent, 
materials coverage including structures and pavement. 


Minimum Open Space and Buffers. Minimum Natural Vegetation 


Area: Thirty-five (35) percent of the lot area. Minimum street buffer strips: Fifty 
(50) feet maintained as a natural vegetation area, except as required by vehicular 
and pedestrian access and egress and related traffic safety improvements and 
above-, below-, or at-grade utilities. Minimum side and rear lot line buffer strips: 
Ten (10) feet maintained as a natural vegetation area, except as required by 
vehicular and pedestrian access and egress and related traffic safety 
improvements and above-, below-, or at-grade utilities. 


following: 


Building Location. Buildings locations shall conform to the 


Minimum street setback: Two hundred and fifty (250) feet 
to streets existing at the time of application under 4387 
Minimum yard setbacks: Fifty (50) feet to side or rear lot 
lines. 

A minimum separation of forty (40) feet shall be provided between 
buildings on the same lot provided; however, that buildings may be 
connected by foundation systems, basements, cellars, above-grade or 


below-grade hallways or passageways or below-grade or above-grade 
parking facilities. 


64 


re Curb Cut. No curb cut shall be less than twelve (12) feet in width 
or more than sixty (60) feet in width, except as determined during Site 
Plan Review, pursuant to 4387, based upon standard traffic engineering 
practice. 


j. Landscaping. Landscaping shall be as shown on a plan submitted 
and approved pursuant to Section 4387. 


4386. Required Off-Street Parking and Loading. 


a. Parking Requirements. The minimum number of off-street parking 
spaces shall be (1) one and one-quarter (1.25) per Senior Dwelling Unit; 
one (1) for each three (3) beds at a nursing facility. Parking facilities 
shall conform to the following: 


(1) All required parking shall be provided on the same lot or lots as the 
principal or accessory use. Required parking may be located at grade or in below 
grade or above-grade parking structures. 


(2) Except as provided in paragraph (4), each required off-street parking 
space shall have direct access to a parking aisle and shall be large enough to 
contain a rectangle not less than nine (9) by eighteen (18) feet, except for parallel 
spaces which shall be large enough to contain a rectangle not less than nine (9) by 
twenty-two (22) feet, exclusive of drive and maneuvering space. 


(3) Parking aisles shall have a minimum width of twenty-four (24) feet in 
the case of two-way traffic, or the following minimum widths in the case of one- 
way traffic: 


Parking space angle: parallel, 30 degrees, 45 degrees, 60 

degrees, 90 degrees. 

Minimum aisle width: 12, 12, 12, 16, 24 feet respectively, 

for one-way traffic measured between ends of stall lines. 
(4) Within managed parking facilities within structures, parking lifts and 
stacked parking spaces may be provided if (i) parking attendants are available to 
operate such a facility; and (ii) in the case of stacked parking, not more than two 
(2) required parking spaces are placed behind a parking space having direct 
access to an aisle or driveway having the minimum width set forth above. 
Convenient visitor parking shall be provided within managed parking facilities or 


in separate visitor parking lots. 


b. Loading Requirements. There shall be at least one (1) loading bay for 
any building containing more than one thousand (1,000) square feet of 
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gross leasable business floor area, which area shall not include any floor 
area devoted to Senior Dwelling Units. Loading facilities shall conform 
to the following: 


(1) No loading bay shall be less than twelve (12) feet by thirty (30) feet, nor 
provide less than fourteen (14) feet of vertical clearance. 


4387. Site Plan Approval. 


Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, within a Senior Living District 
Development, no building permit shall be issued and no building or structure shall 
be erected, moved or externally enlarged and no area for parking, loading or 
vehicular services (including driveways giving access thereto) shall be established 
or changed, except in conformity with a site plan bearing the endorsement of 
approval of the Board of Appeals pursuant to this Section 4387. For purposes of 
the Senior Living District, the site plan approval process and procedures shall be 
as set forth in this Section 4387. The Board of Appeals is designated as the site 
plan review authority for all purposes under these Sections 4380 through 4390. 


a. An application and site plan shall be submitted to the Board of Appeals. 
Site plans shall be drawn to a scale of forty feet (40’) to the inch (or such 
other scale as the Board of Appeals may accept) and shall contain the 
following, except to the extent otherwise waived by the Board of 
Appeals: 


(1) Applicants are encouraged to submit a sketch plan of proposed projects 
prior to formal site plan submission. 


(2) Site plan submissions shall be prepared by a multidisciplinary team. The 
drawings shall be signed and sealed by a Massachusetts civil professional 
engineer (PE), a Massachusetts professional land surveyor (PLS), and a 
Massachusetts registered landscape architect (RLA). 


(3) Site plans shall include a cover sheet, layout sheet, grading and drainage 
sheet, traffic control sheet, landscaping sheet, lighting sheet, photometric sheet, a 
details sheet, a construction phasing sheet, and a sedimentation and erosion 
control sheet. 


(4) Site plans shall conform to the requirements of the Board with respect to 
scale, dimensions, legend, form and preparation acceptable to the Board. The 
Board may promulgate submission standards and requirements for site plan 
submission. Site plans shall be drawn at a suitable scale and layout shall be tied 
to the Mass State Coordinate System and elevations shall be on North American 
Vertical Datum (NAVD 88). 
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(5) Existing conditions shall be based on an on the ground survey based on 
fieldwork. 


(6) Site plans shall show, among other things, all existing and proposed 
buildings and structures and their uses, means of building egress, parking areas, 
access drives, loading areas, trails, recreation areas, pedestrian and bicycle paths, 
refuse and other waste disposal facilities and dumpsters, driveway openings, 
driveways, service areas and all other open space areas, zoning summary table, 
accessible parking spaces, and accessible routes. 


(7) Site plans shall show existing and proposed grading with a one foot 
contour interval and spot grades based on (NAVD 88). Earthwork quantities, 
geotechnical investigations, and foundation engineering reports shall be provided 
as required by the Board of Appeals. 


(8) All on-site local, state, and federal regulatory resource boundaries and 
buffer zones shall be clearly identified and all wetland flag locations shall be 
numbered and placed upon the Site Plan; 


(9) Site plans shall show all facilities for sanitary sewer collection systems, 
wastewater treatment systems, stormwater management systems, stormwater 
collection systems, water storage and supply systems, fire protection systems, site 
lighting, lighting and pole details, lighting photometric, and cable utility systems. 


(10) Site plans shall include landscape plans and detail sheets showing all 
hardscape and planting elements. Site lighting fixture locations shall be shown 
for coordination purposes. Use of native plant materials is encouraged. Invasive 
plants included on the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture’s Massachusetts 
Prohibited Plant List shall not be used. The drawings shall show the quantity, 
location, species, and height or caliper of all trees and shrubs and the species, 
size, and quantity of all groundcovers. Details shall be provided for all structures 
and hardscape elements and planting details shall be provided for coniferous and 
deciduous trees and shrubs of each size. 


(11) Drainage calculations and a narrative report shall be submitted detailing 
runoff under existing predeveloped conditions and under future post development 
conditions and should identify changes in the peak rate and total volume of 
stormwater runoff for the 1, 2, 10, 25, and 100 year frequency storm events. 


(12) Elevations for all structures shall be submitted. 


(13) | Acomplete sign package shall be submitted including all advertising and 
way finding signage. All wall signs and free standing signs shall be shown. Sign 
plans and details shall show locations, dimensions, colors, materials, finishes, 
methods of illumination and illumination levels, and methods of structural 
support. 
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(14) A traffic study conforming to the EOQEA/EOTC Guidelines EIR/EIS 
Traffic Impact Assessment (1989), which shall include information concerning 
proposed access and egress and the traffic impact to surrounding roadways and 
intersections and proposed mitigation. Roadway and intersection improvement 
plans shall be submitted pursuant to 4387(b)(6)(7). 


(15) An analysis of groundwater quality at the project boundary or at the 
boundary of any parcels containing wastewater disposal facilities and an analysis 
of surface water quality in down gradient lakes and ponds within 2,000 feet of the 
project boundary, including Briggs Pond, are required. When the concentration 
of any pollutant in the effluent discharges from on-site wastewater treatment 
facilities exceeds the permitted maximum permitted concentration of that 
pollutant, a geohydrologic analysis shall be performed to evaluate future 
groundwater quality at the project boundary including the contribution of effluent 
discharged on-site and background concentrations of water pollutants. Surface 
and groundwater transport of effluent from on-site wastewater disposal facilities 
and of landscape chemicals including pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers to 
down gradient surface water bodies shall be quantified and post development 
concentrations of pollutants shall be established. The analysis shall quantify the 
project impacts on surface water quality in down gradient lakes and ponds within 
2,000 feet of the project boundary, including Briggs Pond, to determine 
compliance with the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards for Class A 
Surface Waters for dissolved oxygen, temperature, pH, fecal coliform bacteria, 
solids, color and turbidity, oil and grease, and taste and odor (314 CMR 4.05) and 
to quantify degradation in water quality that would impair existing uses (314 
CMR 4.04). 


(16) A water balance analysis quantifying pre and post development water use 
and recharge including any interbasin transfers. 


(17) Construction impacts and truck traffic shall be provided for sites 
disturbing over 5 acres. 


(18) Acoustical studies shall be provided where roof top mechanical 
equipment is proposed or where the proposed use will generate noise when said 
building or use is within 500 feet of residences. 


(19) Pursuant to the EOEA/EOTC Guidelines EIR/EIS Traffic Impact 
Assessment (1989), air quality studies will be provided. 


(20) | Groundwater flow including geohydro models and aquifer recharge 
studies where on-site wastewater disposal exceeds 5,000 gallons per day or where 
more than 40,000 sq. ft. of impervious material will be placed within a Water 
Resource Protection District. 


(21) Visibility analysis, including a perspectives study during the winter 
months. 


68 


(22) A fiscal impact study shall be provided. 
(23) An infrastructure study shall be provided. 


(24) A list of all legal documents necessary for implementation of the 
proposed development, including any conservation restrictions, land transfers, 
and master deeds, with an accompanying narrative explaining their general 
purpose. 


b. Design Objectives. For projects submitted for Site Plan Review, site 
improvements shall be constructed to the following design objectives unless 
waived by the Board of Appeals: 


(1) Buildings shall be located and screened with mature plantings to 
minimize visibility from abutting residential properties and public ways. 


(2) Existing off-site structures and utilities shall be protected from 
damage caused by rock removal by blasting or pneumatic means. 


(3) Existing off-site private water supply wells shall be protected from 
damage caused by rock removal by blasting or pneumatic means and shall be 
protected from pollution caused by pollutants discharged from wastewater 
treatment facilities. 


(4) Transfers of potable water outside of the Neponset River basin shall 
be mitigated, to the extent feasible and subject to the issuance of any required 
permits and approvals, through recharge within the Neponset River basin or water 
conservation measures. 


(5) Wastewater treatment facilities should abate contaminants from such 
facilities allowing surface water quality in down gradient lakes and ponds within 
2,000 feet of the project boundary, including Briggs Pond, to meet the 
Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards for Class A Surface Waters for 
dissolved oxygen, temperature, pH, fecal coliform bacteria, solids, color and 
turbidity, oil and grease, and taste and odor (314 CMR 4.05) and not cause 
degradation of water quality below existing levels. However, applicants shall not 
be obligated to improve the surface water quality above the existing conditions or 
mitigate impacts from other sources. 


(6) To the extent the applicant obtains the necessary permits and 
approvals, off-site intersection upgrades shall be provided to minimize the 
negative impact of project generated traffic on intersection operations and levels- 
of-service at all intersections in the Intersection Study Area. The purpose of such 
upgrades will be to ensure that intersections currently operating at a level-of- 
service D or better shall not be further degraded below a level-of-service D. The 
applicant shall not be required to upgrade intersections (i) with existing levels of 
service below level-of-service D to level-of-service D (but may be required to 
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mitigate such intersection to address project traffic) or (11) where degradation of 
the level-of-service is caused by unrelated projects or development. The 
Intersection Study Area shall be Bay Road from and including its intersection 
with East Street to the Easton Town Line. The determination of level-of-service 
and other factors related to traffic will be made through a traffic study conforming 
to the EOQEA/EOTC Guidelines EIR/EIS Traffic Impact Assessment (1989), which 
shall include information concerning proposed access and egress and the traffic 
impact to surrounding roadways and intersections and proposed mitigation. 
“Level-of-service” shall be as defined by the latest version of the Transportation 
Research Board of the National Academies’ Highway Capacity Manual 2000. 


(7) Off-site roadway upgrades shall be provided to minimize the 
negative impact of project generated traffic on operations and safety at all 
locations along the Roadway Study Corridor. The Roadway Study Corridor shall 
include Bay Road from East Street to the Easton Town Line. Existing safety, 
sight distance, and horizontal and vertical geometric deficiencies and substandard 
pavement widths on roadway segments within the Roadway Study Corridor shall 
be corrected, provided that such corrections are required to permit safe 
operations, and further subject to (1) improvements can be completed within the 
existing right-of-way, and (11) to the extent permitted by authorities having 
jurisdiction. The extent of roadway segment corrections or safety protocols may 
be set forth in a development agreement or other agreement between the Town 
and applicant. This subsection (7) shall be met to the extent addressed in a 
development agreement or another agreement. 


(8) Buildings shall incorporate, to the extent feasible, energy saving 
devices and shall promote energy conservation through use of insulation and 
energy efficient building envelope elements consistent with the Massachusetts 
Building Code. 


(9) Irrigation shall be subject to an /rrigation Management Plan that 
incorporates staged drought management provisions. The /rrigation Management 
Plan may provide for non-municipal water and treated effluent application to turf 
in recreation facilities to the extent allowed by regulatory agencies having 
jurisdiction. On-site well water may be used, but drawdown affecting adjacent 
water supply wells should be minimized. 


(10) Plant materials shall be native species where practicable. Invasive 
plants listed on the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture’s Massachusetts 
Prohibited Plant List shall not be planted. Pesticides and herbicides may be used 
for landscape maintenance only if applied as part of an Integrated Pest 
Management program. Methods of application and allowed quantities of 
pesticides, fertilizers, and herbicides are subject to limitations imposed during 
Site Plan Review. 


(11) Parking lot lighting shall be designed with lower illumination levels 
consistent with IESNA recommended practice. Parking lot light trespass shall be 
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limited to 0.5 foot candles at the property line except at site access drives and 
there shall be no point sources of light visible from adjacent streets and 
properties. Parking lot pole heights shall be limited to eighteen (18) feet. All 
parking lot lighting fixtures shall incorporate dark skies principals through use of 
lighting fixtures designed to limit upward projecting light. 


m2) Runoff from pedestrian areas, landscape areas, and low volume 
vehicular areas shall be accommodated using low impact design principals, where 
practicable. 


(13) All site utilities shall be installed underground. 


C. Reports to the Board of Appeals. Within ten (10) days following receipt 
of a duly submitted site plan, the Board of Appeals shall transmit one 
copy thereof to the Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation 
Commission. The Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation 
Commission shall investigate the case and report in writing their 
recommendations to the Board of Appeals. The Planning Board, Board 
of Health, and Conservation Commission may seek pertinent information 
from other Town officials or boards and may request additional 
information from the applicant. The Board of Appeals shall not take final 
action on said plan until it has received reports thereon from the Planning 
Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission, or until forty- 
five (45) days have elapsed after receipt of such plan without submission 
of a report thereon. In reaching its decision, the Board of Appeals shall 
fully consider the recommendations set forth in these reports and shall 
accord particular weight to reports identifying significant adverse 
impacts that cannot be avoided, minimized, or mitigated. 


d. Criteria. In granting site plan approval, the Board of Appeals shall 
consider the following: 


(1) The extent to which the site plan fulfills the objective of the Senior 
Living District to create a vibrant community for senior citizens including senior 
citizens with disabilities; 


(2) The extent to which Affordable Dwelling Units are provided in 
accordance with 4381(g); 


(3) The extent to which convenient and safe vehicular and pedestrian 
movements are accommodated within the site, and in relation to adjacent streets, 
property or improvements; 


(4) The extent to which parking areas and other parts of the Senior 
Living District Development are adequately screened from adjoining premises or 
from the street, by walls, fences, plantings or other devices; 


(5) The extent to which adequate provisions are made for disposal for 
sewage, refuse or other wastes; drainage for surface water; and removal of snow; 


(6) The extent to which adequate supplies of drinking water are 
provided; 

(7) The extent to which adequate provisions are made for off-street 
parking and loading; 

(8) The extent to which adequate fire and police protection and access 


are provided. 


(9) If within the Surface Water Resource Protection District, the extent 
to which measures are provided to minimize cumulative impacts on Lake 
Massapoag and its tributary streams, including consideration of nitrate-nitrogen 
loadings. 


(10) If within the Ground Water Resource Protection District, the extent 
to which measures to minimize cumulative impacts on municipal water supplies 
are provided, including consideration of nitrate-nitrogen loadings, for that portion 
of the site within the Ground Water Resource Protection District. 


(11) The extent to which wastewater treatment plant effluent meets the 
Massachusetts Drinking Water Standards (310 CMR 22.00) and the 
Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards for Class A Surface Waters. 


(12) The extent to which phosphorous in wastewater effluent is limited to 
a maximum of | mg/l or to concentrations demonstrated not to cause an 
exceedance of Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards for Class A 
Surface Waters in down gradient surface waters. 


(13) The extent to which wastewater treatment and stormwater 
management facilities reasonably minimize transfers outside of the Neponset 
River basin with consideration of the extent to which transfers are mitigated, to 
the extent practicable, through recharge or conservation measures. 


(14) The extent to which stormwater management facilities shall attenuate 
increases in the volume of off-site discharge for the one-year frequency storm 
event. 


(15) The extent to which stormwater management facilities conform, to 
the extent practicable, to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 


Protection’s Stormwater Management Policies (March 1997). 


(16) The extent to which use of potable water from the Sharon municipal 
water distribution system for irrigation is avoided; 
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(17) The extent to which the site’s operation and maintenance plan 
provides for leak detection and repair for all on-site sanitary sewers. 


(18) The extent to which on-site buildings incorporate water conservation 
devices including water efficient plumbing fixtures. 


(19) The extent to which rooftop mechanical equipment is visually 
screened and acoustically buffered and the extent to which day-night average 
sound levels caused by rooftop equipment do not exceed fifty-five decibels (55 
dBs) at the property line. 


(20) The extent to which buildings are located and screened with mature 
plantings to minimize visibility from abutting residential properties and public 
ways. 


(21) The extent to which existing structures and utilities are protected 
from damage caused by rock removal by blasting or pneumatic means. 


(22) The extent to which existing private water supply wells are protected 
from damage caused by rock removal by blasting or pneumatic means and the 
extent to which existing private water supply wells are protected from pollution 
caused by pollutants discharged from wastewater treatment facilities. 


(23) The extent to which transfers of potable water outside of the 
Neponset River basin are mitigated, to the extent practicable, through recharge 
within the Neponset River basin or water conservation measures. 


(24) The extent to which wastewater treatment facilities abate 
contaminants from such facilities allowing surface water quality in down gradient 
lakes and ponds within 2,000 feet of the project boundary, including Briggs Pond, 
to meet the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards for Class A Surface 
Waters and not cause degradation of water quality below existing levels provided, 
however, that applicants shall not be obligated to improve the surface water 
quality above the existing conditions. 


(25) The extent to which negative traffic impacts are minimized in off- 
site intersections in the Intersection Study Area through provision of necessary 
intersection upgrades such that existing intersection currently operating at a level- 
of-service D or better shall not be further degraded below a level-of-service D. 


(26) The extent to which off-site roadway upgrades are provided to 
minimize the negative impact of project generated traffic on operations and safety 
at all locations along the Roadway Study Corridor by remediating existing safety, 
sight distance, and horizontal and vertical geometric, and pavement width 
deficiencies. 
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(27) The extent to which buildings incorporate energy saving devices and 
promote energy conservation through use of insulation and energy efficient 
building envelope elements. 


(28) The extent to which irrigation water use is minimized through 
adherence to an /rrigation Management Plan and the extent to which irrigation 
well drawdown impacts affecting existing water supply wells on neighboring 
properties are minimized. 


(29) The extent to which native plant materials are used; invasive plants 
are avoided; pesticides and herbicides are applied in accordance with an 
Integrated Pest Management program; and the quantities of pesticides, fertilizers, 
and herbicides are minimized. 


(30) The extent to which parking lot lighting limits light trespass to 0.5 
foot candles at the property line; limits pole heights to eighteen (18) feet; and uses 
lighting fixtures that minimize upward projecting light; 


(31) The extent to which runoff from pedestrian areas, landscape areas, 
and low volume vehicular areas is accommodated using low impact design 
principals; 


(32) The extent to which underground utilities are provided. 


Ci The Board of Appeals shall hold a public hearing, for which notice has 
been given as provided in M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 11, concerning a 
site plan submitted for review and approval pursuant to this Section 
4387. 


fi Final Action by the Board of Appeals. The Board of Appeals final action 
shall consist of either an approval based on the determination that the site 
plan for the Senior Living District Development is consistent with the 
criteria and requirements set forth in this Section 4380, an approval 
subject to reasonable conditions consistent with the criteria and 
requirements set forth in this Section 4380, or a denial based on a 
determination that (i) the required site plan application filing materials 
for the Senior Living District Development is incomplete or (11) the site 
plan is unreasonably inconsistent with the criteria and requirements set 
forth in this Section 4380 (unless otherwise waived) so that it admits of 
no reasonable solution. Failure of the Board of Appeals to make any 
determination within sixty days 


of its hearing, as such hearing may be extended by consent of the applicant, shall 
constitute a determination of consistency. 


4388. Consultants. 
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To facilitate review of an application for a Site Plan, the Board of Appeals may 
engage outside consultants in accordance with Section 4390. 


Consultants may be engaged to review any or all components of the site plan 
submission or any offsite improvements proposed in conjunction with the project. 
Additionally, for projects requiring issuance of state or federal permits, 
consultants may be engaged to peer review submissions to the state or federal 
agency and to represent the Town before these agencies to protect the Town’s 
interests. Consultants may be engaged to observe construction of the site 
improvements authorized by site plan approval. 


4389. Enforcement and Implementation. 


Any site plan approval issued under this section shall lapse within one (1) year if 
construction thereof has not commenced sooner, except upon application within 
one (1) year and for good cause shown. Such time period shall be extended upon 
request by the applicant for one (1) year. A Senior Living District Development 
may be constructed in multiple phases over time. Once construction of any 
portion of a Senior Living District Development has commenced, such site plan 
approval shall not lapse if the construction proceeds in phases in accordance with 
an overall project schedule of completion. 


4390 Outside Consultants. 


(a) Scope of Work. In the course of exercising its powers under this Bylaw, the 
Board of Appeals may engage outside consultants for peer review of submissions, 
for peer review and representation in regard to state and federal permits and 
licensing, or for construction observation. Consultants are selected by majority 
vote of the Board of Appeals. To the extent practicable, the Board shall work 
cooperatively with the applicant and when appropriate shall seek input from the 
Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission with respect to 
identifying appropriate consultants. Applicants are responsible for payment of 
consultant fees. 


(b) Review Fees. Applicants shall re1mburse the Town for the fees and expenses 
of outside consultants engaged by the Board of Appeals. Fees shall be paid prior 
to inception of each phase of the work. Escrow accounts shall be replenished 
within 15 days following receipt of notice. Failure to pay fees in accordance with 
the aforesaid shall be deemed, after notice to the applicant, with an opportunity to 
cure, to constitute withdrawal of the project. Fees shall be deposited in a special 
account established by the Town Treasurer pursuant to MGL. c. 44 § 53G. These 
funds may be expended only for the purposes described in above 4390(a), and in 
compliance with the Uniform Procurement Act, M.G.L. c 30B, §§ 1-19. Within 
thirty (30) days of completion of the project or of withdrawal the proposal, 
applicants shall receive a final report of funds in the special account and shall be 
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paid any unspent excess in the account, including accrued interest. The Town 
Accountant shall submit annually a report of the special account to the Board of 
Selectmen and Executive Secretary Town Administrator for review and for 
publication in the Sharon Annual Report. 


Review related fees will only be imposed if the work constitutes peer review of 
materials prepared on behalf of the applicant and not of independent studies 
performed on behalf of the Board; if the work is performed in connection with the 
applicants’ specific projects; and if the findings and reports are made part of the 
public record. 


Procurement of outside consultant services shall comply with the Uniform 
Procurement Act, M.G.L., c. 30B, s. 1-19, and with the following additional 
requirements: 


(1) the applicant shall be given five (5) days’ notice and opportunity to 
attach written comments to the invitation for bids or request for 
proposals; 

(2) at least three (3) bona fide bids or proposals shall be solicited; and 

(3) the applicant shall be given five (5) days’ notice and opportunity to 


comment on all bids or proposals prior to the selection of the consultant 
and the award of a contract. 


Consultants shall be qualified and where applicable duly licensed to evaluate 
specific issues before the Board. Bona fide bids or proposals shall include: the 
name of each person performing the work, the educational and professional 
credentials of each person performing the work; the work experience of each 
person performing the work; a description of the work to be performed; the 
hourly rate charged by each person performing the work; and all other expenses 
to be incurred. Any invitation for bids or request for proposals shall indicate that 
award of the contract is contingent upon payment of a review fee. 


Fees assessed pursuant to this section shall be reasonable in light of: the 
complexity of the proposed project as a whole; the complexity of particular 
technical issues; the number of housing units proposed; the size and character of 
the site; the projected construction costs; and fees charged by similar consultants 
in the area. Generally fees will not exceed amounts that would be expended by 
the Town to review a comparable project. 


(c) Appeal of Selection. Prior to paying the review fee, applicants may appeal 
selection of a particular consultant to the Board of Selectmen. The grounds for 
such an appeal shall be limited to claims that the consultant selected has a conflict 
of interest or does not possess the minimum required qualifications. The 
minimum qualifications shall consist either of an educational degree in or related 
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to the field at issue or three (3) or more years of practice in the field at issue or a 
related field. The required time limits for action upon the application by the 
Board shall be extended by the duration of the appeal. In the event that no 
decision is made by the Board of Selectmen within one (1) month following the 
filing of the appeal, the selection made by the Board shall stand. 


MOTION: To amend Section 4385C 


Delete the phrase 
“shall exceed neither eight (8) stories nor one hundred and five (105) feet” 
and replace it with 


“Shall not exceed the maximum height that Sharon Fire Department rescue teams 
can reach” 


MOTION: — Tocall the question. CARRIED. A STANDING VOTE. 
VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE 805. VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE 371. 


MOTION: — To amend Section 4385C. 

Delete the phrase 

“shall exceed neither eight (8) stories nor one hundred and five (105) feet” 
and replace it with 


“Shall not exceed the maximum height that Sharon Fire Department rescue teams 
can reach” NOT CARRIED. 


MOTION: — Tocall the question. CARRIED. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR. 


ARTICLE 1 


VOTED: That the Town vote to amend the Zoning By-Laws of the town of 
Sharon, Massachusetts dated June 2005, as last amended on March 12, 2007, 
exactly as printed in the handout entitled “FINAL COPY OF ARTICLE 1 
INCORPORATING ALL REVISIONS FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF THE 
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT BOARD OF SELECTMEN:’ a copy 
of which is attached to this motion and copies of which have been provided to all 
persons attending this Special Town Meeting. 


That the Town vote to Amend the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of Sharon, 


Massachusetts dated June 2005 as last amended on March 12, 2007 as follows: 
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AMEND SECTION 2110 


Amend Section “2110. Districts” by inserting at the end of Section 2110 after the 
phrase “Water Resource Protection Districts” the following: “Senior Living 
Overlay District (Senior Living District).” 


AMEND SECTION 2211 


Amend Section “2211. Authorization” by inserting at the end of Section 2211 the 
following: “No premises shall be used in the Senior Living District except as 
provided in Section 4380, and no building or structure or part thereof shall be 
erected, altered or extended unless site plan approval therefore has been granted 
pursuant to Section 4380.” 


AMEND SECTION 3420 


Amend Section “3420. Permit Issuance” by inserting at the beginning of Section 
3420 the phrase “Except in a Senior Living District, [t]” such that it reads “Except 
in a Senior Living District, the Inspector of Buildings shall issue building permits 
for construction of new dwelling units in subdivisions submitted for approval 
after December 5, 1978, or for multi-family dwellings (regardless of location) 
only as follows:” 


ADD SECTION 4380 


Insert following Section “4371. Decision of the Planning Board” a new section 
4380 as follows: 


4380. Senior Living Overlay District (Senior Living District) 


4381. Senior Living District Requirements. Senior Living District 
Development is subject to the following: 


a. Purpose. The purpose of the Senior Living District is to enhance the 
public welfare by creating a vibrant community for senior citizens, including 
senior citizens with disabilities, by providing a full range of support services 
ranging from independent living to nursing home care. 


b. Eligibility. An applicant may submit a site plan application pursuant 
to Section 4387 for a Senior Living District Development within the Senior 
Living District as shown on the Sharon Zoning Map. 


co Application. Senior Living Districts shall be considered as 


superimposed on underlying districts created under this Bylaw. Senior Living 
District Development shall conform to all other provisions of this Bylaw except 


78 


to the extent that use, dimensional, parking, and loading requirements are set forth 
in 4380. The Senior Living District shall not restrict owners’ rights relative to the 
underlying zoning district, including other overlay districts. However, if an 
applicant elects to use the Senior Living District provisions by filing a site plan 
approval application for a Senior Living District Development with the Board of 
Appeals pursuant to Section 4387 and so develops a Senior Living District 
Development, all development shall conform to the use, dimensional, parking, 
and loading requirements of 4380. Single family residences shall not be provided 
on the same lot as Senior Dwelling Units or nursing homes. To the extent there 
are inconsistencies between provisions of 4380 and the provisions of any 
underlying district, the provisions of 4380 shall govern. 


d. Age Restriction. All dwelling units within Senior Living Districts 
shall be subject to an age restriction described in a deed, deed rider, restrictive 
covenant, or other document in a form reasonably acceptable to Town Counsel 
that shall be recorded at the Registry of Deeds or the Land Court. The age 
restriction shall limit the dwelling units to occupancy by persons of age 62 or 
older. Occupancy of each dwelling unit is limited to a maximum of two (2) 
persons. Age and occupancy restrictions shall not preclude reasonable, time- 
limited guest visitation rights. The age and occupancy restrictions shall be 
enforceable solely against the violating unit and not the development as a whole 
by the owner of one or more dwelling units or by the Town of Sharon. In the 
event of a violation, and at the request of the Town, the owner of Senior Living 
District Development shall enforce the age and occupancy restrictions. 


c: Open Space Requirements. In order to obtain an initial building 
permit for a Senior Living District Development, an applicant shall transfer to the 
Sharon Conservation Commission pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 40 § 8C not less than 
2.8 acres of abutting or adjacent land for each acre of land contained in the lot. 


is Application of Wetland Setbacks. In a Senior Living District 
Development, the construction and maintenance of a site access drive of 
minimum legal practical width is permitted within Wetland Setback Areas, even 
where there is an alternative means of access from a public way to unrestricted 
land of the same owner, provided that all required Orders-of-Conditions and other 
required authorizations are obtained under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection 
Act (MGL Ch 131 §40) or Town of Sharon Wetlands Protection By-Law. 


Affordability Requirement. A minimum of ten (10) percent of all 
Senior Dwelling Units within each Senior Living District Development shall be 
Affordable Dwelling Units except as provided hereinafter. In lieu of setting aside 
Affordable Dwelling Units within a Senior Living District Development, 
Affordable Dwelling Units may be provided elsewhere in the Town of Sharon 
equal to eleven (11) percent of the Senior Dwelling Units authorized within a 
Senior Living District Development. The applicant for the Senior Living District 
Development may (i) construct or otherwise provide off-site Affordable Dwelling 
Units; (ii) secure construction of off-site Affordable Dwelling Units through a 
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monetary payment to a private, public, or non-profit agency or organization 
identified in the Site Plan Review process; or (ii1) provide funds to the Town of 
Sharon, acting by or through its Affordable Housing Trust Fund, or otherwise, to 
promote affordable housing and acceptance by the Town of such funds shall be 
deemed satisfaction of the affordable housing requirements set forth in this 
section 4381. Satisfaction of this affordability requirement may be evidenced by 
a development agreement or other agreement by and between the Town and the 
applicant. An applicant may use one or more of these options in satisfying its 
obligations. 


h. Only that portion of a lot within a Water Resource Protection 
District 1s subject to such provisions. 


¥ Sureties. The property owner shall post instruments of surety, 
insurance policies, letters of credit or similar securities (hereinafter instruments) 
to the benefit of the Town of Sharon in a form acceptable to Town Counsel to 
protect the Town and residents of surrounding areas from damage caused by 
construction or operation of the Senior Living District Development as set forth 
below. Instruments may encompass the entire project or a specific phase of the 
project deemed to be independent of other construction phases as determined 
under 4387. Instruments, in an amount to be reasonably established by the Board 
of Appeals under 4387, shall be provided as follows: 


(1) An instrument to be provided prior to inception of construction to be 
maintained through substantial completion of construction in an amount to be 
reasonably established by the Board of Appeals under 4387 sufficient to provide 
for the securing, from a public health and safety perspective, of partially 
completed site improvements and to provide for site stabilization, restoration of 
suitable drainage patterns, and revegetation of disturbed areas. 


(2) An instrument, to be provided prior to the issuance of the first certificate 
of occupancy, to secure incomplete site infrastructure improvements, if any, until 
such time as such site improvements have been satisfactorily completed. 


(3) An instrument to be provided upon completion of all site improvements 
or issuance of the final Certificate of Occupancy whichever occurs later to be 
maintained for one year thereafter to replace any plant materials which fail to 
thrive. 


Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in these By-Laws and 
regardless of whether the Senior Living District Development qualifies as a 
subdivision or a division of land pursuant to M.G.L. c. 41, § 81P, streets and 
ways, drainage facilities, and utilities in a Senior Living District Development 
need not be designed and constructed in compliance with the Sharon Rules and 
Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land. 


4382. Definitions. The following terms shall have the meanings set forth herein 
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notwithstanding any conflicting definitions in Article V: 


Affordable Dwelling Unit — A Dwelling Unit fully eligible for inclusion in the 
Department of Housing and Community Development’s Chapter 40B Subsidized 
Housing Inventory. Affordable Housing Units shall be provided that can be sold 
or rented to households whose income is at or below 80% of the median 
household income within the Town of Sharon as reported by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development and shall be deed restricted as affordable 
units for a period of time as provided in a comprehensive permit issued for such 
housing. 


Senior Dwelling Unit — An area within a multi-family building consisting of one 
or more rooms, providing living facilities for one household (not necessarily 
including equipment for cooking or provisions for the same), and including space 
for living and sleeping, but not including nursing home beds. 


Senior Living District Development — A project located on a lot of land within the 
Senior Living District and developed pursuant to the requirements set forth in this 
Section 4380. A Senior Living District Development may be designed and 
developed for Senior Living District uses, with open space used for recreational 
and/or conservation purposes, in a way that departs from the underlying zoning 
regulations and other provisions of this Bylaw solely to the extent that uses of 
land and buildings or dimensional, parking, and loading requirements are 
governed by the provisions of 4380. 


4383. Use Regulations. 
a. Permitted Uses: 


(1) Age qualified multi-family residences in buildings containing a minimum 
of twenty (20) Senior Dwelling Units, including independent living and assisted 
living units. 


(2) Nursing homes, including nursing homes on the same lot as Senior 
Dwelling Units, providing skilled nursing and rehabilitation services or nursing 
home facilities (with or without dementia wards). 


b. Permitted Accessory Uses: 

(1) Support services to meet senior residents’ needs including fitness centers, 
recreation and leisure facilities (including golf courses, tennis courts and pools), 
community centers, resident and employee locker and lounge rooms, food 


services (including kitchens and cafeterias). 


(2) Medical services including medical offices, dental offices and other 
health services, or maintenance and storage facilities; provided however, such 
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medical or dental offices shall not exceed 10,000 square feet of floor area. 
(3) Food services including kitchens, cafeterias, and dining rooms. 


(4) Convenience services, such as retail stores, automatic teller machines and 
banks, post offices, hair salons, laundries, dry cleaning pick-up/drop-off with no 
on-site cleaning, convenience stores, restaurants, cafes, bars, grills, movie theaters 
and services intended primarily to service a Senior Living District Development; 
provided, however, in no event shall any one of these single uses exceed 15,000 
square feet in floor area and in the aggregate not to exceed 60,000 sq. ft. in floor 
area. 


(5) Security services and related uses, including guard houses. 


(6) A property sales office and facility management office for the Senior 
Living District Development. 


(7) Parking and loading facilities including at-grade facilities as well as 
below-grade and above-grade structured facilities, which may include managed 
parking facilities within structures utilizing parking lifts and stacked parking. 


(8) Wastewater and stormwater treatment facilities and related 
appurtenances; provided that such wastewater treatment plants shall be subject to 
the issuance of a Groundwater Discharge Permit issued by the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and, as applicable, to the 
issuance of a Treatment Works Construction Permit by the Sharon Board of | 
Health subject to provision of adequate funding mechanisms ensuring proper 
operation and maintenance protocols, Town monitoring and testing, and repair 
and replacement consistent with the requirements of the Department of 
Environmental Protection and the Sharon Board of Health. In addition, at the 
boundary of the lot containing the wastewater disposal area, the groundwater 
shall meet Massachusetts drinking water standards and other limits on pollutants 
set forth hereinafter. 


(9) Maintenance buildings and garages for parking of service or facility 
vehicles excluding any vehicle maintenance; provided, however, such 


maintenance building shall not exceed 10,000 sq. ft. in floor area. 


(10) Below-grade, at-grade and above-grade utilities and appurtenances, 
including a water tower or water tank. 


(11) Passive recreation facilities including walking, jogging and bicycle trails. 


4384. Performance Standards. Senior Living District Development shall 
comply with the following: 
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(a) Wastewater treatment plant effluent shall meet Massachusetts Drinking 
Water Standards (310 CMR 22.00) and Massachusetts Surface Water Quality 
Standards for Class A Surface Waters. 


(b) Wastewater treatment plant effluent shall limit phosphorous to a 
maximum of | mg/l unless analyses submitted under 4387 demonstrate that 
higher concentrations will not cause an exceedance of Massachusetts Surface 
Water Quality Standards for Class A Surface Waters in down gradient surface 
waters. 


(c) Wastewater treatment and stormwater management facilities shall be 
designed to reasonably minimize transfers outside of the Neponset River basin 
and transfers shall be mitigated, to the extent permits and approvals are issued, as 
practicable, through recharge or conservation measures established under 4387. 


(d) Stormwater management facilities shall attenuate increases in the volume 
of off-site discharge for the one-year frequency storm event. 


(e) Stormwater management facilities shall conform, as practicable, to the 
Department of Environmental Protection’s Stormwater Management Policies 
(March 1997) whether or not the activity is subject to the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act (MGL Ch 131 §40). 


(f) Potable water from the Sharon municipal water distribution system shall 
not be used for irrigation. 


(g) Any on-site sanitary sewers shall be subject to on going requirements for 
leak detection and repair. 


(h) Buildings shall, as practicable, incorporate water conservation devices 
including water efficient plumbing fixtures. 


(1) Rooftop mechanical equipment shall be visually screened and 
acoustically buffered and day-night average sound levels caused by rooftop 
equipment shall not exceed fifty-five decibels (55 dBs) at the property line. 


4385. Dimensional Regulations. A Senior Living District Development shall 
comply with the dimensional requirements set forth herein. With respect to all 
requirements of these Sections 4380 through 4390, leasehold parcels within a lot 
shall be deemed as part of the lot. Dimensional requirements are as follows: 


a. Minimum Lot Area: 70 acres. 
b. Maximum Density. 
(1) Seven and one-quarter (7.25) Senior Dwelling Units per acre, calculated 
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at the time of Site Plan Review of a Senior Living District Development. 
(2) Two and one-quarter (2.25) bedrooms per Senior Dwelling Unit. 


(3) One hundred fifty (150) nursing home beds per lot, in addition to Senior 
Dwelling Units. 


er Maximum Building Height. 

(1) For buildings and structures containing Senior Dwelling Units, the 
maximum height excluding any accessory features, rooftop equipment, and 
mechanical or elevator penthouses shall exceed neither eight (8) stories nor one 
hundred and five (105) feet. 

(2) For buildings and structures containing Senior Dwelling Units, the 
maximum height including any accessory features, rooftop equipment, and 
mechanical penthouses, but excluding elevator penthouses, shall not exceed one 
hundred and fifteen (115) feet total. 

(3) Except as provided in Section 4385.c (1) and (2)for all buildings and 
structures exceeding 5,000 sq. ft. in floor area including buildings containing 
Nursing Home facilities, the maximum height including any accessory features, 
rooftop equipment, and mechanical penthouses but excluding elevator 
penthouses, shall not exceed forty-five (45) feet total. 


d. Lot width and Frontage. Buildings locations shall conform to the 
following: 


Lot width : Three hundred and seventy-five (375) feet 
Lot frontage: Two-hundred and fifty (250) feet. 


et Coverage Limits. Buildings shall conform to the 
following: 


Maximum lot coverage: Ten (10) percent, not including 
parking structures. 
Maximum lot coverage: Fifteen (15) percent, including 


above-grade and below-grade parking structures. 


Maximum impervious: thirty-five (35) percent, 
materials coverage including structures and pavement. 
D Minimum Open Space and Buffers. Minimum Natural Vegetation 
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Area: Thirty-five (35) percent of the lot area. Minimum street buffer strips: Fifty 
(50) feet maintained as a natural vegetation area, except as required by vehicular 
and pedestrian access and egress and related traffic safety improvements and 
above-, below-, or at-grade utilities. Minimum side and rear lot line buffer strips: 
Ten (10) feet maintained as a natural vegetation area, except as required by 
vehicular and pedestrian access and egress and related traffic safety 
improvements and above-, below-, or at-grade utilities. 


Building Location. Buildings locations shall conform to the 
following: 


Minimum street setback: Two hundred and fifty (250) feet 
to streets existing at the time of application under 4387 
Minimum yard setbacks _ Fifty (50) feet to side or rear lot 
lines. 


h. A minimum separation of forty (40) feet shall be provided between 
buildings on the same lot provided; however, that buildings may be connected by 
foundation systems, basements, cellars, above-grade or below-grade hallways or 

passageways or below-grade or above-grade parking facilities. 


1. Curb Cut. No curb cut shall be less than twelve (12) feet in width 
or more than sixty (60) feet in width, except as determined during Site Plan 
Review, pursuant to 4387, based upon standard traffic engineering practice. 


if Landscaping. Landscaping shall be as shown on a plan submitted 
and approved pursuant to Section 4387. 


4386. Required Off-Street Parking and Loading. 


a. Parking Requirements. The minimum number of off-street parking 
spaces shall be (1) one and one- quarter (1.25) per Senior Dwelling Unit; one (1) 
for each three (3) beds at a nursing facility. Parking facilities shall conform to the 
following: 


(1) All required parking shall be provided on the same lot or lots as the 
principal or accessory use. Required parking may be located at grade or in below 
grade or above-grade parking structures. 


(2) Except as provided in paragraph (4), each required off-street parking 


space shall have direct access to a parking aisle and shall be large enough to 
contain a rectangle not less than nine (9) by eighteen (18) feet, except for parallel 
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spaces which shall be large enough to contain a rectangle not less than nine (9) by 
twenty-two (22) feet, exclusive of drive and maneuvering space. 


(3) Parking aisles shall have a minimum width of twenty-four (24) feet in 
the case of two-way traffic, or the following minimum widths in the case of one- 
way traffic: 


Parking space angle: parallel, 30 degrees, 45 degrees, 60 
degrees, 90 degrees. 

Minimum aisle width: 12201241 6 Ateet 
respectively, for one-way traffic measured between ends of 
stall lines. 


(4) Within managed parking facilities within structures, parking lifts and 
stacked parking spaces may be provided if (1) parking attendants are available to 
operate such a facility; and (11) in the case of stacked parking, not more than two 
(2) required parking spaces are placed behind a parking space having direct 
access to an aisle or driveway having the minimum width set forth above. 
Convenient visitor parking shall be provided within managed parking facilities or 
in separate visitor parking lots. 


b. Loading Requirements. There shall be at least one (1) loading bay 
for any building containing more than one thousand (1,000) square feet of gross 
leasable business floor area, which area shall not include any floor area devoted 
to Senior Dwelling Units. Loading facilities shall conform to the following: 


(1) No loading bay shall be less than twelve (12) feet by thirty (30) feet, nor 
provide less than fourteen (14) feet of vertical clearance. 


4387. Site Plan Approval. 


Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, within a Senior Living District 
Development, no building permit shall be issued and no building or structure shall 
be erected, moved or externally enlarged and no area for parking, loading or 
vehicular services (including driveways giving access thereto) shall be established 
or changed, except in conformity with a site plan bearing the endorsement of 
approval of the Board of Appeals pursuant to this Section 4387. For purposes of 
the Senior Living District, the site plan approval process and procedures shall be 
as set forth in this Section 4387. The Board of Appeals is designated as the site 
plan review authority for all purposes under these Sections 4380 through 4390. 


a. An application and site plan shall be submitted to the Board of 
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Appeals. Site plans shall be drawn to a scale of forty 


feet (40’) to the inch (or such other scale as the Board of Appeals may accept) 
and shall contain the following, except to the extent otherwise waived by the 
Board of Appeals: 


(1) Applicants are encouraged to submit a sketch plan of proposed projects 
prior to formal site plan submission. 


(2) Site plan submissions shall be prepared by a multidisciplinary team. The 
drawings shall be signed and sealed by a Massachusetts civil professional 
engineer (PE), a Massachusetts professional land surveyor (PLS), and a 
Massachusetts registered landscape architect (RLA). 


(3) Site plans shall include a cover sheet, layout sheet, grading and drainage 
sheet, traffic control sheet, landscaping sheet, lighting sheet, photometric sheet, a 
details sheet, a construction phasing sheet, and a sedimentation and erosion 
control sheet. 


(4) Site plans shall conform to the requirements of the Board with respect to 
scale, dimensions, legend, form and preparation acceptable to the Board. The 
Board may promulgate submission standards and requirements for site plan 
submission. Site plans shall be drawn at a suitable scale and layout shall be tied 
to the Mass State Coordinate System and elevations shall be on North American 
Vertical Datum (NAVD 88). 


(5) Existing conditions shall be based on an on the ground survey based on 
fieldwork. 
(6) Site plans shall show, among other things, all existing and proposed 


buildings and structures and their uses, means of building egress, parking areas, 
access drives, loading areas, trails, recreation areas, pedestrian and bicycle paths, 
refuse and other waste disposal facilities and dumpsters, driveway openings, 
driveways, service areas and all other open space areas, zoning summary table, 
accessible parking spaces, and accessible routes. 


(7) Site plans shall show existing and proposed grading with a one foot 
contour interval and spot grades based on (NAVD 88). Earthwork quantities, 
geotechnical investigations, and foundation engineering reports shall be provided 
as required by the Board of Appeals. 


(8) All on-site local, state, and federal regulatory resource boundaries and 
buffer zones shall be clearly identified and all wetland flag locations shall be 


numbered and placed upon the Site Plan; 


(9) Site plans shall show all facilities for sanitary sewer collection systems, 
wastewater treatment systems, stormwater management systems, stormwater 
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collection systems, water storage and supply systems, fire protection systems, site 
lighting, lighting and pole details, lighting photometric, and cable utility systems. 


(10) Site plans shall include landscape plans and detail sheets showing all 
hardscape and planting elements. Site lighting fixture locations shall be shown 
for coordination purposes. Use of native plant materials is encouraged. Invasive 
plants included on the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture’s Massachusetts 
Prohibited Plant List shall not be used. The drawings shall show the quantity, 
location, species, and height or caliper of all trees and shrubs and the species, 
size, and quantity of all groundcovers. Details shall be provided for all structures 
and hardscape elements and planting details shall be provided for coniferous and 
deciduous trees and shrubs of each size. 


(11) Drainage calculations and a narrative report shall be submitted detailing 
runoff under existing predeveloped conditions and under future post development 
conditions and should identify changes in the peak rate and total volume of 
stormwater runoff for the 1, 2, 10, 25, and 100 year frequency storm events. 


(12) Elevations for all structures shall be submitted. 


(13) A complete sign package shall be submitted including all advertising and 
way finding signage. All wall signs and free standing signs shall be shown. Sign 
plans and details shall show locations, dimensions, colors, materials, finishes, 
methods of illumination and illumination levels, and methods of structural 
support. 


(14) A traffic study conforming to the EOEA/EOTC Guidelines EIR/EIS 
Traffic Impact Assessment (1989), which shall include information concerning 
proposed access and egress and the traffic impact to surrounding roadways and 
intersections and 


proposed mitigation. Roadway and intersection improvement plans shall be 
submitted pursuant to 4387(b)(6)(7). 


(15) An analysis of groundwater quality at the project boundary or at the 
boundary of any parcels containing wastewater disposal facilities and an analysis 
of surface water quality in down gradient lakes and ponds within 2,000 feet of the 
project boundary, including Briggs Pond, are required. When the concentration 
of any pollutant in the effluent discharges from on-site wastewater treatment 
facilities exceeds the permitted maximum permitted concentration of that 
pollutant, a geohydrologic analysis shall be performed to evaluate future 
groundwater quality at the project boundary including the contribution of effluent 
discharged on-site and background concentrations of water pollutants. Surface 
and groundwater transport of effluent from on-site wastewater disposal facilities 
and of landscape chemicals including pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers to 
down gradient surface water bodies shall be quantified and post development 
concentrations of pollutants shall be established. The analysis shall quantify the 
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project impacts on surface water quality in down gradient lakes and ponds within 
2,000 feet of the project boundary, including Briggs Pond, to determine 
compliance with the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards for Class A 
Surface Waters for dissolved oxygen, temperature, pH, fecal coliform bacteria, 
solids, color and turbidity, oil and grease, and taste and odor (314 CMR 4.05) and 
to quantify degradation in water quality that would impair existing uses (314 
CMR 4.04). 


(16) A water balance analysis quantifying pre and post development water use 
and recharge including any interbasin transfers. 


(17) Construction impacts and truck traffic shall be provided for sites disturbing 
over 5 acres. 


(18) Acoustical studies shall be provided where roof top mechanical equipment 
is proposed or where the proposed use will generate noise when said building or 
use is within 500 feet of residences. 


(19) Pursuant to the EOEA/EOTC Guidelines EIR/EIS Traffic Impact 
Assessment (1989), air quality studies will be provided. 


(20) Groundwater flow including geohydro models and aquifer recharge studies 
where on-site wastewater disposal exceeds 5,000 


gallons per day or where more than 40,000 sq. ft. of impervious material will be 
placed within a Water Resource Protection District. 


(21) Visibility analysis, including a perspectives study during the winter 
months. 


(22) A fiscal impact study shall be provided. 

(23) An infrastructure study shall be provided. 

(24) A list of all legal documents necessary for implementation of the proposed 
development, including any conservation restrictions, land transfers, and master 
deeds, with an accompanying narrative explaining their general purpose. 

b. Design Objectives. For projects submitted for Site Plan Review, site 
improvements shall be constructed to the following design objectives unless 


waived by the Board of Appeals: 


(1) Buildings shall be located and screened with mature plantings to 
minimize visibility from abutting residential properties and public ways. 


(2) Existing off-site structures and utilities shall be protected from damage 
caused by rock removal by blasting or pneumatic means. 
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(3) Existing off-site private water supply wells shall be protected from 
damage caused by rock removal by blasting or pneumatic means and shall be 
protected from pollution caused by pollutants discharged from wastewater 
treatment facilities. 


(4) Transfers of potable water outside of the Neponset River basin shall be 
mitigated, to the extent feasible and subject to the issuance of any required 
permits and approvals, through recharge within the Neponset River basin or water 
conservation measures. 


(5) Wastewater treatment facilities should abate contaminants from such 
facilities allowing surface water quality in down gradient lakes and ponds within 
2,000 feet of the project boundary, including Briggs Pond, to meet the 
Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards for Class A Surface Waters for 
dissolved oxygen, temperature, pH, fecal coliform bacteria, solids, color and 
turbidity, oil and grease, and taste and odor (314 CMR 4.05) and not cause 
degradation of water quality below existing levels. However, applicants shall not 
be obligated to improve the surface water quality above the existing conditions or 
mitigate impacts from other sources. 


(6) To the extent the applicant obtains the necessary permits and approvals, 
off-site intersection upgrades shall be provided to minimize the negative impact 
of project generated traffic on intersection operations and levels-of-service at all 
intersections in the Intersection Study Area. The purpose of such upgrades will 
be to ensure that intersections currently operating at a level-of-service D or better 
shall not be further degraded below a level-of-service D. The applicant shall not 
be required to upgrade intersections (1) with existing levels of service below 
level-of-service D to level-of-service D (but may be required to mitigate such 
intersection to address project traffic) or (11) where degradation of the level-of- 
service is caused by unrelated projects or development. The Intersection Study 
Area shall be Bay Road from and including its intersection with East Street to the 
Easton Town Line. The determination of level-of-service and other factors 
related to traffic will be made through a traffic study conforming to the 
EOEA/EOTC Guidelines EIR/EIS Traffic Impact Assessment (1989), which shall 
include information concerning proposed access and egress and the traffic impact 
to surrounding roadways and intersections and proposed mitigation. “Level-of- 
service” shall be as defined by the latest version of the Transportation Research 
Board of the National Academies’ Highway Capacity Manual 2000. 


(7) Off-site roadway upgrades shall be provided to minimize the negative 
impact of project generated traffic on operations and safety at all locations along 
the Roadway Study Corridor. The Roadway Study Corridor shall include Bay 
Road from East Street to the Easton Town Line. Existing safety, sight distance, 
and horizontal and vertical geometric deficiencies and substandard pavement 
widths on roadway segments within the Roadway Study Corridor shall be 
corrected, provided that such corrections are required to permit safe operations, 
and further subject to (1) improvements can be completed within the existing 
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right-of-way, and (11) to the extent permitted by authorities having jurisdiction. 
The extent of roadway segment corrections or safety protocols may be set forth in 
a development agreement or other agreement between the Town and applicant. 
This subsection (7) shall be met to the extent addressed in a development 
agreement or another agreement. 


(8) Buildings shall incorporate, to the extent feasible, energy saving devices 
and shall promote energy conservation through use of insulation and energy 
efficient building envelope elements consistent with the Massachusetts Building 
Code. 


(9) Irrigation shall be subject to an /rrigation Management Plan that 
incorporates staged drought management provisions. The /rrigation Management 
Plan may provide for non-municipal water and treated effluent application to turf 
in recreation facilities to the extent allowed by regulatory agencies having 
jurisdiction. On-site well water may be used, but drawdown affecting adjacent 
water supply wells should be minimized. 


(10) Plant materials shall be native species where practicable. Invasive plants 
listed on the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture’s Massachusetts 
Prohibited Plant List shall not be planted. Methods of application and allowed 
quantities of fertilizers are subject to limitations imposed during Site Plan 
Review. 


(11) Parking lot lighting shall be designed with lower illumination levels 
consistent with IESNA recommended practice. Parking lot light trespass shall be 
limited to 0.5 foot candles at the property line except at site access drives and 
there shall be no point sources of light visible from adjacent streets and 
properties. Parking lot pole heights shall be limited to eighteen (18) feet. All 
parking lot lighting fixtures shall incorporate dark skies principals through use of 
lighting fixtures designed to limit upward projecting light. 


(12) Runoff from pedestrian areas, landscape areas, and low volume vehicular 
areas shall be accommodated using low impact design principals, where 
practicable. 


(13) All site utilities shall be installed underground. 


Ge Reports to the Board of Appeals. Within ten (10) days following 
receipt of a duly submitted site plan, the Board of Appeals shall transmit one copy 
thereof to the Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission. 
The Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission shall 
investigate the case and report in writing their recommendations to the Board of 
Appeals. The Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission 
may seek pertinent information from other Town officials or boards and may 
request additional information from the applicant. The Board of Appeals shall not 
take final action on said plan until it has received reports thereon from the 
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Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission, or until forty- 
five (45) days have elapsed after receipt of such plan without submission of a 
report thereon. In reaching its decision, the Board of Appeals shall fully consider 
the recommendations set forth in these reports and shall accord particular weight 
to reports identifying significant adverse impacts that cannot be avoided, 
minimized, or mitigated. 


d. Criteria. In granting site plan approval, the Board of Appeals shall 
consider the following: 


(1) The extent to which the site plan fulfills the objective of the Senior 
Living District to create a vibrant community for senior citizens including senior 
citizens with disabilities; 


(2) The extent to which Affordable Dwelling Units are provided in 
accordance with 4381(g); 


(3) The extent to which convenient and safe vehicular and pedestrian 
movements are accommodated within the site, and in relation to adjacent streets, 
property or improvements; 


(4) The extent to which parking areas and other parts of the Senior Living 
District Development are adequately screened from adjoining premises or from 


the street, by walls, fences, plantings or other devices; 


(5) The extent to which adequate provisions are made for disposal for 
sewage, refuse or other wastes; drainage for surface water; and removal of snow; 


(6) The extent to which adequate supplies of drinking water are provided; 


(7) The extent to which adequate provisions are made for off-street parking 
and loading; 


(8) The extent to which adequate fire and police protection and access are 
provided. 
(9) If within the Surface Water Resource Protection District, the extent to 


which measures are provided to minimize cumulative impacts on Lake 
Massapoag and its tributary streams, including consideration of nitrate-nitrogen 
loadings. 


(10) If within the Ground Water Resource Protection District, the extent to 
which measures to minimize cumulative impacts on municipal water supplies are 
provided, including consideration of nitrate-nitrogen loadings, for that portion of 
the site within the Ground Water Resource Protection District. 
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(11) The extent to which wastewater treatment plant effluent meets the 
Massachusetts Drinking Water Standards (310 CMR 22.00) and the 
Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards for Class A Surface Waters. 


(12) The extent to which phosphorous in wastewater effluent is limited to a 
maximum of | mg/l or to concentrations demonstrated not to cause an exceedance 
of Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards for Class A Surface Waters in 
down gradient surface waters. 


(13) The extent to which wastewater treatment and stormwater management 
facilities reasonably minimize transfers outside of the Neponset River basin with 
consideration of the extent to which transfers are mitigated, to the extent 
practicable, through recharge or conservation measures. 


(14) The extent to which stormwater management facilities shall attenuate 
increases in the volume of off-site discharge for the one-year frequency storm 
event. 


(15) The extent to which stormwater management facilities conform, to the 
extent practicable, to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Stormwater Management Policies (March 1997). 


(16) The extent to which use of potable water from the Sharon municipal water 
distribution system for irrigation is avoided; 


(17) The extent to which the site’s operation and maintenance plan provides for 
leak detection and repair for all on-site sanitary sewers. 


(18) The extent to which on-site buildings incorporate water conservation 
devices including water efficient plumbing fixtures. 


(19) The extent to which rooftop mechanical equipment is visually screened and 
acoustically buffered and the extent to which day-night average sound levels 
caused by rooftop equipment do not exceed fifty-five decibels (55 dBs) at the 


property line. 


(20) The extent to which buildings are located and screened with mature 
plantings to minimize visibility from abutting residential properties and public 
ways. 


(21) The extent to which existing structures and utilities are protected from 
damage caused by rock removal by blasting or pneumatic means. 


(22) The extent to which existing private water supply wells are protected from 

damage caused by rock removal by blasting or pneumatic means and the extent to 
which existing private water supply wells are protected from pollution caused by 

pollutants discharged from wastewater treatment facilities. 
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(23) The extent to which transfers of potable water outside of the Neponset 
River basin are mitigated, to the extent practicable, through recharge within the 
Neponset River basin or water conservation measures. 


(24) The extent to which wastewater treatment facilities abate contaminants 
from such facilities allowing surface water quality in down gradient lakes and 
ponds within 2,000 feet of the project boundary, including Briggs Pond, to meet 
the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards for Class A Surface Waters 
and not cause degradation of water quality below existing levels provided, 
however, that applicants shall not be obligated to improve the surface water 
quality above the existing conditions. 


(25) The extent to which negative traffic impacts are minimized in off-site 
intersections in the Intersection Study Area through provision of necessary 
intersection upgrades such that existing intersection currently operating at a level- 
of-service D or better shall not be further degraded below a level-of-service D. 


(26) The extent to which off-site roadway upgrades are provided to minimize 
the negative impact of project generated traffic on operations and safety at all 
locations along the Roadway Study Corridor by remediating existing safety, sight 
distance, and horizontal and vertical geometric, and pavement width deficiencies. 


(27) The extent to which buildings incorporate energy saving devices and 
promote energy conservation through use of insulation and energy efficient 
building envelope elements. 


(28) The extent to which irrigation water use is minimized through adherence to 
an Irrigation Management Plan and the extent to which irrigation well drawdown 
impacts affecting existing water supply wells on neighboring properties are 
minimized. 


(29) The extent to which native plant materials are used; invasive plants are 
avoided; pesticides and herbicides are applied in accordance with an Integrated 
Pest Management program; and the quantities of pesticides, fertilizers, and 
herbicides are minimized. 


(30) The extent to which parking lot lighting limits light trespass to 0.5 foot 
candles at the property line; limits pole heights to eighteen (18) feet; and uses 


lighting fixtures that minimize upward projecting light; 


(31) The extent to which runoff from pedestrian areas, landscape areas, and low 
volume vehicular areas is accommodated using low impact design principals; 


(32) The extent to which underground utilities are provided. 


e The Board of Appeals shall hold a public hearing, for which notice 
has been given as provided in M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 11, concerning a site 
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plan submitted for review and approval pursuant to this Section 4387. 


ie Final Action by the Board of Appeals. The Board of Appeals final 
action shall consist of either an approval based on the determination that the site 
plan for the Senior Living District Development is consistent with the criteria and 
requirements set forth in this Section 4380, an approval subject to reasonable 
conditions consistent with the criteria and requirements set forth in this Section 
4380, or a denial based on a determination that (i) the required site plan 
application filing materials for the Senior Living District Development is 
incomplete or (ii) the site plan is unreasonably inconsistent with the criteria and 
requirements set forth in this Section 4380 (unless otherwise waived) so that it 
admits of no reasonable solution. Failure of the Board of Appeals to make any 
determination within sixty days of its hearing, as such hearing may be extended 
by consent of the applicant, shall constitute a determination of consistency. 


4388. Consultants. 


To facilitate review of an application for a Site Plan, the Board of Appeals may 
engage outside consultants in accordance with Section 4390. 


Consultants may be engaged to review any or all components of the site plan 
submission or any offsite improvements proposed in conjunction with the project. 
Additionally, for projects requiring issuance of state or federal permits, 
consultants may be engaged to peer review submissions to the state or federal 
agency and to represent the Town before these agencies to protect the Town’s 
interests. Consultants may be engaged to observe construction of the site 
improvements authorized by site plan approval. 


4389. Enforcement and Implementation. 


Any site plan approval issued under this section shall lapse within one (1) year if 
construction thereof has not commenced sooner, except upon application within 
one (1) year and for good cause shown. Such time period shall be extended upon 
request by the applicant for one (1) year. A Senior Living District Development 
may be constructed in multiple phases over time. Once construction of any 
portion of a Senior Living District Development has commenced, such site plan 
approval shall not lapse if the construction proceeds in phases in accordance with 
an overall project schedule of completion. 


4390. Outside Consultants. 


(a) Scope of Work. In the course of exercising its powers under this Bylaw, the 
Board of Appeals may engage outside consultants for peer review of submissions, 
for peer review and representation in regard to state and federal permits and 
licensing, or for construction observation. Consultants are selected by majority 
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vote of the Board of Appeals. To the extent practicable, the Board shall work 
cooperatively with the applicant and when appropriate shall seek input from the 
Planning Board, Board of Health, and Conservation Commission with respect to 
identifying appropriate consultants. Applicants are responsible for payment of 
consultant fees. 


(b) Review Fees. Applicants shall reimburse the Town for the fees and expenses 
of outside consultants engaged by the Board of Appeals. Fees shall be paid prior 
to inception of each phase of the work. Escrow accounts shall be replenished 
within 15 days following receipt of notice. Failure to pay fees in accordance with 
the aforesaid shall be deemed, after notice to the applicant, with an opportunity to 
cure, to constitute withdrawal of the project. Fees shall be deposited in a special 
account established by the Town Treasurer pursuant to MGL. c. 44 § 53G. These 
funds may be expended only for the purposes described in above 4390(a), and in 
compliance with the Uniform Procurement Act, M.G.L. c 30B, §§ 1-20. Within 
thirty (30) days of completion of the project or of withdrawal the proposal, 
applicants shall receive a final report of funds in the special account and shall be 
paid any unspent excess in the account, including accrued interest. The Town 
Accountant shall submit annually a report of the special account to the Board of 
Selectmen and Executive Secretary Town Administrator for review and for 
publication in the Sharon Annual Report. 


Review related fees will only be imposed if the work constitutes peer review of 
materials prepared on behalf of the applicant and not of independent studies 
performed on behalf of the Board; if the work is performed in connection with the 
applicants’ specific projects; and if the findings and reports are made part of the 
public record. 


Procurement of outside consultant services shall comply with the Uniform 
Procurement Act, M.G.L., c. 30B, s. 1-19, and with the following additional 
requirements: 


(1) the applicant shall be given five (5) days’ notice and opportunity to 
attach written comments to the invitation for bids or request for proposals; 


(2) at least three (3) bona fide bids or proposals shall be solicited; and 


(3) the applicant shall be given five (5) days’ notice and opportunity to 
comment on all bids or proposals prior to the selection of the consultant and the 
award of a contract. 


Consultants shall be qualified and where applicable duly licensed to evaluate 
specific issues before the Board. Bona fide bids or proposals shall include: the 
name of each person performing the work, the educational and professional 
credentials of each person performing the work; the work experience of each 
person performing the work; a description of the work to be performed; the 
hourly rate charged by each person performing the work; and all other expenses 
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to be incurred. Any invitation for bids or request for proposals shall indicate that 
award of the contract is contingent upon payment of a review fee. 


Fees assessed pursuant to this section shall be reasonable in light of: the 
complexity of the proposed project as a whole; the complexity of particular 
technical issues; the number of housing units proposed; the size and character of 
the site; the projected construction costs; and fees charged by similar consultants 
in the area. Generally fees will not exceed amounts that would be expended by 
the Town to review a comparable project. 


(c) Appeal of Selection. Prior to paying the review fee, applicants may appeal 
selection of a particular consultant to the Board of Selectmen. The grounds for 
such an appeal shall be limited to claims that the consultant selected has a conflict 
of interest or does not possess the minimum required qualifications. The 
minimum qualifications shall consist either of an educational degree in or related 
to the field at issue or three (3) or more years of practice in the field at issue or a 
related field. The required time limits for action upon the application by the 
Board shall be extended by the duration of the appeal. In the event that no 
decision is made by the Board of Selectmen within one (1) month following the 
filing of the appeal, the selection made by the Board shall stand. 


A STANDING VOTE. VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE 919. VOTES IN 
THE NEGATIVE 333. 
Springfield, Massachusetts July 30, 2007 

The within amendment to the zoning by-laws adopted under Article 3 of 
the warrant for the Special Town Meeting within the Annual Town Meeting 
that convened on May 7, 2007 is hereby approved except as provided below. 


The amendments adopted under Article 1 make a number of changes to 
the town’s zoning by-laws pertaining to a new Senior Living Overlay District. 
One such change adds a new Section 4380, “Senior Living Overlay District 
(Senior Living District).”” Section 4381 of the proposed by-law pertains to 
requirements in the new District and provides in pertinent part as follows: 


Senior Living District Development is subject to the following: 


j. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in these By-Laws and 
regardless of whether the Senior Living District Development qualifies 
as a subdivision or a division of land pursuant to M.G.L.c.41,S81P, 
street and ways, drainage facilities, and utilities in a Senior Living 
District Development need not be designed and constructed in 
compliance with the Sharon Rules and Regulations Governing the 
Subdivision of Land. 


In approving the above-quoted text, we remind the town that the 
Subdivision control Law is a “comprehensive statutory scheme designed for the 


OT 


’” 


safety, convenience, and welfare of the inhabitants of the cities and towns. 


Nantucket Land Council, Inc. v. Planning Bd. of Nantucket, 5 Mass. App. Ct. 206, 


208 (1977). See also Constanza & Bertolino v. Planning Bd. of Randolph, 340 
Mass. 677, 679 (1971). The Subdivision Control Law “accomplishes this purpose 
by, among other things, regulating the laying out and construction of ways in 
subdivisions providing access to the several lots therein.[and by] securing 
adequate provision for water, sewage, drainage [and] underground utility 
services.” Constanza, 340 Mass. at 679 (citing G.L.c.41,S81M). Compare State 
Building Code, 6" Edition, 780 C.M.R. SS 1 et seq. (preempting local regulation 
of the design and construction of building and structures). The Subdivision 
Control Law authorizes the Planning Board to enact regulations for the location, 
construction, width, grade, and installations of municipal services on ways shown 
in a subdivision plan; however, such regulations cannot be inconsistent with valid 
by-laws of the town. G.L.c.41,S81Q. 


As a comprehensive statutory scheme, the Subdivision Control Law 
preempts any local action, including local, general and zoning by-laws, that seeks 
to govern how subdivision plans are reviewed, submitted, and approve. Thus, a 
local by-law cannot exempt a development for the requirements of the Subdivision 
Control Law. According to town counsel in a letter dated July 16, 2007, the 
purpose of Section 4381 (j) is to clarify the requirements that any development 
with the new District must comply with the specific design requirements set for in 
the proposed by-law. Moreover, the development in the new district is one parcel 
and is not subject to the Subdivision Control Law and the Planning Board’s Rules 
and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land. Based on this interpretation 
of Section 4381 (j) that we approve its provisions. 


We next call the town’s attention to Section 4387, “Site Plan,”’ which 
would have provided in pertinent part as follows: 


b. Design Objectives. For projects submitted for Site Plan Review, site 
improvements shall be constructed to the following design objectives 
unless waived by the Board of Appeals: 


(10) Plant materials shall be native species where practicable. Invasive 
plants listed on the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture's 
Massachusetts Prohibited Plan List shall not be planted. Pesticides and 


herbicides may be used for landscape maintenance only if applied as 


part of an Integrated Pest Management program. Methods of 
application and allowed quantities of pesticides, fertilizers, and 


herbicides are subject to limitations imposed during Site Plan Review. 


d. Criteria. In granting site plan approval, the Board of Appeals shall 
consider the following: 


(29) The extent to which native plant materials are used; invasive plants 
are avoided; pesticides and herbicides are applied in accordance with an 
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Integrated Pest Management program; and the quantities of pesticides, 


fertilizers, and herbicides are minimized. 
(Emphasis added.) 


We disapprove and delete the above underlined text in Sections 
4387(b)(10)and(d)(29)as inconsistent with the provisions of G.L.c.132B, 
captioned, the “Massachusetts Pesticide Control Act.” [Disapproval #1 of 1] 
General Laws Chapter 132B, Section 1 provides in pertinent part as follows: 


The purpose of this chapter is to conform the laws of the commonwealth 
to the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, Public Law 
92-516, as amended, and the regulations promulgated thereunder and to 
establish a regulatory process in the commonwealth. The exclusive 
authority in regulating the labeling, distribution, sale, storage, 
transportation, use and application, and disposal of pesticides in the 


commonwealth shall be determined by this chapter. 
(Emphasis added.) 


The intent of G.L.c.132B is to have a uniform set of regulations throughout the 
Commonwealth administered by the Department of Food and Agriculture. In the 
case of Town of Wendell v. Attorney General, 394 Mass. 518, 529 (1985), the 
Court found that G.L.c.132B was a state-wide “comprehensive” act that 
preempts further regulation by municipalities within that area of concern, i.e., the 
use and application of pesticides. We find that by prohibiting the use of 
pesticides and herbicides unless applied as part of an Integrated Pest 
Management program for landscape maintenance frustrates the achievement of 
centralized regulation of pesticide, herbicide, and fungicide use, and is 
inconsistent with the laws of the Commonwealth and must be disapproved and 
deleted. 


We also point out that the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture was 
renamed to the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources. The town 
may wish to amend the remaining portions of Section 4387 (b)(10) to reflect the 
Agency's current name. 


We next call the town’s attention to Section 4390, which pertains to 
outside consultants and provides in pertinent part as follows: 


(b) Review Fees. Applicants shall reimburse the Town for the fees and 
expenses of outside consultants engaged by the Board of Appeals. These 
funds may only be expended only for the purposes described in above in 
4390 (a), and in compliance with the Uniform Procurement Act, 
M.G.L.c.30B, SS 1-19... 
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Procurement of outside consultant services shall comply with the 
Uniform Procurement Act, M.G.L., c30B,s.1-19, with the following 
additional requirements: 


(2) at least three (3) bona fide bids or proposals shall be solicited; and... 
(Emphasis added.) 


In approving the above underlined text, we point out that G.L.c.30B, was 
recently amended to include 20 sections. See Section 34 of Chapter 123 of the 
Acts of 2006. The town may wish to amend this text to accurately reflect the 
current number of sections in G.L.c.30B. 


We also point out that in the letter from Town Counsel dated May 23, 
2007, relating to by-laws adopted at another recent Town Meeting, Town 
Counsel clarified that the text identical to that in Section 4390(b)(2) is intended to 
require the receipt of three bids or proposals. The text of Section 4390(b)(2) is 
intended to clarify the town’s position that for consultant review the town is 
required to solicit for three bona fide bids or proposals but if three bids are not 
received the town will make its selection from the bids it receives. 


In approving the remaining portions of the proposed by-law, we call the 
town’s attention to the scope of review applicable to review by the Attorney 
General. Under the provisions of G.L.c.40,S32, the Attorney General's limited 
power of disapproval requires that the Attorney General cite a facial 
inconsistency between the by-law adopted by the town and the constitution or 
laws of the Commonwealth. Facial inconsistency means that there is a 
fundamental conflict between the by-law and the laws of the Commonwealth. The 
Attorney General exercises a limited power of disapproval of local government 
legislation, and then only where a conflict with state law is compelling and clear. 
It is for this reason that we partially disapprove the amendments adopted under 
Article 1. 


We point out that we received a number of opposition letters suggesting, 
among other things, that the proposed zoning by-law constitutes “spot zoning” as 
that term is understood in state law. “Spot zoning” has been described as being 
“the singling out of a particular parcel of land for special zoning treatment 
where such land is indistinguishable from surrounding land that has been held to 
be invalid as spot zoning.” Spot zoning is usually concerned with situations in 
which an economic benefit is specially conferred on a particular landowner. See, 


e.g., Atherton v. Selectmen of Bourne, 337 Mass. 250 (1958) 


It must first be noted that an economic benefit to the owner of land 
resulting from the rezoning of the land from one district to another is alone 
insufficient to compel the legal conclusion that the amendment is “spot” zoning. 
It is rather the concomitant absence of traditional planning and zoning 
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considerations that would compromise the legitimacy of town meeting's action in 
rezoning the parcel. In other words, to arrive at the legal conclusion that town 
meeting ‘spot zoned” a parcel, we must first find that the traditional zoning 
factors were absent. 

The courts have held that “the challenger bears a heavy burden of 
demonstrating that there is no zoning purpose to the amendment in the face of the 
presumption of validity that the amendment enjoys.”’ Beal v. Building Comm’r of 


Springfield, 353 Mass. 640 (1968); Smith v. Board of Appeals of Salem, 313 
Mass. 622 (1943)(where there is room for reasonable doubt, judgment of local 


authorities must prevail). Such findings ordinarily require a level of inquiry that 
exceeds the scope of review prescribed by G.L.c.40,S32. The findings 
appropriate to the conclusion that Town Meeting’s action was an instance of 
“spot zoning” would ordinarily require information and evidence that could only 
be obtained from investigations in the town and in the neighborhood of the parcel 
in question. For example, firsthand observation of the existing character of the 
neighborhood and the patterns and trends of neighborhood change would be 
entirely appropriate for a judicial trier of fact in the courtroom setting, yet such 
inquiry is neither prescribed or even possible for the Attorney General to make in 
carrying out her mandate under Section 32. 


As stated in more detail above, under Section 32, the Attorney General is 
charged with the review of by-laws adopted by town meeting for consistency with 
the laws and the Constitution of the Commonwealth. This review requires that 
the Attorney General ascertain whether there is a facial, rather than an “as 
applied,” inconsistency between the by-law and the laws and Constitution of the 
Commonwealth. Facial inconsistency means that there is a fundamental conflict 
between the by-law and the laws of the Commonwealth, such that there is or can 
be no instance in which the application of the by-law does not offend state law. 
This statutory review is made on the basis of materials submitted to the Attorney 
General by the Town Clerk. Clearly, Town Meeting members come better 
equipped than the Attorney General to make the findings appropriate to 
avoidance of “spot zoning.” Town Meeting members live in the town and have 
direct acquaintance with the character and development trends of the 
neighborhood. They were present during the debate on the Article on the floor of 
Town Meeting and had the opportunity to hear and ask questions of the 
proponents. 


Without ruling out the possibility that there could be facts and 
circumstances that would warrant the Attorney General finding an instance of 
“spot zoning,” we nevertheless do not find on the facts before us a compelling 
case for that conclusion. Whatever weight we may otherwise be inclined to give 
the submissions to us to induce our disapproval of the amendments adopted under 
Article 1, we are nevertheless not persuaded to substitute our judgment for that of 
Town Meeting as to the factual rather than legal matters underlying that 
determination. 
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MARTHA COAKLEY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
By: Kelli E. Gunagan 
Assistant Attorney General 


ARTICLE 2. 


VOTED: That the Town amend its Zoning By-Law by amending the map 
entitled “The Town of Sharon, Massachusetts — Zoning Map” — dated May 10, 
2001, as amended, prepared by and bearing the signatures of the Planning Board 
to overlay upon the following described 87.43 acre parcel of land located in the 
Rural District 2 the Senior Living Overlay District (Senior Living District) 
(section 4380 et. Seq.). Such parcel is more particularly described as follows: 


That certain parcel of land located on the Easterly sideline of Mountain Street, 
Sharon, Norfolk County, Massachusetts, bounded and described as follows, 
exactly as printed on pages 25-27 of the Warrant for this Special Town Meeting. 
2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 
Springfield, Massachusetts August 17, 2007 
The within amendment to the zoning by-laws adopted under Article 2 of the 
warrant for the Special Town Meeting within the Annual Town Meeting that 
convened on May 7, 2007, is hereby approved. 

MARTHA COAKLEY 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

By: Kelli E. Gunagan 

Assistant Attorney General 


ARTICLE 3. 


VOTED: That the Town amend Article 12 “Sign Bylaw of the General 
Bylaws of the Town of Sharon, Massachusetts, as follows: 


Item 1: in Section 5.5 add “5.6,” so that the revised Section 5.5 will read as 
follows: “The Sign Committee may authorize an increase of as much as fifty 
(50%) percent above the sign area limits of Sections 5.3, 5.4 and 5.6 upon its 
determination following design review and hearing that at least five (5) of the 
eight (8) guidelines of Section 6 are met, as are the By-Law objectives of Section 
he 





Item 2: by adding after Section 5.5 the following new Section 5.6: 


5.6 Additional Permitted Signs: In the Senior Living Overlay District 
(Senior Living District) the following additional signs shall be permitted: 

5.6.1 Permanent Wall Signs. Signs (other than temporary signs) attached flat 
against a building or visible through its windows are permitted as follows: 
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Number: Two (2) per building, but not more than one (1) per side of building. 
Area: Total area of wall signs shall be not more than twenty (20) percent of 
the projected area of the facade of the side of the building to which they are 
attached, except that no individual sign shall exceed one hundred (100) 
square feet. 
Location: Not extending above or beyond the end of the wall or roof to 
which it is attached, nor overhanging a street or sidewalk by more than six 
inches. 
5.6.2 Permanent Projecting or Freestanding Signs. Signs (other than 
temporary signs) not attached to a building are permitted as follows: 


Number: One (1) for each street that the premises abuts. 

Area: Not more than fifty (50) square feet per side of each sign. 
Location: Not within five (5) feet of any street or property line, and not 
extending more than ten (10) feet above adjoining ground level. 


5.6.3 Internal Wayfinding Signs. Internal directional traffic control signs 
shall be permitted. 


5.6.4 Additional Freestanding Signs. In addition to the foregoing, two (2) 
signs per building identifying the buildings not larger than twenty (20) square feet 
in area per side and not extending more than eight (8) feet above adjoining 
ground level. 


5.6.5 Temporary Sign. Two (2) temporary signs not larger than one hundred 
(100) square feet in area, advertising the sale, rental, lease or availability of a unit 
or bed in a nursing home facility. Such sign requires no sign permit if the 
erecting agent has obtained a one-year permit and paid an annual fee for erecting 
such signs. 


Springfield, Massachusetts August 17, 2007 
The within amendment to the general by-laws adopted under Article 3 of the 
warrant for the Special Town Meeting within the Annual Town Meeting that 
convened on May 7, 2007, is hereby approved. 

MARTHA COAKLEY 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

By: Kelli E. Gunagan 

Assistant Attorney General 


ARTICLE 4. 
VOTED UNANANIMOUSLY: That the Town accept and/or acquire by 
gift, for water supply uses, municipal telecommunications, and also for the 


location of a fire substation purposes, or any combination of such purposes, the 
fee in the following parcel of land or portions thereof: 
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That certain parcel of land containing 3.04 acres located on Mountain Street in 
the Town of Sharon, County of Norfolk, Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


Said 3.04 acre parcel being more fully described as follows: 


BEGINNING AT A POINT, said point being on the Easterly sideline of 
Mountain Street, and being the Northeasterly corner of said lot, 


Thence, S 03°38'51" W, 769.19 feet to a point, 
Thence, N 86°21'09" W, 264.10 feet to a point; 
Thence, N 11°17'59" W, 143.87 feet to a point; 
Thence, N 20°40'11" E, 226.01 feet to a point; 
Thence, N 43°11'41" E, 239.74 feet to a point; 


Thence, along a curve to the left with a radius of 360.00 feet, for an arc length of 
248.48 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 


CONTAINING: 132,552 square feet or 3.04 acres of land, more or less. 


Said parcel is comprised from portions of all or some of the following Assessor’s 
maps and parcels: 


26-7, 26-8, 26-9, 26-10, 26-11, 35-9, parcel 1, 35-12, 35-13, 35-14, 35-15, 44-8, 
and 44-9, and is a portion of the land contained in a deed from Rattlesnake 
Corporation to Brickstone Sharon, LLC, recorded January 18, 2006 at the Norfolk 
Registry of Deeds, Book 23317, page 500. 


A copy of a plan entitled “Proposed Sharon Hills 
Development, - Sketch Plan, dated April 6, 2007, Daylor Engineering, showing 
said land as parcel “D” is on file with the Town Clerk. 


And further to authorize the Board of Selectmen as Water Commissioners or the 
Board of Selectmen to enter into such agreements, accept such deeds or other 
instruments, and execute such documents as may be necessary to accomplish the 
foregoing. 


ARTICLE 5. 


VOTED: That the Town accept and/or acquire by gift, for water supply 
and/or fire protection purposes an easement in the following parcels of land: 
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‘That certain twenty (20') foot wide easement centered upon an 8 inch 
water line described below so that there is roughly ten (10') feet on each side of 
the water line. 


Said easement location is shown as “proposed water easement” on that 
sketch plan entitled: "Proposed Sharon Hills Development, Sketch Plan, Dated 
April 6, 2007, Daylor Engineering," a copy of which is on file with the Town 
Clerk. 

Said easement is located on land which is comprised from portions of all 
or some of the following Assessor’s maps and parcels: 25-9.1, 25-8, 25-9. 25-13, 
25-14, 25-15, 17-7, 17-8, 17-9, 17-10, 17-11, and 17-12, and is a portion of the 
land contained is a deed from The Rattlesnake Corporation to Brickstone Sharon, 
LLC, recorded January 18, 2006 at the Norfolk Registry of Deeds, Book 23317, 
page 500. 

Said easement shall be in form reasonably acceptable to the Board of 
Selectmen. The exact location of the easement area may be relocated as the Board 
of Selectmen may determine. 

And further to authorize the Board of Selectmen as Water 
Commissioners or the Board of Selectmen to enter into such agreements, accept 
such deeds or other instruments, and execute such documents as may be 
necessary to accomplish the foregoing. 


VOTED: That this Special Meeting within the Annual Town Meeting be 
dissolved. 


ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That whenever at this Town Meeting a majority 
or two thirds vote is required by statute, by-law or rule of procedure, a count need 
not be taken, or recorded by the clerk but may be publicly declared by the 
moderator. If a vote so declared is immediately questioned by seven or more 
voters, the count shall be taken, and the vote shall be recorded by the clerk; 
provided, however, that if the vote is unanimous, a count, need not be taken and 
the clerk shall record the vote as unanimous. 


VOTED: That once final action is taken on an article, the matter may not 
again be taken under consideration at that Town Meeting unless in the best 
judgment of the Moderator, a significant error or omission occurred in the 
language or the process of the original action on the article, or a significant 
change of circumstances has occurred, such that there is a substantial likelihood 
that the outcome could change upon reconsideration or that reconsideration would 
be in the Town’s best interests. Such errors omission or changes of circumstances 
shall be brought to the Moderator’s attention as soon as they are known, and the 
Moderator shall determine in and when the matter will be taken up. The 
Moderator shall announce this decision to the Town Meeting. If the Moderator 
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determines that the matter may be taken up pursuant to this motion, a majority 
vote shall be necessary in order to proceed with reconsideration. 


ARTICLE 1. 


VOTED: That the Town amend the Personnel By-Law of the Town of Sharon 
exactly as printed beginning on pages 32 — 39 of the Warrant for the Annual 
Meeting Warrant. 


To see if the Town will vote to amend the Personnel By-Law of the town of 
Sharon as follows, or act in anyway relating thereto: 


A. By adopting as amendments to said By-Law, the following interim and/or 
emergency changes, additions or deletions made by the Personnel Board in 
its authority under Section 2.6 of the By-Law: 


1) To adjust the Administrative Assistant to the Planning Board position 
within the Office Occupational Group to a classification OC-4a, effective 
July 5, 2006 


2) That effective retroactive to July 1, 2006, the Assistant Town Accountant 
be paid $1,178.24 per week until such time as the Town Accountant or 
equivalent returns to work. 


3) To place the newly created position of Secretary to the Community 
Preservation Committee in the Miscellaneous Category as an OC-5 
classification effective July 1, 2006. 


4) To authorize the Community Preservation Committee to offer Michelle 
Thoener the position of Secretary to the Community Preservation Committee 
at the current OC-S classification at a Step 3 hourly rate provided that the 
Community Preservation Committee send a written explanation and 
certification by the department head or appointing authority that such action 
is justified by exceptional qualifications of the applicant or by lack of 
qualified applicants available at the minimum rate. 


5) To adjust the Administrative Assistant to the Council on 
Aging position within the Office Occupational Group to a 
classification OC-2, effective January 23, 2006. 


6) Effective July 1, 2005 to adjust the compensation for the Secretary to the 
Board of Selectmen to reflect the following: 


Sfeps ae Vili 3 4 5 6 i} 8 9 Max 
Arby ol 9:20 19.59; 19.99..20:40. 20.82 21.24. 21:67 2d 92561-2302 
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Also effective July 1, 2006 to adopt the following compensation schedule for the 
Secretary to the Board of Selectmen: 


Steps Min. 2 3 + 5 6 7 8 9 Max 
Hrive 1997/5 20m’, 20:59 21.01 21.44 21.87 22.32 22:9993246038F)1 


7) On February 28, 2007, authorized the hiring of Roni Thaler as 
Administrative Secretary to the Board of Selectmen at a salary of $26.50 
per hour, retroactive to the initial date of hire and corresponding to Step 
6 of current pay schedule. Subsequent steps shall apply in accordance 
with the Personnel By-law and actions by Town Meeting. 


8) To adjust the Administrative Assistant to the Board of Health within the 
Office Occupational Group to a classification OC-4a, effective January 9 
2007. 


9 


9) Due to the fact that the salary rate increase for the Fill-In Animal Control 
Officer was inadvertently omitted from Article 4 of the 2005 Town 
Warrant and Addendum to the Personnel By-Laws, the rates should be 
replaced with the following: 


Per Call $10.61 
Per day weekends So 713 
Vacation Days $53.05 


B. By striking out all classification schedules and pay schedules in Appendix A 
and Appendix B and substituting new classification schedules and new pay 
schedules Appendix A and Appendix B as of July 1, 2007, except as other 
dates are specified. 


APPENDIX A 


THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS CONTAINED WITHIN CLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE SECTION ENTITLED 1.100-1.300 WITH ASSOCIATED PAY 
SCHEDULE SECTION 2.100-2.300 ARE NOT COVERED BY COLLECTIVE 
BARGAINING AGREEMENTS. 


EXECUTIVE CATEGORY 
JULY 1,2007 - JUNE 30,2008 
SECTION 1.100 SECTION 2.100 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE PAY SCHEDULE/ 
ANNUALLY 
E-1 Police Chief $135,690 
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E-1 Superintendent of Public Works $100,865 


E-1 Fire Chief $ 99,680 
E-3 Treasurer/Collector $ 80,401 
E-3 Town Engineer $ 82,400 
E-3 Recreation Director $ 63,945 
E-3 Town Accountant $ 72,981 
E-3 Data Processing Systems Administrator $ 80,951 
E-3 Library Director $ 72,265 
E-4 Council on Aging Exec. Dir. $ 61,808 
E-4 Administrative Assessor $ 69,586 


** Does not reflect Data Processing Manager Additional Compensation of 
$7,760 yr (see Miscellaneous Category) 


SECTION 1.200 SECTION 2.200 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE PAY SCHEDULE 


ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN (HRLY) 


Effective 7/1/07 
Steps Min. 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Max 


Hrly 24:41 24.99 25:52 26,11026.68 27.28 27.90) 285982918 29:63 ue 


Note: Position is hereby entitled to benefits provided to ATP/MP Association per 
contract provisions as follows: Article III “Longevity,” Article IV “Leave,” 
Article V “Sick Leave,” Article VI “Hours of Work” (with premium rates 
applicable after 37.5 hrs/wk) Article VII “Miscellaneous Benefits” (J)Special 
Eyeglasses and (L) Fitness Club. 


SECY-BOARD OF SELECTMEN (HRLY) 


Effective 7/1/07 
DLCDS © ta Ville? 3 4 5 6 fi; 8 9 Max 


Hrly 20.37 20.79 21.21. 21.64. 22.08 22.53 2299023 4523 9A ea ie 


Note: Position is hereby entitled to contract benefit provisions per Agreement 
between Town and Sharon Municipal Employees Association (SMEA)as follows: 
Article 7, “Hours of Work” Article 8 “Sick Leave,” Article 9 “Vacations,” Article 
10 “Holiday,” Article 12 “Insurance,” Article 13(g) “Longevity,” Article 17 
“Bereavement Leave,” Article 23(3) “Technological Change,” Article 29 “Fitness 
Club.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


SECTION 1.300 SECTION 2.300 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE PAY SCHEDULE 
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2007 

TITLE DBs ie LEP Qe STEPS eS TEP LEP 
Veterans' Agent (Yrly) 12,544.00 
Sealer of Weights/Measures (Yrly) 3,582.00 


Animal Control Officer 
Fill-In (Weekend/Sick/Holiday/Vacation Coverage) 39.39/56.28 


Fill-In (Night Page Coverage) 11.26/night 

Fill-In (After Hour Coverage) 11.26/call 
Animal Inspector (Yrly) 3,376.00 
Cust/Maint (Hourly) 6.99 1220 7.41 7.63 
DPW Temp/Summer 

Labor (Hrly) 8.72 DSS) 10.45 
Interim Public Health Nurse 21.00 
Data Processing Mgr (Yearly) 7,760.00 
User Group Facilitator (Wkly) 35.00 


PROJECT MANAGER/STANDING BUILDING COMMITTEE 
FY’08 Hourly 


Steps Min. 2 3 - 5 6 i 8 2) 10 Max 
Hity 244124. 99825252 © 26.26.68) 2728927290 92853829 183297833 000 


SUMMER EMPLOYMENT - PART-TIME 
EFFECTIVE May |, 2007 (HREY)) 


Step | Step 2 
Waterfront Supervisor 14.63 14.88 
Assistant Supervisor 12.14 12N39 
Swimming Instructor 11.14 11439 
Lifeguard 10.14 10.39 
Attendant/Maint. 9.00 O22) 
Sailing Supervisor 14.63 14.88 
Assistant Supervisor 12.14 $239 
Sailing Instructor 10.14 10.39 
Tag & Sticker Clerk 13.96 14.21 


NOTE: Executive and certain Miscellaneous Category positions represent the 
recommendations of the appropriate appointing 
authority (i.e., Board of Selectmen, Library Trustees and Assessors). 
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APPENDIX B 


THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS CONTAINED WITHIN CLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE SECTIONS ENTITLED 1.400-1.800 WITH ASSOCIATED PAY 
SCHEDULE SECTIONS 2.400-2.800 ARE COVERED BY COLLECTIVE 
BARGAINING AGREEMENTS. 


MANAGEMENT PROFESSIONAL CATEGORY 
(FORMERLY ADMINISTRATIVE, TECHNICAL 
AND PROFESSIONAL CATEGORY ) 


SECTION 1.400 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE 


MP-00 Assistant Town Engineer MP-2 Animal Control Officer* 
Asst. Rec. Director* 


MP-0 Building Inspector Business Manager 
Water Systems Supervisor Info Svcs/Asst Library Dir 
Asst Operations Supervisor 
MP-1 Operations Supervisor Asst Supervisor- Water 
Public Health Nurse* 
Forestry & Grounds Super. MP-3 Rec. Athletic Supervisor 
Health Agent for Eng. Case Mnegr/Coord Vol Svcs 
Conservation Agent Tech. Support Specialist 
Health Admin. * 
GIS Coordinator MP-4 P/T Public Health Nurse 


*The following positions work other than a 40 hour work week: 


Info Services/Asst Library Director 37.Shrs 

Public Health Nurse 30 hours 

Animal Control Officer 25 hours 

Asst. Recreation Director 37.5 hours 

Case Manage/Coord. Of Volunteer Services — 28 hours 

Health Administrator 35 hours 

Technical Support Specialist 20 hours 

Part-time Public Health Nurse 3 hours (up to 10 hours for vacation coverage) 


SECTION 2.400 
PAY SCHEDULE/HOURLY 


July 1, 2006- June 30, 2007* 


Grade Min Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 Step 9 Step10 Step11 
MP-00 29.46 30.12 30.80 31.49 32.20 32.93 33.67 34.43 35.20 35.99 36.80 
MP-0 (27.94 28.57 29:22 29.87 30.55 31.23 31,94 SUG) S309 34.10 eae 
MP-1 26.13: 26.72. 27.32. 27.92, 28.55" 29.21 (29 80 gstoes ball 5 leo 
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MP-2 23.70 24.26 24.78 25.35 25.90 26.49 27.09 27.70 28.33 28.96 29.61 
MP3 2157592224 22°72 > 23.24) 23776" 24.31 24.84"25'40" 2508'96.56 27.16 
MP-4 19.78°2022° 20.67 21-13 21.61 22:11 22.59 23:09" 23.63 24.14 24.69 


*This is the rate that has been in effect, and will continue to be in effect, until 
such time as a new collective bargaining agreement is executed. 


July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006* 
LIBRARY CATEGORY 


LMP-3 Children’s Service Librarian 
Technical Service Librarian 


LMP-4 Information Service Librarian 


Grade Min Step2 Step3 Step4 Step5 Step6 Step 7 Step 8 Step9 Max 


LMP- 
3 eee) ee 2 UOna 22 Oy a3, 235/60". 243124 24. 68 25:22= 25.79 


LMP- 
4 P22 I.630- 20-0 7a ls 20198. 02,4752 1293)5 22420 2229407 93.44 


LMP-4 Department of Public Works Library Maintenance 
1 DD. LIOUMLS 258 HL SO20 8.990379 19776) 4209158 205520,96 


LOC-3a Circulation Supervisor 


LOC-4a Library Assistant 
Technical Services Asst. 
Administrative Asst.-Library 


Grade Min Step2 Step3 Step 4" Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 StepS*Step9 Max 
Paseo oe 15.55 “Lou 19.35, 01 9./ 120s) P2051 eee 1333.21.76 
LOC-4a 16.36 16.69 17.02 17.36 17.71 18.07 18.43 18.80 19.17 19.54 


Library Page 8.54 


*This is the rate that has been in effect, and will continue to be in effect, until 
such time as a new collective bargaining agreement is executed. 


LABOR CATEGORY (FORMERLY INDUSTRIAL, TRADE AND SERVICES 
CATEGORY) 

SECTION 1.500 

CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE 

Grade A Working Foreman-Operations Grade D—Night Custodian 
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Sr. Water Systems Tech 

Working Foreman— Water Grade E-Auto Equip. Op. 

Working Foreman — Forestry Cust. Com. Ctr. 
& Grounds 


Grade B — Master Mechanic 


Grade C — Heavy Equip. Operator 
Aerial Lift Operator 
Water Systems Tech. 


SECTION 2.500 
PAY SCHEDULE/HOURLY 
June 30, 2006 - June 30, 2007* 


Grade Min Step2 Step3 Step4 Step5 Step6 Step 7 Step 8 
286 ddl Ome 25S 10 CaS de eee em ee 
20:64: Ale bO> 21y56:) 22,01. 22e4e)e 2. da 
LSi86ne 9 36er19.87 20:37 20:85 2S Saal some 
19045 19.43" "19382, 20.22) 20:62) 2RO2 245° 2R ee 
18:08" 18:44°°18.80° 19.18 19°56 19.95" 2035 2075 


CS Cantey) 


Step 9 
26.20 
24.31 
22.90 
22.91 
pa) ie 


Max 
26.78 
24.77 
23.40 
2205 
21.59 


*This is the rate that has been in effect, and will continue to be in effect, until 


such time as a new collective bargaining agreement is executed. 


OFFICE OCCUPATION CATEGORY 


SECTION 1.600 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE 


OC-1 Assistant Accountant OC-4a Bookkeeper 


Assistant Collector Elect. & Reg. Clerk 
Assistant Treasurer Secretary - Fire 

OC-2 Confidential Police Secretary OC-4b Bus/Van Driver 
Administrative Asst.-Assessor Police Clerk 
Admin Asst to Fire Chief/ Secretary-ZBA 


Ambulance Records 
Assistant Town Clerk 


OC-3a Collection Supervisor OC-5 Secy. ConCom 
Treasury Supervisor (Payroll) Secy — Personnel Board 
Secy — Finance Comm. 
Secy — Comm. Pres. 
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OC-3b — Senior Assessor Clerk 
Activities/Program Coordinator COA 
Secretary — Building & Engineering 
Secretary — Clerk Acctg/Veteran’s Agent 
Secretary — Recreation 
Secretary — Water 
Secretary — Operations Division 


SECTION 1.600 
PAY SCHEDULE/HOURLY 


July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007* 


Grade Min Step2 Step3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 


Beebe? 22802) 203519 123-640624.1-1) 24.62..25.09 


ieee UOT 20 45 20.08. 21:29 2172-2216 22.61 


ie -jden sey lot? 19S) 199910 20.30 20:71 2013 


OC-3b 17.78 18.14 18.49 18.86 19.24 19.63 20.02 


OC-4a 16.85 17.19 17.53 17.88 18.24 18.61 18.98 


mre—40 715.98 (16:28 16.61 716:95) 17-28" 17.63. 17.99 


> FS Sen 467 1497 1S 27 15.58. 15.89 16:22 


*This is the rate that has been in effect, and will continue to be in effect, until 


Step 8 Step 9 Step10 


Joi) hb 202 
ie AU oy 25 hana 
21.54 21.97 
20.42 20.83 
1s Came ats 
18.34 18.70 


16.54 16.87 


such time as a new collective bargaining agreement is executed. 


PUBLIC SAFETY CATEGORY 


SECTION 1.700 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 


SECTION 2.700 
PAY SCHEDULE/WEEKLY 


TITLE CODE SLEPAISSTERPOSSTERP SSS TERM47STEPRS 
Police Chief PD-110 $2609.42 
Effective Dates 

July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008 

Sergeant PD-80 PD-80A PD-80B  PD-80C 

Effective Date** oY R Wake aR MY R: 

July 1, 2006 - 1051.86 1072.90 1094.37 


June 30, 2007 
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26.63 
Patio 18, 
22.41 
21 Gio 
20.13 
19.09 
17.21 


Step 
1] 
27.16 
24.46 
22.87 
21.67 
205 
19.47 
Lehnd > 


Patrolman PD-60A PD-60B PD-60C PD-60D PD-60E PD-60F PD-60G 
Effective Date**1IST YR. 2ND YR. 3RD YR. 4TH YR. 

July 1, 2006- Step 1 Step 2 Step3 Step4 Step5 Step6 Step7 

June 30,2007 697.23 744.14 793.23 877..63 895.18 913.10 931.36 


Dispatchers 
Effective Dates** 
July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007 


Steps Min Step2 Step3 Step4 Step5 Step6 Step7 Step8 Step9 Max 
Hriy 17.61 17.95 18.31 18.68 19.06 19.44 #19183 §20:225 20;G305 2 ious 


The amounts of pay shown in the above schedule for position code PD-60 and 
PD-80 do not include the extra pay for educational qualifications provided for in 
the statutes and regulations of the State. 


Members of the Police Department while so designated by the Chief of Police 
shall receive additional compensation to be considered part of their base pay as 
follows: 


MOTORCYCLE OPER. (SELECTIVE ENFORCEMENT)  $22.54/WK 
ACCREDITATION MANAGER, COMPUTER MANAGER $22.54/WK 


LEAPS REPRESENTATIVE $10.00/WK 
CRIME PREVENTION OFFICER $22.54/WK 
SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT OFFICER $22.54/WK 


The pay of the Police chief, including all overtime pay and extra pay for 
Educational qualification, shall be limited to $2,609.42 per week, effective 
7/1/07 (Non-Civil Service). 


Any patrolman, appointed without being required to take the written examination, 
shall be paid the base pay rate called for by step 1 of the pay schedule for a period 
of six months following his appointment, and, upon the expiration of said six- 
month period, shall be paid the base pay rate provided for by step 2 unless he 
shall have previously been employed full time as a police officer, in which case 
he shall be paid the base pay rate under the step he would have been paid if his 
prior employment had been in the Sharon Police Department, but not greater than 
Step 4. Notwithstanding the step increase or increases provided herein, a 
patrolman's probationary period shall be the probationary period provided for in 
5-5 of this By-Law or in the collective bargaining agreement, whichever is 
applicable. 
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POLICE CROSSING GUARDS*/** 


7/1/06 to 6/30/07 

STEP 1 STEP 2" "STEPS 
School Crossing Guard PD20 31.93 38.28 38.28 
School Crossing Guard Supervisor PD20A 47.9] 


Maximum rate for fill-in personnel is Step 2. 


*PD20 and PD20A—The amounts of pay shown in the above schedule shall be 
paid in the event that school is canceled due to snow. 


SUPERIOR OFFICERS 
July 1, 2006 — June 30, 2007** 


SLEPT OER eSTEPS STERAISTEP 3°STER6 
STEP 6 
Lieut., Police 1513.43 1558.83 1605.60 1653.76 1703.37 1737.44 
Dept. 


**T his 1s the rate that has been in effect, and will continue to be in effect, until 
such time as a new collective bargaining agreement is executed. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 
SECTION 1.800 SECTION 2.800 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE PAY SCHEDULE/WEEKLY 


JULY 1, 2007 - JUNE 30, 2008 


TITLE CODES STEP ISTEP 2STRR 6:5 PEP STEPS 
FIRE CHIEF 100 $1,909.58 
DERMEIRE CHIER299 bLSSSeG 


The pay of the Fire Chief, including all overtime pay, shall be limited to 
$1,909.58 per week for fiscal year 2007-2008. 


SECTION 1.410 SECTION 2.410 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE, PAY SCHEDULE/WEEKLY 


JULY 1, 2006 — JUNE 30, 2007* 
TTTLECODEARESTEP 1) “STEP 2 aS TEPBesSTEP A 
CAPT. FD-90 1015.98 1096.20 


LT. FD-80 1085.28 
FF. FD-60 792.12 831.60 935.34 
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*This is the rate that has been in effect, and will continue to be in effect, until 
such time as a new collective bargaining agreement is executed. 


Members of the Fire Department in the above classifications who become 
certified, are certified or are recertified as Emergency Medical Technicians shall 
receive an annual stipend. Employees not now certified will be given the 
opportunity to obtain such certification, one at a time. Employees taking the 
certification course a second or subsequent time will receive overtime payments 
and tuition reimbursement only upon passing the EMT examination and 
becoming certified. 


Members of the Fire Department are eligible to receive additional compensation 
in each fiscal year in accordance with the following educational incentive 
program: 


For Fire Science Course approved in advance by the Fire Chief and successfully 
passed and credits certified, members of the Fire Department in the above 
classifications shall receive additional compensation in each fiscal year in 
accordance with the following schedule: 

FOR: 

15 COURSE CREDITS CERTIFIED $ 375 ANNUALLY 

30 COURSE CREDITS CERTIFIED 575 ANNUALLY 

ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE CERTIFIED 1,200 ANNUALLY 

BACHELOR'S DEGREE CERTIFIED 2,000 ANNUALLY 


Payments for Emergency Medical Technician Certification Program shall be 
made weekly. Educational Incentive, effective 7/1/98, shall be added to base 
wage. 


CALL FIREFIGHTERS 

HOURLY COMPENSATION RATE 
July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008 

Hourly $17.00 Drill $20.00 


ARTICLE 2. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

MOVED: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $30,702,581 for 
the purpose of operating the Public Schools for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 
2007, and in order to meet said appropriation $922,930 shall be transferred from 
“Free Cash” and $350,000 shall be transferred from the Overlay Reserve Account 
with the balance of $29,429,651 raised on the tax levy. 


MOTION TO AMEND: By replacing in its entirety with the following: 
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That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $32,402,581 for the purpose of 
operating the Public Schools for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007. This 
appropriation shall take effect only if the Town votes at an election held in 
accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 59, Section 21C to 
override the levy limit. 


Further, in the event said override ballot question does not pass, that the Town 
raise and appropriate the sum of $30,702,581 for said purpose. 


Of either said amount $922,930 shall be transferred from “Free Cash” and 
$350,000 shall be transferred from the Overlay Reserve Account with the 
balance, either $31,129,651 if the override passes, or $29,429,651 if the override 
does not pass, to be raised on the tax levy. 


MOTION: — Tocall the question. CARRIED. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR. 


VOTED: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $32,402,581 for 
the purpose of operating the Public Schools for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 
2007. This appropriation shall take effect only if the Town votes at an election 
held in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 59, Section 21C to 
override the levy limit. 


Further, in the event said override ballot question does not pass, that the Town 
raise and appropriate the sum of $30,702,581 for said purpose. 


Of either said amount $922,930 shall be transferred from “Free Cash” and 
$350,000 shall be transferred from the Overlay Reserve Account with the 
balance, either $31,129,651 if the override passes, or $29,429,651 if the override 
does not pass, to be raised on the tax levy. 


VOTED: That the meeting adjourn and reconvene on Tuesday evening May 


8, 2007 at the Arthur E. Collins Auditorium at 7:00 P.M. 


THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 11:22 P.M. 
Attendance: 1,420 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MAY 7, 2007 
The Annual Town Meeting of May 7, 2007 was adjourned at 11:22 P.M. 
to reconvene at the Sharon High School, Arthur E. Collins Auditorium on Pond 


Street on Tuesday, May 8, 2007 at 7:00 P.M. then and there to act on all 
unfinished business in the Annual Town Meeting Warrant of 2007. 
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Attest: 
Marlene B. Chused 
Sharon Town Clerk 


May 8, 2007 


This is to certify that I have posted a copy of the above notice in 
accordance with Town By-Laws. 


JOSEPH S. BERNSTEIN 
CONSTABLE 
SHARON, MASSACHUSETTS 


ADJOURNED ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 


MAY 8, 2007 


ARTICLE 2. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate for the 
various Town offices and for defraying charges and expenses of the Town, 
including debt and interest for fiscal year, July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2008, 
the various sums stated as “Sharon Appropriation and Spending — FY 08 
Proposed” under the column entitled “Fiscal Year 2008” on pages 70 & 71 of the 
warrant for this annual meeting, except the following: 


Board of Selectmen Town Clerk 
Reserve Fund Police 

Board of Assessors Fire/Ambulance 
Water Department Schools 

Debt Principal Insurance 


Debt Interest 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: 


Moderator $ 50. 
Finance Committee 6,591 
Personnel Board 3,017 
Conservation Commission 95,650 
Lake Management 2,500 
Planning Board 13,350 
Board of Appeals 19,787 
Development & Industrial Com l 
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Library 0 
Board of Health Services & Admin 147,770 
Accountant 216,126 
Treasurer 324,408 
Law 101,571 
Data Processing 203,979 
Elections & Registration 94,144 
Affirmative Action 0 
Town Report lee, 
Sign Committee 0 
Weights & Measures 4,354 
Animal Inspector aiauile 
Civil Defense 9.635 
Animal Control 58,220 
Public Works 2.225.204 
Council on Aging 225,889 
Veterans’ Agent 19,150 
Veterans’ Graves 3,194 
Commission on Disability 500 
Housing Partnership 0 
Library 773,403 
Recreation A eas 
Historical Commission 650 
Community Celebration 2,280 
Voc Tech School 102,934 
Voc Tuition 0 
Street Lighting 224,325 
Bd of Health — Waste Removal 121,002 
FICA: Medicare 445,000 
FICA: Social Security 25,000 
Unemployment 79,568 
Annual Audit 48,801 
Retirement 1,760,422 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$260,737 for the Board of Selectmen’s budget, of which $500 shall be for the 
salary of the Chairman and $800 for the salaries of the other members, and 
$259,437 shall be for other salaries, wages and expenses. 


RESERVE FUND 


VOTED UANAIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$350,000 for the Reserve Fund. 
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BOARD OF ASSESSORS 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$245,000 for the Board of Assessor’ budget, of which $2,400 shall be for the 
salary of the chairman, $4,400 shall be for the salaries for the other members, and 
$238,200 shall be for the other salaries, wages and expenses. 


WATER DEPARTMENT 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$2,392,103 for the Water department budget of which $732,103 shall be 
transferred from the Water Reserve Account with the balance of $1,660,000 
raised on the tax levy. 


TOWN CLERK 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$121,973 for the Town Clerk’s budget, of which $62,221 shall be for the salary of 
the Town Clerk, and $59,752 shall be for other salaries, wages and expenses. 


POLICE DEPARTMENT 


MOVED: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $2,747,401.67 for 
the Police Budget of which $35,450.67 shall be transferred from the DARE 
Donation Account to be used for drug enforcement and related purposes with a 
balance of $2,711,951 raised on the tax levy. 


MOTION TO AMEND. CARRIED. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$2,709,401.67 for the Police Budget of which $35,450.67 shall be transferred 
from the DARE Donation Account to be used for drug enforcement and related 
purposes with a balance of $2,673,951 raised on the tax levy. 


FIRE/AMBULANCE 

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$2,067,335 for the Fire/Ambulance budget, of which $440,000 shall be 
transferred from the Ambulance Reserve Account with the balance of $1,627,335 
raised on the tax levy. 


DEBT PRINCIPAL 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$5,350,000 for the Debt Principal budget. 


DEBT INTEREST 
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VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$2,370,199 for the Debt Interest budget. 


INSURANCE 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$7,979,698 for the Insurance budget. 


ARTICLE 3. 


MOVED: That action under Article 3 be indefinitely postponed. NOT 
CARRIED. A STANDING VOTE. VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE 79. 
VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE 90. 


VOTED: That the Town amend its General By-Laws by creating a new 
Article 3 (a) entitled, “Municipal Finance Department” exactly as printed on 
pages 42 — 43 of the Warrant for this Annual Meeting. 


Section 1. There shall be a consolidated Department of Municipal 
Finance as provided under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 43C, Section 
11, and as provided for in the following sections of this by-law. 


Section 2. The Department of Municipal Finance shall include the 
following statutory, by-law or otherwise authorized presently existing entities as 
follows: Town Accountant, Town Treasurer, Administrative Assessor and 
Information Technology Personnel. Additionally the Director of Municipal 
Finance, acting in an ex-officio capacity shall coordinate and assist the following 
financial committees: Finance Committee, Priorities Committee, Capital Outlay 
Committee. 


Section 3. When in conflict, this by-law shall prevail over other Articles 
in the By-laws, or statutes as provided for in Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 43C. 


Section 4. There shall be a Director of Municipal Finance who shall be 
appointed by the Board of Selectmen and report to the Town Administrator when 
acting as the Board of Selectmen’s designee. The term of office for said position 
shall not be less than three nor more than five years, subject to removal as 
provided for in this by-law. 


Section 5. The Director of Municipal Finance shall appoint the 
Accountant, Treasurer, Administrative Assessor and the Information Technology 
subject to approval by the Selectmen, except the appointment of the 
Administrative Assessor is subject to the approval of the Board of Assessors. In 
performing duties where the approval of the Board of Assessors is statutorily 
required, the Administrative Assessor may be directed by the Director of 
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Municipal Finance, but any final decision will be made by the Board of 
Assessors. 


Section 6. All officers appointed by the Director of Municipal Finance 
may be appointed for a term of office of up to three years. 


Section 7. The person holding the position of Director of Municipal 
Finance may also be appointed to hold in an ex-officio capacity other financial 
positions identified in this By-law, except that no person shall hold both the Town 
Accountant and Town Treasurer positions at the same time. 


Section 8. The Director of Municipal Finance shall be subject to 
removal for due cause as determined, and so voted upon by the Board of 
Selectmen or as may be otherwise provided by by-law, statute or agreement. 


Section 9. The Department of Municipal Finance shall be responsible 
for and shall include the following functions: 


a. the coordination of all Town financial services and 
activities 
B. the maintenance of all Town accounting records and other 


financial statements and the supervision of all annual and special 
audits or reviews auditing functions including such audits or 
reviews provided by independent auditors; 


x. the payment of all the Town’s obligations; 


5. the receipt of all funds due the Town from any source 
either directly or by means of the responsible Department Head; 


é. the rendering of advice, assistance and guidance to all 
other Town departments, offices and agencies in any matter 
related to financial or fiscal affairs; 


. the monitoring throughout the fiscal year of the 
expenditure of all funds by Town departments, offices and 
agencies including periodic reporting to all such departments, 
offices and agencies on the status of accounts with 
recommendations concerning fiscal and financial policies to be 
implemented by such departments, offices and agencies; 


- the supervision of all purchases of goods, materials and 
supplies by town departments, offices and agencies except the 


School Department and maintenance of inventory controls; 


yn. the supervision of all data processing facilities, functions 
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and activities. 


Section 10. The Director of Municipal Finance shall be responsible for 
the functions of the Department of Municipal Finance. He/she shall be 


specifically responsible in conjunction with the Town Administrator for the 
Annual Budgeting process. 


Section 11. Subject to the approval of the Board of 

Selectmen, the Director of Municipal Finance shall serve as the Town Chief 
Procurement Officer pursuant to the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 30B, Section 2. ASTANDING VOTE. VOTES IN THE 
AFFIRMATIVE 116. VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE 61. 
Springfield, Massachusetts September 6, 2007 

The within amendment to the general by-laws adopted under Article 3 
of the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting that convened on May 7, 2007 is 
hereby approved except as provided below. 


The amendments adopted under Article 3 add to the town’s general by- 
laws a new Article 3, “Municipal Finance Department.” Section I of the 
proposed by-law provides that there shall be a consolidated Department of 
Municipal Finance “as provided under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
43C, Section 11.”. General Laws Chapter 43C, Section 11, provides in pertinent 
part as follows: 


Any...by-law adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section shall 
provide for (i) a director of municipal finance who shall be appointed by 
and shall be responsible to the chief executive officer or to the chief 
administrative officer of the...town as the...by-law shall specify, (ii) the 
director of municipal finance to serve, ex-officio, as the accountant, 
auditor, comptroller, treasurer, collector or treasurer-collector of the... 
town; provided, however, that no director of municipal finance shall 
serve, ex-officio, as both accountant, auditor, or comptroller and 
treasurer, collector or treasurer-collector and (iii), the term of the office 
of the director of municipal finance which shall not be less than three nor 
more than five years, subject to removal as may be otherwise provided in 
the charter of such...town. 





(Emphasis added.) 
Section 2 of the proposed by-law provides as follows: 


The Department of Municipal Finance shall include the following 
statutory, by-law or otherwise authorized presently existing entities as 
follows: Town Accountant, Town Treasurer, Administrative Assessor 
and Information Technology Personnel. Additionally the Director of 
Municipal Finance, acting in an ex-officio capacity shall coordinate and 
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assist the following financial committees: Finance Committee, Priorities 
Committee, Capital Outlay Committee. 


Section 5 of the proposed by-law provides as follows: 


The Director of Municipal Finance shall appoint the Accountant, 
Treasurer, Administrative Assessor and the Information Technology 
subject to approval by the Selectmen, except the appointment of the 
Administrative Assessor is subject to the approval of the Board of 
Assessors. In performing duties where the approval of the Board of 
Assessors is statutorily required, the Administrative Assessor may be 
directed by the Director of Municipal Finance, but any final decision will 
be made by the Board of Assessors. 


We point out that Section 2 provides that the Department of Municipal 
Finance shall include “Information Technology Personnel.” Section 5 provides 
that the Director of Municipal Finance shall appoint “the Information 
Technology.” It is unclear from the text of Section 5 whether the Director of 
Municipal Finance appoint all Information Technology Personnel, a Director of 
Information Technology, or someone similar. The town may wish to fix this issue 
at a future town meeting. 


Sections 2 and 5 also use the term “administrative assessor.” It is 
unclear what the town means by 
"administrative assessor.”’ Moreover, the proposed by-law does not define the 
administrative assessor’s duties. General Laws Chapter 41, Sections 25A and 28 
refer to the position of assistant assessor and authorizes the assessors to appoint 
assistant assessors and provides that assistant assessor’s duties include helping 
the assessors in the valuation of property, and such other duties as the board of 
assessor's may require. If “administrative assessor” means “assistant assessor” 
then appointment by the Director of Municipal Finance even with the Board of 
Assessor’s approval might take away the authority given to the Board of 
Assessor's under state law to appoint assistant assessors. 


Section 4 of the proposed by-law provides as follows: 
There shall be a Director of Municipal Finance who shall be appointed 


by the Board of Selectmen and report to the Town Administrator when 
acting as the Board of Selectmen’s designee. The term of office for said 


position shall not be less than three nor more than five years, subject to 


removal as provided for in this by-law. 


(Emphasis added.) 


As quoted above, G.L.c.43C,S11, provides in pertinent part as follows: 
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Any...by-law adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section shall 


provide for...(iii), the term of the office of the director of municipal 
finance which shall not be less than three nor more than five years, 


subject to removal as may be otherwise provided in the charter of such 
city or town. 


(Emphasis added.) 


Section 4 of the proposed by-law provides that the term of the Director of 
Municipal Finance shall be not less than 3 nor more than 5 years, repeating the 
range for the Director's term rather than stating where within that range the 
Director's term falls. Clearly the statute contemplates —- arguably requires — 
that the by-law itself declare a specific term rather than letting it dangle without 
a clear methodology for the town to make that declaration by a different 
procedural route. Section 4 does not specify how the actual term shall be 
decided, for example, through agreement or by a unilateral decision of the 
appointing authority. We point out that G.L.c.43C,S11, requires that the 
municipality choose the length of the finance director’s term in the by-law. It is 
not obvious whether the town has delegated the decision on the length of 
Director's term of appointment nor is it clear whether the by-law can delegate 
such decision. Whether these differences between the by-law and the statute rise 
to the level of an inconsistency with state law is debatable, thus we approve them 
with a strong caution that the town discuss them further with DOR and address 
them at a future town meeting. 


Section 7 of the proposed by-law provides as follows: 


The person holding the position of Director of Municipal Finance may 
also be appointed to hold in an ex-officio capacity other financial 
positions identified in this By-law, except that no person shall hold both 
the Town Accountant and Town Treasurer positions at the same time. 


Section 7 provides that the Director of Municipal Finance may also serve 
in an ex-officio capacity “other financial positions identified in this By-law.” As 
quoted above, G.L.c.43C,S11, provides that any by-law adopted shall provide for 
the Director of Municipal Finance to serve, ex-officio, as the accountant, auditor, 
comptroller, treasurer, collector or treasurer-collector of the city or town; 
provided, however, that no Director of Municipal Finance shall serve, ex-officio, 
as both accountant, auditor or comptroller and treasurer, collector or treasurer- 
collector. Section 7 does not require the Director to serve ex-officio in any 
position, in apparent disregard for the mandatory ex-officio provisions laid down 
in the statute. While it is not inconsistent with state law to provide for ex-officio 
positions over and above those mandated by the statute, it would be inconsistent 
with state law to interpret the language of the by-law as denying these mandatory 
ex-officio functions to the Director. We therefore conclude that the Director does. 
as_a matter of law hold the ex-officio positions laid down in the statute, despite 
the legislative silence of the by-law itself. We also point out that under the 
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proposed by-law there are several positions in the proposed by-law, including, 
administrative assessor and the information technology personnel in which the 
Director could serve ex-officio. However, such positions are not included in the 
list of positions in Section 11 in which the Director shall serve ex-officio. 
Moreover, it is unclear about who decides which positions the Director shall 
serve but since the Director is the appointing authority it is arguable that the 
decision is the choice of the Director. We suggest that the town amend Section 7 
of the proposed by-law to include the provisions required under G.L.c.43C,S1/1. 


Lastly, we call the town’s attention to Section 8, which pertains to 
removal of the Director of Municipal Finance and provides as follows: 


The Director of Municipal Finance shall be subject to removal for due 
cause as determined, and so voted upon by the Board of Selectmen or as 
may be otherwise provided by by-law, statute or agreement. 


(Emphasis added.) 


We disapprove and delete the above underlined text as inconsistent with 

G.L.c.43C,S11. [Disapproval #1 of 1] As quoted above, Section 11 provides that 
removal of the Director shall be governed by municipal charter. If the town does 
not have a “Charter” or the Charter is silent on removal of officials generally, 
then the town must rely on applicable state law. Because the power to remove is 
implicit in the power to appoint, the Board of Selectmen have the power to 
remove the Director. This power cannot be taken away by a local by-law. It is 
for this reason that we disapprove and delete the above underlined text from 
Section 8 of the proposed by-law. 

MARTHA COAKLEY 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

By: Kelli E. Gunagan 

Assistant Attorney General 


ARTICLE 4. 


MOTION: _ That the Town vote to amend Article 1, Section 2 of the General 
Bylaws, Sharon, Massachusetts by making the following changes: 


Add to the existing text, which currently reads: 


SECTION 2. Every town meeting shall be notified by posting attested copies of 
the warrant, calling the same, at ten places within the town, one of which shall be 
the post office, at least fourteen days before the day appointed for the annual 
meeting or any special meeting of the town. The Town Clerk shall mail, or 
otherwise deliver, copies of the Town Warrant to every residence at least seven 
days before each meeting of the town. 
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the following text at the end: 


When the warrant contains proposed amendments to the Zoning Bylaw, a 
redline/strikeout version of the Zoning Bylaw amendments, and all supporting 
documents upon which the proponent intends to rely in support of the proposed 
Zoning Bylaw amendments, shall be posted in ten public places and electronically 
posted on the Town web site at the same time as the attested warrant is posted. 


MOTION TO AMEND: That the last sentence in the first paragraph under 
“Section 2” be changed to read “at least fourteen days” 





MOTION: — To call the question. CARRIED. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR. 


MOTION TO AMEND: That the last sentence in the first paragraph under 
“Section 2” be changed to read “at least fourteen days” NOT CARRIED. 





MOTION TO AMEND: By striking “and all supporting documents upon 
which the proponent intends to rely in support of the proposed Zoning By-Law 
amendments” in the second paragraph. CARRIED. 


MOTION TO AMEND: By reinserting “supporting documents” and the 
words “which the proponent intends to present at town meeting” NOT 
CARRIED. 


VOTED: That the Town amend Article 1, Section 2 of the General Bylaws, 
Sharon, Massachusetts by making the following changes: 


Add to the existing text, which currently reads: 


SECTION 2. Every town meeting shall be notified by posting attested copies of 


the warrant, calling the same, at ten places within the town, one of which shall be 
the post office, at least fourteen days before the day appointed for the annual 
meeting or any special meeting of the town. The Town Clerk shall mail, or 
otherwise deliver, copies of the Town Warrant to every residence at least seven 
days before each meeting of the town. 


the following text at the end: 


When the warrant contains proposed amendments to the Zoning Bylaw, a 
redline/strikeout version of the Zoning Bylaw amendments shall be posted in ten 
public places and electronically posted on the Town web site at the same time as 
the attested warrant is posted. 

Springfield, Massachusetts August 17, 2007 

The within amendment to the general by-laws adopted under article 4 of the 
warrant for the Annual Town Meeting that convened on May 7, 2007, is 
hereby approved. 
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MARTHA COAKLEY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
By: Kelli E. Gunagan 
Assistant Attorney General 


ARTICLE 5. 


MOVED: That the town add a new Section 6 to Article 1 of the General By- 
Laws, Sharon, Massachusetts as follows: 


ARTICLE 1, SECTION 6 

In conducting town meetings, the town moderator is encouraged to avoid cutting 
off debate, or allowing a motion from the floor to call the question, on any 
proposed article until pre-scheduled speakers both for and against the proposed 
article, as well as a representative number of speakers from the floor both for and 
against the proposed article, have had an equal opportunity to speak. 





MOTION TO AMEND: That Article 5 be amended to add the following 
text at the end: “and any and all questions that have been posed from the floor to 
Town Officials or Article Proponents have been addressed”. CARRIED. A 
STANDING VOTE. VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE 112. VOTES IN 
THE NEGATIVE 59. 


VOTED: That the town add a new Section 6 to Article 1 of the General By- 
Laws, Sharon, Massachusetts as follows: 


ARTICLE 1, SECTION 6 

In conducting town meetings, the town moderator is encouraged to avoid cutting 
off debate, or allowing a motion from the floor to call the question, on any 
proposed article until pre-scheduled speakers both for and against the proposed 
article, as well as a representative number of speakers from the floor both for and 
against the proposed article, have had an equal opportunity to speak and any and 
all questions that have been posed from the floor to Town Officials or Article 
Proponents have been addressed. A STANDING VOTE. VOTES IN THE 
AFFIRMATIVE 111. VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE 64. 





Springfield, Massachusetts August 17, 2007 
The within amendment to the general by-laws adopted under Article 5 of the 
warrant for the Annual Town Meeting that convened on May 7, 2007, is 
hereby approved. 

MARTHA COAKLEY 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

By: Kelli E. Gunagan 

Assistant Attorney General 
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ARTICLE 6. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$844,000 for remodeling, reconstructing and making extraordinary repairs to 
public school buildings and for the purchase of additional departmental 
equipment for the School Committee and to meet this appropriation, the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized to 
borrow $844,000 under Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 44, S7. 


ARTICLE 7. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$767,000 for the resurfacing of public ways, for the construction of sidewalks, for 
making extraordinary repairs to public buildings and for the purchase of 
additional departmental equipment for the Department of Public Works; and to 
meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of 
Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow $767,000 under Massachusetts General 
laws, Chapter 44, S7. 


ARTICLE 8. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$109,971 for the purchase of additional departmental equipment for the Police 
Department and; to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of 
the Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow $109,971 under 
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, §7. 


ARTICLE 9. 


VOTED: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000 for the 
rehabilitation of the Memorial Park Beach Building, for the repairs of recreational 
facilities, and for the purchase of departmental equipment for the Recreation 
Department; and to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of 
the Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow $100,000 under 
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, §7. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR 


ARTICLE 10. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$20,000 for the purchase of additional departmental equipment for the Data 
Processing Department; and to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the 
approval of the Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow $20,000 
under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, §7. 


ARTICLE II. 


VOTED: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $11,376 for the 
purpose of additional departmental equipment for the Civil Defense 
Department; and to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of 
the Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow $11,376 under 
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, §7. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR. 


ARTICLE 12. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$10,000 for the rehabilitation of the Fire Station for the Fire Department; and to 
meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of 
Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow $10,000 under Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 44, s7. 


ARTICLE 29. 


VOTED: That the Town amend Article 34 of the Town’s General By-laws, 
entitled “Demolition of Historically Significant Buildings”, as follows: 


By deleting in its entirety the subsection entitled “Enforcement and Remedies” 
and inserting in its place the following new subsection: 


Enforcement and Remedies 


ite The Commission and/or the Building Commissioner are each 
specifically authorized to institute any and all actions and proceedings, in 
law or equity, as they may deem necessary and appropriate to obtain 
compliance with the requirements of this by-law or to prevent a 
threatened violation thereof. 


aes Any owner of a building subject to this bylaw that demolished the 
building without first obtaining a demolition permit in accordance with 
the provisions of this bylaw shall be subject to a fine of not more than 
Three Hundred Dollars. Each day the violation exists shall constitute a 
separate offense until a faithful restoration of the demolished building is 
completed or unless otherwise agreed to by the Commission. 


a If a building subject to this bylaw is demolished without first 
obtaining a demolition permit, no building permit shall be issued for a 
period of two years from the date of the demolition on the subject parcel 
of land or any adjoining parcels of land under common ownership and 
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control unless the building permit is for the faithful restoration referred to 
above or unless otherwise agreed to by the commission. 
Springfield, Massachusetts August 17, 2007 
The within amendment to the general by-laws adopted under Article 29 of 
the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting that convened on May 7, 2007, is 
hereby approved. 
MARTHA COAKLEY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
By: Kelli E. Gunagan 
Assistant Attorney General 


ARTICLE 13. 
DRAKE CEMETERY 


MOVED: That the Town indefinitely postpone action on the 
recommendation by the Community Preservation Committee to appropriate the 
sum of $500.00 from the Community Preservation Fund to fund the restoration of 
the Drake Cemetery located off of Massasoit Road by Russell McAvoy. 

NOT CARRIED. 


VOTED: That the Town raise and appropriate, as recommended by the 
Community Preservation Committee, the sum of $500.00 from the Fiscal Year 
2008 Community Preservation Fund revenues for historic preservation purposes, 
to fund the restoration of the Drake Cemetery located off of Massasoit Road by 
Russell McAvoy, where said funds are to be taken from the Community 
Preservation Fund account balance as of October 15, 2007; and permit 
expenditures in anticipation thereof as of July 1, 2007. 2/3 VOTED 
DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 


HISTORICAL COMMISSION INVENTORY REQUEST 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate, as 
recommended by the Community Preservation Committee the sum of $25,000 
from the Fiscal Year 2008 Community Preservation Fund revenues for historic 
preservation purposes, to fund a survey and inventory of the historic properties in 
the Town of Sharon by the Sharon Historical Commission, where said funds are 
to be taken from the Community Preservation Fund account balance as of 
October 15, 2007; and permit expenditures in anticipation thereof as of July 1, 
2007. 


154A BILLINGS STREET/9 GLENVIEW PARCELS ACQUISITIONS 


MOTION: _ To indefinitely postpone action under this Article. (This article is 
the Glenview Parcels Acquisition) NOT CARRIED. 
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VOTED: That the Town appropriate and borrow the sum of Five Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) under the Community Preservation Program as 
authorized by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44B, Sections, 5, 11 and 12 
for the acquisition in the name of the Town for land preservation and passive 
recreation purposes, the fee in a 10.2+/- acre portion of the following parcel of 
land: 


That parcel of land in Sharon Massachusetts, identified as 154A Billings 
Street, consisting of approximately 11.2 acres, described in the Norfolk 
Registry of Deeds Book 16376, pages 58-60 and further identified on the 
Town of Sharon Assessors Map as Parcel 102-92-1 or as the same may 
be more particularly described 


The 10.2 +/- acre portion of the parcel to be acquired by the Town is 
generally shown on a GIS map attached to this motion and on file with 
the Town Clerk and is entitled “154A Billings Street Proposed 
Acquisition — May 7, 2007” and consists of the land outlined in red on 
said plan identified as “proposed land preservation” excluding the two 
parcels outlined and hatched in blue identified as “conservation 
restriction” land.” 


And to delegate management of this real property to the Sharon Conservation 
Commission; said funds are to be taken from the Community Preservation Fund 
account balance as of October 15, 2007; and permit expenditures in anticipation 
thereof as of July 1, 2007, and to meet this appropriation the Treasurer with the 
approval of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to issue any bonds or notes as 
may be necessary for these purposes, under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
44B, Section 11, or any other general or special law for a period not to exceed 
twenty years. Provide, however, that the preceding purchase shall be authorized 
only in the event that a purchase and sale agreement acceptable to the Board of 
Selectmen and the Conservation Commission relative to the above described 
parcel is executed on or before August 31, 2007; 


And further to authorize the Board of Selectmen and the Conservation 
Commission to enter into such agreements and execute such documents as may 
be necessary to accomplish the foregoing. 


And further that the Town appropriate and borrow the sum of Two Hundred and 
Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000) under Community Preservation Program as 
authorized under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44B, Sections 5, 7, 11 and 
12 for acquisition in the name of the Town for purposes of community housing 
(“affordable housing”) the fee in the following parcel of land with buildings 
thereon: 


The parcel of land in Sharon, Massachusetts, identified as 9 Glenview Road, 
consisting of 0.46 acres, described in the Norfolk Registry of Deeds Certificate 
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153387, Document 809064-1, and identified on the Town of Sharon Assessors 
Map as Parcel 102-88, or as the same may be more particularly described. 


And to delegate management of this real property to the Sharon Housing 
Partnership; said funds are to be taken from the Community Preservation Fund 
account balance as of October 15, 2007; and permit expenditures in anticipation 
thereof as of July 1, 2007, and to meet this appropriation the Treasurer with the 
approval of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to issue any bonds or notes as 
may be necessary for these purposes, under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
44B, Section 11, or any other general or special law for a period not to exceed 
twenty years. 


Provided, however, that the preceding purchase under the Community 
Preservation Program shall be authorized only in the event that of the following 
1) a purchase and sale agreement acceptable to the Board of Selectmen and 
Sharon Housing Partnership relative to the above described parcel is executed on 
or before August 31, 2007; 2) prior to the execution of any purchase and sale 
agreement relative to the above described parcel, a determination is made by the 
Sharon Housing Partnership that said parcel is suitable for use by the Sharon 
Housing Partnership as affordable housing; and 3) prior to the execution of any 
purchase and sale agreement, the Massapoag Brook Neighborhood Association 
enters into a contract acceptable to the Board of Selectmen and Sharon Housing 
Partnership relative to the Association’s assumption of the surveying, insurance 
and other costs and services required for use by the Sharon Housing Partnership 
of the above described parcel for affordable housing purposes. 


And further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into such agreements 
and execute such documents as may be necessary to accomplish the foregoing. 
2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 


VOTED: That the meeting adjourn and reconvene on Wednesday evening 


May 9, 2007 at the Arthur E. Collins Auditorium at 7:00 P.M. 


THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 11:15 P.M. 
Attendance: 220 


ADJOURNED ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MAY 8, 2007 
The Adjourned Annual Town Meeting of May 8, 2007 was adjourned at 
11:15 P.M. to reconvene at the Sharon High School, Arthur E. Collins 
Auditorium on Pond Street on Wednesday, May 9, 2007 at 7:00 P.M. then and 


there to act on all unfinished business in the Annual Town Meeting Warrant of 
2007. 


eh) 


Attest: 
Marlene B. Chused 
Sharon Town Clerk 


May 9, 2007 


This is to certify that I have posted a copy of the above notice in 
accordance with Town By-Laws. 


JOSEPH S. BERNSTEIN 
CONSTABLE 
SHARON, MASSACHUSETTS 


ADJOURNED ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 


May 9, 2007 


ARTICLE 13. 
HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PLAYGROUND 


VOTED: That the Town raise and appropriate, as recommended by the 
Community Preservation Committee the sum of $40,000 from the Fiscal Y ear 
2007 Community Preservation Revenues to provide a matching grant to the 
Playground Committee of the Heights Elementary School to replace the 
playground and installation of a quarter mile track provided however that this 
appropriation shall be authorized only in the event that the Playground Committee 
raises the additional funds required for the completion of the project, where said 
funds are to be taken from the Community Preservation Fund account balance as 
of October 15, 2007; and permit expenditures in anticipation thereof as of July 1, 
2007. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 


COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE ADMINISTRATIVE 
EXPENSES 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$30,000 of the Town’s portion of the expected fiscal year 2008 Community 
Preservation Fund revenues, to permit the Community Preservation Committee to 
expend funds as it deems necessary for its administrative and operating expenses, 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 6 of Chapter 44B of the 
Massachusetts General Laws and Acts and amendments thereof, where said funds 
are to be taken from the Community Preservation Fund account balance as of 


October 15, 2007; and permit expenditures in anticipation thereof as of July 1, 
2007. 
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ALLOCATION OF UNENCUMBERED RESERVES 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town reserve, as recommended by the 
Community Preservation Committee the sum of $57,000 from Fiscal Year 2007 
Community Preservation Fund Revenues for Historic Preservation purposes. 


WATER DEPARTMENT WELL STATION #1 


VOTED: That the Town raise and appropriate, as recommended by the 
Community Preservation Committee the sum of $100,000 from the Fiscal Year 
2008 Community Preservation Fund revenues for historic preservation purposes, 
to fund the replacement of the garage doors, brick repointing, water proofing, and 
repair or replacement of the windows, roof and cupola of the exterior of Well 
Station #1, a town owned building near the railroad station which dates to 1896 
by the Town Water Department, where said funds are to be taken from the 
Community Preservation Fund account balance as of October 15, 2007; and 
permit expenditures in anticipation thereof as of July 1, 2007. 2/3 VOTE 
DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 


ARTICLE 14. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town elect to the Finance Committee the 
following named: 


For a three year term: 


Maria Anderson — 70 Gunhouse Street 
Brian Fitzgerald — 35 Livingston Road 
Josh M. Kiernan — 221 East Foxboro Street 
Gordon Gladstone — 2 Bruce Avenue 


THE MODERATOR APPOINTED THE FOLLOWING NAMED TO THE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 


Chuck Goodman — 72 Lincoln Road 
Gloria Rose — 8 Margaret Road 
Eugene Ellis — 5 Marcus Road 

Sam Liao — 12 Turning Mill Road 
Paul Pietal — 86 North Main Street 


ARTICLE 15. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the reports of the various officials, boards and 
committees be received for filing. 
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ARTICLE 16. 
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: 


A. That the Town Clerk cast one ballot for the Trustees of the Dorchester 
and Surplus Revenue School Funds as follows: 


Lillian Savage, George E. Donovan and Roni Thaler 


B. That the Town Clerk cast one ballot for the Trustees of the Edmund H. 
Talbot Fund as follows: 


Shirley Schofield, James J. Testa and Eleanor M. Herburger 


(e That the Town Clerk cast one ballot for the Trustees of the Sharon 
Friends School Fund as follows: 


Priscilla Levenson, Eleanor M. Herburger, Joseph Petrosky, Robert Uyttebroek 
and Corrine Hershman; and, 


D. To accept the report of the donors of the Sharon Friends School Fund. 


ARTICLE 17. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That action under Article 17 be indefinitely 
postponed. (This was for funds to be added to the special fund established for the 
Stabilization Fund.) 


ARTICLE 18. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$1,760,422 to be added to the special fund established to pay the Norfolk County 
Retirement Board for the Annual Assessment costs chargeable to the Town. 


ARTICLE 19. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$48,801 for the purpose of paying for the cost of services to perform an annual 
fixed assets and audit of accounts of the Town of Sharon for fiscal year 2007 in 
accordance with Chapter 44, Section 40 of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth. 
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ARTICLE 20. 

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 
$79,568 to be added to the special fund established to reimburse the 
Massachusetts Division of Employment and Training for the actual costs of 
benefits paid to former town employees and chargeable to the Town. 


ARTICLE 21. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town appropriate and transfer from 
Article 12 of the May 2005 Annual Town Meeting the sum of $1,000,000 
consisting of unexpended bond proceeds from the Town’s outstanding $5,375,000 
Municipal Purpose Loan of 2005 Bonds dated September 15, 2005 and/or the 
Town’s $13,680,000 Municipal Purpose Loan of 2006 Bonds dated October 15, 
2006 (such unexpended proceeds remaining after the completion of the Middle 
School remodeling project and the Wilber School abatement project) for the 
purpose of acquiring by gift, purchase, or eminent domain, those parcels of land 
or portions thereof for which the Town voted to appropriate and borrow 
$3,650,000 under Article 2 of the November 13, 2006 Special Town Meeting, 
thereby reducing the total amount of the authorized borrowing by such amount 
transferred. 


ARTICLE 22. 


MOVED: That the Town amend its General By-laws by amending Article 36 
section | to increase the membership of the Community Preservation Committee 
from seven to nine as authorized by Chapter 44B of the Massachusetts General 
Laws by deleting section | in its entirety and replacing it with the following: 


SECTION 1. There shall be established a Community Preservation Committee for 
the purpose of administering the Community Preservation Act, G.L. c. 44B, 
which shall consist of nine members as follows: One member from the 
Conservation Commission established under section 8C of chapter 40, as 
designated by that Commission, who shall serve for an initial term of three years; 
one member from the Historical Commission established under section 8D of 
chapter 40, as designated by that Commission, who shall serve for an initial term 
of two years; one member from the Planning Board established under section 81A 
of chapter 41, as designated by that Board, who shall serve for an initial term of 
three years; one member appointed by the Board of Selectmen, acting as Park 
Commissioners under section 2 of chapter 45, as designated by that Board, who 
shall serve for an initial term of two years; and one member from the Housing 
Authority established under section 3 of chapter 121B as designated by that 
Authority, who shall serve for an initial term of three years. The remaining four 
members of said Committee shall be at-large members, two appointed by the 
Board of Selectmen, and two appointed by the Moderator, each for an initial term 
of one year. Thereafter each member shall be appointed for a three-year term. 
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Members may be reappointed for consecutive terms. Vacancies shall be filled by 
the original appointing authority. 


MOTION TO AMEND: To strike out the second at-large Moderator 
position and insert a Finance Committee position. CARRIED. A 
STANDING VOTE. VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE 41. VOTES IN THE 
NEGATIVE 36. 


MOTION TO AMEND: To strike out the second at-large Selectmen 
position and insert a School Committee position. CARRIED. A 
STANDING VOTE. VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE 36. VOTES IN THE 
NEGATIVE 34. 


MOTION TO AMEND: To strike out the at-large Finance Committee 
position and insert a member of the Recreation Advisory Board. NOT 
CARRIED. 


MOTION TO AMEND: To strike out the at-large School Committee 
position and insert a member of the Recreation Advisory Board. NOT 
CARRIED. 


MOTION: — To call the question. CARRIED. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR. 


MOTION: _ That the Town amend its General By-laws by amending Article 36 
section | to increase the membership of the Community Preservation Committee 
from seven to nine as authorized by Chapter 44B of the Massachusetts General 
Laws by deleting section | in its entirety and replacing it with the following: 


SECTION 1. There shall be established a Community Preservation Committee for 
the purpose of administering the Community Preservation Act, G.L. c. 44B, 
which shall consist of nine members as follows: One member from the 
Conservation Commission established under section 8C of chapter 40, as 
designated by that Commission, who shall serve for an initial term of three years; 
one member from the Historical Commission established under section 8D of 
chapter 40, as designated by that Commission, who shall serve for an initial term 
of two years; one member from the Planning Board established under section 81A 
of chapter 41, as designated by that Board, who shall serve for an initial term of 
three years; one member appointed by the Board of Selectmen, acting as Park 
Commissioners under section 2 of chapter 45, as designated by that Board, who 
shall serve for an initial term of two years; and one member from the Housing 
Authority established under section 3 of chapter 121B as designated by that 
Authority, who shall serve for an initial term of three years. The remaining four 
members of said Committee shall be at-large members, one appointed by the 
Board of Selectmen, one appointed by the Moderator, one appointed by the 
Finance Committee, and one appointed by the School Committee each for an 
initial term of one year. Thereafter each member shall be appointed for a three- 
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year term. Members may be reappointed for consecutive terms. Vacancies shall 
be filled by the original appointing authority. NOT CARRIED. 


THE MODERATOR SAID IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY OBJECTION HE 
WOULD ASSUME THERE WAS UNANIMOUS CONSENT TO ALLOW 
MARION SULLIVAN, A NON-VOTER TO ADDRESS THE MEETING. 


ARTICLE 23. 


MOVED: That action under Article 23 be indefinitely postponed. 
NOT CARRIED. (This was to name the Community Center the David I. 
Clifton Jr. Sharon Community Center.) 


MOTION: _ That the Town vote pursuant to Article 34A of its General By- 
Laws to rename the Sharon Community Center as the DAVID I. CLIFTON JR. 
SHARON COMMUNITY CENTER. NOT CARRIED. A STANDING VOTE. 
VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE 44. VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE 44. 


ARTICLE 24. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town vote to accept Section 4, 
Chapter 73 of the Acts of 1986, as amended by Chapter 126 of the Acts of 1988, 
and Chapter 380 of the Acts of 2000, which authorizes additional real estate 
exemptions to be granted to persons who qualify for property tax exemptions 
Bugcmialisessl 70 mle li 2517 Ds LIE 222 Ne) 2 BNO) Ge 2 Da2 2b 3. 
37A, 41, 41B, 41C and 41D of Section 5 of Chapter 59 in an amount equal to 100 
percent to be effective for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and ending June 
30, 2008. 


ARTICLE 25. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town accept the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 41, Section 110A, relative to the closing of 
public offices on Saturdays and further that the Town will vote to authorize the 
Town Clerk to close the Town Clerk’s Office on Saturdays pursuant to said 
statute. 


The provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 4, Section 9 shall be 
applicable in the case of such closing of any such office on any Saturday to the 
same extent as if such Saturday were a legal holiday. Pursuant to the provisions 
of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 51, Section 31, if the final day for the 
registration of voters falls on a Saturday, the preceding day shall be the final day 
for such registration. 
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ARTICLE 26. 
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: 


That action under Article 26 be indefinitely postponed. (This was for additional 
funds for the Community Center which are not needed.) 


ARTICLE 27. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town vote to amend its General By- 


Laws by creating the following new Article 32(a), "Weights and Measures Fees": 


Pursuant to the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 98, Section 
56, the Sealer of Weights and Measures shall receive and may demand the 
following fees for sealing and inspecting the following weighing or measuring 
devices: 


1) Scales and balances with a weighing capacity of more than ten pounds and less 
than one hundred pounds, ten dollars 


2) Gasoline pumps, twelve dollars 


Springfield, Massachusetts August 17, 2007 
The within amendment to the general by-laws adopted under Article 27 of 
the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting that convened on May 7, 2007, is 
hereby approved. 

MARTHA COAKLEY 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

By: Kelli E. Gunagan 

Assistant Attorney General 


ARTICLE 28. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town transfer the sum of $21,725 from 
the Receipts Reserved for Appropriation — Septic Loans to the Septic System 
Improvement Loan Program to pay debt service due to the Massachusetts Water 
Pollution Abatement Trust. 


ARTICLE 30. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town reauthorize the various revolving 
funds under M.G.L. c.44 sec.53E' for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2007 
as shown in the Article 30, on pages 61—67 of the Warrant for this Annual 
Meeting, except for the Recreation Programs Revolving Fund. 
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A. Cable TV Licensing and Re-licensing Fund 


That the Town vote to reauthorize a revolving fund known as the Cable TV 
Licensing and Re-licensing Fund in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 
53B1/2: 


The purpose of this fund is to prepare for future cable licensing or re-licensing, 
and to defray the costs incurred by the Town in providing public Internet access. 
Receipts to be deposited to this fund shall be solely derived from the annual 
proceeds received by the Town from the cable television licensee under the terms 
of a Renewal License granted by the Board of Selectmen. Said license requires 
that to the extent authorized by Chapter 166A of the General Laws of 
Massachusetts, and permitted by Federal Communication Commission 
regulations, 50 cents per subscriber per year be forwarded to the Town annually. 


Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2008 shall not exceed the balance in the fund carried 
forward from Fiscal Year 2007 plus receipts deposited into the fund during Fiscal 
Year 2008 and in any case shall not exceed Twenty Thousand($20,000.00) 
dollars. 


Any unused balance, subject to subsequent Town Meeting authorization, shall 
carry forward for the benefit of Sharon cable subscribers to cover any costs 
incurred at the time of license issuance or renewal. 


The Board of Selectmen shall have the authority to expend from this fund. 
B. Library Public-Use Supplies Replacement Fund 


That the Town vote to reauthorize a revolving fund known as the Library Public- 
Use Supplies Replacement Fund in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 
53E1/2: 


The purpose of this fund is to acquire supplies associated with the use of public- 
use computer printers and faxes such as, but not limited to, paper and ink 
cartridges. Receipts to be deposited in this fund shall be monies collected as a 
user fee paid by the users of computer printers and/or the recipients of faxes. 
Such monies represent the replacement cost of the supplies. The Library 
Director, with the approval of the Library Board of Trustees, shall be authorized 
to expend from this fund. 


Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2008 shall not exceed the balance in the fund carried 
forward from Fiscal Year 2007 plus monies deposited into the fund during FY 
2008 and in any event shall not exceed seven thousand ($7,000.00) dollars. 


C. Street Opening Fund 
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That the Town reauthorize a revolving fund, first established for Fiscal Year 
1992, known as the Street Opening Fund as provided by M.G.L. Chapter 44, 
Section 53E'”. 

The purpose of this fund is to defray the cost of making permanent repairs to 
openings in Town streets by utility companies, contractors, and/or the Town 
Water Division. 


Receipts to be deposited in this fund shall be monies paid by utility companies, 
contractors and/or the Town Water Division in accordance with the requirements 
of the Town of Sharon Street Opening Manual. The Superintendent of Public 
Works, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, shall be authorized to 
expend from this fund. 


Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2008 shall not exceed the balance in the fund carried 

forward from Fiscal Year 2007 plus monies deposited into the fund during Fiscal 

Year 2008 and in any event shall not exceed Twenty-Five Thousand ($25,000.00) 
dollars. 


D. Recycling Fund 


That the Town reauthorize a revolving fund, first established for Fiscal Year 
1991, known as the Recycling Fund as provided by M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 
S3E”. 


The purpose of this fund is to support the recycling program of the Town of 
Sharon and to purchase and install shade trees and shrubs to be planted in the 
public ways of the Town and otherwise as provided for in Section 7, Chapter 87, 
of the General statutes. Receipts to be deposited to this fund shall be monies 
derived from the sale of recycled materials including, but not limited to, 
newspaper, glass, metals and plastics, the sale of leaf bags, and disposal fees for 
certain special wastes generated by the citizens of Sharon including, but not 
limited to, batteries, tires, and used motor oil and white goods, and an amount 
equal to the number of tons of material recycled times the Tipping Fee at the 
SEMASS facility to be transferred from the Tipping Fee Escrow Fund. The 
Superintendent of Public Works, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, 
shall be authorized to expend from this fund. 


Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2008 shall not exceed the balance in the fund carried 
forward from Fiscal Year 2007 plus monies deposited into the fund during Fiscal 
Year 2008, and in any event shall not exceed Seventy-Five Thousand 
($75,000.00) dollars. 


E. Conservation Commission Advertising Revolving Fund 
That the Town reauthorize a revolving fund known as the Conservation 


Commission Advertising Revolving Fund in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, 
Section 53E”. 
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The purpose of this fund shall be to defray the cost of advertising for hearings and 
meetings before the Sharon Conservation Commission. Receipts to be deposited 
in this fund shall be monies paid by persons requesting hearings before the 
Sharon Conservation Commission. The Conservation Commission shall be 
authorized to expend from this fund. 


Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2008 shall not exceed the balance in the fund carried 
forward from Fiscal Year 2007 plus monies deposited into the fund during FY 
2008 and in any event shall not exceed Four Thousand ($4,000.00) dollars. 


F. Library Materials Replacement Fund 


That the Town reauthorize a revolving fund, first established for Fiscal Year 
1993, known as the Library Materials Replacement Fund in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E”. 


The purpose of this fund is to acquire equivalent Public Library materials to 
replace items lost by those who borrow such materials. Receipts to be deposited 
in this fund shall be monies paid by the borrowers of the lost materials. Such 
monies represent the replacement cost of the material. The Library Director, with 
the approval of the Library Board of Trustees, shall be authorized to expend from 
this fund. 


Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2008 shall not exceed the balance in the fund carried 
forward from Fiscal Year 2007 plus receipts deposited into the fund during Fiscal 
Year 2008 and in any case shall not exceed Three Thousand Five Hundred 
($3,500.00) dollars. 


H. Parking Lot Fund 


That the Town reauthorize a revolving fund known as the Parking Lot Fund in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44,Section 53E/”. 


The purpose of this fund is to provide and pay for the maintenance, repair, 
improvement, monitoring, and operation, including payment for public liability 
coverage, for municipal parking lots within the Town that are subject to the 
control of the Board of Selectmen, including, but not limited to, the parking lot 
located on Pond Street which was accepted at Special Town Meeting on June 21, 
1978, by gift of the Sharon Civic Foundation, and/or to purchase or lease 
additional parking lots, and in general for any traffic control or traffic safety 
purposes. Receipts to be deposited to this fund shall be solely derived from the 
receipt of parking fees and charges. The Superintendent of Public Works, with 
the approval of the Board of Selectmen, shall be authorized to administer and 
expend from this fund. 
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Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2008 shall not exceed the balance carried forward 
from Fiscal Year 2007 plus monies deposited into the fund during Fiscal Year 
2008 and in any event shall not exceed Sixty-five Thousand ($65,000.00) dollars. 


I. Board of Health Fund for Monitoring Compliance with Septic Variance 


That the Town reauthorize a revolving fund known as the Board of Health Fund 
for Monitoring Compliance with Septic Variances in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 44, Section 53E”. 


The purpose of this fund is to support the Board of Health’s efforts to protect 
public health through the successful management and oversight of all required 
reporting and testing requirements placed on onsite wastewater disposal 
installations that have been and will be approved for installation requiring 
mandated variances. 


Receipts to be deposited into this fund shall be monies collected from fees 
generated from application fees for all new onsite wastewater disposal 
installations, which require variance from the requirements of Title V or Article 7 
and annual fees, assessed to owners of new and existing onsite wastewater 
disposal installations that require reporting, annual, or more frequent pumping, 
testing, or other actions by the owner, as required by their variance from Title V 
or Article 7. The Board of Health shall be authorized to expend from this fund. 


Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2008 shall not exceed the balance carried forward 
from Fiscal Year 2007 plus monies deposited into the fund during FY 2008 and in 
any event shall not exceed Twenty Thousand ($20,000.00) dollars. 


J. Health Department Revolving Fund 


That the Town reauthorize a revolving fund known as the Health Department 
Revolving Fund in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E'”. 


The purpose of this fund is to support health promotion clinics for Sharon 
residents including, but not limited to, influenza and pneumococcal vaccination 
clinics. Receipts to be deposited into this fund shall be monies collected through 
reimbursements for immunizations. The Board of Health shall be authorized to 
expend from this fund. 


Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2008 shall not exceed the balance carried forward 
from Fiscal Year 2007 plus monies deposited into the fund during Fiscal Year 
2008 and in any event shall not exceed Twenty Thousand ($20,000.00) dollars. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: 
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G. Recreation Programs Revolving Fund 


That the Town reauthorize a revolving fund known as the Recreation Programs 
Revolving Fund in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E’. 


The purpose of this fund is to support the fee-based recreation department 
programs and to reimburse the Town for some of the costs incurred to operate and 
maintain the Sharon Community Center. Receipts to be deposited into this fund 
shall be monies collected from users of the recreation department programs and 
facilities and the rental income derived by the Town from the use of the Sharon 
Community Center by community and other groups. The Recreation Director, 
with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, shall be authorized to expend from 
this fund. Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2008 shall not exceed the balance carried 
forward from Fiscal Year 2007 plus monies deposited into the fund during Fiscal 
Year 2008 and in any event shall not exceed One Hundred Thousand 
($100,000.00) dollars. 


ARTICLE 31. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town vote to amend its General By-Laws 
by creating the following new Article 2(c), “Attendance by Town Board, 
Committee and Commission Members at Adjudicatory Hearings: 


SECTION 1. Purpose 


This by-law is enacted pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
39, Section 23D (b) for the purpose of establishing minimum additional 
requirements for attendance at scheduled Town board, committee and 
commission hearings under said statute as accepted by the Town of Sharon 
Special Town Meeting of November 13, 2006. 


SECTION 2. Procedure 


A member of any Town board, committee or commission when holding 
an adjudicatory hearing shall not be disqualified from voting in the matter solely 
due to that member’s absence from no more than a single hearing session of said 
board, committee or commission at which testimony or other evidence relative to 
the matter is received. Before any such vote, the board, committee or commission 
member shall certify in writing that he/she has examined all of the evidence 
submitted to said board, committee or commission at the missed session. This 
written certification shall become part of the record of the hearing. For purposes 
of this By-law, such evidence shall be all of the documents, maps, exhibits, 
submissions and other materials received by a board, committee or commission at 
the missed session. Said evidence shall also include an audio or video recording 
of the missed session. The reading or review of a transcript of any missed session 
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does not alone satisfy the requirement that a member examine all of the evidence 
received by a board, committee or commission at the missed session. 


Springfield, Massachusetts August 17, 2007 
The within amendment to the general by-laws adopted under Article 31 of 
the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting that convened on May 7, 2007, is 
hereby approved. 

MARTHA COAKLEY 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

By: Kelli E. Gunagan 

Assistant Attorney General 


VOTED: That the Annual Town Meeting be dissolved at 9:55 P.M. 


Attendance: 129 
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ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION 


May 15, 2007 


Pursuant to the provisions of the Warrant of April 19, 2007, the 
inhabitants of the Town of Sharon qualified to vote in elections, met in the Sharon 
High School Gymnasium at 7:00 A.M., Tuesday, May 15, 2007. The warden for 
the election was Lynne M. Callanan. The wardens for Precincts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
were named as follows: Pat Zlotin, Barbara Testa, Marilyn Lamb, Shirley 
Schofield and Susan Slater. The meeting was called to order by Marlene B. 
Chused, Town Clerk, who read the call and return of the warrant. Clerks and 
workers were: Jini Karelitz, Lorraine Forman, Marcia Shapiro, Terri Spevock, 
Pat Walker, Carol Brown, Ellen Mirson, Walter Siemiatkaska, Gail Moore, Ruth 
Grandberg, Trudy Leonard, Mildred Worthley, Susan Keating, Bettyann 
Decesare, Herb Pozner, Hy Lamb, Phill Chapman, Jim Testa, Barry Zlotin, Brian 
D’Arcy and Beth Kourafas Assistant Town Clerk. The ballot boxes were locked 
and the keys delivered to Officer of the day, Steven Fontes. All election officers 
were sworn. 


At 8:05 P.M. the polls were declared closed. Total votes were as follows: 
Precinct 1 — 815; Precinct 2 — 885; Precinct 3 — 959; Precinct 4 — 771; Precinct 5 
— 707. Total votes cast — 4,137. Absentee ballots cast — 112. The ballots were 
canvassed according to the law by an OPTECH III-P Eagle Ballot Tabulator. 
Results were transcribed on summary sheets and declaration was made by Town 
Clerk Marlene B. Chused at 8:28 P.M. 


PRECINCT | a 2, eS Ae 

-SELECTMEN | | | | 

_3 YRS re ie 1B | | | 
WILLIAM A. 587 | 625] 699| 544] 482] 2,937 | 

_HEITIN ~ ry | | | 

ANNE | (e871) 124 18-1003 sara = ea eee 
RACHEL | | 

BINGHAM) | | a 

WRITE-IN | 0 | 0. 4 | Soe RCs, 9 
Blanks l= 1414 186%= 156 | 14899140 eee 
Total 815| 885| 959| 771| 707| 4,137 
ASSESSOR it 2 eS 4 Be a5 Total 
3 YRS | | 
ELLEN 529| 563| 646| 499] 443] 2,680 
WOLFSON | | | | 
ABELSON | | | | 
WRITE-IN __ or eee 94S SS4 6 25 

Blanks 281 | 320 7 30418 694 5 2258 | e432 
Total 815. 885 959 771. 707 4,137 
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PRECINCT 
SCHOOL 


COMMITTEE | 


3 YRS 
LINDA 
WAITZE 
CALLAN 
LAUREN H. 
COMMONS 
RICHARD 
JOSEPH 
GODMINTZ 


ALISON M. 


RUTLEY 

WRITE-IN 
Blanks 

Total 


PLANNING 


BOARD 


5 YRS 
LAURA 
LYNN 


NELSON 
SUSAN J. 


ERIE 
WRITE-IN 
Blanks _ 


Total — 


HOUSING 


AUTHORITY 


3 YRS 


CHARLOTTE | 


R. DANA 
WRITE-IN 
Blanks 


— Total 


[Raves 
B57 Twlier235 
067) Wl 272 
179 | 155. 
B07 (ee 

| 
4 4 
| 616| 663 | 

1,63 1,770 

0. 

1 D 
DOT wads 
230 | 340 

| 
5a D 
P83 wee 95 
815 885 

1 2 
509 525 

6. I 

300. = 359 

815 885 
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5 


Total 


TRUSTEE OF 





PUBLIC 1 2 BUM EL4iCT iss Total 
LIBRARY 3 | 

YRS | | | | | | | 
ALYSSA | 450]? 472| ~529:) 435%) 379 wee6ae 
WIENER | | | | | 

ROSENBAUM | | Weds fied! | | | 
KATHLEEN | 186| 136| 176| 154] 184] 836 
_IVATTS | |. oe Thahe | | | 
~ROBERTA fi2541 bee S36 AMGd3 54 6240 Ae 23 tele 
WATERMAN | | | | | | 
|SAPHIRE _| Cini eee | | 
WRITE-IN re Fla Best 2 | 331. Pela 
- Blanks Hicd35 by 824ehn 870) er 702 | on625 4). Bureae 
Total 1,630 1,770 1,918 1,542 1,414 8,274 





QUESTION NO. 1 

Shall the Town of Sharon be allowed to assess an additional Two Million Nine- 
Hundred Thousand ($2,900,000) Dollars in Real Estate and Personal Property 
Taxes for the purposes of defraying charges and expenses of the Town, including 
the Public Schools, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007? 


PRECINCT 11 vig Spd ee gud ePUCHA ee Sete aeTO tal 
YES! 40 © (1 409 528 un 585i)< 94410) 47 we SOM 
NO |. Wines EL MN402SS55 IMCS 1BRG25 | Mase oT auen 
poBlanks: 0g) See 49) eee G 6 | 5 | 12s oe 
[Total | 815 885| 959] 7711. 707] 4,137) 


Total Registered Voters: 11,630 
Percent Voting: 36% 
Absentee: 112 

Total Votes Cast: 4,137 


FALL SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
NOVEMBER 5, 2007 


Pursuant to the provisions of the warrant of October 2, 2007 the 
inhabitants of the Town of Sharon qualified to vote in town affairs met at the 
Arthur E. Collins Auditorium at 7:00 P.M. 


The meeting was called to order by Moderator Paul E. Bouton. The 
Moderator said that in the absence of any objection he would assume that there 
was unanimous consent to waive the reading of the call and return of the warrant 
by Town Clerk Marlene B. Chused. There was no objection to this request. 
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The Moderator said that in the absence of any objection he would assume 
there was unanimous consent to allow the following non-voters to address the 
meeting: Dick Gelerman, Mark Mazur, Eric Hooper, Peter O’Cain, Dennis 
Mann, Norma Simons-Fitzgerald, Greg Meister, Marshall Bradstreet, Jason 
Talerman, John Kusmiersky, Marty Spagat, Robert Davis, John Twohig, Chris 
Regnier, Timothy Sullivan, Robert Daylor, Robert Vanasse, John Connery, Lynne 
Sweet, Dean Stratouly, Liam Patterson, Richard Kershaw, Jennifer Steffen, 
Richard Rudman, Katie Burgener, Michael T. Intoccia, Michael Wang, Mark 
Racicot. 


HOUSEKEEPING PROCEDURE ~— No vote was necessary. 


In order to correct a numbering error which occurred in Article 31 of the Annual 
Town Meeting of May 5, 2007, such article must be resubmitted to the Attorney 
General’s Office without any change except that the by-law created under Article 
31 should be numbered By-Law Article 2(B) rather than By-Law Article 2(C). 


VOTED: That the meeting adjourn at 11:00 P.M. or at the close of the 
Article then under discussion and to reconvene on Tuesday evening November 6, 
2007 at the Arthur E. Collins Auditorium at 7:00 P.M. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That whenever at this Town Meeting a majority or 
two thirds vote is required by statute, by-law or rule of procedure, a count need 
not be taken, or recorded by the clerk but may be publicly declared by the 
moderator. If a vote so declared is immediately questioned by seven or more 
voters, the count shall be taken, and the vote shall be recorded by the clerk; 
provided, however, that if the vote is unanimous, a count, need not be taken and 
the clerk shall record the vote as unanimous. 


VOTED: That once final action is taken on an article, the matter may not 
again be taken under consideration at that town meeting unless in the best 
judgment of the Moderator, a significant error or omission occurred in the 
language or the process of the original action on the article, or a significant 
change of circumstances has occurred, such that there is a substantial likelihood 
that the outcome could change upon reconsideration or that reconsideration would 
be in the Town’s best interests. Such errors, omission or changes of 
circumstances shall be brought to the Moderator’s attention as soon as they are 
known, and the Moderator shall determine if and when the matter will be taken 
up. The Moderator shall announce this decision to the town meeting. If the 
Moderator determines that the matter may be taken up pursuant to this motion, a 
majority vote shall be necessary in order to proceed with reconsideration. 


ARTICLE 1: 


MOTION: _ That action under Article 1 be indefinitely postponed. 
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MOTION: — Tocall the question. CARRIED. A STANDING VOTE. 
VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE 149. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR. 


VOTED: That action under Article | be indefinitely postponed. (This 
article was to amend sections of the Zoning By-Laws referring to the Senior 
Living Overlay District in which Sharon Hills is proposed to be built.) 


ARTICLE 2. 


VOTED: That action under Article 2 be indefinitely postponed. (This 
article was to amend sections of the Zoning By-Laws referring to the Senior 
Living Overlay District in which Sharon Hills is proposed to be built.) 


ARTICLE 3. 
MOTION: _ That action under Article 3 be indefinitely postponed. 


MOTION: _ To call the question. CARRIED. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR. 


VOTED: That action under Article 3 be indefinitely postponed. (This 
article was to amend sections of the Zoning By-Laws referring to the Senior 
Living Overlay District in which Sharon Hills is proposed to be built.) 


The Moderator stated that he is a partner in a law firm representing one 
of the owners of property involved in Articles 5 through 9 of this Special Town 
Meeting. Therefore, he recused himself for those articles and had Paul Pietal 
serve as Moderator. 


ARTICLE 4. 


VOTED: That the Town amend Article | of the General By-Laws to add a 
new Section 7 as follows: 


SECTION 7. A motion to reconsider any prior votes of town meeting shall not be 
accepted, except when, in the best judgment of the Moderator, a significant error 
or omission occurred in the language or process of the original action on the 
article, or a significant change of circumstances has occurred, such that there is a 
substantial likelihood that the outcome could change upon reconsideration or that 
reconsideration would be in the Town’s best interest. Such errors, omission or 
change of circumstances shall be brought to the Moderator’s attention as soon as 
they are known, and the Moderator shall determine if and when the matter will be 
taken up. The Moderator shall announce this decision to the Town Meeting. If 
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the Moderator determines that the matter may be taken up pursuant to this 
Section, a majority vote shall be necessary in order to proceed with 
reconsideration. A STANDING VOTE. VOTES IN THE 
AFFIRMATIVE 167. VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE 163. 


ARTICLE 5. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town Amend the Zoning By-Laws of the 
Town of Sharon, Massachusetts dated June 2005 as last amended on May 7, 2007 
by amending Sections 2329, 2463, and 6342 exactly as printed on pages 34 — 36 
of the Warrant for this Special Town Meeting except for deletion of the words, 
appearing on page 36, “or take any other action relative thereto.” 





Amend Section 2329 

Amend “2329. Business District D Performance Standards.” by deleting the 
second paragraph thereof “All roadways within 3,000 feet of the project 
site...shall conform to MassHighway requirements.” and replacing it with the 
following: 

All roadways within 3,000 feet of the project site accommodating more than two- 
hundred (200) vehicle trips per hour generated by sites in the Business District D 
shall be improved to Collector Street Standards as set forth in the Land 
Subdivision Rules and Regulations of the Sharon Planning Board. 
Reconstruction within public ways shall be subject to approval of a 100 percent 
Design Submission of the Roadway Improvement Plans by majority vote of the 
Board of Selectmen acting as Street Commissioners. A Sketch Plan Submission, 
a 25 Percent Design Submission and a 100 Percent Design Submission of the 
Roadway Improvement Plans are required. The content of the Sketch Plan 
Submission shall graphically depict the location, alignment, and number of lanes 
for existing and proposed roadways and abutting land uses. The content of the 25 
Percent Design Submission and the 100 Percent Design Submission shall 
conform to MassHighway requirements. 


Replace Section 2463 
Delete Section “2463. Lot Coverage and Open Space” and replace it with the 


following: 


1. 2463. Lot Coverage and Open Space: 
Maximum lot coverage: 


Business Districts A and C: Twenty-five 


(25)percent for single family and two-family residential 
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uses and thirty-five (35)percent for multi-family residential 
uses, Fifty (50) percent for all other uses. 

Business District B: Twenty-five (25) percent for 

residential uses. Twenty (20) percent for all other uses. 
Business District D : Twenty (20) percent excluding parking 
decks. 


Professional Districts: N/A 
Minimum Landscaped Open Space Coverage including Natural Vegetation 
Areas: 


Business Districts A and C - Thirty (30) percent 
Business District B - N/A 
Business District D - Thirty-five (35) percent 


Professional District - N/A 
Lot coverage and open space allowed by Special Permit from the Board of 
Appeals in Business Districts A and C. Maximum lot coverage may be increased 
to not more than eighty-five (85) percent of total lot area and minimum 
landscaped open space coverage may be reduced to not less than fifteen (15) 
percent of total lot area by Special Permit from the Board of Appeals. In granting 
a Special Permit for increased lot coverage or decreased landscaped open space 
coverage, the Board of Appeals shall determine that the Special Permit facilitates 
inclusion of amenities or facilities that provide for the public benefit or 
convenience. Typical site improvements which may be deemed as public benefits 
or convenience when in compliance with the following: 
(1) When street plantings are provided along the entire street frontage for 
non-residential uses, except at drives and except when neither a street setback nor 
a buffer zone is required. The required plantings should generally be located 
between the street and the build-to line. 


(2) When curb cuts are consolidated either on a single lot or between 
abutting lots resulting in better traffic circulation and safety. 
(3) When landscaping exceeding the minimum parking lot standards is 


provided. Trees and soil plots shall be so located as to provide visual relief and 
wind interruption within the parking area, and to assure safe patterns for internal 
circulation. 

(4) When enhanced screening of dumpsters, refuse areas, and loading bays is 
provided for adjacent streets and properties. Plantings should be supplemented 
by an opaque fence or wall at least six (6’) feet tall. 

(5) When a septic system is installed that provides enhanced treatment 
capability or where the lot is encumbered by easements that facilitate provision of 
a shared septic system with enhanced treatment capability. 

(6) When the building and facade design are compatible with the promotion 
of architectural elements described in the Design Guidelines for the Town Center 
Business District. 
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Amend Section 6342 

At the end of the fifth sentence of the first paragraph of Section “6342. Review 
Fees” delete“19” insert “20” such that the sentence reads as follows: 

These funds may only be expended only for the purposes described in Section 
4.02 above, and in compliance with the Uniform Procurement Act, M.G.L. c 30B 
§§ 1-20; 
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ARTICLE 6. 


VOTED: That the Town accept and/or acquire by gift, for roadway 
purposes, the fee or easement rights in land adjacent to Laurel Road and Old Post 
Road as may be necessary or appropriate to create a dead end cul-de-sac at the 
end of Laurel Road in accordance with changes to the layout of Laurel Road and 
Old Post Road as may be approved by the Board of Selectmen. 


And further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into such agreements, 
accept such deeds or other instruments, and execute such documents as may be 
necessary to accomplish the foregoing. 


ARTICLE 7. 


MOTION: _ That the Town Amend Article 12, the Sign By-Law of the Town 
of Sharon, Massachusetts by amending Sections 3.1, the Section entitled “Signs 
in the Business A or Business C Districts”, Section 4.3, Sections 5.4.1 and 5.4.2, 
and inserting a new Section 5.5 exactly as printed in a handout attached hereto 
and entitled “FINAL COPY OF ARTICLE 7 INCORPORATING ALL 
REVISIONS FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF THE SPECIAL TOWN 
MEETING WARRANT, BOARD OF SELECTMEN.” 


To see if the Town will Vote to Amend Article 12 Sign By-Law of the Town of 


Sharon, Massachusetts as follows: 
Amend Section 3.1 
Amend “3.1 Sign Committee” by adding the following at the end: 





a) | The Sign Committee shall act on applications and appeals for all 
signs except as set forth in paragraphs b and c below. 


b) The Planning Board shall act as the Sign Committee for all signs for 
a facility within Business Districts A and C and for off-premises 
signs pertaining to a facility in Business Districts A and C in lieu of 
the Sign Committee created under this Section 3.1 and references to 
the Sign Committee are deemed to reference the Planning Board. 
All applications for sign approvals for a facility within and for off 
premises signs pertaining to a facility in Business Districts A and C 
shall be submitted to the Sign Committee created under this Section 
3.1 in addition to the Planning Board, and the Sign Committee shall 
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be given an opportunity by the Planning Board to provide its 
comments on each such application. 


Cc) The Board of Appeals shall act as the Sign Committee for all signs 
for a facility within Business District D and for off-premises signs 
pertaining to a facility in Business District D in lieu of the Sign 
Committee created under this Section 3.1 and references to the Sign 
Committee are deemed to reference the Board of Appeals. All 
applications for sign approvals for a facility within and for off 
premises signs pertaining to a facility in Business District D shall be 
submitted to the Sign Committee created under this Section 3.1 in 
addition to the Board of Appeals, and the Sign Committee shall be 
given an opportunity by the Board of Appeals to provide its 
comments on each such application. 


Amend the Section entitled “Signs in the Business A or Business C Districts” 
Amend the Section entitled “Signs in the Business A or Business C Districts” by 
deleting at the beginning thereof the first two sentences thereof as follows: 


Delete “For all signs located or proposed to be located in either the Business A or 
Business C zoning districts, the Planning Board shall act as the Sign Committee 
in lieu of the Sign Committee created under Section 3.1. All references in this 
Article 12 to the Sign Committee shall for such signs be deemed to be the 
Planning Board.” 


Amend Section 4.3 
Amend “4.3 Off-Premises Signs” by deleting Section 4.3 in its entirety and 
replacing it with the following: 


4.3 Off-Premises Signs. 


4.3.1 Only signs pertaining exclusively to the premises on which they 
are located or to products, accommodations, services, or 
activities on the premises shall be allowed, except as provided in 
Sections 4.3.2 and 4.3.3. 


4.3.2 Permanent off-premises directional signs, designating the route 
to an establishment not on the street to which the sign is 
oriented, may be erected and maintained within the public right- 
of-way at any intersection if authorized by the Selectmen, or on 
private property if authorized following design review and 
hearing by the Sign Committee subject to the following: 


a) Such signs shall be permitted only upon the authorizing agency's 
determination that the sign will promote the public interest, will not 
endanger the public safety, and will be of such size, location, and 
design as will not be detrimental to the neighborhood. 
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4.3.3 


b) 


C) 


a) 


b) 


C) 


d) 


At locations where directions to more than one establishment are to 
be provided, all such directional information shall be incorporated into 
a single structure. 


All such directional signs shall be unlighted and the maximum Sign 
Area shall be limited to four (4) square feet, except that the maximum 
Sign Area shall be limited to nine (9) square feet for directional signs 
that serve a facility in Business District D and are located at the 
intersection of South Main Street and Old Post Road, at the 
intersection of South Main Street and the I-95 ramps, and on the 
segment of Old Post Road between South Main Street and a point 
thirty six hundred (3,600) feet north thereof. 


Permanent off-premises freestanding signs pertaining to 
facilities located in Business District D and to the businesses, 
products, accommodations, and services provided in said 
facilities are allowed within Residential Districts only if located 
in the northwest quadrant abutting the intersection of South 
Main Street and Old Post Road and within 160 feet of the 
intersection of the centerlines of South Main Street and Old Post 
Road, if authorized following design review and hearing by the 
Sign Committee subject to the following: 


Each lot in Business District D 1s limited to one off-premises 
entrance sign and one off-premises pylon sign. 


Off-premises entrance signs shall be monument signs having a 
maximum height of ten (10) feet above the adjoining ground plane and 
a maximum Sign Area of one hundred fifty (150) square feet. Off- 
premises pylon signs shall have a maximum height of thirty (30) feet 
above the adjoining ground plane and a maximum Sign Area of three 
hundred fifty (350) square feet. 


The provisions of Section 4.2.1 shall not apply to off-premises 
monument entrance signs. Off-premises monument entrance signs 
shall be externally illuminated by a steady, stationary light shielded 
and directed solely at the sign face. No illumination shall be permitted 
which casts glare onto any residential structure or onto any portion of a 
way so as to create a traffic hazard, or which results in average face 
brightness exceeding 60 foot-lamberts. 


The provisions of Section 4.2.1 shall not apply to off-premises pylon 
signs. Off-premises pylon signs shall only be illuminated by one of the 
following lighting methods: (i) external illumination that is shielded 
and directed solely at the sign face; (ii) halo illumination; and (iii) push 
through illuminated letters on an opaque sign panel. All such 
illumination shall use a steady, stationary light. No illumination shall 
be permitted which casts glare onto any residential structure or onto 
any portion of a way so as to create a traffic hazard, or which results in 
average face brightness exceeding 60 foot-lamberts. Between the 
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hours of 12:00 midnight and 6:00 am, illumination shall be directed at, 
around or through only the names of the stores that are open for 
business during that time, and if any store is open, the name of the 
lifestyle shopping center. 


e) | Off-premises signs shall not be located within 5 feet of any property 
line, within 100 feet of any residence, or within the minimum sight 
distance triangle required to provide intersection sight distance at 
intersections in accordance with American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) requirements. 


Amend Section 5.4.1 

Amend “5.4.1 Permanent Wall Signs” by deleting the last sentence of subsection 
“‘b. Area” which was last amended at the Special Town Meeting on March 12, 
2007 as follows: 

Delete “The foregoing sentence notwithstanding, the maximum area of each wall 
sign in the zoning district “Business District D” shall be one hundred fifty (150) 
square feet.” 


Amend Section 5.4.2 

Amend “5.4.2 Permanent Projecting or Free Standing Signs” by deleting the last 
subsection “d” which was last amended at the Special Town Meeting on March 
12, 2007 as follows: 

Delete “(d). The foregoing provisions of Section 5.4.2 notwithstanding, each 
permanent projecting or freestanding sign located in the zoning district “Business 
District D” may have an area equal to eighty (80) square feet for every fifty 
thousand (50,000) square feet of floor area located within the project which said 
sign identifies, and may also have a height equal to the maximum height 
permitted for buildings located in said zoning district “Business District D.” 


Insert a New Section 5.5 


Insert a new Section “5.5 Additional Permitted Signs in Business District D” and 
renumber the current Section 5.5 as Section 5.6 as follows: 


5.5 Additional Permitted Signs in Business District D. The following signs are 
permitted in Business District D, provided that all such signs shall comply with 
the objectives and design standards for Business District D under the Zoning By- 
Laws, including Sections 2327 and 2328 thereof. 


Sil Permanent Wall Signs. Signs (other than temporary signs) attached 
flat against a building or visible through its windows are permitted as follows: 


a. Primary Wall Signs: One primary wall sign containing a business name 
is permitted per occupant per facade where wall signs are permitted; 
provided, however, that the largest anchor store shall be permitted to 
have multiple primary wall signs on a single facade, but only in the 
event that the Board of Appeals acting as the Sign Committee 
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2.0.2 


determines that the signage is consistent with the design standards for 
Business District D after taking into account the total amount of 
signage for the store. 


b. Accessory Wall Signs: Accessory wall signs are permitted where wall 
signs are permitted for stores with a floor area of 10,000 square feet or 
greater that identify types of products and services, but not brand 
names or businesses, associated with the particular occupant using 
such accessory wall signs. 


c. Facades: Primary and accessory wall signs are limited to a maximum of 
three (3) facades for each building; provided, however, that the largest 
anchor store shall be permitted to have a wall sign on the fourth fagade 
but only in the event that the Board of Appeals acting as the Sign 
Committee determines that the signage is consistent with the design 
standards for Business District D after taking into account the total 
amount of signage for the store. 
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d.Location: Wall signs may not extend above or beyond the end of the 
wall or roof to which it is attached and not projecting perpendicularly 
for more than (6) six inches. 


e. Cumulative Area: maximum area encompassed by all wall signs shall be 
determined in accordance with the provisions of Section 5.5.7. 


f. Sign Area: The primary wall sign for each occupant shall be limited to a 
Sign Area of forty (40) square feet, except as set forth in paragraph g 
below. Accessory wall signs may be no more than forty (40) square 
feet in Sign Area, except that stores greater than forty thousand 
(40,000) square feet may have accessory wall signs up to sixty (60) 
square feet in Sign Area. 


g.Other Sign Areas: The primary wall sign for the occupant of a premises 
whose floor area exceeds one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet 
shall be limited to a Sign Area of one thousand (1,000) square feet if 
mounted on a building facade facing and set back less than one 
hundred fifty (150) feet from the sideline of Route I-95 and shall be 
limited to a Sign Area of four hundred (400) square feet if mounted on 
any other building facade; the primary wall sign for the occupant of a 
premises whose floor area exceeds forty thousand (40,000) square feet 
but does not exceed one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet shall 
be limited to a Sign Area of three hundred (300) square feet; and the 
primary wall sign for the occupant of a premises whose floor area 
exceeds ten thousand (10,000) square feet but does not exceed forty 
thousand (40,000) square feet shall be limited to a Sign Area of one 
hundred fifty(150) square feet. 


Permanent Free-Standing Signs. Signs are permitted as follows: 


a. Number: one free-standing pylon sign per lot and one (1) free- 
standing monument sign at each driveway on abutting streets. 
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b. Sign Area: free-standing pylon sign limited to a maximum of seven 
hundred twenty(720) square feet and each free-standing monument 
sign limited to a maximum of one hundred fifty (150) square feet. 


if Height: free-standing pylon sign limited to a maximum height of 
sixty (60) feet above the adjoining ground plane and free-standing 
monument signs limited to a maximum height of fourteen (14) feet 
above the adjoining ground plane. 


3 Permanent Projecting Signs. Projecting blade signs are permitted as 
follows: 
a. Number: one per occupant. 
b. Location: perpendicular to and not projecting above the facade to 
which it is attached. 
e Sign Area: the individual sign for each occupant shall be limited to 
fifteen (15) square feet. 
5.5.4 Permanent Directional Signs. Way-Finding or directional signs are 


permitted as follows: 
a. Number: one per two acres of lot area. 


b. Sign Area: limited to twelve (12) square feet. 


ape )-S Temporary Signs. Temporary signs, in addition to signs allowed 
under Section 5.5.1, are permitted as of right if such sign is unlighted, located on 
the inside of a window and occupies no more than 30% of the area of each 
window. Requires no sign permit. 


5.5.6 Awning Signs. All stores may place the store name on awnings 
provided that the store name on any awning shall not exceed twenty (20) square 
feet. 


ayy! Sign Area. the total signage permitted for all permanent signs, 
including all primary wall signs, accessory wall signs and awning signs, on any 
facade shall not exceed 15% of that overall facade area. 


yrG Signs Facing South Walpole Street. Wall signs on building facades 
facing and setback less than 200 feet from South Walpole Street are prohibited. 


MOTION: — To call the question. CARRIED. 2/3 VOTED DECLARED 
BY MODERATOR. 


VOTED: That the Town Amend Article 12, the Sign By-Law of the Town 
of Sharon, Massachusetts by amending Sections 3.1, the Section entitled “Signs 
in the Business A or Business C Districts”, Section 4.3, Sections 5.4.1 and 5.4.2, 
and inserting a new Section 5.5 exactly as printed in a handout attached hereto 
and entitled “FINAL COPY OF ARTICLE 7 INCORPORATING ALL 
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REVISIONS FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF THE SPECIAL TOWN 
MEETING WARRANT, BOARD OF SELECTMEN.” 


To see if the Town will Vote to Amend Article ]2 Sign By-Law of the Town of 


Sharon, Massachusetts as follows: 
Amend Section 3.1 
Amend “3.1 Sign Committee” by adding the following at the end: 





a) The Sign Committee shall act on applications and appeals for all 
signs except as set forth in paragraphs b and c below. 


b) The Planning Board shall act as the Sign Committee for all signs for 
a facility within Business Districts A and C and for off-premises 
signs pertaining to a facility in Business Districts A and C in lieu of 
the Sign Committee created under this Section 3.1 and references to 
the Sign Committee are deemed to reference the Planning Board. 
All applications for sign approvals for a facility within and for off 
premises signs pertaining to a facility in Business Districts A and C 
shall be submitted to the Sign Committee created under this Section 
3.1 in addition to the Planning Board, and the Sign Committee shall 
be given an opportunity by the Planning Board to provide its 
comments on each such application. 


c) The Board of Appeals shall act as the Sign Committee for all signs 
for a facility within Business District D and for off-premises signs 
pertaining to a facility in Business District D in lieu of the Sign 
Committee created under this Section 3.1 and references to the Sign 
Committee are deemed to reference the Board of Appeals. All 
applications for sign approvals for a facility within and for off 
premises signs pertaining to a facility in Business District D shall be 
submitted to the Sign Committee created under this Section 3.1 in 
addition to the Board of Appeals, and the Sign Committee shall be 
given an opportunity by the Board of Appeals to provide its 
comments on each such application. 


Amend the Section entitled “Signs in the Business A or Business C Districts” 


Amend the Section entitled “Signs in the Business A or Business C Districts” by 
deleting at the beginning thereof the first two sentences thereof as follows: 


Delete “For all signs located or proposed to be located in either the Business A or 
Business C zoning districts, the Planning Board shall act as the Sign Committee 
in lieu of the Sign Committee created under Section 3.1. All references in this 
Article 12 to the Sign Committee shall for such signs be deemed to be the 
Planning Board.” 


Amend Section 4.3 
Amend “4.3 Off-Premises Signs” by deleting Section 4.3 in its entirety and 
replacing it with the following: 


4.3 Off-Premises Signs. 
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4.3.1 Only signs pertaining exclusively to the premises on which they are located 
or to products, accommodations, services, or activities on the premises shall be 
allowed, except as provided in Sections 4.3.2 and 4.3.3. 


4.3.2 Permanent off-premises directional signs, designating the route to an 
establishment not on the street to which the sign is oriented, may be erected and 
maintained within the public right-of-way at any intersection if authorized by the 
Selectmen, or on private property if authorized following design review and 
hearing by the Sign Committee subject to the following: 


a) Such signs shall be permitted only upon the authorizing agency's 
determination that the sign will promote the public interest, will not 
endanger the public safety, and will be of such size, location, and 
design as will not be detrimental to the neighborhood. 


b) At locations where directions to more than one establishment are to 
be provided, all such directional information shall be incorporated 
into a single structure. 


c) All such directional signs shall be unlighted and the maximum Sign 
Area shall be limited to four (4) square feet, except that the 
maximum Sign Area shall be limited to nine (9) square feet for 
directional signs that serve a facility in Business District D and are 
located at the intersection of South Main Street and Old Post Road, 
at the intersection of South Main Street and the I-95 ramps, and on 
the segment of Old Post Road between South Main Street and a 
point thirty six hundred (3,600) feet north thereof. 


4.3.3 Permanent off-premises freestanding signs pertaining to facilities located in 
Business District D and to the businesses, products, accommodations, and 
services provided in said facilities are allowed within Residential Districts only if 
located in the northwest quadrant abutting the intersection of South Main Street 
and Old Post Road and within 160 feet of the intersection of the centerlines of 
South Main Street and Old Post Road, if authorized following design review and 
hearing by the Sign Committee subject to the following: 


a) Each lot in Business District D is limited to one off-premises 
entrance sign and one off-premises pylon sign. 


b) Off-premises entrance signs shall be monument signs having a 
maximum height of ten (10) feet above the adjoining ground plane 
and a maximum Sign Area of one hundred fifty (150) square feet. 
Off-premises pylon signs shall have a maximum height of thirty (30) 
feet above the adjoining ground plane and a maximum Sign Area of 
three hundred fifty (350) square feet. 


c) The provisions of Section 4.2.1 shall not apply to off-premises 
monument entrance signs. Off-premises monument entrance signs 
shall be externally illuminated by a steady, stationary light shielded 
and directed solely at the sign face. No illumination shall be 
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permitted which casts glare onto any residential structure or onto any 
portion of a way so as to create a traffic hazard, or which results in 
average face brightness exceeding 60 foot-lamberts. 


d) The provisions of Section 4.2.1 shall not apply to off-premises pylon 
signs. Off-premises pylon signs shall only be illuminated by one of 
the following lighting methods: (i) external illumination that is 
shielded and directed solely at the sign face; (ii) halo illumination; 
and (111) push through illuminated letters on an opaque sign panel. 
All such illumination shall use a steady, stationary light. No 
illumination shall be permitted which casts glare onto any residential 
structure or onto any portion of a way so as to create a traffic hazard, 
or which results in average face brightness exceeding 60 foot- 
lamberts. Between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 6:00 am, 
illumination shall be directed at, around or through only the names of 
the stores that are open for business during that time, and if any store 
is open, the name of the lifestyle shopping center. 


e) Off-premises signs shall not be located within 5 feet of any property 
line, within 100 feet of any residence, or within the minimum sight 
distance triangle required to provide intersection sight distance at 
intersections in accordance with American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) requirements. 


Amend Section 5.4.1 

Amend “5.4.1 Permanent Wall Signs” by deleting the last sentence of subsection 
“‘b. Area” which was last amended at the Special Town Meeting on March 12, 
2007 as follows: 

Delete “The foregoing sentence notwithstanding, the maximum area of each wall 
sign in the zoning district “Business District D” shall be one hundred fifty (150) 
square feet.” 


Amend Section 5.4.2 

Amend “5.4.2 Permanent Projecting or Free Standing Signs” by deleting the last 
subsection “d” which was last amended at the Special Town Meeting on March 
12, 2007 as follows: 

Delete “(d). The foregoing provisions of Section 5.4.2 notwithstanding, each 
permanent projecting or freestanding sign located in the zoning district “Business 
District D” may have an area equal to eighty (80) square feet for every fifty 
thousand (50,000) square feet of floor area located within the project which said 
sign identifies, and may also have a height equal to the maximum height 
permitted for buildings located in said zoning district “Business District D.” 


Insert a New Section 5.5 


Insert a new Section “5.5 Additional Permitted Signs in Business District D” and 
renumber the current Section 5.5 as Section 5.6 as follows: 
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5.5 Additional Permitted Signs in Business District D. The following signs are 
permitted in Business District D, provided that all such signs shall comply with 
the objectives and design standards for Business District D under the Zoning By- 
Laws, including Sections 2327 and 2328 thereof. 


aya 


Permanent Wall Signs. Signs (other than temporary signs) attached 


flat against a building or visible through its windows are permitted as follows: 


a) 


b) 


Cc) 


d) 


e) 


g) 


Primary Wall Signs: One primary wall sign containing a business 
name is permitted per occupant per fagade where wall signs are 
permitted; provided, however, that the largest anchor store shall be 
permitted to have multiple primary wall signs on a single fagade, but 
only in the event that the Board of Appeals acting as the Sign 
Committee determines that the signage is consistent with the design 
standards for Business District D after taking into account the total 
amount of signage for the store. 


Accessory Wall Signs: Accessory wall signs are permitted where 
wall signs are permitted for stores with a floor area of 10,000 square 
feet or greater that identify types of products and services, but not 
brand names or businesses, associated with the particular occupant 
using such accessory wall signs. 


Facades: Primary and accessory wall signs are limited to a 
maximum of three (3) facades for each building; provided, however, 
that the largest anchor store shall be permitted to have a wall sign on 
the fourth facade, but only in the event that the Board of Appeals 
acting as the Sign Committee determines that the signage is 
consistent with the design standards for Business District D after 
taking into account the total amount of signage for the store. 


Location: Wall signs may not extend above or beyond the end of the 
wall or roof to which it is attached and not projecting 
perpendicularly for more than (6) six inches. 


Cumulative Area: maximum area encompassed by all wall signs 
shall be determined in accordance with the provisions of Section 
335d 


Sign Area: The primary wall sign for each occupant shall be limited 
to a Sign Area of forty (40) square feet, except as set forth in 
paragraph g below. Accessory wall signs may be no more than forty 
(40) square feet in Sign Area, except that stores greater than forty 
thousand (40,000) square feet may have accessory wall signs up to 
sixty (60) square feet in Sign Area. 


Other Sign Areas: The primary wall sign for the occupant of a 
premises whose floor area exceeds one hundred thousand (100,000) 
square feet shall be limited to a Sign Area of one thousand (1,000) 
square feet if mounted on a building facade facing and set back less 
than one hundred fifty (150) feet from the sideline of Route I-95 and 
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shall be limited to a Sign Area of four hundred (400) square feet if 
mounted on any other building facade; the primary wall sign for the 
occupant of a premises whose floor area exceeds forty thousand 
(40,000) square feet but does not exceed one hundred thousand 
(100,000) square feet shall be limited to a Sign Area of three 
hundred (300) square feet; and the primary wall sign for the 
occupant of a premises whose floor area exceeds ten thousand 
(10,000) square feet but does not exceed forty thousand (40,000) 
square feet shall be limited to a Sign Area of one hundred fifty(150) 
square feet. 


aye Permanent Free-Standing Signs. Signs are permitted as follows: 


a) Number: one free-standing pylon sign per lot and one (1) free- 
standing monument sign at each driveway on abutting streets. 


b) Sign Area: free-standing pylon sign limited to a maximum of seven 
hundred twenty(720) square feet and each free-standing monument 
sign limited to a maximum of one hundred fifty (150) square feet. 


c) Height: free-standing pylon sign limited to a maximum height of 
sixty (60) feet above the adjoining ground plane and free-standing 
monument signs limited to a maximum height of fourteen (14) feet 
above the adjoining ground plane. 


Spe hs) Permanent Projecting Signs. Projecting blade signs are permitted as 
follows: 
a) Number: one per occupant. 


b) Location: perpendicular to and not projecting above the facade to 
which it is attached. 


c) Sign Area: the individual sign for each occupant shall be limited to 
fifteen (15) square feet. 


5.5.4 Permanent Directional Signs. Way-Finding or directional signs are 
permitted as follows: 


a) Number: one per two acres of lot area. 

b) Sign Area: limited to twelve (12) square feet. 
5.5.5 Temporary Signs. Temporary signs, in addition to signs allowed 
under Section 5.5.1, are permitted as of right if such sign is unlighted, located on 


the inside of a window and occupies no more than 30% of the area of each 
window. Requires no sign permit. 


5.5.6 Awning Signs. All stores may place the store name on awnings 
provided that the store name on any awning shall not exceed twenty (20) square 
feet. 
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3 57/ Sign Area. the total signage permitted for all permanent signs, 
including all primary wall signs, accessory wall signs and awning signs, on any 
facade shall not exceed 15% of that overall fagade area. 


Dye ets Signs Facing South Walpole Street. Wall signs on building facades 
facing and setback less than 200 feet from South Walpole Street are prohibited. 


ARTICLE 8. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town Amend Section 2311 “Permitted 
Residential Uses” of the Zoning By-Law of the Town of Sharon, Massachusetts 
exactly as printed in a handout attached hereto and entitled “FINAL COPY OF 
ARTICLE 8 INCORPORATING ALL REVISIONS FOLLOWING 
PUBLICATION OF THE SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT, BOARD 
OF SELECTMEN.” 


To see if the Town will Vote to Amend the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Sharon, 
Massachusetts dated June 2005 as last amended in May 2007 as follows: 


Amend Section 2311 

Amend “2311. Permitted Residential Uses.” by inserting a new paragraph “b” 
after “a. Residence for a Single Family” and by redesignating paragraph “b” as 
paragraph “c” as follows: 

b. “Permanent off-premises freestanding signs” in accordance with 
Article 12 Sign By-Law pertaining to facilities located in Business District D but 
only if located in the northwest quadrant abutting the intersection of South Main 
Street and Old Post Road and within 160 feet of the intersection of the centerlines 
of South Main Street and Old Post Road. 


ARTICLE 9. 


VOTED: That the Town Amend the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of Sharon, 
Massachusetts dated June 2005 as last amended in May 2007 by amending 


Sections 2325, 2326, 2328, and 6329 exactly as printed on pages 44 — 46 of the 
Warrant for this Special Town Meeting except for deletion of the words, 
appearing on page 46, “or take any other action related thereto.” 


Amend Section 2325 
Amend “2325. Permitted Accessory Uses.” by deleting the fourth paragraph 
“Drive-in services serving the customer while seated in a car, except for drive-in 


bank teller windows as authorized above” and replace it with the following: 


Drive-through services serving the customer while seated in a car, except for 
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drive-through services for banks and pharmacies within Business District D and 
except for drive-through services authorized by Special Permit in 2326 below. 


Amend Section 2326 


Amend "2326. Uses and Accessory Uses Allowed on Special Permit from the 
Board of Appeals." by deleting the sixth paragraph thereof "Drive-in windows for 
banks" and replacing it with a new paragraph as follows: 


Drive-through services serving the customer while seated in a car for 
establishments principally serving coffee, other beverages, breakfast food, and 
pastries within Business District D and for banks within Business Districts A, B, 
and C. 


Amend Section 2328 


Amend "2328. Business District D Design Requirements." by inserting a new 
paragraph after the tenth paragraph thereof which ends with the phrase "and 
seventy-five (75) feet from residential lot lines" as follows: 


“Drive-through facilities serving customers while seated in a car shall be laid out 
in areas fully separated from any street, access drive, or parking aisle by raised 
islands with vertical faced granite curb. Separate drive-through facilities shall be 
as long as practicable and as a minimum shall provide sufficient length to 
accommodate the 95™" percentile queue without extending into any access drive or 
parking aisle. A bypass capability shall be provided throughout the entire length 
of the drive-through facility and all segments of the facility shall have a minimum 
pavement width of 20 feet. Drive-through facilities shall be designed in a manner 
that promotes good overall site circulation, access, and safety. Site layout shall 
preclude pedestrian access to the building through the drive-through facility and 
shall minimize conflicts between pedestrians and vehicles entering or exiting the 
drive-through facility. Proper signage and pavement markings shall be provided. 
Drive-through facilities shall be properly lighted and screened and shall minimize 
headlight glare on other portions of the site. Loudspeaker sound levels shall not 
exceed normal conversational sound levels. Where appropriate for the service 
provided, separate parking spaces not included in the overall parking count shall 
be provided to accommodate special orders and delays.” 


Amend Section 6329 


Amend "6329. Additional Criteria for Business District D” by inserting a new 
paragraph “|” after paragraph “k” thereof as follows: 


ae The extent to which drive-through facilities conform to the design 
requirements of 2328.” 


169 


2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 


VOTED: That this meeting adjourn at 11:00 P.M. and reconvene on Tuesday, 
November 6, 2007 at 7:00 P.M. in the Arthur E. Collins Auditorium. 


THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 11:00 P.M. 


Attendance: 900 


SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
NOVEMBER 5, 2007 
The Special Town Meeting of November 5, 2007 was adjourned at 11:00 P.M. to 
reconvene at the Sharon High School, Arthur E. Collins Auditorium on Pond 
Street on Tuesday, November 6, 2007 then and there to act on all unfinished 
business in the Special Town Meeting Warrant of 2007. 
Attest: 


Marlene B. Chused 
Sharon Town Clerk 


NOVEMBER 6, 2007 
This is to certify that I have posted a copy of the above notice in accordance with 


Town By-Laws. 


JOSEPH S. BERNSTEIN, CONSTABLE 
SHARON, MASSACHUSETTS 
ADJOURNED SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 


NOVEMBER 6, 2007 


ARTICLE 11. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town raise and appropriate $132,900 for 
extraordinary repairs to stabilize or otherwise improve facilities and/or structures 
located on the former Horizons for Youth property and to meet this appropriation 
the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized 

to borrow $132,900 under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 7. 
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ARTICLE 10. 


MOVED: That action under Article 10 be indefinitely postponed. NOT 
CARRIED. 


VOTED: That the Town authorize a revolving fund known as the Former 
Horizons for Youth Property Revolving Fund in accordance with the provisions 
of General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53E 1/2. 


The purpose of this fund is to provide for maintenance and improvements to 
facilities and property and general support for programs occurring on said 


property. 


Receipts to be deposited into this fund shall be monies collected from users of the 
former Horizons for Youth property and facilities and programs occurring 
thereon. The Board of Selectmen shall be authorized to expend from this fund. 
Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2009 shall not exceed $100,000.00 


ARTICLE 12. 


VOTED: That the Town amend Section 2412 of the Zoning By-Laws of the 
Town of Sharon, Massachusetts, dated June 2005 as last amended on May 7, 
2007 by amending Section 2412, entitled Lot Width and Frontage, exactly as 
printed on pages 48 — 49 of the Warrant for this Special Town Meeting except for 
deletion of the words, appearing on page 49, “or take any other action relative 
thereto.” 


That the Town vote to amend Section 2412 of the Zoning By-Laws, entitled Lot 
Width and Frontage, to include new provisions regarding irregularly shaped and 
oddly configured lots, by amending the title to read “Lot Shape, Width and 
Frontage,” by adding a new paragraph entitled “Purpose,” adding new language 
to the existing first and fourth paragraphs, and adding new paragraphs (d) (e) and 
(g) and giving each paragraph letter designations, as follows. The existing second 
and third paragraphs will not be changed, except to give them letter designations 
(b) and (c): 


2412. Lot Shape, Width and Frontage 


Purpose: It shall be the purpose of these regulations to prevent the subdivision of 
properties into irregularly shaped lots which undermine the intent of the Zoning 
By-Laws, as well as to prevent the creation of lots which are so distorted in 
configuration as to be detrimental to public health, safety, welfare, convenient 
and harmonious development and use of the land, or future clarity of ownership 
and identification of property lines. 


171 


(a) Lot width shall be measured at the required minimum street setback lines. Lot 
width shall be measured in a straight line between the intersection of the street 
setback line and the side lot lines. On corner lots, the lot width shall be measured 
from the side lot line to the intersecting street property line. 


(b) Each lot shall have frontage on a Street or Way, such frontage shall measure 
not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the required minimum lot width. Each lot shall 
have its primary means of access onto said Street or Way. The principal means of 
access for residential lots shall be through said frontage. 


(c) The minimum distance between lot side lines from the frontage to the front of 
the primary structure on the lot shall be fifty (50') feet. 


(d) For any lot created or altered in shape after the effective 

date of this regulation, any portion of the lot that is narrower than one-half (2) of 
the required minimum lot width, or less than sixty (60) feet, whichever is lower, 
as measured in any direction, shall not be counted toward the required lot area; 
furthermore, in the event that such narrow portion of the lot connects separate 
wider portions of a lot in a dumbbell configuration, the smaller of the connected 
sections shall also be excluded. 


(e) For any lot created or altered in shape after the effective date of this 
regulation, each lot shall be adequate in shape to entirely contain a horizontal 
circle with a minimum diameter equal to the required lot frontage, within which 
circle there shall be a potential building site outside of the minimum setback from 
wetlands. 


(f) In any residential district, the minimum frontage and the minimum lot width 
may be reduced to twenty-five (25') feet, and the requirement in subsection 
2412(d) may be waived, provided that the lot conforms to each of the following: 


(g) Any lot created before adoption of this Zoning By-Law amendment and 
conforming to then applicable requirements shall be considered a conforming lot 
for purposes of this By-Law. This regulation shall not apply, furthermore, to any 
lot created or altered in shape after the effective date of this regulation, when the 
irregularity of the lot is created by a taking by eminent domain or if a portion of 
the lot is conveyed for a public purpose, for which the land could have been 
taken. 


2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 
ARTICLE 13. 
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That action under Article 13 be indefinitely 


postponed. (This article would amend the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of 
Sharon.) 
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ARTICLE 14. 


VOTED: That the Town pursuant to Article 34A of its General By-Laws name 
the ballroom in the Town of Sharon Community Center “The David I. Clifton 
Ballroom.” 2/3 VOTED DECLARED BY MODERATOR. 


The Moderator stated that he is a partner in a law firm representing one of the 
owners of property involved in Article 15 of this Special Town Meeting. 
Therefore, he recused himself from this article and had Paul Pietal serve as 
Moderator. 


ARTICLE 15. 
MOTION: _ That action under Article 15 be indefinitely postponed. 


MOTION: — To call the question. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR. 


MOTION: — That action under Article 15 be indefinitely postponed. 
NOT CARRIED. 


MOTION: _ That the Town accept the provisions of chapter 43D of the 
Massachusetts General Laws as amended pursuant to Section 11 of chapter 205 of 
the acts of 2006, and to approve the filing of an application with the Interagency 
Permitting Board for the designation of land shown on the table, printed on pages 
63 — 65 of the Warrant for the Special Town Meeting, entitled “Article 15 Exhibit 
A,” as a Priority Development Site. 


MOTION:  Tocall the question. CARRIED. 2/3 VOTE DECLARED BY 
MODERATOR. 


VOTED: That the Town accept the provisions of chapter 43D of the 
Massachusetts General Laws as amended pursuant to Section 11 of chapter 205 of 
the acts of 2006, and to approve the filing of an application with the Interagency 
Permitting Board for the designation of land shown on the table, printed on pages 
63 — 65 of the Warrant for the Special Town Meeting, entitled “Article 15 Exhibit 
A,” as a Priority Development Site. 

A STANDING VOTE. VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE 75. VOTES IN 
THE NEGATIVE 26. 
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ARTICLE 16. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
accept the full apportionment of the funds authorized under Chapter 291D of the 
Acts of 2004, pursuant to Section 34(2)(a) of Chapter 90 of the Massachusetts 
General Laws, and to appropriate $449,850 as available funds for highway 
construction, as detailed by the Massachusetts Highway Department. 


ARTICLE 17. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town authorize the Conservation 
Commission and/or the Board of Selectmen to grant an easement or easements to 
Jason H. Kessel and Janet L. Kessel, or their assignee(s), owners of registered 
land, shown as Lot 24A on a plan dated September 13, 1941, recorded in the 
Land Court as Plan No. 1191X, filed with Cert. 26919 in Book 135, page 119, as 
may be necessary for the purposes of (1) maintaining and repairing the existing 
septic system and (2) allowing access and egress over the existing driveway by 
foot and vehicular traffic, both of which are currently located upon adjacent land 
owned by the Conservation Commission and/or the Town of Sharon, as shown as 
Lot 25 on a plan dated September 13, 1941, recorded in the Land Court as Plan 
No. 1191X, filed with Cert. 26919 in Book 135, 119. And to authorize the 
Conservation Commission and/or the Board of Selectmen to enter into such 
agreements, execute such documents and take such other actions as may be 
necessary to accomplish the foregoing. 


ARTICLE 18. 


MOTION: _ That the Town vote to abandon the easements granted by deed of 
Robert Stein to the town in a Conveyance of Easements and Utilities, dated 
March 20, 1981, recorded with the Norfolk Registry of Deeds in Book 5933, Page 
123, and the Water and Access Easement and the Drain Easement being shown 
on two plans of land recorded with the Norfolk Registry of Deeds as Plan No. 948 
of 1981 in Plan Book 292 and Plan No. 135 of 1986 in Plan Book 332. It has 
been determined these easements are no longer needed by the Town for said 
purposes and should be abandoned. 


And further, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into such agreements, 
take all actions necessary thereto and execute such documents as may be 


necessary to accomplish the foregoing. 


MOTION: — To amend Article 18 by adding the following underlined 
language: 
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That the Town vote to authorize the Selectmen to abandon the easements granted 
by deed of Robert Stein to the town in a Conveyance of Easements and Utilities, 
dated March 20, 1981, recorded with the Norfolk Registry of Deeds in Book 
5933, Page 123, and the Water and Access Easement and the Drain Easement 
being shown on two plans of land recorded with the Norfolk Registry of Deeds as 
Plan No. 948 of 1981 in Plan Book 292 and Plan No. 135 of 1986 in Plan Book 
332. It has been determined these easements are no longer needed by the Town 
for said purposes and should be abandoned. 


And further, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into such agreements, 


take all actions necessary thereto, obtain such consideration, if any, for such 


abandonments as the Board of Selectmen deem appropriate and execute such 
documents on such terms and conditions as the Board of Selectmen deem 


appropriate and as may be necessary to accomplish the foregoing. 


The Moderator assumed there was unanimous consent that Jon Shocket, a 
resident non-voter be allowed to speak. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town vote to authorize the Selectmen to 
abandon the easements granted by deed of Robert Stein to the town in a 
Conveyance of Easements and Utilities, dated March 20, 1981, recorded with the 
Norfolk Registry of Deeds in Book 5933, Page 123, and the Water and Access 
Easement and the Drain Easement being shown on two plans of land recorded 
with the Norfolk Registry of Deeds as Plan No. 948 of 1981 in Plan Book 292 
and Plan No. 135 of 1986 in Plan Book 332. It has been determined these 
easements are no longer needed by the Town for said purposes and should be 
abandoned. 


And further, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into such agreements, 


take all actions necessary thereto, obtain such consideration, if any, for such 


abandonments as the Board of Selectmen deem appropriate and execute such 
documents on such terms and conditions as the Board of Selectmen deem 


appropriate and as may be necessary to accomplish the foregoing. 


ARTICLE 19. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town appropriate and transfer $234,000 
of the Town’s expected fiscal year 2008 Community Preservation Fund revenues, 
to permit the Community Preservation Committee to expend funds as it deems 
necessary for the purpose of acquiring 154A Billings Street, for the purposes of 
land preservation and passive recreation, as authorized under Article 13 of the 
May 7, 2007 Annual Town Meeting, thereby reducing the 

amount of the authorized borrowing by such amount transferred. 
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ARTICLE 20. 


VOTED: That the Town appropriate and transfer $117,000 from the Town’s 
portion of the expected fiscal year 2008 Community Preservation Fund revenues, 
to permit the Community Preservation Committee to expend funds as it deems 
necessary for the purchase of 9 Glenview Road, for Affordable Housing 
Purposes, as authorized under Article 13 of the May 7, 2007 Annual Town 
Meeting, thereby reducing the amount of the authorized borrowing by such 
amount transferred. 


ARTICLE 21. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That action under Article 21 be indefinitely 
postponed. (This article dealt with appropriating funds from the Community 
Preservation Fund for the Community Preservation Committee operating 
expenses, etc.) 


ARTICLE 22. 


VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town appropriate and transfer the sum of 
$225,000 from the Community Preservation Fund for the purpose of acquiring the 
so-called Horizons land, authorized under Article 2 of the November 13, 2006 
Special Town Meeting, thereby reducing the amount of the authorized borrowing 
by such amount transferred. 


ARTICLE 23. 


VOTED: That the Town authorize a revolving fund known as the 9 
Glenview Road Revolving Fund in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L.A. 
ch. 44, S 53E 1/2. 


The purpose of this fund is to provide and pay for the maintenance and repair of 
the 9 Glenview Road property during the time the Town is the record owner of 
said property and other affordable housing purposes. Receipts to be deposited 
into this fund shall be solely the monies collected from the rental of the 9 
Glenview Road property. The Board of Selectmen shall be authorized to 
administer and expend from this fund or transfer money from this fund to the 
Sharon Housing Partnership, the Sharon Housing Authority, or such other entity 
as determined by the Board of Selectmen, to pay the costs associated with the 
maintenance and repair of the property during the time the Town owns the 
property and other affordable housing purposes. Expenditures in this Fiscal Y ear 
shall not exceed $25,000.00. 


VOTED: That the Special Town Meeting be dissolved at 10:15 P.M. 
Attendance: 124 
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 


Walter “Joe” Roach, Chair 
Richard A. Powell 
William A. Heitin 
Benjamin E. Puritz, Town Administrator 
Roni Thaler, Administrative Secretary 


Linda V. Morse, Part-time Secretary to the Board 


The May election saw William A. Heitin re-elected to the Board of Selectmen for 
a second term. Following the annual election, as is custom, the Board 
reorganized and voted Walter “Joe” Roach, Chair, and Richard A. Powell, Clerk 


of the Board. 


2007 will be noted as a “milestone” year in terms of the Town’s strong support 
with respect to Board of Selectmen initiated proposed zoning changes in an effort 
to shift the tax burden from residential (94%) to commercial (6%) property 
classes and preserving significant open space. 


At the March 2007 Special Town Meeting, with nearly 2,000 
voters in attendance, the Town rezoned 59 acres, abutting Route 
95 and across from the Shaw’s Plaza, for a proposed 496,000 
square foot “Lifestyle Center” to be known as Sharon Commons. 
As the year closed, an Order of Conditions by the Conservation 
Commission and phased site plan approval by the Zoning Board 
of Appeals had been issued. At time of preparation of this report 
the project was being reviewed by the Board of Health. Subject 
to obtaining required Town or state approvals the developer 
plans to commence site preparation development in spring of 
2008. 


At a well-attended Special Town Meeting, within the May 
Annual Town Meeting, the Town voted to approve the creation 
of a “Senior Overlay District” on the 337-acre Rattlesnake Hill 
parcel located between Mountain Street and Bay Road. The 
development, to be known as Sharon Hills, for individuals 62 
years and older, will include 6 eight-story buildings with 624 
units and a 150-bed nursing home. In connection with the 
above, the “Development Agreement”, negotiated by the 
Selectmen, provides for in excess of $10 million in benefits to 
the Town, including long-planned High Pressure Water System 
loop and related water storage/distribution improvements; Fire 
Substation Building; $650,000 for increased Fire and Police 
Departments personnel; and various other mitigation offsets for 
the Public Schools, Recreation, Council on Aging, Board of 
Health, Conservation Commission and for economic 
development planning, all as detailed in said agreement, which 
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may be viewed in its entirety on the Town’s web site 
(townofsharon.net). Additionally, and of high importance, 250 
of the parcel’s 337 acres will be donated and conveyed to the 
Town through the Conservation Commission as “open space”, 
protected effectively in perpetuity, while another 30 acres will 
be “Conservation Restricted” and therefore “not disturbed”. At 
the November 2007 Special Town Meeting, a citizens group 
placed three articles, via petition, on the Warrant seeking to 
reverse or modify the votes taken in May relative to this subject. 
The Town overwhelmingly reaffirmed its previous decisions in 
voting to “indefinitely postpone” (i.e., deny) rescinding the 
spring Town Meeting actions. 


The Economic Development Committee and the Board of 
Selectmen spearheaded the passage of a 43D Priority 
Development Site designation for the Post Office Square 
business district at the fall Special Town Meeting. A 43D 
designation allows the Town to apply for a one-time $100,000 
grant, to support economic development related studies and 
planning services, receive technical assistance for marketing of 
the site, and obtain priority status for receipt of state grants. 


Other revenue-raising developments that moved forward in 2007 included: 


As the year was coming to a close the Selectmen were in final 
negotiations with Beacon/Frontier Communities regarding a 75- 
year ground lease providing 75 affordable housing units on the 
former Wilber School grounds. In accordance with the 
expressed preference of the Town, the facade of the building 
will be preserved through this historic restoration project. 


The country’s largest Lexus dealership, Herb Chambers Lexus, 
opened in July on Route 1, providing additional revenues to the 
Town. For example, in Fiscal Year 2009, the Town’s projected 
revenue from the dealership will exceed $300,000. 


Consistent with Sharon’s desire to value and preserve its natural beauty, the Town 
acquired several parcels of land in 2007: 


At the Special Town Election of January 23, 2007, the Town 
overwhelmingly voted in favor of a debt exclusion override to 
purchase the former Horizons for Youth property consisting of 
46.7 acres on Lakeview Street as well as 10 acres directly 
abutting Lake Massapoag. 
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e <A collaboration of the Community Preservation Committee, 
abutters, and over 100 private and nonprofit donors enabled the 
Town to obtain 10.58 acres between Billings Street and 
Glenview/Glendale Roads as conservation land, and a half-acre 
lot and house that will be used for affordable housing. 


Other notable Town events or activities that occurred in 2007: 


e Early in 2007 the Board of Selectmen reviewed and updated the 
Town’s investment policy including adding a provision for 
periodic review of same. 


e In January, after an extensive search, Marshall Bradstreet was 
appointed by the Selectmen to be the Town’s second Recreation 
Director. Marshall replaces the Town’s long-serving Recreation 
Director, David I. Clifton Jr., who retired at the end of 2006. 


e The planned production component of the Town’s approved 
Housing Production Plan was submitted to and certified by the 
Department of Housing and Community Development. As a 
result of permitting the 156-unit Avalon Bay development, 
located at Route 27 and Edge Hill Road, the Town is not 
required to accept, for a two-year period, any comprehensive 
permit proposals for 40B housing developments. 


e The Annual Town Meeting approved the creation of a 
consolidated Department of Municipal Finance to include the 
Town Accountant, Town Treasurer, Administrative Assessor, 
and Information Technology personnel, to be headed by the 
Director of Municipal Finance, who will also support and assist 
the Finance, Priorities, and Capital Outlay Committees. In 
October, after a comprehensive search, the Selectmen appointed 
William Fowler as the Town’s first Director of Municipal 
Finance. 


e The 34,000 square foot renovation of the Community Center, 
ably managed by the Standing Building Committee, was 
completed in November. The Adult Center, located on the lower 
level of the building, will provide Sharon residents over 55 a 
place to come together and participate in a myriad of activities. 
The Recreation Department offices are situated on the mid and 
upper levels, which will also accommodate extensive 
programming activities as well as offices and meeting space for 
several Departments or Boards, such as the Conservation 
Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Board, and 
Animal Control, formerly based at Town Hall. 


182 


The five-mile Main Street state-funded $10 million traffic safety 
and beautification project was substantially completed by the 
end of 2007 with new asphalt, curbing, and brick-style 
crosswalks installed. Thanks to the generosity of Eastern Bank 
and Dedham Institution for Savings, illuminated “snowflakes” 
will beautify the downtown area for years to come during the 
holiday season. 


In the fall of 2007 the Energy Advisory Committee, which was 
formed in late 2006, benchmarked energy use for all municipal 
buildings, including six water pump stations, and municipal 
vehicle fuel use. Also, the Committee is in the process of 
arranging for free-of-charge energy efficiency audits for 
designated municipal buildings through NSTAR and Bay State 
Gas. 


Community Participation 


To address the growing needs of the community the Board of Selectmen 
established several new committees during 2007: 


The 2006 Annual Town Meeting created the Sharon Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund (SAHTF). During 2007 the Board of 
Selectmen signed the declaration of trust and appointed four 
members to the Trust. The Housing Trust was formed to 
collaborate with other town boards for the benefit of creating or 
preserving affordable housing within our community. During 
2007 the Selectmen held several joint meetings with the SAHTF. 


Following the purchase of the Horizons for Youth Property the 
Selectmen formed the Horizons for Youth Property Reuse 
Committee. The Board interviewed 25 interested individuals 
and appointed 13 to the Committee. In December, the 
Committee requested that the Selectmen declare the Horizons 
for Youth property available for rent. At its final meeting of 
2007, at the recommendation of the Horizons for Youth Reuse 
Committee, the Selectmen voted unanimously to declare the 
Horizons for Youth property available for disposition in 
fulfillment of state procurement regulations relative to intended 
lease of municipal property. 


A five-member Audit Committee was created by the Board of 
Selectmen in November to include | member of the Board of 
Selectmen, | member of the School Committee, 1 member of the 
Finance Committee, and 2 at-large members of the community 
appointed by the Selectmen. As the year closed the Selectmen 
were in the process of advertising for the at-large members. 
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e In follow-through of a Board-established goal, the Selectmen 
created the Sacred Heart Property Reuse Committee. The 
Selectmen have been interviewing members of the community 
interested in serving on the Committee, which is expected to be 
constituted early in 2008. 


It is with particular pride that the Board takes note of the following Sharonites 
serving with distinction on active status with the country’s armed forces and 
wishes them a speedy and safe return to their loved ones and the community: 

Lieutenant Colonel Peter Badoian U.S. Army 

Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Blansfield U.S. Army 

Lieutenant Amanda de Martin U.S. Navy 

Major Francis Doiron U.S. Air Force 

Captain Michael Grahn U.S. Air Force 

Pfc. Erin Louise MclIsaac U.S. Army 

Colonel Gregory Stoute U.S. Army 

Chief Warrant Officer Samantha Taber U.S. Army 

Lance Corporal Thomas VanPelt U.S. Marine Corps 

Major Donald Williams U.S. Army 

Commander William Wooten 


The Board of Selectmen welcomes citizen input and participation, and toward 
that end, citizens are encouraged to contact the Selectmen’s Office or any Board 
member with questions, concerns, or suggestions. Most important, the Board 
wishes to express its gratitude to residents who have generously given their time 
in service to their community in 2007. Their invaluable assistance and support is 
greatly appreciated and relied upon in our collective efforts to best serve the 
Town’s interest. 
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TOWN CLERK 


MARLENE B. CHUSED 
BETH A. KOURAFAS — ASSISTANT TOWN CLERK 
LYNNE M. CALLANAN — SECRETARY 
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TOWN ACCOUNTANT 


Joan Leighton, Town Accountant 
Eileen Generazzo, Assistant Town Accountant 


Patricia MacDougal, Accounting Secretary 
Patricia Walker, Accounting Secretary 


TABLE OF FIXED DEBT 
June 30, 2007 


Outstanding Principal Interest 

*Bank Loan Date Amount Debt Rate Maturity June 30, 2007 Due FY’08 Due FY’08 

B. Municipal Purpose Loan 6,270,000.00 VAR. 7/15/13 1,750,000.00 250,000.00 81,062.50 115 
Jan. 15, 1994 (1499-012) 

B. Municipal Purpose Loan 5,922,000.00 VAR. 2/1/13 1,205,000.00 205,000.00 73,300.00 116 
Feb. 1, 1995 

D. Municipal Purpose Loan 8,870,000.00 VAR. 1/15/18 3,300,000.00 300,000.00 159,005.00 119 
Jan.15,1998 (1449-015) 

E. Municipal Purpose Loan 8,895,000.00 VAR 3/15/18 4,065,000.00 425,000.00 186,540.00 120 
Mar. 15, 1999 

F. Municipal Purpose Loan 3,270,000.00 VAR 3/15/11 600,000.00 170,000.00 30,000.00 121 
Mar. 15, 2000 

G. Septic Loan 200,000.00 0% 8/1/18 130,444.00 10,872.00 0.00 122 
Dec. 9, 1998 

G Septic Loan 200,000.00 0% 8/1/19 151,679.99 10,852.24 0.00 123 
Oct. 6, 1999 

F Municipal Purpose Loan 3,790,000.00 VAR 5/1/10 590,000.00 200,000.00 24,675.00 124 
May 1, 2001 

A Municipal Purpose Loan 13,700,000.00 VAR 5/1/21 6,920,000.00 655,000.00 305,470.00 125 
May 1, 2002 

F Municipal Purpose Loan 13,990,000.00 VAR 3/15/22 9,940,000.00 785,000.00 412,492.50 126 
September 15, 2003 

F Municipal Purpose Loan 1,550,000.00 VAR 11/15/08 620,000.00 310,000.00 = 12,400.00 127 
November 13, 2003 

F Municipal Purpose Loan 3,095,000.00 VAR. 10/15/15 2,055,000.00 470,000.00 61,125.00 128 
October 15, 2004 

F Municipal Purpose Loan 5,375,000.00 VAR. 9/15/26 4,860,000.00 495,000.00 186,585.00 129 
September 14 ,2005 
Municipal Purpose Loan 13,860,000.00 VAR. 2/1/26 13,860,000.00 1,085,000.00 777,548.51 

130 
September 25, 2006 
TOTALS 50,047,123.99 5,371,724.24 2,310,198.51 

*Bank A.=UBS Paine Webber D=Fleet E=BankBoston 

Codes B.=State Street Bank & Trust Co. F=Corby North Bridge Securities 


C.=Fidelity Capitol Markets 


G.=MA Water Pollution Abatement Trust 
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Office of the Collector 
William Fowler, Town Collector 
Elizabeth A. Siemiatkaska, Assistant Collector 
Patricia A. Morrison, Collections Supervisor 
Caryl D. Antonio, Bookkeeper 
Patricia T. Lesco, Bookkeeper 


Office of the Treasurer 
William Fowler, Town Treasurer 
Judith K. Doo, Assistant Treasurer 
Sharon W. Collins, Payroll Supervisor 


Department of Information Technology 
Donald P. Hillegass, Systems Administrator 
Barry R. Zlotin, Technical Support Specialist 


The Office of the Collector is responsible for the collection of all taxes 
and excises assessed by the Board of Assessors, and usage fees assessed by the 
Water Department and School Departments. The Office also properly records and 
accounts for all funds received. On the occasion of a tax delinquency, the Office 
prepares and processes tax takings. 


The Office of the Treasurer receives all Town revenues according to 
departmental turn-in schedules. The Office properly accounts for these receipts to 
the Town Accountant and the investment of these funds. The Office distributes all 
disbursements to Town employees and vendors. The Office processes payroll for 
over 800 employees and administers all employee benefits. The Office is 
responsible for the planning, negotiation, and settlement of all temporary and 
permanent debt. 


The Department of Information Technology maintains the operation of 
all computer hardware and peripherals, and sustains and administers the various 
software programs that support the financial / budgetary, collections, assessed 
valuations, property records, and water usage. It maintains the Town’s Internet 
site and e-mail accounts. The Department creates applications to support other 
activities as needed within the Town. It maintains the telecommunications for the 
Town Hall. 


Temporary Borrowings Issued In FY07: 


None Issued 
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Permanent Debt Issued in FY07: 
Issue Date: October 15, 2006 


Amount Amount Date of Net 
Interest 
Authorized Issued _ Maturity Costs 
Authorized by Town Meeting: 
Conservation Commission 
Land Acquisition $600,000 $600,000  01-Feb-17 $157,985 
Department of Public Works 
Public Ways $350,000 $350,000 O1-Feb-11 $38,722 
Departmental Equipment $146,108 $145,000 O1-Feb-11 $16,104 
$496,108 $495,000 $54,826 
Fire Department 
Personal Protective Gear $37,500 $37,500 01-Feb-11 $4,165 
Brush Truck $58,837 $58,837 O1-Feb-11 $6,535 
$96,337 $96,337 $10,700 
Police Department 
Vehicles $93,000 $93,000 Ol-Feb-11 
$93,000 $93,000 $10,700 
School Committee 
School Remodeling $485,525 $483,668  01-Feb-11 $53,843 
Middle School Roof $1,633,803 $1,133,803 O1-Feb-26 $510,045 
$2,119,328 $1,617,471 $563,888 
Standing Building Committee 
Community Center $9,019,192 $9,019,192 Ol-Feb-26 $4,093,292 
Community Center $1,340,845 $859,000 O1-Feb-26 $388,377 
Wilbur School Abatement $290,000 $290,000 O1-Feb-16 $68,002 
Wilbur School Abatement $750,000 $750,000 _01-Feb-16 $175,868 
$11,400,037 $10,918,192 $4,725,539 
Civil Defense 
Departmental Equipment $30,000 $30,000 O1-Feb-11 $3,332 
Library 
Building Improvements $10,000 $10,000 01-Feb-08 $518 


Total Issue: 


$14,844,810 $13,860,000 Doo27 4) 1 
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BOARD OF ASSESSORS 
Ellen W. Abelson, M.A.A., Chairman 
Paula B. Keefe, M.A.A. 
Richard B. Gorden 


Mark J. Mazur, M.A.A., Administrative Assessor 
Mary A. Hall, Administrative Assistant 
Martha Lurie, Senior Clerk 


ASSESSED VALUE OF TAXABLE PROPERTY Fiscal 2007 Fiscal 2006 
Real Estate 2,956,474,700 2,688,945,500 
Personal Property 42,382,500 39,999,400 
Total 2,998,857,200 2,728,944,900 
REAL ESTATE EXEMPT FROM TAXATION 268,951,000 210,182,300 
FIVE YEAR SUMMARY 

Fiscal Total To be raised Tax CPA 
Year Valuation Appropriation by Taxation Rate Tax 

2003 1,879,110,300 52,734,334.04 36,567,486.43 19.46 

2004 2,395,281,100  55,611,762.63 39,234,704.41 16.38 

2005 * 2567 :220:000* * 98-2542 12°70 39:99 71287598 (PUs56 

2006 2,728,944,900  60,270,520.85 41,234,357.44 15.11 317,290.84 
2007 2,998,857,200  62,025,086.35  42,463,817.95 14.16 335,097.33 


During fiscal 2006, the Board of Assessors held twenty-two meetings. The Board 
granted 1,264 motor vehicle abatements, acted on forty-three applications for 


real estate or personal property abatement and approved the following exemptions 
for fiscal 2006: 


Number Tax Dollars 
Clause Granted Exempted 
17D(Surv.Spouse) 11 $3,150.00 
18(Hardship) 3 9,228.84 
22(Veterans) 88 42,585.10 
22A(Veterans) 3 2,550.00 
22E(Veterans) 10 9,276.47 
37(Blind) 12 8,894.15 
41C(Elderly) 34 38,613.01 
42(Surv.Sp.Police) ft ayer sal 
Paraplegics st 5,450.18 
Totals 163 $125,324.85 
C.P.A. Exemptions 18 589.89 
41A Deferred Taxes 14 54,865.97 
Senior Tax Workoff 65 he Bes fH es We 
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SHARON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


School Committee 
Sam Liao, Chair 
Mitchell Blaustein, Vice Chair 
Glenn Allen, Secretary 
Linda Callan 
Donald Gilligan 
Alison Rutley 


Barbara J. Dunham, Ed. D., Interim Superintendent 
Judy Levin-Charns, Ed.D, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services 


Mission Statement 
The Sharon Public Schools, in partnership with the community, has as its 
mission the responsibility to prepare students to live in a rapidly changing 
society. Together we will provide an environment that maximizes the student's 
academic, artistic, social, emotional, and physical development. This atmosphere 
will encourage each individual to develop the skills and sensitivity for living 
effectively and responsibly. 


During the 2006-2007 school year, the Sharon Public Schools 
successfully advanced the School Committee goals even while operating with a 
reduction in force of 15.7 staff members from the previous school year. An 
override of $934,000 to support the budget for that school year was not passed. 
The budget of $30,089,615 represented an increase of $783,765, or 1.6%, over 
the previous year, making cuts necessary in order to operate. Salaries comprised 
76.5% of the total budget with additional costs consisting of Special Education 
tuitions and contracted services, utilities, supplies, transportation, professional 
development, and maintenance. 

As a result, the schools operated with fewer reading specialists, no 
technology teachers in the K-5 buildings, fewer K-5 coordinators, increased class 
sizes in grades 4 and 5, and the Superintendent of Schools went into semi- 
retirement while the Assistant Superintendent took on more responsibilities for 
central administration. Staffing was at its lowest point in the last five years. 
Foundation Enrollment in the schools was 3,453 compared to 3,492 in the 
previous school year. 

At the High School, with 1,100 students in grades 9-12, a new 
administration was formed with principal, Mr. Jose Libano, and assistant 
principals Bill Fish and Mary Trahan at the helm as the NEASC (New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges) accreditation process kicked into high gear 
with meetings and preparations for the visit of the team, which was completed in 
November 2007. The preliminary report 1s expected in January 2008. 

In the Central Office, Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Claire Jackson, 
worked part-time during the 2006-2007 school year, with Dr. Barbara Dunham 
taking on the role of Associate Superintendent of Schools. 

During the spring of 2007, with the projection of another school year of 
cuts, the Town engaged in joint discussions to create a long-range plan for a 3- 
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year override that would impact the 2007-2008 school year and assist both Town 
and Schools in restoring positions and a sustainable plan for the next 3 years. 
After significant discussion and planning, an override of $2.9 million was sought 
and passed by May 2007. The plan allowed the schools to restore needed 
positions for September and avoid further cuts by using $1.7 million to establish a 
budget of $32,392,665, an increase of $2.1 million over the previous school year. 

Lost positions were restored in K-5 technology, reading specialists, K-5 
coordination, K-5 teachers, Middle School math specialists, high school science 
and math, extracurricular activities, and a foreign language program was added to 
the elementary grades. Going forward, the override is planned to benefit town 
safety staffing (police and fire) in FY09 and the schools in FY 10. The plan over 
time is based on the infusion of some light industry and non-residential projects to 
provide relief for the residential taxpayer. 

Dr. Jackson retired in June 2007, and Dr. Barbara Dunham, long-time 
Sharon Schools’ employee and town resident, took on the role of Interim 
Superintendent of Schools for the 2007-2008 school year. 

During the spring and summer of 2007, the School Committee and 
Interim Superintendent set new goals for the new school year beginning in 
September 2007. For greater detail, please see the Sharon Public Schools' web 


site: www.sharonpublicschools.com . 


Goals included: 

Educational/Instructional Leadership, which provides students with relevant and 
diverse academic learning opportunities that encourage lifelong learning skills 
and support students' artistic, social, emotional, and physical development so that 
they can live effectively and responsibly, take creative risks, strive for excellence, 
and achieve their highest potential. 


The Learning Standards 

Goals include establishing a Chinese foreign language program in grades 
K-5 and a high school exchange program with Tang Nan High School in Xi’an, 
China, complete accreditation of the Early Childhood program, support the 
NEASC accreditation, develop learning standards in World Languages, and begin 
the transition to re-sequence the science curriculum at Sharon High to take the 
form of a physics, chemistry, biology sequence for grades 9-11. 


Full-day Kindergarten 
The fall of 2007 marks the third year of full-day kindergarten offered at 
each elementary school on a tuition basis for interested parents. Tuition was 
reduced to $3,700 for this school year. Except for one section of half-day 
kindergarten in each school, all kindergarten students are in full-day classes. 
Classes with 18 or more students have an aide to assist. 


Assessment goals include assessing achievement and competency in the areas of 
writing, reading, math, and science using existing assessment data. To accomplish 
this in addition to evaluating the MCAS state tests, Sharon Schools will make 
progress in aggregating the data from existing assessments in writing, math, 
reading for K-5 and in grade 8 math, writing, and science. 
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Professional Development goals have identified prime areas for professional 
growth that ensure quality curriculum and a theme approach that focuses on 
administrative walk-throughs, effective evaluation protocols, professional 
development, and grade level and departmental meetings. With the new school 
year that began in August, there has been a focus on Social Competency 
initiatives and on Differentiated Instruction that includes grade 6 staff, 
administrators, special educators, reading and math specialists, and subject area 
coordinators. Additional areas of focus are on the Skillful Teacher and identified 
individual professional needs. 


A Series of Program Evaluations have begun in Special Education and 
Technology. SPS provides a continuum of services for students in need of special 
education from ages 3 through 21. In-district special education programs are in 
place to allow students to remain in Sharon and be educated alongside their non- 
disabled peers. In addition to being more feasible economically, these program 
options encourage an integrated, inclusion experience for students with special 
needs. These programs also permit students who do not have special needs to 
grow in their understanding of disabilities. 

A task force has been established to review the Technology Program for 
instruction and integration. 

Work has also been initiated to establish World Language Curriculum 
guides based on UbD (Understanding by Design), and rubrics and measurement 
tools are being identified to assess the successes of Sharon Schools in order to 
create a school profile. 


Social Competency Skills have been a focus point where teachers and students 
are involved in training in Responsive Classroom, COMPASS, ADL Peer 
Counseling. 


Policy Development 

The School Committee is working with MASC to identify policies that 
need to be revised and to make changes that will enable a web posting of voted 
School Committee Policies. 


Community Service Learning (CSL) 

The principals are working with staff to restructure the Louis Feinstein 
CSL program in each of their buildings to connect CSL directly to teachers and 
curriculum. Principals are working with teachers and the Director of Curriculum 
to identify the projects that can continue through teacher/administrative efforts 
and are creating an evaluation rubric to ensure continued program success. 


Student Achievement 

The analysis of last year’s MCAS scores resulted in better understanding 
of our strengths and weaknesses across the board. English Language Arts and 
Mathematics scores remained at their high levels. Students in grade 9 scored high 
on Physics tests that, for the first time, count toward their graduation. 
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School Safety 
A committee of staff and community volunteers reviewed and updated the 


School Safety Policy to include new lockdown procedures, updated floor plans, 
and a quick reference card, and procedures for administration and classroom 
teachers. 


Financial Management Goal 
Efforts continue as the schools work with the Town to continue to develop 


a 5-year pro forma projected budget summary for long-range planning. With this 
effort, the schools are working to analyze the major budget components and 
trends to ensure the viability of the budget until commercial revenue comes to the 
Town. Class size, course offerings, and associated cost factors are being studied 
in addition to employee contracts and pay charts, utilities and consumption, and 
health insurance coverage and costs. 


This task has been made even more difficult given the unpredictable nature of 
town and state revenues and expenses such as spiking costs associated with 
heating and utilities over each fiscal year, in addition to health costs that are rising 
15% or more annually. 


General Management/Management of Personnel Goal 


o Sharon Schools will begin a search process for a Superintendent of 
Schools to begin July 1, 2008. 

o The format for School Improvement plans will be improved to include 
measurement criteria. The School Committee is looking to establish an 
improved longer-range format, perhaps over 18 months, to enable 
School Improvement plans to align more effectively with district wide 
goals. 

o During the spring of 2007, the School Committee successfully re- 
negotiated contracts with all unions and groups except the Sharon 
Teachers to move the health insurance plans to higher co-pays for 
current employees and with new employees coming in on a 70-30 cost 
split. These unions included the custodial, secretarial, and cafeteria 
unions in addition to non-affiliated groups such as Instructional Aides, 
School Assistants, and other non-affiliated personnel. Teacher 
negotiations will re-open in 2008. 


Facilities Goal 

The MSBA (Massachusetts State Building Authority) began accepting 
SOls (Statements of Interest) in July 2007 and by the fall 2007 had completed a 
site visit of the Sharon Middle School. The Middle School houses the entire grade 
6 in twelve modulars that are attached to an aging building that has been 
identified for addition/renovation. By late fall, the Middle School was chosen by 
the MSBA from among 426 applications. This allows for movement forward to 
Feasibility Study. The School Committee is working to submit needed paperwork 
to put this school in line for a building project with state reimbursement of 45%- 
50%. 
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A review and update of the long-range building plan is needed using 
updated population projections that consider potential Chapter 40B projects in 
Town. 

School Safety policies and procedures are under constant review with the 
police and fire departments. As new information is made available to prepare for 
such emergencies as power failures or school lockdowns, the safety manual is 
revised and capital requests are made. 

Capital Outlay projects are planned to further improve facilities. 


Community Relations Goal 


In order to better disseminate information to other Town Committees and 
the general public, the School Committee held a budget forum and discussions 
during several public meetings to plan the FY07 (2006-2007) budget. Public 
media including the Sharon Advocate, Schools web site, cable television, and 
newsletters were used. 

The school administration continues to use the Sharon web site and cable 
broadcasts to publicize School Committee data, e.g., school and School 
Committee events, budget, goals, minutes. The Sharon Advocate has taken on a 
more proactive and professional reporting approach that has helped in the 
dissemination efforts. Connect Ed is used to assist in announcing important 
school events and information via telephone and email. 

Parents and parent groups have become involved in the goal of social 
competencies for our students. Additionally, a concerted effort is being made by 
administration to encourage parental involvement in SSEPAC (Sharon Special 
Education Parent Advisory Council). 


School Committee Relations Goal 

The School Committee has sought to manage the delegation of School 
Committee tasks and responsibilities equitably by assigning members to tasks that 
involve timelines and regular reports at meetings. 


Long Term Goals That Extend Beyond School Year 2006-2007 
Needs include broadening the music program to include orchestral music, 


establishing a Pep Band leading to a marching band, a dance team, establishing a 
free full-day kindergarten, completing an in-house program evaluation in English 
Language Arts, analyzing the cost of bringing bus and cafeteria services in-house, 
transferring funds from the Trustees of Sharon Friends School fund to an entity 
such as the Historical Commission, and reviewing and updating the long-range 
building plans that include the Administration Building and the Early Childhood 
Center currently housed in modulars at East Elementary. 
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Budget Summary by Major Budget Area 


$0,7345329 $2.987276 
$2,789.35 $2,908.81 


$3,728.73 $3,970.74 





*FTEs (Full Time Equivalents of staff) 


FTEs FY07 ACTUAL FTEs FY08 
FY07 FY08 Projected 





















Middle $5,009,894 $5,237,339 
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$2,422,059 
$708,320 


$2,516,160 


$875,105 


Contracted 


$956,706 $1,270,312 
$468,005 $849,686 


Peer 434.2 $29,639,061 447.6 $32,392,665 


SHARON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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Joseph S. Bernstein, Chief of Police 


The second snowiest December on record has just passed, and now, the second 
week in January, we almost hit 70 degrees. The New Hampshire Presidential 
Primary has concluded with all the candidates promising change. From a law 
enforcement view, change can be good or bad. Some issues we can try to control, 
while others we cannot. We can prepare based on historical data and analysis, 
but neither is a perfect science, nor can we predict the future. Last year I 
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chronicled technological changes and implications from FAX machines, cell 
phones, and the Internet; how they impact law enforcement and the safety and 
well-being of our community. Most recently we have learned of terrorists, 
criminals, etc., utilizing IPODS to store criminal initiatives, records and plans for 
future actions, enterprises and ideas. As fast as these technological advances are 
developed to make our daily routines easier and more interesting, they provide 
avenues for the criminal environment to take advantage of others. Policing 
continues to become more complex, requiring more expertise from your law 
enforcement community, but at the same time we must continue our traditional 
efforts such as traffic enforcement, routine patrols, responding to various 
emergencies and maintaining a rapport with our citizens to foster trust and 
maintain lines of communication. Your safety and feeling of security are items 
you have, in general, entrusted to your local public safety agencies. All of us at 
the Sharon Police Department honor that trust and do everything we can to serve 
you better. Whether it is the continued threat of terrorist acts, traffic issues, 
threats to your property, the members of the Sharon Police Department remain 
committed and attentive to the responsibilities entrusted to us. We continue to 
evaluate programs and initiatives, making adjustments as needed, to best serve 
our community, ensuring that front-line traditional policing initiatives of 
answering emergencies are not sacrificed. We only wish we could provide other 
needed services if economics would allow. 


Some programs we continue to offer on a limited basis are those being more 
critical for the times, such as R.A.D. (Rape Aggression Defense), “Project 
Lifesaver’, which helps locate wandering Alzheimer patients, the “Are You O.K. 
Program” to check on the elderly, and “A Child Is Missing”. Our affiliation with 
the Metropolitan Law Enforcement Council (Metro-LEC), a contingent of 
approximately forty local law enforcement agencies and two Sheriffs’ 
Departments formed to promote greater public safety and protection within local 
communities, through the sharing of resources and promoting greater capacity 
that exceed the capabilities of any one single agency, continues. Through this 
Law Enforcement Council many initiatives have been accomplished well beyond 
the means of individual agencies, including the web site, Massachusetts Most 
Wanted (www.massmostwanted.org), which has been very helpful in identifying 
and solving numerous crimes, including those in our community. Metro-LEC 
also maintains a forensics computer lab that includes state-of-the-art equipment 
and specially trained police officers from various member agencies which have 
assisted us with various investigations, including sexual assaults, identity thefts, 
and illegal drug activities. 


In 2007, as in past years, we aggressively pursued outside funding to augment 
Town resources for equipment purchases and additional officers in the field. 
Monies for individual agencies have been very limited as it appears that regional 
initiatives such as Metro-LEC and our regional drug task force are where monies 
are being allocated, which indirectly help us. However, specifically to the Sharon 
Police Department, we have received grant monies which assisted in training 
personnel in the use of a new enhanced 911 Emergency System; the purchase of a 
specialized night/heat sensitive vision system; purchase of ballistic vests; pay for 
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officers to conduct extra patrols; Independence Day festivities; and band concerts. 
Some grant monies were used to support our first Junior Police Cadet Course. 
This two-day program was developed for middle school aged children to provide 
them an opportunity to see the inner workings of law enforcement in the Town of 
Sharon. Kudos goes to Lieutenant McGrath for overseeing/organizing, Officer 
Hocking as the lead instructor, and various other personnel for their assistance 
with instruction and demonstrations. Again, we received a grant from the 
Governor’s Highway Safety Bureau to address safety belt usage, driving while 
under the influence, and other traffic safety concerns. 


The Town-wide radio communications interoperability project is just about 
complete. All Town Departments, including Schools, are able to communicate 
utilizing this upgraded system and we have injected redundancy, so if one area 
fails, we have a back-up system in place. All of the original project expectations 
as approved in 2004 and more were met, for approximately $150,000 less then 
anticipated, by pursuing grant monies, working with other public safety agencies 
outside of Sharon and with the assistance of numerous people who provided 
expertise to control costs. 


Communication with everyone in our community is something we continually 
foster. Initiatives in this area include many of the programs listed earlier as well 
as officers visiting the elementary schools; participation in reading programs at 
the elementary schools; and our ongoing participation with various other civic 
groups--all in an effort to provide services and for our citizens to interact with 
officers in varied settings. In terms of services directed to our senior population, 
we have the previously mentioned “Are You O.K. Program’, which in 

conjunction with the Sharon Council on Aging and Norfolk Sheriffs Deparanene 
monitors at-risk seniors on a daily basis, and “Project Lifesaver”. Please visit our 
web site through www.townofsharon.net to view additional information and 
informative links, including “Mass Most Wanted”, Sex Offender Registry, 
Domestic Violence resources, Identity Theft resources, as well as the Police and 
Town General By-Laws. 


We continually strive to develop our organization in an effort to better serve our 
community. Staff development and training are key components. Personnel have 
attended numerous training sessions to keep current and expand our knowledge 
with the goal of delivering ever improving quality of service and protection of the 
community. A wide variety of courses and seminars were attended by various 
personnel in addition to all officers’ annual attendance at a weeklong training 
program through the Massachusetts Criminal Justice Training Council covering 
legal issues, firearms qualification, first responder certification, defensive tactics, 
and community policing. Additionally, we conducted live training within our 
schools to better prepare us if the need arises and continue to have two officers on 
a regional specialized response team. Also, one officer has had extensive training 
through the Metropolitan Law Enforcement Council in development of a regional 
team to respond and investigate child abductions. 
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The Police Department was involved in approximately 22,000 incidents in 2007, 
a decrease of approximately 500 from 2006, and the first decrease in my fifteen- 
year tenure with the Sharon Police Department. Just looking back a few years, 
police-involved incidents have increased steadily, from approximately 14,000 in 
2000, to 15,500 in 2001, 16,000 in 2002, 17,000 in 2003, 18,000 in 2004, 21,300 
in 2005, and 22,500 in 2006. Officers responded to 386 motor vehicle accidents, 
of which 288 required formal reporting and 30 involved personal injuries. Many 
times accidents can be avoided by drivers being more attentive and following the 
rules of the road. Over the last few years I asked for everyone’s assistance in 
monitoring their own driving habits, and the last couple of years advised that 
officers were going to be more vigilant in addressing this issue, which they have 
and will continue. Officers strike a balance in levels of enforcement action. They 
issued 1,794 written warnings and 891 civil violations, both consistent with last 
year’s increased focus and considerably more then in 2005. The officers also 
issued 139 criminal complaints. As Sharon and surrounding areas continue to 
develop, the volume of vehicular and pedestrian traffic continues to increase; 
therefore, I again ask for your attention and patience for the well-being of all of 
us. We responded to 952 burglary alarms, of which almost all were false, 
weather-related, malfunctions, or operator error. Officers were called upon 117 
times to assist citizens who locked themselves out of their vehicle and assisted in 
installing 84 children/infant car seats. There were 15 reported house or business 
burglaries, considerably less then 25 in 2006, matching a low of 15 in 2005. 
Reported larcenies fluctuated over the years from 121 in 1998, to 59 in 2003, 60 
in 2004, 68 in 2005, 91 in 2006, and 85 in 2007. Many of these larcenies are from 
unlocked motor vehicles and 13 identity thefts. Senseless acts of vandalism 
increased to 84 from 70 in 2006, but much less then the 101 reported in 2004. 
Please remember that with your help we can continue to have a positive impact 
on criminal activity, and I again stress the need for all of us to become involved 
and report suspicious activity to include if possible description of the people, 
vehicle, and especially the license plate number of the vehicle. The overall crime 
statistics for our community are very positive. They are reflective of the hard 
work and commitment of the men and women of the police department and 
citizen vigilance serving as extra eyes and ears for the police department. 


As in past years, I conclude by thanking all the people who have supported the 
Sharon Police Department. Many of you have spoken to me personally; others 
sent notes of appreciation complimenting various members of the department; 
and especially during the holiday season many people dropped off baked goods, 
fruit baskets, and other expressions of thanks. Your thoughts and thanks are 
shared with all members and are greatly appreciated. If you have any comments 
or suggestions that you feel would be beneficial to us in serving you, please let us 
know. You can telephone me at 781.784.1588, stop by the Police Station, or send 
us a note. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Chief Dennis F. Mann 


Deputy Chief Steven O. Cummings 
Administrative Assistant Ann LaChapelle 


Fire Department Members 


Group I Retired in 2007 Group II 
Captain John McLean FF/EMT John Van Captain Bryant Simpson 
Vaerenewyck 
FF/EMT David Martin FF/EMT Gerald FF/EMT Daniel Willis 
McNamara 
FF/EMTP John Guiod FF/EMTP Kevin Binnall 
FF/EMTP Kurt Simpson FF/EMTP John Magee 
FF/EMTP Christopher Cirillo FF/EMTP Jeffrey Ricker 
Group II Call Department Group IV 
Captain Michael Greenfield Paul Spender § Captain Berton Cummings 
FF/EMTP Michael Rychlik Alan Watterson FF/EMT Timothy Earley 
FF/EMTP Richard Murphy Gary Kamp FF/EMTP Thomas Kenvin 
FF/EMTP James Davenport Gordon Hughes FF/EMTP Paul Rudik 
FF/EMTP William Morrissey James Lindberg FF/EMTP Dan Greenfield 
Types of Incidents 
All Unit Box Alarms 147 — Still Calls 141 Ajdcalls 161 
Haz-Mat Incidents 19 Ambulance 1232 Inspections 608 


Investigations 


Equipment Condition 


Ambulance #2 2006 excellent Engine #2 1995 
Car 2 4x4 2005 good Ladder#1 1994 
Ambulance #1 2002 fair Engine #3 =1992 
Engine #1] 2001 fair Squad #2 1988 
Car 1 4x4 2001 fair Tanker97 1985 
Alarm Truck 2000 good Car 3 1997 
Squad #1 1996 good Brush #1 2007 


Military Tanker 1969 
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410 Canceled Enroute 122 Total Resp 2737 


good 
fair 

fair 
poor 
fair/poor 
poor 
excellent 
refurb. 


The department had two members leave during the year. FF John 
VanVaerenewyck retired after serving the town for 29 years, and FF Gerald 
McNamara transferred to the Mansfield Fire Department after serving 10 years. 
Paramedics Jeffrey Ricker and Christopher Cirillo were hired in August after a 
competitive testing process and will enter State Fire Academy in March 2008 for 
12 weeks of training. 


The Sharon Fire Department Ambulance Service experienced a 13% increase in 
ambulance transports in 2007. The department transported 107 times more, for a 
total of 890 transports. Ambulance revenue for 2007 increased to $467,703, and 
$440,000 was used in FY08 to defray taxpayer expenditures, an increase of 10%. 


Sharon had only one house fire in an abandoned house 1n 2007, but the 
firefighters responded to surrounding towns 17 times for structure fires. 
Firefighters responded to over 84 various fires. There were 18 building fires, 18 
cooking fires (a 50% increase), 22 grass/woods fires, 6 vehicle fires, and 20 other 
fires. One firefighter was injured at a Norwood fire and was out of work for 
approximately 2 months. The firefighters assisted Easton with a gas explosion 
and Mansfield with a plane crash. The department responded to other towns 
approximately 120 times. 


Training continues to be a high priority for the department, but FY08 budget cuts 
reduced training to only 2 hrs per month. That is the lowest level of training in the 
past six years, and 8 hrs a month is recommended by the NFPA. Training Officer, 
Capt. John McLean, delivered training topics that included Emergency Vehicle 
and Ground Ladder Operations, Ice Rescue, Hydrant Connections and Hose Lays, 
Rope Rescue and Knots, Auto Extrication, SCBA Use, and Fire Ground Tactics 
and Suppression. Officers attended seminars on Risk vs. Benefit Decisions, Legal 
Issues, Fire Safety in Social Clubs, Pandemic Flu and Continuity of Operations, 
Employee Motivation, Injury on Duty Documentation, and MGL 111F benefits. 


EMS Coordinator, Paramedic J. Guiod, conducted our EMS training. Topics 
included CPR, Airway Management, Carbon Monoxide Poisoning, Mass 
Casualty Triage, New State Protocols, New Advanced Drug Protocol, Hospital 
Point of Entry, and Cardiac Catheterization Protocols. 


Captain Bert Cummings applied for a federal grant for equipment and was 
successful in getting just over $100,000. The Town has to match 5% of the grant, 
which will be used in 2008 to replace the outdated Self Contained Breathing 
Apparatus (SCBA). The Fire Department also applied for and received $4,739 
from the Executive Office of Public Safety for fire education, $3,000 for 
Ambulance Task Force membership, and a Community Public Safety Grant from 
Staples for equipment. Paramedic Rich Murphy completed the electronic medical 
records and NFIRS update for the department. 


Firefighters were active in community events throughout the year. The 


department assisted the schools staff and private organizations with CPR and 
defibrillator certification. Captain Bryant Simpson responded to numerous Haz- 
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Mat incidents throughout the state, including the Danvers explosion. Paramedics 
responded as part of the Ambulance Task Force to Spencer for a water supply 
poisoning and to Norwood for a nursing home fire. Firefighters Dave Martin and 
Tim Earley taught fire safety training to the elementary schools and local 
businesses throughout the year. They also helped teach Juvenile Firesetting 
Intervention for the Norfolk County Firewall Program. Papa Gino’s sponsored the 
open house at the fire station during Fire Prevention Week. Paramedics supplied 
medical services for School Dept. sporting events and Pop Warner football. 
Firefighters provided fire safety for the July 4 fireworks presentation. 


The Sharon Fire Department would like to acknowledge with gratitude the 
generous and thoughtful donations given to the Fire Department throughout the 
year. A special thanks to Sharon High School student, Jonathan Yunes, who sold 
candy and bottled water throughout the year and donated $550 to the department 
for equipment. We gratefully accepted your cards, letters, monetary gifts, and 
delicious food displays. We feel very privileged and proud to serve this 
community. 


The Department takes great pride in being prepared to serve the community but 
reminds the community that it needs adequate personnel, training, and resources 
to deliver the level of service you expect and deserve. With the development of 
Avalon Bay, Brickstone, Sharon Commons and the current demand for services, 
the department will not be able to meet the increased demand for services. 
Department staffing remains level at only five men per shift. This is the lowest 
staffing level of any surrounding town. The ability to extinguish building fires 
depends on the number of firefighters that arrive on the scene (currently 4) to ' 
establish a water supply, ventilate the building, and then gain access to locate and 
extinguish a fire. A 13% increase in ambulance transports during 2007 and an 
increase in mutual aid calls left Sharon with a lack of firefighters to respond to 
additional calls on numerous occasions. I strongly suggest that the Town consider 
increasing the Fire Department staffing levels significantly and building a new 
facility as well as a substation. 


I want to thank my office staff and particularly the firefighters for their 
outstanding performance responding to the myriad of calls and the increasing 
number of simultaneous calls, which require those members who are off duty to 
return to work and augment the regular staff while handling emergencies. 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


Eric R. Hooper, Superintendent of Public Works 
Marie E. Cuneo, Business Manager 
Cynthia E. Rhodes, Building and Engineering Division Secretary 
Evelyn R. O’Reilly, Operations Division Secretary 
Antonetta M. Ackerman, Water Division Secretary 
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The Department of Public Works Forestry and Grounds Division lost John 
Lowden this past summer. Mr. Lowden was with the DPW for over 33 years, 
starting on May 6, 1974, at the initial salary of $3.93/hour. His preemployment 
physical cost the Town a total of $15. He was a lifelong resident of the Town, 
living his whole life off Billings Street, near Mann’s Pond. He was an avid 
hockey and softball player, taking part in league play well into his 70’s. He is 
sorely missed. 


The individual reports of this Department’s five divisions demonstrate the overall 
breadth and scope of the DPW’s responsibilities and activities. 


Both the Engineering Department and the Forestry and Grounds Division have 
continued to function without two funded positions despite many recent filings 
for 40B developments and new playing fields at the recently completed East 
Elementary School. 


The long endured North/South Main Streets reconstruction project is now in year 
four with the project nearly completed: North and South Main Streets have finish 
pavement, granite curbing; sidewalks and stonewalls have been installed. Period- 
style lighting, brick sidewalks, granite curbing, and granite block accents have 
been installed in Post Office Square. The project will wind to a completion in 
spring of 2008 with installation of landscaping and final paving. 


The Engineering Department is overseeing the large Avalon Bay Apartment 
construction project near the recently completed Norwood Street/High Plain 
Street/Edge Hill Road signalization project. 


Over 200 Town residents have taken advantage of the $200 water bill offset for 
low-flow washing machines. The Water Department also ramped up the water 
meter replacement project. 


The Walter Griffin fields, the fields at Deborah Sampson, Gavins Pond Road, the 
High School, Middle School, and Elementary Schools continue to hold up despite 
continuous hard use. Winter blankets are in place at the High School to encourage 
turf growth at the football practice and baseball fields. 


A new refuse collection and curbside recycling contract was implemented without 
any change to a pay-per-throw option. Public hearings will be held for further 
discussion of this option in 2008 as the state continues to restrict waste disposal 
options. A successful household hazardous waste day was conducted in June and 
funded from residential refuse fees. 


OPERATIONS DIVISION 


William H. Petipas, Supervisor 
Bruce F. Giggey, Assistant Supervisor 
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In addition to routine activities, street sweeping, pothole patching, sign 
installation and maintenance, street light repairs and maintenance, snowplowing 
and sanding, maintenance of all Town vehicles except Fire Department, the 
following projects were completed: 


e Reclaimed and paved the following streets, Massapoag Avenue between 
Mansfield Street and the Town line, Edge Hill Road between Tiot Street 
and Canton Town line, all of Oak Hill Drive, Country Lane, Kennedy 
Road, Birchwood Circle, Spruce Way, Tamarack Way, and Hickory 
Way. 

Repaired numerous catch basins and manholes as necessary. 

Townwide street sweeping. 

Repaired numerous drainage problems. 

Numerous days working at Horizons for Youth complex cleaning out 
buildings, making repairs, and winterizing. 

Assisted with recycling program. 

Graded dirt section of Mountain Street twenty-one times. 

e Assisted all other departments as needed. 


FORESTRY AND GROUNDS DIVISION 
Kevin Weber, Supervisor 


The Forestry and Grounds Division had a challenging year in 2007. The passing 
of foreman John Lowden in the summer of 2007 created a loss that was not easily 
filled. 


The department worked steadily to maintain and improve conditions at all athletic 
facilities, school grounds, town buildings, and cemeteries. With Mass. Highway 
nearing completion of the North and South Main Street project, Forestry and 
Grounds was called upon to assist as needed. 


Again the department continued to assist groups such as the Garden Club, Boy 
Scouts, and School P.T.O.s with their landscape projects. We installed irrigation 
and plantings in the Square as well as other tree plantings throughout Town. The 
department also removed dangerous and hazardous trees, ground and removed 
stumps as necessary. 


Forestry and Grounds also cooperated with other town departments throughout the 
year, 1.e., Operations with snow and ice, Recreation with playgrounds and athletic 
field issues, and the School Department with landscape and lighting issues. We work 
collectively to improve all athletic, recreation, and landscape issues for the Town. 
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_ Meters Repaired 


WATER DIVISION 


David M. Masciarelli, Supervisor 
Routine Activities Station Maintenance 


Read Meters 5623 (twice annually) 


New Meters Installed 
Meters Replaced 


Readings for Transfer of Properties | 
Water shut off/on for plumbers 


_ New Hydrants Installed 


Freeze Up Call responses 

Water Main Breaks Repaired 

Hydrants Repaired or Replaced 

New Services Tapped 

Curb boxes repaired or replaced paye c 
Water Services marked at request of contractor and/or — 
utilities 


Water Samples Taken 


_ State Bacteria 


State Fluoride 
_ Volatile Organic Compounds 


Nitrates 

Special 

GALLONS OF WATER PUMPED 524,954,000 
a | New Water Mains 

Avalon Bay Road pte 2400’ 


FETE one 


Woodard and Curran conducted a nitrate study at well field at station #2. 


Continued to work with P.A. Landers on the rehabilitation of North and South 


Main Streets. 


Worked with Woodard and Curran on a major upgrade of the Water Division 
S.C.A.D.A. System. This was necessary as a result of major lightning damage. 


Water Division foreman John (Chuck) Thomas retired after 36 years of loyal 


service. We wish him a long and healthy retirement. 
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BUILDING INSPECTION AND CODE ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 


Joseph X. Kent, Inspector of Buildings & Zoning Enforcement Officer 
James B. Delaney, Inspector of Wires * 
Joseph Jacobs, Plumbing and Gas Inspector 


Residents are reminded that it is illegal to construct, reconstruct, or alter a 
structure without first obtaining a building permit from the Building Inspector. 
Residents must obtain a permit to reshingle a roof, to install new siding, to 
construct a tool shed or a cabana, or to rebuild a rotted-out deck. Before 
undertaking any renovation project, residents are required to ensure demolition 
debris generated by this project will be legally disposed of. 


Electric wiring cannot be installed, nor can gas piping or reconnection of gas 
appliances or plumbing fixtures be installed, without a permit by licensed 
personnel. All domestic water piping must be installed with no lead solder. The 
installation of permanent water treatment or purification equipment or lawn 


sprinkler system connected to a potable water supply including private wells shall 


be made subject to inspection and approval by the Plumbing Inspector for the 


protection of residents and their families. 


The total number of building permits issued during 2007 was 624. Of these, 13 


permits were for single-family dwellings. 


The total value of construction and alterations was $21,154,368. The Building 


Division issued 10 occupancy permits for 2007. 


Permits issued and value of construction: 


Type of Construction | Permits | Permits 
|. 2007 2006 
Single-family POTS hl 
Multi-family 4 ee SEI OA anttyaeD 
Additions/Alterations 6421 464 
Garages SA. Rees Jia5 
Other (sign-pools) ie wa 
Demolition . 54 49 


- Estimated 


2007 


5,060,671 


7,454,856 


_ 7,898,923 
215,000. 


404,918 


Values 
- £2006», 5. 
2,963,000 


108,500 


he ee 
10,651,485 _ 


399,417 


Fees for building, gas, plumbing, and wiring permits collected during the year 
amounted to $343,914.00. This Division provided all of the administrative 


support for 30 Zoning Board cases. 


ENGINEERING DIVISION 


Peter O’Cain, P.E., Town Engineer 
James R. Andrews, Board of Health Agent/Engineering Aide 
April Forsman, GIS Coordinator 
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The Engineering Division continues to provide engineering support services to all 
Town Departments, Town Boards and the residents of Sharon. 


The expertise provided by the Engineering Division has allowed the Town to 
undertake projects and reviews that had previously required outside consultants. 
Additionally, the Engineering Division reviews the work performed by hired 
engineering consultants when needed. For example, the ZBA often hires peer 
review engineers to evaluate plans submitted to them, and the Engineering 
Division often provides technical support and data to the peer reviewers. The 
Engineering Division also reviews the reports generated by the peer review 
engineers. The Engineering Division performs construction inspection of all 
ongoing subdivisions, 40B projects, the North/South Main Street project, and all 
other Town construction and roadway projects. 


The Town Engineer, as agent for the Planning Board, reviewed subdivision plans, 
roadway as-built plans, and seventeen Form A Plans submitted for approval in 
2007. The Engineering Division provided technical assistance to the Zoning 
Board and the Planning Board during the processing of 40B applications for 
Avalon Sharon, Glendale Village, Simpson Housing project (Stonegrove at 
Sharon), Pine Woods, and the Carriage Lane development. The Town Engineer 
attended all of the Planning Board's meetings in 2007 and other Board meetings 
as required. Construction of roadways and related improvements in all active 
subdivisions were inspected regularly to assure that construction progresses in 
conformance with Planning Board rules and regulations. 


The Division also provided design, construction supervision, plan reviews, and 
other technical services required for the following projects: 


1. Wilber School Reuse Project. 

2. The Sharon Community Center Renovation Project. 

3. The North/South Main Street reconstruction project. 

4. The Norwood Street/High Plain/Edge Hill Road Signalization Project. 

5. Paving of Massapoag Avenue, Oak Hill Drive, Edge Hill Road, North/South 
Main Street, Tamarack Way, Spruce Way, Hickory Way, Birchwood Circle, 
Manns Hill Road, and Kennedy Road. 

6. Water Department window replacement bid. 

7. Memorial Beach Bathhouse renovation project. 


8. The Sharon Middle School sewer force main project. 


9. A proposed new access roadway for East Elementary School. 


Lal 


10. The Horizons for Youth land survey and land purchase. 


The Engineering Division, as agent for the Board of Health, continued to 
implement 310CMR 15.000 (1995 Title 5) and Article 7 regulations governing 
septic installations and Article 16 regulations governing private well installation. 
The Health Agent for Engineering attended all of the Board's meetings. The 
Division processed 174 Title V Septic System Reports; approved design, issued 
permits for, and inspected the installation of 345 new or replacement septic 
systems; and witnessed 319 percolation tests or test holes performed in the Town 
of Sharon. The Engineering Division also performed twice weekly sampling of 
Lake Massapoag during the summer season to ensure public health safety 
requirements were met. 


The DPW section of the www.townofsharon.net web site provides residents with 
important and up-to-date information regarding trash pickup, water ban 
schedules, ways to clean up stormwater, fees for DPW services, and some by- 
laws related to stormwater. 


Use of the geographic information system (G.I.S.) by other departments has 
allowed the Town to reduce or eliminate altogether its dependence on outside 
consultants for, e.g., production of Assessors and Conservation Commission 
maps, maximum build-out, housing, census and voting, and re-zoning studies. 


G.LS. also enables residents to obtain detailed technical information about their 
home and property including septic system information, lot size, lot zoning, 
setbacks, wetland information, and more. 


BOARD OF HEALTH 


Anne Bingham, Chairman 
Elizabeth Barnett, M.D., Vice-Chairman 
Susan Peck 
Stanley L. Rosen, CHO 
Jay S. Schwab, DMD 


Linda Rosen, Health Administrator 


Board of Health staff in 2007 remained the same: Jim Andrews, Health Agent for 
Engineering; Jack Lapuck, Health Agent for Sanitary Inspections and 
Enforcement; Sheila Miller, Public Health Nurse and Assistant Health Agent for 
Sanitary Inspections and Enforcement; Edwin S. Little, Animal Inspector; 

Linda Rosen, Health Administrator; Linda Callan, Part-Time Administrative 
Assistant. 
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The Board of Health is composed of five volunteer members who are appointed 
to three-year terms by the Selectmen. The major work of the Board in 2007 
involved review of septic system upgrades and variances in order to provide for 
the protection of public health, safety, welfare, and the environment. 


Some accomplishments in 2007 included: 


> Continued to review proposed septic system upgrades, variances from 
state and town septic regulations, including the installation of a variety of 
Innovative/Alternative (I/A) systems. The Board continued to impose 
the standard requirement that homeowners with alternative systems 
provide a signed Operations and Management Agreement to the Board, 
with the following testing requirements: BOD, TSS, pH, TKN, 
Ammonia, and Nitrites. In addition, the Board continued to require a 
standard septic system use restriction document to be filed at the Registry 
of Deeds by all homeowners to whom a variance with restrictions 1s 
issued. 
Continued a comprehensive review and updating of the Animal 

Regulations. 


Amended tobacco regulations to require uniform signage in taxicabs re: 
no smoking allowed; 


. Held hearings to review several new applications for animal permits, 
relying on recommendations of Animal Inspector; 

° Conducted numerous hearings to review large proposed developments, 
including the Brickstone Development and Sharon Commons. Hired Marie 
Cannon of Earthtech to do a peer review of the proposed sewerage treatment plant 
of Sharon Commons. 


. Voted to increase fees in some licenses granted by the Board of Health. 
In addition, voted to adopt new fees, including a re-inspection fee and fees for 
review of plans for facilities licensed by the Board of Health. 


. Held discussions with developers of the Wilber School apartments, along 
with the Wilber School Committee, to discuss wastewater treatment plans for that 
facility. 


. Reduced the number of lake samples taken at Memorial Beach from 4 
locations to 2 locations twice/week. 


° Reviewed and discussed plans for upgrades, replacement of septic 
systems and cesspools at Camp Wonderland and the former Horizons for Youth 


property. 


. Reviewed and approved several requests for reduction of testing by 
owners of Innovative/Alternative systemVoted to enact a Board of Health 
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regulation against feeding geese on public property within 200 feet of any public 
body of water. Recommended that no one feed the geese on private property. 


Included among activities of various Board members in 2007 were: 
. Attendance at certification program conducted by the Massachusetts 
Association of Boards of Health; 


. Arrangement of a town-wide educational program on Lyme disease held 
at the High School as well as provision of information on Lyme disease to 
summer staff and coaches at the Recreation Department; 


. Participation in the annual town-wide flu clinic run by the Health 
Department; 

. Drawing of lake samples for laboratory testing during the swimming 
season; 


. Participation in the Continuation of Operations Program conducted under 
the auspices of the state Region 4A; 


. Representation to MRC (Medical Reserve Corps), Economic 
Development Committee, Open Space Committee, and the state Tickborne 
Advisory Committee. 


The Department conducted laboratory testing of all semi-public swimming pools 
and Lake Massapoag swimming areas (and non-swimming areas) from late May 
to September to monitor for bacterial levels. The Community Center Beach was 
again closed (for the 2007 swimming season) due to construction of the new 
Community Center. In accordance with state requirements for bathing beaches, 
the Department monitors the E-Coli levels of both swimming and non-swimming 
areas around the lake. Funds for laboratory testing are provided by a Recreation 
Department revolving fund consisting of proceeds from sales of beach and 
boating tags. 


Compliance with 310CMR 15.000 (1995 Title 5), as well as with Article 7 of the 
Board of Health Regulations (regarding septic systems) and Article 16 of the 
Board of Health Regulations (regarding private wells) was monitored by the 
Health Agent for Engineering. (Please see the “Engineering Division” section for 
additional information. ) 


As more alternative septic systems have been installed, and as variances from the 
town’s septic regulations have been required for replacement systems, monitoring 
compliance with conditions imposed by the Board of Health has become more 
complicated and time-consuming. In the interest of protecting these systems, the 
town’s groundwater, as well as the public health, the Department monitors 
Owners’ compliance with conditions of septic variances through the use of funds 
raised by an annual monitoring fee paid by system. 
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Permits and licenses issued by the Board of Health during 2007 included the 
following: keeping of animals; permit to operate a manicuring salon providing 
artificial nail services; caterers; manufacture and/or sale of ice cream; sale of 
milk and/or cream; vehicle licenses for sale of milk; lodging houses; 
pasteurization of milk; motels; camps; operation of retail food establishments; 
food service establishments; combination retail food/food service establishments; 
residential kitchens; semi-public pools; massage establishments and 
practitioners; funeral director; seasonal food service; seasonal mobile food 
vendors; transportation of offal; dumpster operations; portable toilets; and retail 
tobacco sales. The Board is also responsible for issuing 5-year renewal permits 
for underground storage of hazardous materials and regulated substances. 


A Special Service Board, administered by the Health Department, is responsible 
for determining the eligibility of senior citizens and disabled persons (based upon 
income) for town-sponsored refuse collection. Thirty-three residents were 
approved for this service as of the end of 2007. 


The Department continued to act as the town’s agent regarding West Nile Virus, 
with the responsibility for accepting and packing dead birds reported to the state 
by residents for pickup and testing by the State Department of Public Health. 


The Department continued to maintain the Board of Health/Health Department 
pages on the town’s web site, providing up-to-date information to the public. 


Responsibilities of the Health Agent for Sanitary Inspections and Enforcement, 
and the Assistant Health Agent for Sanitary Inspections and Enforcement in 2007 
included the following: unannounced inspections of food service establishments, 
lodging house and motel facilities, retail food establishments, and catering 
facilities to ensure compliance with the revised, strengthened State Sanitary Code 
and FDA Food Code. All food service facilities were inspected at least twice 
during the year. Reviews of proposed new establishments, as well as changes to 
existing facilities took place. Also conducted were sanitation audits of school 
cafeteria food service practices throughout the school year; inspection of retail 
establishments selling tobacco products, as well as restaurants, motels, and 
lodging houses for compliance with the Board of Health Tobacco Regulation. 
Pre-season and mid-season inspections of all camps were conducted to ensure 
continuation of proper sanitation standards in conformance with increasingly 
stringent state-wide regulations. 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 
Public Health Nurse: Sheila Miller, RNC 


The Public Health Nursing Service of the Sharon Board of Health provided 
services to residents of the town as follows in 2007: 


TOTAL VISITS 2504 
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Total # Office Visits 9340 


# 65 years-84 years included 1444 
# 85 years+ included 158 
Total # Home Visits 164 
# 65 years-84 years included 37 
# 85 years+ included 118 
IMMUNIZATIONS B25 
CLINICS PROVIDED (Various Locations - Out of Office): 
Blood Sugar Clinics-Sr. Citizens 22H, 
Blood Pressure Clinics-Sr.Citizen 263 
Flu Injection Clinics 1700+ 


Sheila Miller, RNC, continues in the 30 hour/week position of Public Health 
Nurse for the town. Linda Beadle, Nurse Practitioner, provides assistance on an 
ongoing basis as our part-time public health nurse. Additionally, the Department 
relies on several on-call Registered Nurses to assist with clinics, on an as-needed 
basis. 


The Department provides regularly scheduled blood pressure/blood sugar clinics 
for all adult residents, as well as the monthly senior citizen clinics. In addition, 
immunizations, nutrition and weight control education, as well as monthly home 
visits (as needed) are conducted. Cholesterol screening is provided several times 
per year. The Nursing Department is actively involved with the School 
Department Nursing Staff, sharing information regarding immunizations and 
communicable diseases. The Public Health Nurse also assists with 
immunizations, as needed, for campers and staff. Sheila Miller, RNC, met with 
area camp directors to review health records. Coordination with the Council on 
Aging, area Visiting Nurse Associations, HESSCO, as well as other town 
departments continues on an ongoing basis. 


The Public Health Nurse continued to follow up on communicable disease cases 
reported to the Department. Included among the 62 communicable disease 
reports received in 2007 were 37 Lyme Disease, 4 Salmonella, 4 Campylobacter, 
6 Chronic Hepatitis B, 1 Giardia, | Viral Meningitis, | Pertussis, 3 Streptococcus 
Pneumoniae, and 2 Legionellos. Town employee health screenings were again 
held, with positive responses from all departments. Cholesterol screening was 
provided, in addition to blood pressure and blood sugar screenings. Sheila Miller 
provided various lectures as requested, as well as information during the summer 
lakeside concert. 


Arrangements were again provided to allow residents to dispose of medical 

waste. This year’s program was conducted at the Health Department office in 
Town Hall in June. The Department hopes to continue to provide this service on 
an annual basis. In conjunction with this program, the Department again provided 
a mercury thermometer exchange program, in cooperation with the Department of 
Public Works. In addition, arrangements made in collaboration with Sturdy 
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Hospital and the Fire Department allow for disposal of sharps at the Fire 
Department on an ongoing basis. 


Periodic cholesterol screenings were again held in 2007. In addition, monthly 
evening hours for blood pressure screenings continued, in an ongoing effort to 
reach younger residents (who are generally working or in school during daytime 
hours). 


In November the Health Department organized and conducted two very 
successful flu clinics. In accordance with guidelines established by the State 
Department of Public Health, the first clinic, held at Temple Sinai on a Tuesday 
morning, provided immunizations for those residents age 65 and over, or with 
“at-risk” medical conditions. The second town-wide clinic for those residents 
over age 10 was also held at Temple Sinai during an early evening. Following 
these clinics, flu vaccine was provided to residents age 7 and up during our 
regular office hours at the Town Office Building until the supply was depleted. A 
total of approximately 1,700 doses of flu vaccine was provided to the community. 
We are now billing Medicare and Medicare HMOs for administration of the 
vaccine and should be able to recoup some of the costs involved in providing this 
service. With the establishment of the Health Department revolving fund, these 
funds help us to continue this service even in light of dwindling state resources. 


As part of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness Region 4A, Department staff continued to participate in seminars 
and workshops on bioterrorism; worked closely with the state Department of 
Public Health, as well as with both Fire and Police Departments; provided 
informational materials on bioterrorism to the public, and directed residents to the 
appropriate agencies for further details. The State Department of Public Health 
has been preparing for the potential of a bioterrorist attack for several years and, 
in the event of a public health emergency, e.g., a flu pandemic, is on track to 
provide information to residents through the local health departments. Two 
emergency dispensing sites have been identified and emergency plans have been 
revised and updated to reflect these guidelines. Sheila Miller is part of an ongoing 
Local Emergency Planning Committee for the town, with Linda Rosen as the 
alternate for the Department. Staff participated in Emergency Dispensing Site 
training. Also, a Continuation of Operations Training program was held, with 
participation by town departments and local businesses, nursing home, etc. 


In addition, Sheila Miller has been heavily involved with the establishment and 
organization of a Medical Reserve Corps (MRC). This volunteer group will serve 
to strengthen the public health infrastructure and improve emergency 
preparedness. To date, ninety-five volunteers, both medical professionals and 
others, have begun serving on the MRC. Many of these volunteers assisted with 
the annual flu clinics in November. 


Sheila Miller, with the assistance of two teenaged volunteers, conducted tobacco 
compliance checks at the retail establishments licensed to sell tobacco products. 
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We were pleased to note that none of these establishments sold tobacco products 
to these minors. 


The Department, in conjunction with the Fire Department, continued the popular 
Vial of Life program, giving residents the opportunity to confidentially register 
important personal data in order to provide emergency responders with vital 
information. We are aware of several instances in Sharon in which this program 
has been extremely helpful, and possibly life-saving. 


HEALTH AGENT FOR ENGINEERING 


James Andrews, Health Agent for Engineering 


The Health Agent for Engineering reviewed 174 Title V Septic System Reports; 
conducted 345 septic inspections; and also witnessed 146 percolation tests and 
173 test holes/soil evaluations. In addition, he attended many meetings regarding 
projects, including Avalon Bay, Hunter's Ridge, Lexus Dealership, Simpson 
Housing, Community Center, and all town-related meetings. As septic system 
expert, advised Zoning Board and other town boards relating to septic systems 
and related issues. He worked closely with School Department regarding care and 
maintenance of the public schools. He also maintained a pumping schedule for 
all town buildings. 


RECREATION DEPARTMENT 


Recreation Advisory Committee 


Michael Ginsberg, Chair 
Fred Benjamin, Mitch Blaustein, Gary Bluestein, Gail Bouton, Mike Goldstein, 
Corrine Hershman, Steve Lesco, Ben Puritz, Rick Schantz 


Marshall Bradstreet, Recreation Director 
Melissa Lothrop, Assistant Recreation Director 
Maura Palm, Secretary 
Paul Spender, Community Center Custodian 
Glen Peck, Community Center Caretaker 


The Town’s original Recreation Director, David Clifton, retired on January 16 
after 39 years of service. Dave was succeeded by Marshall Bradstreet, who has 
many years of municipal recreation and nonprofit management experience. 


The department began the year in a temporary location — the administration 


building on the former Horizons for Youth property. Even without a permanent 
home, it was able to carry on many programs in the winter and spring. The 
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department partnered with the Council on Aging during April school vacation to 
conduct several multi-generational programs. 


Summer programs were as popular as ever as hundred of residents participated in 
sailing and swim lessons as well as specialized sports clinics. The Lakeside 
Concert Series was very successful with seven well-attended shows. A new 
special event, a giant outdoor movie, drew more than 500 attendees. 


Working with the Recreation Advisory Committee and the Board of Selectmen, 
the department created a Field Permitting System to ensure proper and fair use of 
the town’s outdoor athletic facilities. 


In the late summer, the department took delivery of a new pickup truck, replacing 
a worn 1994 model. 


The Recreation Department moved into the newly renovated Community Center 
on November 15 and soon began offering dozens of new programs. The 
department also coordinated meeting and program space for nearly 50 town 
committees and nonprofit groups. 


The Recreation Department would like to thank its many volunteers and sponsors 
for helping to make many worthwhile programs available to our community. 


SHARON COUNCIL ON AGING/SHARON ADULT CENTER 


FULL-TIME STAFF: Norma Simons Fitzgerald, LICSW, Executive Director; 
Nancy Weiner, Administrative Assistant 
PART-TIME STAFF: Susan Edinger, LICSW, Social Services & Volunteer 
Coordinator; Marsha Books, Program Coordinator; Drivers: Clinton Sutton, bus; 
Bruce McDuff, van 
OFFICE VOLUNTEERS: Lenore Watts, Marjorie Sinman, Fay Kahn, Rose 
Kanter, Joan Romanowicz, Frances Kanofsky, Marjorie Asnes, Doris Edwards, 
Pearl Kessler, Annette Marks, Marjorie Carrier, Eleanor Schwartz, Barbara 
Golner, 
SHINE COUNSELORS: Marilyn Stewart, Irene Carpenter 
Contact us at: 781-784-8000 or sharoncoa@townofsharon.org 


COUNCIL ON AGING BOARD 


Arnold Kublin, Chair, 1-11/07 Sheila Pallay, Chair, 11/07 - 

Ellen Bender Lillian Savage 

Faye Berzon Marilyn Stewart 

Elliot Feldman Mildred Berman, Alternate 
Hy Lamb Irene Carpenter, Alternate 
Robert Maidman Gina Maniscalco, Alternate 


Sidney Rosenthal, Liaison, Disabilities Commission 
Jane Desberg, Liaison, Friends of the Sharon COA 
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Mission 

Whereas: Medical and technological advances have enabled people to live longer, 
and, 

Whereas: Living longer should bring enriching and rewarding experiences, 

The Sharon Council on Aging mission is to enhance the quality of life for its 
constituency. 


Purpose 
The Sharon Council on Aging is organized to: 


1. educate the community about aging 

2. promote the independence of elders 

3. advocate before local government and within the community for the needs of 
elders 

4. design, advocate, and/or implement services to meet these needs and 
coordinate existing services 

5. identify existing resources, build coalitions within the larger community, and 
make appropriate referrals 

6. cooperate with the Massachusetts Executive Office of Elder Affairs and the 
Area Agency on Aging 


Highlights of 2007 
Sharon Adult Center and Community Center Project 


The high point of 2007 was the reopening, on time, of the newly renovated 
Community Center and Sharon Adult Center, located on the Garden Level 
(lower level). 


Our staff and office volunteers, along with the Recreation Dept., Standing 
Building Committee, and several other town offices moved back into the air- 
conditioned and fully handicapped-accessible facility on November 15th and 
began welcoming back some of our programs and participants in December. 


The Sharon Adult Center will be fully operational in January. Our regular hours 
will be 8:30-4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, as well as some evenings and 
weekends for our usual and many new exciting programs and activities. The 
entire Community Center is reopening in January (and is open as of this writing), 
offering programs and activities for people of all ages and backgrounds. The 
facility also has space for several other town offices, many meetings, and for 
other uses including rentals. 


The Sharon Adult Center, along with the Council on Aging, plans to offer a wide 
array of social and recreational activities and trips as well as community 
education, social services for elders, their families, and some younger residents, 
as well as shopping and medical transportation in accessible vehicles. Council on 
Aging hours are also Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30 p.m. The phone number remains 
781-784-8000. Our general email is currently sharoncoa@townofsharon.org. We 
have lots of information, as well as our calendar of activities and newsletter, The 
View, on the town web site, www.townofsharon.net. 
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Heartfelt thanks go to all those who assisted with this project: the town residents 
who approved the renovation, our legislators, Selectmen, Town Administrator, 
Building Committee, Friends of the Council on Aging and of the Community 
Center, the COA and Recreation staff and Advisory Boards, Standing Building 
Committee, and other departments and committees that participated in one way or 
another in the planning, financing, preparation, design, special features, etc. We 
are grateful to the organizations that helped us maintain our programs for the 
residents during our wait for a new facility, including Temple Sinai, Temple 
Israel, the Congregational Church, Sharon Housing Authority, Stony Brook 
Court, and the Sharon Public Library. A very special thank you goes to our 
chairman Arnold Kublin for his role in advancing the need for a “home” of our 
own. 


Communications and Publicity 
In 2007 the Council on Aging worked hard to grow with the times. To ready 


ourselves for a changing demographic, with the advent of Baby Boomers and the 
swelling of the 60+ population, we sought to develop a new look. We began with 
the official naming of our new center - Sharon Adult Center - and our newsletter, 
The View, which doubles as our program guide, and planned our space and many 
new programs to appeal to a varied age range and to the diverse population that 
we serve. Now, any adult, space permitting, will enjoy the benefits of this rich 
resource in the community, and will have access to stimulating lectures and 
programs and the Lakeside Gallery and Cafe with Wi-Fi (wireless Internet) that 
we have planned. We anticipate that many of these people will bring in new 
talents and energy to help us build a wonderful resource for Sharon 


Council on Aging 
In addition to focusing on planning and programs for the Adult Center, the 


Council on Aging continued to carry out its mission — to respond to the age- 
related needs of elders in the community, from transportation to information and 
referral, social services, advocacy, and other important efforts. 


Property Tax Relief & Advocacy 

e The MCOA (Mass. Association of Councils on Aging and Senior Center 
Directors) Property Tax Relief Task Force met regularly during the year. 
We represent the membership of MCOA and thus have the support of all 
member COAs in the Commonwealth when we approach legislators to 
file bills. We also have the advantage of having three active Assessors 
Assistants on our committee. MCOA advocated for a number of property 
tax relief bills which will be refiled in January 2008 by our state 
legislators. As a result of previously filed legislation and an affirmative 
vote at last year’s Town Meeting, eligible seniors can defer some or all 
of their property taxes by applying for Clause 41A at the Assessors’ 
Office in Town Hall. Those who opt to do this get a reduced interest rate 
(dropped from 8% to 3%) on the deferred amount. 

e Other property tax relief efforts included the participation of 82 elders 
(includes some couples) in Sharon’s Property Tax Work-Off Program. 
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They provided 6,008 hours of service to the town and received $45,059 
in tax credits. 

e Advocacy through our membership in MCOA and support from our local 
legislators, Rep. Kafka and Senators Joyce and Timilty, resulted in an 
increase* in the formula grant funding for COAs across the state. 

e The COA Executive Director was reappointed as Member at Large on 
the Executive Board of MCOA and as co-chair of the MCOA Property 
Tax Relief Task Force. 


Transportation 
The COA has two part-time paid drivers and volunteers. We provided 6,438 
medical, shopping, and other trips during FY 2007. 


Grants/Other Funding 

e *Awarded $16,673 or a $.20 increase per elder for a total of $6.50 per 
elder through the state formula grant through the Office of Elder Affairs, 
used to assist town with salary of administrative assistant. 

e Massachusetts Rural Transit Assistance Program — funding for computer 
to assist with transportation/related use 
Awarded $250 from Sharon Cultural Council for programs for elders. 

e Awarded ongoing funds from Friends of Sharon Council on Aging for 
the mailing of our monthly newsletter, emergency assistance grants and 
scholarships for senior needs, supplies for cultural, social, and ethnic 
events, Caregivers’ Support Group, and more. The Friends of the Sharon 
COA completed work on their fundraiser “Sharonopoly!” which went.on 
sale in 2007 and remains available for purchase around town and in the 
Adult Center. 

e The Friends of the Sharon Council on Aging gave the town a check for 
$20,000 towards the new Adult Center kitchen as planned. 

e The Salvation Army Social Service Fund also provided emergency funds 
and vouchers for clients over and under the age of 60. 

e The Dorcas Society of the Congregational Church and Temple Sinai 
Social Action Committee provided gifts and/or funding for some of 
Sharon residents in need. 

e The COA worked closely with the Gifts of Hope program to assist 
individuals and families in need especially during the holidays. 


Volunteers 

A Recognition Breakfast funded by the Friends of the COA was held to honor 55 
volunteers who provided approximately 11,400 hours of service to elders through 
the COA and valued at $85,800. 


Programs 

Programs and activities appealing to people of all backgrounds continued during 
the year with the help of those organizations and town departments previously 
mentioned which provided space to the COA. In addition to trips to cultural and 
recreational sites, on-site multi-cultural events and regular fitness, cards, and 
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other programs, we offered several intergenerational programs in collaboration 
with the Sharon Public Schools (Stories Project, HOPES, and ethnic lunch 
program with entertainment) and with the Recreation Department (crafts, cards, 
and board games). In all, we had contact with over 130 students. 


SHARON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Board of Trustees 
Jacqueline Modiste, Chair 
Alyssa Weiner, Vice Chair; Abigail Marsters, Secretary; Marnie Bolstad, 
Treasurer; 
Bob Levin; Pat Olken; Roberta Saphire 


Staff 
Barbra Nadler, Director 
Lanette Hart, Assistant Director and Head of Information Services 
Amanda Folk-Eskenas, Technical Services Librarian 
Danielle Margarida, Head of Children’s Services 
Debbie Banna, Children’s Librarian 
Kari Mofford, Information Services Librarian 
Nancy Glynn, Circulation Supervisor 
Karen Hagan, Technical Services Assistant 
Josephine Papineau, Administrative Assistant 





Library Assistants 
Ellen Apfel, Lori Bass, Gail Clayman, Ann Donovan, Kristin Eardley, Bethanie 
Edwards, Teresa Maceira, Karen Mafera, Megan Pedersen, Leslee Rotman 


Probably the most important achievement for FY2007 was the formulation and 
adoption by the Library Board of Trustees of the Sharon Public Library Values, 
Vision, and Mission Statements: 


Values Statement: We believe that a free public library is essential to the public 
good; We believe that all library users are entitled to the highest level of service; 
We believe that all library users have the right to privacy, confidentiality, and 
intellectual freedom. 


The Vision of the Sharon Public Library is as a destination which serves as a 
civic space encompassing the roles of public library, cultural arts center, and civic 
center. The Library exists to promote the free exchange of ideas, to provide 
opportunity for lifelong learning, to be an essential community institution serving 
both individual and societal needs as a part of a network of social resources. 


The Mission of the Sharon Public Library is to serve the informational, 
educational, cultural, and recreational needs of all members of the Sharon 


community by providing access to a professional staff, a state of the art facility, 
and high-quality materials, programs, and services. 


Pat Olken, who had been a Library Trustee for many years, gave up her position 
on the Board this year. Her calm, “cut to the chase” manner will be missed during 
monthly Board of Trustees meetings. Elected to that spot was Roberta Waterman 
Saphire, who comes to us from the Sharon business community. We welcome her 
fresh perspective. 


Dick Radtke, Technical Services Librarian, and Gail Clayman, Library Assistant, 
both retired during FY2007. We appreciate all the hard work they contributed to 
the operation of the Sharon Public Library. In their stead, Amanda Folk-Eskenas 
was hired as Technical Services Librarian and Teresa Maceira as Library 
Assistant. As with the change in Trustees, a fresh perspective from new staff 
members is always welcome. 


A total of 222,772 items were checked out or renewed in FY2007. The United 
States 2000 Census counts us as a population of 17,408. That means that about 13 
items per capita were loaned in FY 2007. If the average retail price of a book is 
assumed to be about $25, $5,569,300 would have been spent by individuals for 
the library materials, or about $320 per capita. Through your support of the 
Library, these same materials obtained through the Sharon Public Library cost $6 
per capita instead. 


In addition to lending materials, we also provided many programs for adults and 
children. We maintained access to eight computers for Internet connections as 
well as offering WiFi service. Our outstanding staff was there fifty hours per 
week to assist patrons in finding whatever information they were seeking. 


Looking forward to the future, the Library Board of Trustees along with the 
Library staff began working on a five-year long-range plan. The plan strives to 
examine where we are now, where we want the library to be in five years, and to 
provide an annual action plan to help us achieve our goals. 


As always, we wish to thank the Friends of the Sharon Public Library for all they 
do for us: the Adopt-a-Book program, Annual Used Book Sale, museum pass 
program, cultural field trips, funding for programs for adults and children, and 
providing money for things that would remain outside of the Library budget. 


This dedicated group of volunteers demonstrates their regard for the Sharon 


Public Library in a very concrete way, and we hope that we do the same for them 
and for all the citizens of Sharon. We thank you all for your continued support. 


ANIMAL CONTROL DEPARTMENT 
Animal Control Officer: Diane A. Malcolmson 


Assistant Officers: Paul Spender, Wayne Peck, 
Christina Sawelski 
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The Sharon Animal Control is dedicated to providing compassionate care and 
treatment for all impounded animals, and to the fair and impartial enforcement of 
animal-related laws. The Department also vigorously promotes the adoption of 
unclaimed animals, and provides educational programs that place emphasis on 
responsible pet ownership. The Department’s goal is to serve and protect the 
public and promote a safer community through responsible animal ownership and 
humane care. 


Current Programs and Services 


e Provide traps for catching cats and wildlife in houses 

e Impound loose dogs 

e Rabies vaccination and license violation enforcement 

e Investigation of animal complaints and neglect cases 

e Issuance of citations and attend court hearings 

e 24-hour emergency service for life or health threatening animal situations 
e General information services 

e Database of lost and found cats and dogs 

e Adoption of dogs and cats from the shelter 

e Educate the public on responsible pet ownership 


General Information 


The Town of Sharon shelters its stray animals at the Town of Canton’s Animal 
Shelter located behind the DPW building on Bolivar Street in Canton. Viewing of 
animals up for adoption can be done during the daytime hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
or by appointment. Please take time to come in and view the animals up for 
adoption and see the updates for yourself. In November the Animal Control 
Office was moved from the 10’ x 10’ “closet” in the basement of the Town Hall 
Building into the new Community Center Building on Massapoag Avenue. The 
office is located on the second floor of the building. 


The Animal Control Department has assisted in emergency removal of wild 
animals from homes and sick and/or injured wild animals only. Nuisance wild 
animal problems are now being referred to a licensed nuisance animal 
exterminator. 


An ongoing database of lost and found cats/dogs has been quite helpful in 
successfully reuniting owners with their pets. The department stresses the 
importance of keeping cats as indoor pets, thus preventing the loss of them due to 
coyote attacks, “hit by car”, unknown bites (which leads to quarantines), and 
illnesses resulting in costly veterinary bills. The Department is also strongly 
urging pet owners to consider having their dog(s) and/or cat(s) micro-chipped for 
easy identification. Micro-chipping can be done by your veterinarian and is a 
permanent way to identify your pet should it become lost. Animal Control 


Departments have universal scanners that allow us to immediately locate the 
animal’s owner. 


1,640 dogs were licensed in 2007. Citations were issued to 164 persons for 
unlicensed dogs, which resulted in 28 hearings at the Stoughton District Court for 
persons still owning unlicensed dogs. Notification for licensing is done annually 
through the town census. The licensing period for each year runs from January Ist 
to May 3 Ist. 


The Department can be found on the Internet through a very useful and successful 
site, www.Petfinder.com. This site contains a wealth of information and lists 
animals, along with their picture, that are up for adoption at the shelter. The 
Animal Control Department can also be found on the Town of Sharon’s web site, 
www.townofsharon.net. Here you can find information on the dog/animal by- 
laws, animals for adoption, wildlife information, licensing, pet care tips, lost and 
found and frequently asked questions. 


The Animal Control Department relies on the donations of supplies (towels, 
blankets, heartworm pills, dog/cat food, carriers, pet toys, collars, leads) as well 
as financial donations payable to the “Town of Sharon Animal Assistance Fund”. 
This fund was established for the further treatment of sick or injured animals 
received into the shelter as well as for educational materials for the public and 
financial assistance in spay and neutering of animals. 


Report of Activities 

Loose Dog Complaints: 106 

Dogs Picked Up: 26 

Barking Dogs: | 

Selectmen Hearings: = 

Other Animals Picked Up: 56 (stray cats, feral cats, kittens, cockatiel, rabbits 

Other Animals Injured: 102 (coyote, woodchucks, mourning dove, 
squirrels, raccoons, fox, deer, geese, snapping 
turtle, duck, birds) 

Animals Deceased: 88 (deer, birds, skunks, cats, dog, turkey, bats, 
raccoons) 

Neglect/Cruelty Complaints: 28 

Court Appearances: ibis 

CIVIL DEFENSE 


Michael I. Polimer, Director 
Michael S. Corman, Deputy Director 
Barry R. Zlotin, Deputy Director 


The 2007 fiscal year was another busy year for the Civil Defense Department. 
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During the summer, Civil Defense volunteers assisted the DPW by supplying 
extensive illumination within the unpowered-powered Wilber School building as 
they conducted contractor and developer site tours. 


In early August, Civil Defense volunteers were activated after a severe 
thunderstorm caused extensive damage in various parts of town. CD personnel 
assisted the Police Department in answering storm related 911 calls, blocked off 
impassable roadways, and provided safety lighting for DPW tree crews opening 
blocked streets. We also provided emergency power to the Town’s radio repeater 
system for 18 hours until normal service was restored. 


During the year we completed our two Capital projects. 


The AM radio station was an extensive project that required CD volunteers to 
write station bid specifications, research possible vendors, and support the RFQ 
effort. Once a contract was let, we were responsible for some site work and 
overall coordination of the project. Sharon Community Radio, AM 1630, has 
been installed and is broadcasting community messages 24 hours a day. It will be 
used to broadcast emergency messages as required. CD volunteers continue to 
refine the operation of the station as well as train every Town department in the 
use of this valuable asset. 


The Emergency Shelter cots project was also completed. We replaced our 42- 
year-old cots with 175 new units and purchased a clean, dry, secure container to 
store them in. We will be filling the container with the equipment purchased for 
our Emergency Shelter Management Kit, next year’s Capital project. 


Civil Defense volunteers served as consultants to the Police Chief, who is the 
project manager for the Town’s two-way radio system upgrade. They also 
spearheaded the design, specification, purchase, and installation of propane- 
powered generators at the Town’s two radio repeater locations. A generator 
protection structure, required at one of the sites, was designed, fabricated, and 
installed by CD members, saving the project thousands of dollars. 


The May Town meeting saw CD personnel providing communications assistance 
to the Town Clerk. 


A CD volunteer participating in a missing person search with Police Department 
found the missing person. 


Even with all this activity we were able to purchase a professional TIG welder to 
add to our equipment inventory. This investment will allow us to repair and 
fabricate equipment that we could otherwise not afford on our small operating 
budget. It is an ongoing learning experience. 


Civil Defense is Sharon’s all-volunteer Emergency Management Department, 


which includes people with diverse backgrounds who.add valuable experience 
and knowledge to our team. More volunteers are always needed. Meetings are 
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held every Monday evening at 7:30 in our headquarters located directly behind 
the police station. There is no obligation to attend every meeting. 


BORDERLAND STATE PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Jean Santos, Sharon Representative 


With the installation of a new state administration, we at Borderland had hoped 
for additional funding for the whole park system and particularly for the needs of 
Borderland. Things seemed to be improving with the delivery of a new truck, the 
first one in our history, in late winter of 2007. But as time passed and more 
machinery wore out, our enthusiasm waned. Our labor needs were ignored: we 
still have only three full-time employees, with some additional help in the 
summer months. The summer employees serve very well, but they leave in 
September. 


Meanwhile, our work goes on. Plowing, mowing, cleaning, painting, collecting 
parking fees, keeping two buildings orderly and maintaining their integrity is a 
year-round effort. Three employees run a park of over 17,000 acres which 
requires 77 hours of operation per week. Simple arithmetic shows that most 
weekends there is only one employee on duty. Often the park attracts 3,000 
people in a weekend. How safe can that be? 


In 2007 collections for parking tickets and passes totaled $117,000 at the park. 
Attendance is minimally set at 200,000 people per year. 


Maintenance projects in 2007 included the continued work on the windows 
(replacement and refinishing of exterior wood frames and some deleading of 
interior windows), the repair of trellises around the back of the mansion, trail 
work as time permitted. The old Smith farmhouse in the center of the park has 
been placed in a curatorship program run by the state. Interested parties are 
granted leases for various time periods and given free rent if they agree to repair 
and maintain properties owned by the state. 


Many well-attended events took place during the year. Some of these included a 
Civil War reenactment, a geology hike, a Fun Fish Fest, the annual Edgar Allan 
Poe show, Handbell Ringing Concert, an annual meeting featuring Mashpee 
Wampanoag Indians, weekly nature explorations during the summer, Living 
History, "Burt, the Raccoon", Patio concerts, and the 7th Annual Blanche Ames 
National Art Exhibit during September and October. This attracted over 500 
exhibitors from all over the country. Monthly house tours brought in hundreds 
more visitors. Junior and Senior Ranger programs were fully subscribed. Many 
groups use the park for school events, charity programs, and animal meets and 
walks . 


It is important for the public to know that the fees collected at Borderland do not 
go to the park or even the Department of Conservation and Recreation but are 
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returned to the General Fund of the Commonwealth. If you do not approve of 
this, please let your senator or representative know. 


Thank you for your continued interest in Borderland. For information call 784- 
5835 or jfsant4498@aol.com 





CANOE RIVER AQUIFER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
David Masciarelli, Sharon Representative 


The Canoe River Aquifer Advisory Committee held eleven meetings during the 
year. The meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month and are rotated 
within one of the five communities of Easton, Sharon, Foxborough, Mansfield 
and Norton. 


The Committee celebrated its 20th anniversary with a gala at The Players’ Club in 
Norton on Friday evening, March 23, 2007, with guest speakers Leslie Luchonok 
and Bill Napolitano. 


The Committee held its annual Awareness Day on Saturday, May 12th, with a 
tour of Easton’s new water pumping station on Red Mill Road and a canoe trip 
narrated by CRAAC member Jennifer Carlino. 


Jennifer Carlino was responsible for producing a very colorful photo book of the 
Canoe River depicting wildlife and many events that the Committee has held. 


John Sullivan, Mansfield Town Engineer, gave a presentation to the Committee 
on Mansfield’s NPDES Stormwater Permit. 


Chairman Southworth attended a training session at Bridgewater State College on 
behalf of the Committee regarding the Taunton River Integrated Watershed 
Management Plan. 


The Committee would like to thank Easton Water Operations Manager Jack 
Marsh for his involvement with the production of our web site, as well as Karen 
Gallo of the Town of Easton Water Division, Antonetta Ackerman of the Town of 
Sharon Water Department, and Eileen Zinni of the Town of Foxborough Water 
Department for their dedication and assistance in producing our minutes and 
mailings. 


COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES 
Sidney J. Rosenthal, Ph.D., Chair, 
Shirley Brownstein, Vice Chair, Leslie Kriger, Secy., 


Sheila Advani, Ph.D., Geila Aronson, Thomas Duffy, 
Florence Finkel, Susan Myerson, Karen Sprung, James Waters, Ph.D. 
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The Commission met on ten different occasions during the year in order to 
discuss issues relevant to the disabled of Sharon. Meetings were held at the COA 
conference room. Site visitations and inspections were also made to churches, 
businesses, and recreation areas throughout the town. 


I: 


The program of trash pickup from the door of several disabled persons 
has been continued. 


The program of removal of the snow residue (berm) left at the base of 
driveways of qualifying disabled residents has been continued with the 
cooperation of the DPW and COA. 


With the help of Sharon’s representative to the MBTA, George Bailey, 
the commuter rail trains will become accessible with the construction of 
“mini high platforms” on an MBTA priority basis. 


The off-street parking for the Dog Park and Beech Tree Park has been 
constructed by the Sharon DPW and has been successful. Several 
additional parking places have been requested for the Dog Park. 


Despite advice to the contrary by the Commission, brick sidewalks have 
been constructed throughout the center of town. Several falls by 
pedestrians have been reported to the Commission. The method of the 
sidewalk construction used meets the accessibility guidelines of the 
ADA. 


The scholarship program established in 2003 continues to be 
implemented by awarding $1,000 from our “ticket fund’’* to a disabled 
student graduating from the high school and going on to higher 
education. 


Continuing our practice, the A.S.L. practitioners employed by the 
Recreation Department to aid in teaching hearing-impaired children to 
swim were paid by the Commission. 


A grant program using the “ticket fund’”* has been implemented to assist 
homeowners with cost of meeting accessibility requirements and will be 
administered by the COA. 


* State statute provides that fines for unlawful parking in handicap spaces go to 
the Disabilities Commission in the town where the infraction takes place. The 
Commission is required to use the funds for disability-related purposes. 


COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 


Corey Snow, Chairman 
Arnold Cohen, Clerk 
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George Bailey, Treasurer 
Margaret Arguimbau 
Arnold Kublin 
Susan Rich 
Allen Garf 
Rachelle Levitts, Secretary to the Committee 


The Community Preservation Act [MGL Ch 44B, enacted 2001, adopted by 
Sharon effective July 1, 2005] allows any city or town in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts to adopt a property tax surcharge up to 3% with revenues from this 
surcharge (and state matching funds) to be devoted to at least 10% open space, 
10% historic preservation, 10% community housing, with the remainder available 
for any combination of those three areas, certain recreational purposes, and 
administration costs. There are now 127 municipalities in Massachusetts that 
have adopted the Act. A committee of either 5, 7, or 9 members is required by 
law to exercise control over the funds. A committee majority vote is needed to 
bring an expenditure to a vote of the Town Meeting. Sharon adopted the seven- 
member option and approved a 1% surcharge (with the first $100,000 of valuation 
exempt) effective with the start of the Fiscal Year 2006. The town's share is 
matched with funds generated by a fee imposed on documents filed with the 
Registry of Deeds across the state. 


Sharon's Committee was formed in January 2006, and held 17 meetings during 
that year. Officers were elected, and bylaws were adopted along with proposed 
selection criteria for project applications based on a Sudbury/Bedford model. A 
plan, a composite of the known town plans for Open Space, Housing, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation, was adopted and posted as the “Draft Interim 
Community Preservation Plan”. In FY 2007 Sharon's surcharge was $316,293. 
The state match resulted in a total of $630,560. Disbursements including 
borrowing were $1,382,670. 


This year the CPC held 13 meetings, collected a total of $655,374, and disbursed, 
again including borrowing, $945,500. While there are no unencumbered funds at 
present, the Sharon CPC fund should reach $183,000 for FY09, after allowance 
for debt service and previously committed projects. Costs of borrowing subtracts 
$253,418 from CPC funds over the next 10 years while the state match is 
expected to drop to 70% and in later years, even more. 


Future projects under consideration by the Committee may originate with the 
Capital Outlay Committee or be referred to that committee for advisory 
recommendations. All will be examined in relation to the CPC Plan currently 
under development. Unexpended funds are maintained in interest-bearing 
accounts with the Town Treasurer. 


Developing a plan that truly addresses the community’s needs has long been a 
priority of the Committee. Preparation of such a plan began in earnest with 
adoption of the FY08 budget and the contracting with Jennifer Goldson, a 
planner with experience in CPA planning as a staff member for the City of 
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Newton's CPC. Ms. Goldson began surveying community interests and needs in 
June, when a public meeting was held, and followed this with a series of meetings 
with town committees. 


The projects recommended in 2006, and approved by Town Meeting, were 
completed, including floor repair at the eight-unit Pleasant Street Family 
Housing facility, $10,437; replace 34-year-old roofing at the 140-unit Hixson 
Farm Road Elderly/Disabled Housing, $102,322; two new low-maintenance and 
accessible drinking fountains at the Walter Griffin Playground and Deborah 
Sampson Park, $4,112; prepare an update to the town’s open space plan, $10,000; 
and $1.2 million to cover about one quarter of the town's cost of acquiring the 
Horizons for Youth land on Lakeview Street (a mix of Open Space and 
Recreation). This allocation was contingent on the favorable vote on a debt 
exclusion for the town’s borrowing of the remainder of $4.85 million, given in 
January 2007. Of the $24,000 approved for CP planning and administration, 
$7,800 was expended, the remainder returned to the CPC Fund. After 
maximizing debt service, $9,500 in unencumbered CPC funds remained at the 
end of FY07. 


At the May 2007 Annual Meeting, the Committee recommended funding its 
FY08 administrative and planning budget at $30,000, approximately the 5% level 
permitted by law; recommended $100,000 toward the $140,000 exterior 
restoration project at the town's historic (1888) water pumping station, now the 
Water Department's administrative offices; but could not approve several 
recreation department requests because the current wording of the law does not 
include “restoration”. The Sharon School Department submitted a request for 
matching funds on behalf of a citizens group affiliated with the Heights PTO for a 
playground upgrade project on school grounds with the objective of developing a 
major neighborhood park facility for public use at all times when school is not in 
session. The CPC recommended and the town voted $40,000 to match funds 
raised privately. The goal was achieved in the November. Early action on a 
$25,000 grant request for a survey of historic properties for the Historic 
Commission resulted in a state grant award of $15,000. 


In May 2006, the Massapoag Brook Neighborhood Association submitted a 
project to acquire for open space purposes 11.1 acres of land including 4 acres of 
wetlands, part of a 40B Comprehensive Permit development for 28-32 dwelling 
units proposed for land surrounded by 22 dwellings on Billings Street, Robs 
Lane, Glenview and Glendale Roads. The initial proposal, requesting CPC funds 
of $1,000,000, failed a majority vote of the Committee. In 2007 the applicants 
proposed adding a three-bedroom house on a half-acre lot at 9 Glenview Road to 
be sold as affordable housing by the Sharon Housing Partnership. The project 
advocates also obtained promises from private parties to purchase two 4 acre lots 
on a portion of the land and resubmitted the request for 10.1 acres at a somewhat 
reduced price. A first positive majority (4-3) vote occurred in March. Since the 
CPA law prohibits municipalities from purchasing real estate in excess of the fair 
value, an appraisal was obtained. A second vote was scheduled for April, but the 
value of the land dropped when the Comprehensive Permit was denied as the 
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town had reached compliance with its Housing Production Plan. A revised 
appraisal was obtained refiguring a total value in excess of $750,000. 
Accordingly, on April 26, the CPC then voted 4-3 to purchase the 9 Glenview 
Road property for $250,000, to be transferred to the Housing Partnership, and 
$500,000 toward the purchase of a 10.1 acre parcel (154A Billings). A 10-year 
term borrowing was approved at the May Town Meeting. A final agreement 
reached outside of the CPC in August met the landowner’s $770,000 price for a 
10.6 acre parcel using an additional $120,000 from the Conservation 
Commission's Land Preservation Donation Account and supplemental private 
funds totaling $150,000. Funds remaining after resale of the house by the 
Housing Partnership will be applied toward further affordable housing programs. 


Certain other FY 08 projects, including requests from school and recreation 
departments, were not acted upon over concern that eligibility criteria were not 
met. A move at the state level to broaden the definition of recreation funds to 
allow for restoration is supported by the CP Coalition and the regional planning 
agencies (MAPC). A proposal to assist in the provision of handicap access at a 
historic church building was submitted and withdrawn. Other projects, a trail / 
sidewalk; a walkway lighting project, a project to restore and preserve town 
records remain under consideration. 


Two committee members resigned effective the end of Town Meeting in May. 
Robert Young, appointee of the Historical Commission, was subsequently 
replaced by Susan Rich; and Allen Garf replaced the at-large appointee of the 
Selectmen, Janet Sargent -Tracy. George Bailey, appointee of the Selectmen 
acting as Park Commissioners, was reappointed in December. 


The Community Preservation Committee welcomes proposals from public 

boards, non-profit groups, and private citizens. We encourage active participation 
and invite public attendance at our meetings. The town’s web site provides 
contact information, a schedule of CPC meetings, proposed agendas in advance of 
the meetings, and minutes of meetings. 


CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the 
world. Indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.” 
Margaret Mead 


Peg Arguimbau, Chair 
Steven Cremer Hank Langstroth 
Janet Dunlap Kathy Roth 
Stephan Glicken Christine Turnbull 
Greg Meister, Conservation Administrator; Irene Nasuti, Clerk 


The business of the Commission in 2007 included holding 23 public hearings. We 
also issued seven Order of Conditions, five Extension Permits, 11 Certificates of 
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Compliance, two Determinations of Applicability, and one Resource Area 
Determination. 


Dealing with large-scale developments took up much of our year. We started off 
by concluding the permit process for the Avalon Bay development (rental 
apartments) off Edge Hill Rd. and Norwood Streets. Discussions and meetings 
were held with the Brickstone Corporation regarding their plans for Rattlesnake 
Hill, known as “Sharon Hills” (senior housing and nursing home). Many meetings 
also involved the plans for the proposed “Sharon Commons Lifestyle Center” 
development by Michael Intoccia and the New York based Congress Group (a 
mall with a condominium component). All of these developers provided the 
opportunity for the Commission to obtain and permanently protect valuable 
acreage at no monetary cost to the town. The actual transfer of land from any of 
these projects 1s not likely until 2008. 


The Commission did come into ownership of property totaling approximately 20 
acres through donation and purchase. A 12-acre parcel in the Cedar Swamp was 
given to us by Dorothy Askenazy, Trustee. 2.14 acres were transferred to us from 
the Hunter’s Ridge development. 6 acres came to the Commission through the 
purchase by the town of the Horizons for Youth Camp. Throughout the year, we 
met to negotiate the protection of other parcels as well. Many of those meetings 
were with the Whitman Homes group regarding the purchase of land between 
Billings Street and Glenview/Glendale Rds. The Town Meeting vote to 
accomplish that was successful, after a long, frustrating process with the 
Community Preservation Committee. Actual transfer will be in early 2008. We 
also met with board members of the Elizabeth Peabody House, owners of Camp 
Gannett, to begin strategies to preserve that acreage and with the owner of 
significant acreage within the Cedar Swamp. 


The Commission enlisted professionals to help assess the condition of the Cedar 
Swamp, behind the flat fields on South Main Street. Site visits were held so that 
members of other town groups could be made aware of this resource and the 
critical state in which it exists. Plans are underway to re-establish the retention 
and filtration capabilities that the swamp provides for the town’s drinking water 


supply. 


The Commission also began the process of updating the town’s Open Space and 
Recreation Master Plan utilizing funding provided by the Community 
Preservation Fund. A group of townspeople was formed per the state guidelines 
and is being led by Commission Chair, Peg Arguimbau. It is hoped that the plan 
will be ready for approval by the summer of 2008. 


The Commission appointed various representatives to other committees: Noah 
Siegel to the Lake Management Committee; Barbara Kramer to the Horizons for 
Youth Re-use Committee; and Peg Arguimbau as representative to the 
Community Preservation Committee. We are grateful for their willingness to 
serve. 
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Each year the Commission is fortunate to have the services of volunteer groups in 
accomplishing projects that might otherwise go undone. This year we had three 
Boy Scout projects that produced two new structures and repaired a damaged 
bridge. TJ Gillen established a new section of trail called the “Beaver Brook 
Trail” and Henry Horne worked on a bridge near the Train Station to cross 
Beaver Brook along an existing trail. Eitan Kenefick from Springfield, but a 
member of a local troop, got the footbridge over the Massapoag Brook, below 
Mann’s Pond Dam, back on sound footings and ready for use. The two Beaver 
Brook projects were given assistance by members of the Sharon Friends of 
Conservation, especially Kurt Buermann. The Commission is indebted to this 
group for the work it does to provide for the townspeople outdoor experiences on 
trails throughout the town and other environmental events during the year. Of 
special note is their annual Environmental Award, presented this year to Cottage 
Street School teacher Shirley Houston — an honor well-deserved. 


The Commission continues to value the support received from residents in its 
efforts to protect the natural resources that sustain our town and contribute to its 
unique character. We are very grateful. 


SHARON CULTURAL COUNCIL 
Kenneth W. Brody, Chair 


The Sharon Cultural Council received approximately $4,000 from the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council for funding grant applications for FY08. This 
was unchanged from last year. We were able to fund 20 of the proposals, mostly 
partially, out of the 33 applications received. I am happy to say that we have the 
largest active membership in quite a number of years-- ten. Since there is no limit 
to the number of members on the council and because members are always 
reaching their limit of years (six) there is always room for more. If you are 
interested, just mention it to the Selectmen's office and they will let you know 
how to apply. 


SHARON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 


Eli Hauser, Chair 
Nancy Fyler, Keevin Geller, Alan Lurie, Rob Maidman, Ben Pinkowitz, Seth 
Ruskin, Jeff Seul, Arnold Wallenstein 
Selectman Bill Heitin, Board of Selectmen representative 
Ben Puritz, Board of Selectmen representative 
Suzi Peck, Board of Health representative 


The Sharon Economic Development Committee held 7 meetings during 2007. 


The Committee focused its primary efforts on coordinating public meetings and 
discussions for rezoning two major parcels in Town, one at South Main and 
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Walpole Streets (Sharon Commons) and the second for Rattlesnake Hill area 
(Sharon Hills). 


A Special Town Meeting was conducted in March 2007 for the Sharon Commons 
rezoning; and a Special Town Meeting was conducted with the spring Town 
Meeting to consider rezoning for Rattlesnake Hill. Both rezoning proposals 
achieved the two-thirds vote required for approval. 


Together, these two projects are expected to 


1. bring in approximately $6.3M gross; and $5.3M net to the Town; 

2. secure about 340 acres in conservation lands, 295 explicitly granted to 
ownership by the Town; 

3. provide additional one-time direct cash contributions to the Town of over 
$10M slated for various Town purposes; 

4. provide the outline for a 40B LIP development at Sharon Commons 
contributing to Sharon’s 10% state-mandated affordable housing requirement. 


Over the summer, the Committee was presented to by the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council on the background and potential of 43D for providing financial 
and technical assistance to Sharon in reinvigorating PO Square. 


A 43D designation allows the Town to 

e apply for a one-time grant up to $100,000 for professional staffing assistance 
or consulting services, and other uses; 

e receive enhanced marketing of the parcel by the state, and technical assistance 
by the regional planning council; 

e obtain priority consideration for state grants, and quasi-public financing and 
training programs; 

e obtain brownfields remediation assistance. 


At the fall Town Meeting, the Committee presented and endorsed passage of a 
43D Priority Development Site designation for the Post Office Square business 
district, which was approved by the required majority. 


SHARON HISTORICAL COMMISSION and 
SHARON HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 


David A. Martin, Chairman 
Brent Gundlah, Vice-Chairman 
Gordon H. Hughes, Secretary 
Shirley A. Schofield 
Susan Rich 
W. Reese Schroeder, Alternate 


This past year the Historical Commission continued to stay very active in the 
preservation and public education of Sharon's historical resources. An inventory 
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survey of historic properties was begun. This was made possible by a state grant 
and was matched in funds by CPA monies. Through a competitive bid process the 
firm of ttl architects out of Portland, Maine, was chosen. They will survey and 
document 130 properties that will be added to the Town and state inventory lists. 
This is the first extensive survey to be completed in Sharon since 1976. 


In May the Doris Annis Park was dedicated at the corner of Beach St. and 
Gunhouse St. For years Doris portrayed the state’s official heroine and Sharon 
resident, Revolutionary War soldier Debra Sampson. 


With the support of the Commission, Scout Russell McAvoy restored the historic 
Drake Cemetery off Mansfield St. We applaud Russel and all who assisted him 
for a job well done. 


The Sharon Historic District Commission continued to work with the Town and 
Frontier Enterprises with the proposed restoration and development of the Wilber 
School, which is located in Historic District III. We also dealt with many other 
issues in our three historic districts. 


An archeological dig was conducted by the state in the Old Post Rd. area of the 
proposed Sharon Commons project. We are still waiting for the final report. 


The Saphire Family was chosen for the annual Sharon Historic Preservation 
Award. For thirty years the Saphires have operated the Saphire Manor and Inn. 
The Manor is the only remaining active inn of many that once welcomed 
multitudes of vacationers to the shores of Lake Massapoag. 


The Commission suffered a great loss when Chairman Robert Young had to 
resign and move to Arizona. Robert worked tirelessly for our board as well as the 
many other Town and civic boards he belonged to. We wish Robert all the best 
out west and thank him for his tremendous service. Though we lost one energetic 
member, we gained another. Susan Rich joined the Commission and quickly 
jumped into the vacated post as our representative to the Community Preservation 
Committee. Susan comes to us with a dedicated passion for historical 
preservation and has already proved to be a great addition. We are still three 
members short of a full board, though, and would welcome any interested parties. 


The Sharon Historical Commission continues its attempt to save our older homes 
and buildings that are disappearing at an alarming rate due to development and 
neglect. As the Town plans and develops for the future, let us not tear down the 
past to get there, but integrate good sound planning along with historical 
preservation to reach a common goal that is the most beneficial for the Town of 
Sharon. 
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HORIZONS FOR YOUTH REUSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Michael Bossin, Chairman, Andrew Nebenzahl, Vice Chairman, Gary Bluestein, 
Secretary, Glenn Allen, Marc Bluestein, Jay Bronstein, Jane Desberg, Larry 
Green, Lauren Hyman, Barbara Kramer, Walter Newman, Diane Pankow, 

Gerry Saphire, Ed Welch 


Establishment of Committee 
The committee was established in the spring of 2007. A mission statement and 
goals were adopted. 


Stabilization of the facilities 

As its first goal the committee embarked on a program to stabilize the buildings 
on site. A complete survey of the facilities was completed and a list of repairs was 
drafted. Estimates for the repair work were developed and the list was prioritized. 
At the November Special Town Meeting the town approved $133,000 to begin 
working on priority items. The repair work is ongoing. 


Short-term use 

The committee believes that the facility can once again function as a camp and 
educational center. The goal is to generate sufficient revenue to cover operating 
costs and provide for ongoing maintenance of the buildings while a long-term 
plan for the site is developed. Preliminary marketing efforts have produced 
several interested tenants who have begun the application process. The first of 
these tenants is expected to begin occupation in March 2008. 


Long-term use 

The committee held informational meetings with six planning firms in order to 
better understand the process of creating a long-term plan for the site. Inquiries to 
identify potential funding sources for the planning process were undertaken. A 
plan for the first phase of the process is under development and will be 
implemented in 2008. 


Conclusion 

The activities of 2007 have created a solid foundation for the committee to 
continue our stated mission: To bring before the citizens of Sharon a thoughtful 
plan for the integration of the Horizons for Youth property into the fabric of our 
community 


SHARON HOUSING AUTHORITY 


Arnold Kublin, Chairman 
Peter Melvin, Vice Chairman 
Edwin Little, Treasurer and State Appointee 
Jack Connors, Assistant Treasurer 
Charlotte Dana, Secretary 
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Jane Desberg, Executive Director 
Jill King, Administrative Assistant 
Jason Fortier, Maintenance Supervisor 
Stephen Eldracher, Maintenance 


The Sharon Housing Authority is dedicated to providing low-income housing to 
the public with preference for residents of Sharon. The Authority provides 
eighty-eight apartments for elderly and disabled citizens at the Hixson Farm Road 
complex, six apartments for families at the former Pleasant Street School, and a 
residential facility on Bay Road which is leased on a long-term basis to the May 
Center. The Authority also has Alternative Housing Vouchers for non-elderly, 
disabled persons. 


The Authority’s funding comes from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 
received its first budget increase in five years. 


The family housing waiting list remains closed. The waiting list has over 100 
applicants with a wait time of ten years. 


During 2007 the Authority continued to work on two modernization projects 
funded by state grants. Both projects involved upgrading the fire safety system at 
26 Hixson Farm Road. The windows and doors were replaced, and the sprinkler 
and ventilation systems are in the process of being upgraded. The Sharon Fire 
Department held fire safety seminars for residents. 


In efforts to reduce soaring utility costs, the authority entered into a 48-month 
agreement with Direct Energy to purchase electricity. 


The Authority replaced the roofs on the older Hixson Farm Road complex using 
Community Preservation Act funds, and the project was completed on time and 
under budget. 


The Authority continued to host Council on Aging events at the Hixson Farm 
Clubhouse. These included a weekly coffee hour, movies, card games, a memoir 
group, Scrabble club, opera appreciation group, and monthly Asian gatherings. 
Most of these activities will move to the newly opened Sharon Adult Center at the 
Community Center. 


The Housing Authority gratefully acknowledges the generosity of many 
organizations in town including the Council on Aging, the Friends of the Council 
on Aging, Sharon Bridge Club, Sharon Community Band, and the Sharon 
Commission on Disabilities. The Sharon Rotary Club painted the hallways at the 
family housing as part of their Community Service Day in March. Thank you also 
to the residents of Sharon for their contributions of books, magazines, and audio 
tapes. 
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The Authority bid a reluctant farewell to Robert Young, who moved out of state. 
During his tenure, Robert was known for his hard work, thoughtful analysis of 
situations, and innovative ideas. Charlotte Dana was elected to fulfill his 
unexpired term. 


SHARON HOUSING PARTNERSHIP 


Jane Desberg, Chairperson 
Susan Saunders, Vice Chairperson 
Mary Tobin, Clerk 
Alan Lury 
Warren Kirshenbaum 


The Sharon Housing Partnership was established by the Board of Selectmen in 
1988 to address the need for affordable housing in Sharon. Twenty years have 
passed and the needs of the Sharon community for affordable housing have 
substantially increased as the price of housing has far outpaced that of the average 
person's income. The mission of the Partnership is to facilitate the creation of 
affordable housing opportunities in Sharon by serving as a liaison between local 
and state government, developers, and the community. The creation of affordable 
housing units, including homeownership opportunities, and the development of 
“aging in place” programs to help ensure that senior citizens are able to remain in 
the community are two primary goals of the Partnership. 


People often assume that affordable housing means "low-income housing" for 
people at or below the poverty level. This is not the case. Affordable housing is 
housing where the total costs of the rent or mortgage plus utilities equal no more 
than 30% of the income for a family earning at or below 80% of the area median 
income (AMI). Sharon is within the Boston metro area. In this area the area 
median income for a family of four is $82,400. HUD has estimated that 
approximately 20% of Sharon’s population is in households with incomes at or 
below the 80% AMI. 


The Housing Partnership was a key player in the development of Sharon's 
Affordable Housing Production Plan. This document describes Sharon’s housing 
needs and outlines a plan to move the town toward the creation of the state- 
mandated 10% affordable housing quota. Significant progress has been made 
toward this goal with the recent approval of the 156-unit Avalon Bay project, 
affording the town a two-year reprieve from having to permit other 40B projects. 
In the case of Avalon Bay all of the units will count toward the 10% affordable 
housing quota, including those that are priced at market rates. Because of the size 
of these one- and two-bedroom rental units most of the tenants will be singles or 
couples and not families. Twenty-five percent of these units will be affordable. 
The Housing Partnership worked with the developer to ensure that these units will 
remain affordable in perpetuity at fair rental rates. The Partnership is also 
responsible for ensuring that these and all other affordable units are rented to 
eligible applicants through a housing lottery process. With the needs of the 
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Sharon community in mind, the group established local preference criteria to be 
utilized in all housing lotteries as affordable units become available. These 
criteria require that preference be given to town residents and to those who work 
for the town. 


While projects such as Avalon Bay and other large-scale rental developments will 
move the town forward toward its goal of 10% affordability, the Housing 
Partnership's mission is also to help develop affordable homeownership 
opportunities for town residents and town employees. Affordable homeownership 
opportunities in Sharon are extremely limited. Information recently presented by 
a consultant hired by the town's Community Preservation Committee showed that 
no units in Sharon were sold for less than $250,000 in the last 12 months and that 
the median cost of a single-family home in 2007 was $435,000. In fact, at 
present there is only one home on the town's affordable inventory that provides an 
ownership opportunity. The Housing Partnership worked with the Community 
Preservation Committee and the Massapoag Brook Neighborhood Association to 
acquire an existing home on Glenview Road. This project, funded by both 
Community Preservation Act (CPA) funds and the donations of a neighborhood 
community group, will provide an affordable home ownership opportunity for a 
family. 


Last year, the Housing Partnership advocated for the creation of an independent 
Sharon Affordable Housing Trust. The Trust will act as a vehicle for collecting 
grants, matching funds, real property, and contributions to be used exclusively for 
the creation of affordable housing. The Partnership also successfully brought a 
Home Rule Petition article before Town Meeting to increase the asset limit for 
affordable housing eligibility for residents over 55 years of age from $200,000 to 
$400,000. Many older residents in Sharon and throughout Massachusetts can no 
longer afford the cost of their homes but have built up equity that precludes them 
from being eligible for affordable housing. This bill is currently before the 
Housing Committee of the Massachusetts Legislature. 


There are several programs that the Partnership is considering to increase the 
availability of affordable homes in Sharon. One approach would be to provide 
funds for an “aging in place” program for eligible senior citizens. This program 
would be particularly suited to seniors on fixed incomes who want to remain in 
the community but are financially limited. Other options to increase the number 
of affordable homes include the purchase of moderately priced units for rehab and 
resale as affordable working with a non-profit housing program such as Habitat 
for Humanity. Some local towns have utilized creative approaches that have 
accessed both public and private funding sources to build affordable housing. In 
other communities conservation and affordable housing groups have worked 
cooperatively to acquire land designated for both open space and affordable 
housing uses. The Partnership hopes to continue to work closely with 
neighborhoods, residents, town boards, and developers toward meeting the 
housing needs of the Sharon community in an open and inclusive process. 
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In July the committee bid farewell to Robert Young, who moved out of state. 
During his tenure, Robert was known for his hard work, thoughtful analysis of 
situations, and innovative ideas. 


LAKE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 


Cliff Towner, Chairman 
Mike Baglino, Vice-Chairman 
Dr. Ira Segal 
Mark Altebet 
Dr. David Deitz 
Mike Goldstein 


The Lake Management Committee welcomed a new member, Dr. Ira Segal, who 
fills the seat of long-time member Amanda Sloan. Living on the Lakeshore, he 
has a vested interest in preserving Lake Massapoag. 


During our annual weed survey, Fanwort was discovered in the South Cove. 
After verification, a request was made to the Sharon Finance Committee for a 
reserve fund transfer. With the Finance Committee’s support, a contract has been 
signed and the Fanwort removal will commence in June. 


Water quality remains good but there is no longer enough water to manage the 
Lake properly; each year with above average rainfall the Lake level drops 18 to 
20 inches. Massachusetts Wildlife continues to give us extra fish that cannot be 
stocked in polluted Lakes. 


The committee commends Greg Meister, the Lake manager, for the balancing act 
that he performs each summer keeping our Lake clean. 


LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE (LEPC) 


Chief Dennis Mann, Chair 
Sheila Miller, Secretary 


The LEPC conducted three meetings attended by representatives from the 
municipality, state, and local community groups. Attendance and input from 
all members of the committee ensure that effective communication and 
responsibilities are determined pre-event. An event can include acts of nature, 
power outage, train derailment, bioterrorism or pandemic influenza outbreak. 


A few accomplishments are as follows: updating the 911 disability list, continuing 
various programs (Vial of Life, house numbering, etc.) and working with MEMA to 
complete the web-based CEMP (Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan). 
LEPC members participated in a Regional Pandemic Influenza Table Top Exercise 
at Caritas Norwood Hospital and a Mass Department of Public Health COOP 
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(Continuation of Operations Procedure) workshop held at Salvation Army’s 
Hillcrest Lodge. Through a Region 4A grant, a mobile storage trailer and 
items/signage to equip both (EDS) Emergency Dispensing Sites were purchased. 


The Sharon LEPC has become part of a Regional Emergency Planning Committee 
(REPC) and it has attained Provisional Status. 


MASSACHUSETTS BAY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
George Bailey, Advisory Board Representative 


The MBTA Advisory Board is an independent body representing the 175 cities 
and towns served by the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority established 
under MGL Chapter 161A. Its small staff assists the Board in reviewing and 
approving the annual budget and the PMT (Program for Mass Transit). It also 
reviews and comments on the T's Capital Improvement Plan. 


The Sharon designee attended 22 MBTA-related meetings including three 
business meetings of the full board, Capital Improvement Program, Finance 
Committee, and as board representative to the MBTA Bicycle Committee and 
Transit Works, a non-profit group sponsored by the Greater Boston Chamber of 
Commerce through its affiliate, A Better City, and operating with a grant from the 
MBTA. We continue to serve as Chair of the Commuter Rail Committee. 


e An approximately 25% fare increase becomes effective January Ist, the result 
of continued financial straits the T has confronted due to greatly reduced sales 
tax receipts. 


e The automated fare system went into effect station by station, line by line, and 
considering the complexities involved, was quite well executed. The media: 
“Charley Ticket”, allowing a single ride, and “Charlie Cards”, a permanent 
stored value card that also saves cost per ride on subway and buses, providing 
free transfer between modes, are now totally operative. Half-fare travelers 
must have a photo ID card and enter at the handicap gate at each station. 
Commuter Rail tickets (monthly, 12-ride, and one-way) have not changed; a 
system for more automated fare is expected to be announced before the end of 
2008. 


e Sharon station's inaccessibility for wheelchairs, baby carriages, heavy 
luggage, etc. should be over soon. The current Capital Improvement Program 
includes two 55-foot platforms with ramps and stairs for Sharon; installation 
was expected last summer but was an apparent victim of the funding shortfall. 


e The height of the lowest step on the rail passenger cars above the west 
platform (outbound) track is a problem that has plagued users at Sharon 
station ever since high-speed rail track reconfiguration. A local initiative to 
seek solutions should begin in 2008. 


e The FY08 assessment will be $346,436. Under amendments to C161A, certain 
towns, Sharon included, may use all or part of these funds for local transit 
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service supplied by a nearby Regional Transit Authority (other than the 
MBTA). Discussions are ongoing. 


The Massachusetts Bay Commuter Rail Co., under pressure to adhere to 
schedules, has released its on-time percentages for December 2007 that show 
improvement on nearly every line at South Station, where delays were worst in 
fall 2007. There, only the Franklin line failed to improve, and local service via 
Fairmont worsening as well. 


However, north-side lines all worsened in the month of December, meaning the 
MBCR showed a meager improvement systemwide. Officials blamed the poor 
North Station performance on a Dec. 21 barge collision with the bridge over 
Beverly Harbor, and inclement weather mid-month. 


Service from both sides of the city was still far short of the Commuter Rail 
operator's 95 % on-time goal. 


Systemwide problems persisted due to the failure of state to grant relief from debt 
service on the $2.3 billion of Commonwealth debt that was left on the MBTA 
books at the time of the enactment of “Forward Funding” in 2000. Legislation has 
been regularly filed to return management rights, apply state employee health 
insurance mandates, and extend the retirement age beyond the current 23 years 
but has lacked executive and legislative support. Without enactment the MBTA 
has been unable to meet its objectives of maintaining the system in a state of good 
repair and continue a careful and effective program of maintaining good 
equipment and replacing obsolescent rolling stock. 


METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING COUNCIL 
George Bailey, Representative 


Report of the Representative to the Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
George Bailey 


During 2007 the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), continued 
promoting Interlocal cooperation and in the key area of transportation, working to 
improve the allocation of state and federal funds for road, bridge and transit 
projects, and conducted planning and research projects involving water, sewage, 
land use and zoning, housing and economic development. Special studies are 
funded by grants, contracts with municipal and state agencies. Less than a quarter 
of the finances come from the local per capita assessment. Sharon's FY07 
assessment is $4,982. 


MAPC's also directly influences the 101 cities and towns in the region by its 
reviews of projects subject to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act 
(MEPA) examining them with respect to regional impact on traffic, environment, 
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housing as well as economic development. Sharon Commons received such an 
intensive examination in the Fall. 


The Council’s attention to legislation of significance to the region has been 
increasingly effective: opposing elimination of Turnpike tolls in the interest of 
supporting highway costs from user fees; working to obtain a workable Expedited 
permitting law; supporting Chapter 40R zoning and emphasizing Transit Oriented 
Development with the Smart Growth Coalition (six leading nonprofit 
organizations in environmental advocacy and law, fair housing advocacy, and 
equity); and working to amend the Community Preservation Act to allow 
Recreation facilities to be rehabilitated. MAPC, recognizing the importance of 
stemming the spiraling healthcare costs, worked with communities seeking 
implementation of the state system of financing employee health insurance. 


In small ways MAPC helped Sharon by advice and guidance on the adoption of 
Chapter 43D, (Expedited Permitting Law) for possible development in the town 
center; advice to the Selectmen and Housing Partnership on means of 
encouraging and financing affordable housing; and facilitating the purchase of 
eleven new bike racks for public facilities around the town — the entire purchase 
cost of which will be re1mbursed following installation. 


MetroFuture, the twenty year regional plan mandated by state law, is nearing 
completion. The final meeting in the Spring (a Boston College Seminar) 
summarized the ideas and views of the nearly 5000 residents of the region and 
received a near unanimous vote of support. 


The subregional Three Rivers Interlocal Committee (TRIC) focused continued to 
deal with significant developments such as Westwood Station, a combination of 
upscale retail and apartment community organized around Smart Growth 
principles, and Legacy Place, a smaller but significant project in Dedham near the 
intersection of Route 95 and old Route 1, reconstruction of the interchange 
between “1287”, I-93, and I-95 South. In the meantime Sharon's own Multiple 
Use project, Sharon Commons, is expected to provide easier access to a variety of 
retail options. 





Sharon was represented at 32 meetings including 3 full Council meetings, 
monthly Executive, Subregional, President's Finance, Legislative, and 
MetroFuture Steering Committees. 


NORFOLK COUNTY MOSQUITO CONTROL PROJECT 


John J. Smith, Director 


The operational program of the Project integrates all proven technologies into an 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) system of mosquito control and vector 
management that is rational, environmentally sensitive, and cost-effective. 


All mosquito eggs need water to hatch and to sustain larval growth. 
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Water Management Activities: An important component of our IPM approach 
is the management of shallow, standing, stagnant water, and the maintenance of 
existing flow systems, which if neglected can contribute to mosquito breeding. In 
addition to normal drainage system maintenance, Project personnel advised 
residents on removal of water-holding artificial containers on their property for 
the purpose of eliminating potential West Nile virus mosquito breeding habitat. 


Drainage ditches checked/cleaned 16,710 
feet 

Culverts checked /cleaned 59 
culverts 


Larval Control: Treatment of mosquito larvae during aquatic development is the 
next most effective control effort. The products used during these applications 
were Bti and Methoprene. 


Aerial larvicide applications 796 acres 
Larval control using briquette and granular applications 68.92 acres 
Rain basin treatments using briquettes (West Nile virus control) 1,166 
basins 


Adult Control: The suppression of flying adult mosquitoes becomes necessary 
when they are numerous, annoying, and/or threaten public health. The product 
used during these applications was Sumithrin. 


Adult control aerosol applications from trucks 6,056 acres 


Surveillance: Surveys, inspections, and monitoring in support of our program 
include GIS mapping of breeding areas, larval and adult collections, and 
fieldwork evaluations leading to better water management. West Nile virus and 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis have been active in Norfolk County over the past 
several years, which has resulted in an expansion of the surveillance program in 
collaboration with the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH), State 
Laboratory Institute. MDPH has requested that the Norfolk County Mosquito 
Control Project expand mosquito surveillance across the county for the purpose of 
detecting viruses in collected mosquitoes as an early warning system for the 
residents of the county. Considerable manpower has been reallocated to these 
efforts, which is not reflected in this report. 


PLANNING BOARDEIi Hauser, Chair 
Arnold Cohen, Vice Chair 
Susan Price, Clerk 


Amanda Sloan 
Paul Lauenstein 
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Peter O’Cain, P.E., Town Engineer, Consultant 
Rachelle Levitts, Administrative Assistant 


The Planning Board met 19 times in public session and held five public hearings 
(2/28 - South Main Street Rezoning for Sharon Commons, 4/25 -Tree removal, 
5/2 - Rezoning of Rattlesnake Hill properties to allow a Senior Living Overlay 
District, 10/17 - November warrant articles, and 10/31 - Citizen Petition Articles 
as pertaining to Brickstone). One subdivision plan was submitted and a decision 
rendered, which was Eisenhower Drive Extension. Seventeen Form A Plans 
(Approval Not Required), several sign approvals, and subdivision sureties were 
submitted and acted upon. 


Additional business included acceptance, reduction, and substitution of sureties 
on subdivisions approved in earlier years; meetings with various developers 
presenting sketch plans for subdivision guidance; and addressing numerous other 
concerns in various subdivisions. Included in the recent review was the proposal 
by Sharon Hills to create a sales office on South Main Street in the former site of 
Sharon Mart. 


The Board devoted many hours to potential modifications of the Town’s Zoning 
Bylaws, particularly the issues of Inclusionary Housing and Lot Shape, Technical 
Corrections to Business D Bylaw, Free Standing Signs, the Drive-Thru 
Amendment, and the Senior Living Overlay District. The proposed Inclusionary 
Housing Bylaw, by requiring new developments to include an affordable 
component, would extend our strategy for restoring and maintaining local control 
over housing development in Sharon. This proposed article was not presented to 
Town Meeting for a vote; work is continuing to present this bylaw in the spring 
2008 Town Meeting. Thanks are extended to Paul Lauenstein for his tireless work 
along with Tom Houston in preparing this article. The Lot Shape Bylaw was 
approved at the fall Town Meeting. Congratulations to Susan Price and Amanda 
Sloan for their initiative and hard work. 


The Board expresses its appreciation to the other Town Boards, Town employees, 
and those citizens who have assisted us during the year. We acknowledge the 
presentations provided by Mass Development as relates to the new 43D law and 
to Jennifer Goldson representing the Community Preservation Committee in a 
presentation of community preservation activities. Our thanks are extended to 
Alice Cheyer and Jane Desberg for their assistance on the Inclusionary Housing 
Bylaw. Significant mention must be made regarding the invaluable contributions 
to the Board of the Town Engineer, Peter O’Cain. 


SOUTH NORFOLK COUNTY ASSOCIATION 
FOR RETARDED CITIZENS, INC. 


William F. Abel, Ph.D., President * http://www.sncarc.org 
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With funding through the Sharon School Department, the South Norfolk County 
Association for Retarded Citizens (SNCARC) provides and supports services to 
citizens of Sharon who are disabled by mental retardation or other developmental 
disabilities. SNCARC 1s a private, non-profit membership-based organization 
founded in 1954 by local parents. For more than half a century SNCARC has 
been, and continues to be, governed by the family members of the individuals we 
serve. It is a testament to the good works we perform that the Town of Sharon, 
along with the other eleven towns we serve, continues to provide the vital funding 
support as it has done for over 30 years. 


Our mission is, "To advocate for and provide supports and services to people 
disabled by mental retardation and other developmental disabilities and to their 
families." 


Supports and services provided by SNCARC to the citizens of Sharon include: 


Family Support and Respite Care 

SNCARC provides temporary in-home or out-of-home professional care and 
training for children and adults with mental retardation or other developmental 
disabilities on a planned or emergency basis. It operates after-school and school 
vacation week programs for children, provides a wide range of support groups for 
families and operates a resource center for parents and professionals at our home 
facility in Westwood. 


Family Autism Center 

The SNCARC Family Autism Center implements high quality programs, 
services and environments for all persons with an Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
This program provides individuals with autism, their families and the general 
community with information and referral services, educational services, parent 
and sibling support groups and a resource library with Internet access. 


Autism and Law Enforcement Education Coalition (ALEC) 

ALEC is a collaboration of the Family Autism Center with the office of Norfolk 
County District Attorney, William R. Keating and local fire and police precincts. 
ALEC training helps foster a deeper understanding of ASD among public safety 
and law enforcement personnel. Training is available for police officers, 
emergency room personnel and firefighters, using curriculum and videos specific 
to each group. Presenters are first responders with direct knowledge of ASD 
through a family member. 


Social-Recreational Programs 

SNCARC provides special after-school and evening education classes, sports 
activities, social clubs and events, and special summer programs for individuals 
with mental retardation. A principal component of these programs is one-to-one 
volunteer friendships (citizen advocacy). 
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Advocacy 

SNCARC provides specialized education, information and referral services, 
social support, as well as legal, financial and other consultation support. This 
program also provides self-advocacy training to individuals and advocacy support 
to families with members who are disabled by mental retardation or other 
developmental disabilities. 


Clinical Resource Program: 

SNCARC provides behavioral and other psychological counseling and psychiatric 
services for children and adults with mental retardation and other developmental 
disabilities and their families. 


Residential Management 
SNCARC provides Residential Management Services for residential homes and 
apartments housing individuals with mental retardation. 


Day Habilitation Program 

SNCARC provides educational and therapeutic services for adults with severe 
and multiple developmental disabilities. The program works to help individuals 
improve their communication skills, physical well-being, domestic and self-care 
skills, community living skills and social skills. This program includes a 
component for individuals who are elderly and disabled by mental retardation. Its 
primary objective is to enable these individuals to continue to maintain their 
functional and social skills and to meaningfully participate in the life of their 
community. 


Services supported by SNCARC through its affiliate Lifeworks: 


Vocational Training and Job Placement Programs 

Lifeworks Employment Services provides vocational rehabilitation for mentally 
retarded persons age 18 and over. These services include vocational evaluation, 
work adjustment training, sheltered employment, transitional or supported 
employment and competitive job placement and follow-up support. 


Residential Programs 

Lifeworks Residential Programs provides home-like environments and 
supervision, care and training in independent living skills, functional academics 
and social skills. These programs include community residences and supervised 
apartments (both with 24-hour staffing) and cooperative apartments (with staff 
assistance less than 24 hours per day). 


Sharon residents who wish to visit or learn more about our programs or who wish 


to request services for someone disabled by mental retardation or other 
developmental disability should contact us at (781) 762-4001. 
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SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 


Mindy Kempner, School Committee Member 
The Southeastern Regional School District offers twenty-six vocational/technical 
training programs at its four-year high school and full-year post-secondary 
program at its Technical Institute. On October 1, 2006, there were 1,190 students 
enrolled in the high school and 132 adults enrolled in the day program, and over 
300 attended the many evening programs. There are 11 students attending from 
Sharon. 


High School 

The Southeastern Regional High School offers twenty-one vocational-technical 
programs for the high school students who attend the school from Brockton, East 
Bridgewater, Easton, Foxborough, Mansfield, Norton, Sharon, Stoughton, and 
West Bridgewater. The school’s mission is to unite our learning community by 
teaching and developing the skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary to lead 
lives of responsibility and achievement. 


Southeastern Regional High School graduated 239 students last June and had 98 
% of the seniors pass the state-required MCAS test. The Class of 2007 graduates 
had 98 % placement in full-time jobs, the military, or post-secondary education. 


Southeastern academics have continued to be strengthened over the past year. 
Tenth-grade MCAS scores in mathematics went up 6 %, and English scores have 
risen as well. Southeastern sent their first teacher to advanced placement training 
in order to plan for AP Literature and Composition. Additionally, physics was 
added as a science class for seniors, and junior/senior remediation courses were 
added for students who have not yet passed MCAS. In terms of curriculum, 
Southeastern has further developed district-level common assessments across 
content areas and continues to focus on using data to revise curriculum and 
provide individual student support. 


The school has a new web site (www.sersd.org) and is proud of the technology 
available to the students and faculty. The current student to computer ratio is 
1.4:1. The school is also proud of the many SmartBoards which are available in 
the classroom to facilitate teaching our students by captivating their attention. 


The Program Advisory Committees, composed of industry representatives, 
parents, and students, met in the fall and spring to discuss and provide 
recommendations to assist the high school and Technical Institute to stay current 
with technology and other progress in their fields. 


Southeastern Regional, like other district high schools, offers a wide range of 
interscholastic sports programs at all levels for boys and girls and competes in the 
Mayflower League. In the fall of 2006, one of our students won the State 
Vocational Cross Country Championship and then competed and placed in the top 
50 of the nation in the Junior Olympics held in Oregon. The boys basketball team 
was the Boys Mayflower League undefeated champion with a 16—0 record and 
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lost the South Sectional Championship game to the defending state champion. 
The school began a lacrosse club team last year and plans to have a varsity 
lacrosse team competing in this year’s Massachusetts Vocational Lacrosse 
League. 


Tech Prep, a program designed to provide students with a wide variety of 
activities and opportunities to explore post-secondary educational options as well 
as career opportunities, had over 200 participants. They participated in such 
varied activities as career and college workshops, college placement testing and 
admissions counseling, leadership training, college and business tours and 
summer technology camp. Many students completed college courses after school 
through programs at Massasoit Community College and Bristol Community 
College as well as during the summer. Southeastern students matriculating at 
post-secondary institutions were also eligible for articulated credit. Tech Prep’s 
initiatives, open to all registered students with good academic and behavioral 
records at Southeastern, seek to encourage students to make choices academically 
and in their vocational programs that will lead to successful college and career 
experiences. 


There are also many extracurricular activities such as clubs, community service 
programs, and the traditional honor societies to assist students in our nine 
communities to develop mind and body. Several Southeastern students medaled 
in the Massachusetts SkillsUSA district and state competitions. The SkillsUSA 
state president is a student at Southeastern. 


Technical Institute 

Southeastern Technical Institute, the adult and community educational component 
of the Southeastern Regional School District, provides five full-time day diploma 
programs, five part-time diploma and certificate programs, and three semesters of 
evening school classes each year to the southeast communities. STI serves over 
132 adults in the day programs and over 300 adults in the evening programs. The 
school’s mission is to provide adults with the education and skills for gainful, 
meaningful employment. To accomplish this, STI is constantly investigating 
new and emerging career paths, working with community agencies and employers 
to define the skills needed for employment in a career field with employment 
potential, advancement, and growth. 


The evening school has classes scheduled Monday through Thursday. We 
continue to recruit new evening school teachers and look for new programs. 
Classes range from one-night seminars to two and three night per week courses. 
Last year, we again offered computer courses for the senior citizens of the district. 


Two new programs were developed in 2006 and are now in the implementation 
phase. The Massage Therapy program began in October with seven students. 
The program met three nights per week and some Saturdays. The first class 
graduated in late June 2007. Also, a Health Claims Specialist program is being 
developed with introductory classes in Medical Terminology, Anatomy and 
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Physiology, and Introduction to Medical Coding offered in the evening school 
program brochure. 


Southeastern Technical Institute also worked closely with area businesses 
offering customized training to meet the needs of area companies in machine 
technology, CNC, electrical and plumbing apprenticeship classes, electronics, and 
HVAC. More and more companies are recognizing the valuable resources of the 
expert teaching staff and facilities available at STI. 


Southeastern has also partnered with community agencies such as CareerWorks, 
Pine Street Inn, Mass Rehab, Displaced Homemakers, Department of 
Employment and Training, and the Workforce Investment Board offering 
educational programs in machine technology, carpentry, plumbing, and HVAC. 


Southeastern students and staff have completed thousands of hours in community 
service as part of their educational experience. The Practical Nursing programs, 
both day and evening, Dental Assisting, Medical Assisting, Administrative Office 
Technology, and Massage Therapy all have internships/clinical experiences as 
part of the curriculum requirement for graduation. 


Southeastern Technical Institute is developing a new image campaign and logo. 
We are now STI, with a new blue-and-white logo and our slogans, “How Much 
Are You Worth?” and “Your Career Begins Today”. The STI logo and slogans 
are featured in all our ads, publications, and our new web site (ti.sersd.org). 


The 2006-2007 school year brought much recognition to STI. The school year 
began with a national accrediting team from the American Dental Association 
Commission on Dental Accreditation evaluating the Dental Assisting program 
and gave the program a perfect score and recertified the program for ten years. In 
June a Dental Assisting student, Beverly Hutchins, was chosen as the Post- 
Secondary Student of the Year for the state of Massachusetts. 


SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL SERVICES GROUP 


The Southeastern Regional Services Group (SERSG) was initiated in 1993 with a 
mission “to serve as a catalyst and implementer for member communities that 
desire to act jointly to solve governmental problems or to deliver services to their 
citizens more effectively or efficiently.” 


The eighteen member communities of SERSG benefit from shared administrative 
services provided by a regional administrator. Lara Thomas has served as 
regional administrator of SERSG since 2004. SERSG’s work is supported by 
dues from the member communities, and dues have remained at the same level 
since 2003. 
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Annual procurements designed to save municipalities time and money are a major 
part of SERSG’s services. Cooperative procurements for Paper, Office Supplies, 
and DPW Supplies and Water and Sewer Treatment Chemicals were held in the 
spring of 2007 and for DPW Services in the fall of 2007. 


Sharon was able to realize savings of more than $350,000 off list prices for office 
supplies for FY07 through the SERSG Office Supplies Contract. 


Additionally, the town pays just $44.60 per ton for hot mix and $53.00 per ton for 
in-place bituminous concrete (paving services), whereas the state contract price is 
$50-$52 per ton for just the asphalt. Sharon also plays only $9.74 per ton for 
washed sand for snow and ice removal compared to between $16.45 and $21.19 
per ton for the state contract. Based on estimated quantities for hot mix and sand 
alone, Sharon is saving more than $20,000 per year through the SERSG DPW 
contracts. 


This year Ms. Thomas was invited to present before a meeting of the 
Commonwealth’s Municipal Cabinet in Hyannis in October. Lieutenant Governor 
Tim Murray, Division of Local Services Director Bob Nunes, and other cabinet 
members from key agencies serving the needs of municipal government were 
interested in SERSG’s work, particularly as they initiate conversations about 
possible regionalization efforts. 


Construction on the Aquaria Pipeline Project began in 2007, and Ms. Thomas’ 
role on the project became one of overseeing the work of the Community 
Relations Consultant and the Construction Supervisor hired by the Pipeline 
Committee. Significant work was completed in Taunton, West Bridgewater, and 
Easton, and construction should be complete in spring of 2008. 


Finally, monthly meetings of the Board of Directors and the Highway 
Superintendents continued to provide valuable opportunities for representatives 
from member communities to share concerns and receive ideas and feedback 
about a wide variety of issues affecting municipalities. 


SHARON STANDING BUILDING COMMITTEE 


Gordon Gladstone, Chair 
Deborah Benjamin, Vice Chair 
Maureen Doherty, Project Manager 
Frederick Clay, William Croteau, Gina Maniscalco, Rick Rice, 
Richard Slater, Colleen Tuck, Greg Waugh, Joel Wolk 


In November 2007, the SSBC finished the renovation of the Community Center 
and turned the building over to the Board of Selectmen. The renovated building 
is one of which the entire town can be pleased. While retaining the character and 
appearance of the exterior, the interior has been completely replaced. Those 
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residents who remember what the old building looked like will be amazed at its 
transformation. 


With the completion of the Community Center, the SSBC, since its inception, will 
have completed approximately $40 million of construction. Each of the projects 
undertaken was successfully completed, and they were cumulatively under 
budget, an achievement of which we are all proud. 


The SSBC continues the process of finalizing its relationship with the general 
contractor of East Elementary and its relationship with the architectural firm on 
both the Cottage Street School and East Elementary. 


VETERANS’ SERVICES 


Paul R. Bergeron, Director 


The Town of Sharon Veterans’ Service Office provides assistance, guidance, and 
advocacy for Sharon veterans and their families. The office is independent of the 
United States Government Veterans Administration. 


Financial aid and counsel were given by the Veterans’ Agent to Sharon resident 
veterans who had a need and met the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ 
guidelines. Arrangements were made with other agencies for those who did not 
meet the state criteria. 


Veterans and/or their family members were provided Veterans’ Services 
consisting of information, referral, and advice as well as aid in preparation of 
applications for veterans’ entitlements. The service was oriented toward the goal 
of obtaining veterans’ benefits offered by the state or federal government. The 
applications consisted of one or a combination of entitlements related to medical 
care, disability, hospitalization, insurance, burial allowance, grave markers, 
educational opportunities, home loans, pensions, correction of military records, 
and other veterans’ benefits. 


The Veterans’ Advisory column in the Sharon Advocate was published on a 
limited basis. The purpose of the articles was to inform veterans and the 
community of veterans’ issues and activities. 


Memorial Day activities were held the Sunday prior to Memorial Day and will 
continue to be held on that day in the future. The activities consisted of a grave 
site service held at Rock Ridge Cemetery and a civic ceremony conducted in front 
of the Town Hall. 


Prior to the civic ceremony, there was a short parade. At the Town Hall, a student 
from each of the elementary schools read their essay about Memorial Day. 
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Honor Guards from each of the Sharon, Walpole, and Canton veterans’ 
organizations participated in the Town ceremonies as well as the service 
conducted at Sharon Memorial Park for deceased veterans on the Sunday prior to 
Memorial Day. Honor guards from the Sharon American Legion and the Sharon 
Veterans of Foreign Wars posts also participated in one of the Memorial Day 
ceremonies held in Canton, Foxborough, and Walpole. 


A Flag Day Ceremony and Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag were 
done the evening of June 14, 2007, at the Sharon Memorial Beach. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited at 7:00 p.m. E.S.T., which is the time designated to have a 
national observance. Communities are encouraged to hold their ceremonies in 
conjunction with the program done at Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Md. The Boy 
Scouts from Troop 95 participated in the ceremony by raising the United States 
Flag at the beginning of the program and lowering it as part of the closing. 
Patriotic music was played by students of the Middle School. In addition, singers 
from the Sharon High School sang selected patriotic songs. Dr. Barbara Dunham, 
Superintendent of Schools, and Mr. Jose Libano, Principal of Sharon High 
School, spoke on behalf of the School Department and students. 


A Veterans Day Ceremony and Program were conducted Sunday morning, 
November 11, 2007, on the grounds of the Sharon American Legion Post #106. 
Color guards from each of the veterans posts and auxiliaries participated. The 
recently formed Sharon American Veterans Post 222 was included in the 
program. Walter “Joe” Roach, representing the Board of Selectmen, addressed 
those assembled. The Commander of each Post also spoke. The Commanders 
were Ted O’Malley, American Legion; James Mclsaac, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars; Milton Kline, Jewish War Veterans; and Mathew Sweeney, American 
Veterans. Prayers were offered by Patty Fifield, American Legion Auxiliary, and 
Clifford Smith, Sons of the American Legion. Music was provided by the Sharon 
Community Band. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts were in attendance. 


The Sharon Community Band held a concert entitled “Salute to Veterans” the 
afternoon of November 11, 2007, at the Sharon High School Auditorium. Many 
patriotic songs were included in the concert which was free to veterans attending. 


The Sharon Historical Society brought a display of military-related items to the 
High School for view by those attending the Veterans Day concert. 


The following are the known personnel designated Sharon citizens serving on 
active duty with one of the branches of the United States Military in the year 
2007. 


Lieutenant Colonel Peter Badoian U.S. Army 
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Blansfield U.S.Army 
Lieutenant Amanda de Martin U.S. Navy 

Major Francis Doiron U.S. Air Force 

Captain Michael Grahn U.S. Air Force 

P.F.C. Erin Louise MclIsaac U.S. Army 
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Colonel Gregory Stoute U.S. Army 

Chief Warrant Officer Samantha Taber U.S. Army 
Lance Corporal Thomas VanPelt U.S. Marine Corps 
Major Donald Williams U.S. Army 

Commander William Wooten 


Family members are reminded that we do not receive a listing of active duty 
personnel from the Department of Defense. 


VETERANS’ GRAVES 
Paul R. Bergeron, Veterans’ Graves Officer 


Veterans’ grave sites were visited during the year. For Memorial Day a flower 
plant was placed at veterans’ grave sites. Throughout the year a small United 
States Flag was flown over each veteran’s grave located at the Rock Ridge and 
Town of Sharon cemeteries. 


Maintenance of the various Town of Sharon cemetery grounds was the 
responsibility of the Sharon Department of Public Works. The Rock Ridge 
Cemetery was maintained by the grounds staff of the Rock Ridge Cemetery 
Association. 


The placement of flowers and replacement of the United States Flags was 
accomplished by volunteers from the Sharon American Legion, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, American Legion Auxiliary, Ladies Auxiliary of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Sons of the American Legion, and Girl and Boy Scouts. Various 
individuals who were not veterans also participated. 


The Sharon Jewish War Veterans coordinated with the Sharon Memorial 
Cemetery staff for placement of United States Flags at the veterans’ grave sites in 
that cemetery for Memorial Day. 


WATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


David Crosby, Chairman 
Len Sekuler, Vice Chairman 
Robert McGregor, Secretary 
Members: Paul Lauenstein, David Ferestien, David Hearne, 
Mike Sherman, Jack Sulik, Bob Weeks 


The WMAC advises the Board of Selectmen on issues concerning Sharon’s water 


supply. This year the Town approved several large development projects that 
could raise the level of water consumption over Sharon’s DEP permitted limits. 
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The WMAC will focus on 1) water sources, 2) infrastructure, and 3) water 
consumption (which includes water conservation). The primary goal is to 
identify the long-term needs of Sharon. Infrastructure improvements are needed 
to accurately determine the water consumption. In addition, we will expand 
water conservation efforts to reduce consumption. 


Infrastructure Improvements 
The Water Department recently completed an upgrade to the SCADA system that 
monitors the amount of water pumped by Sharon’s six municipal wells. 


The WMAC recommended to the Board of Selectmen that the installation of the 
previously selected Automated Meter Reading (AMR) system be accelerated so 
that it can be completed as soon as possible. In addition, the Water Department 
will be selecting and installing an acoustic leak detection system alongside the 
AMR system to help detect leaks in the water distribution pipes. When system 
installation is completed in 2009, the Water Department will be able to more 
accurately determine actual water consumption and system water losses. 


Water Consumption 

Water consumption will continue to be the focus as we evaluate alternatives to 
meet the changing needs that will result when the new development projects 
begin to come online. Despite a moderate drought, water pumping volumes for 
2007 have been consistent with the level that we saw in 2006, which reflected a 
7% decrease in well pumping volumes. The reasons for this decrease are 
uncertain. It could be due to decreased usage and water conservation efforts; it 
could also be due to infrastructure improvements that reduced leaks. It could be a 
combination of reasons. 


Water Conservation 

Currently, there are numerous Town programs to encourage water conservation, 
including rebates for water conserving fixtures and appliances. This coming year 
the WMAC will focus on developing a more comprehensive water conservation 
plan. This will include looking at additional ways to encourage water consumers 
to reduce their water usage. 


With assistance from the Neponset River Watershed Association, the Sharon 
Water Department has secured a DEP grant providing matching funds to promote 
water conservation in Sharon. The grant includes development of a 
comprehensive water conservation plan for the Town, hiring a part-time water 
conservation coordinator, and water education programs. 


New Water Sources 

The WMAC will continue to consider various options for supplementing the 
Town’s water supply, including a connection to the MWRA as well as other 
sources of water that are available to the Town. 


Emergency Backup 


PW) 


The WMAC advocates a backup connection to an outside water source in case of 
emergency. Several alternative options are being considered. 


Water Modeling System 

Sharon was selected as part of a Massachusetts Riverways pilot program to 
develop a computerized water usage modeling system. The Water Department 
will model Sharon’s water resources and infrastructure, using software developed 
by Tufts University and the Stockholm Environmental Institute called WEAP 
(Water Evaluation and Planning), to facilitate water resources planning. 


Water Master Plan 

With all the planned development approved by the Town, the WMAC has 
advocated that Sharon’s Water Master Plan be updated to reflect the anticipated 
changes in water usage. as this will serve as another tool to help assess and plan 
for the future needs of the Town. 


Conclusion 

In 2008 the WMAC will take a longer-term view of the water needs of Sharon. 
The WMAC will continue to work on programs to improve the quality of the 
water, the infrastructure for water delivery, and conserving this valuable resource. 
We welcome your ideas and participation in these programs. 


DEPARTMENT OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
Charles F. Healy, Sealer 


During 2007 every business establishment in the Town that uses weighing or 
measuring devices for buying or selling of goods was tested and inspected. The 
devices being used were inspected for accuracy, adjusted when necessary to bring 
them within acceptable tolerances, and sealed. 


In 2007 fuel oil trucks making deliveries in the Town were checked for pumps 
being sealed and the accuracy of the delivery slips. 


All business establishments with three or more scanner devices were checked for 
accuracy. Business establishments that do $5 million or more in gross sales were 
checked for unit pricing. 


All reports required by the Massachusetts General Laws were completed and filed 
with the State Division of Standards. 


Every request to inspect, seal, or adjust new or used weighing or measuring 
equipment was responded to, and a report on the services rendered was filed. 


All the testing equipment that is used to check the accuracy of weighing and 


measuring devices used by merchants in the Town of Sharon has been calibrated 
and certified by the State Division of Standards as being accurate. 
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There were 1,321 weighing or measuring devices sealed during 2007 that were 
being used by merchants for the sale of goods or commodities. Inspections of 
meters, scales and prepackaged goods were made at 17 establishments within the 
Town. All fees collected were turned over to the Town Treasurer. 


ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 


John Lee, Chairman 
Kevin McCarville, Secretary 
Lee Wernick and Lawrence Okstein, Regular Members 
Walter Newman and Seth Ruskin, Alternate Members 
Kate Delaney, Administrative Secretary to the Board 


The Zoning Board of Appeals met 21 times during 2007. In the course of those 
meetings, 38 applicants came before the Board requesting either a special permit 
or a variance. Of the 42 cases heard, 33 were granted, 3 were denied, and two are 
still under review. The ZBA appreciates the coordinated efforts of the other 
Town boards and committees that provided comments and opinions to the ZBA. 
Special thanks to Stacy Wagner, Administrative Secretary to the Board, who 
moved to Ohio this year. She was replaced by Kate Delaney, who keeps the ZBA 
organized and informed. It is her dedication that helps the Board render its 
decisions in an informed and expeditious fashion. 


During 2007 many hours were devoted to applications pursuant to Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 40B. The ZBA approved the Avalon Sharon project of 156 
apartment units on Norwood Street. The ZBA denied the project located between 
Billings Street and Glendale Road. Pine Woods on Norwood Street was 
withdrawn by the applicant, Intoccia Properties. Still pending is Simpson 
Housing for 204 apartment units on Route One and a four-unit project connected 
with Simpson Housing. 


Six decisions supporting commercial developments were approved by the ZBA. 
These decisions were for properties in the commercial areas of Route One and 
Shaw’s Plaza on South Main Street. 


The Sharon Commons project, a large retail proposal located near Old Post Road 
and South Main Street, has been before the ZBA. A phased site plan approval is 
being done on the project, which has 450,000 square feet of retail and office 
space proposed. 


After minor revisions by the applicants, many of the residential applications were 
approved by the ZBA. The goal of the ZBA is to work in a cooperative manner 
with all applicants in a manner that suits the needs of the Town. 


The Board wishes to express its appreciation to the other town boards and town 
employees for their support and assistance during the year, especially in their 
assistance and input on the 40B applications. 
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TOWN OFFICIALS AND COMMITTEES 2007 


Accountant 
Selectmen Appointed 
3 Year Term 


Administrator 
Data Processing System 
Selectmen Appointed 


Animal Control Officer 
Selectmen Appointed 
1 Year Term 


Appeals Board 
Selectmen Appointed 
3 Year Term - 3 Members 


Assessors 
Annual Election 
3 Year Term 


Administrative Assessor 


(as of 12/31/2007) 


Eileen M. Generazzo - Asst. 2010 


Donald Hillegass 

Diane Malcolmson 2008 
John Lee — Chair 2010 
Kevin McCarville 2008 
Walter Newman — Alt 2010 
Larry Okstein 2008 
Seth Ruskin — Alt 2010 
Lee Wernick 2008 
Ellen Wolfson Abelson 2010 
Richard B. Gorden 2009 
Paula Keefe — Chair 2008 
Mark Mazur 2008 


Board of Assessors Appointed 


1 Year Term 


Avalon Bay/Goodband Property John Davis Paul Gatewood 


Citizens Advisory Committee 


Selectmen Appointed 


Board of Health 
Selectmen Appointed 
3 Year Term 


Burial Agent 
Board of Health Appointed 


David Lederer Charles Logan 
Robin Stewart 


Anne Bingham — Chair 2008 
Susan Osgood Peck 2010 
Stanley Rosen 2008 
Jay Schwab 2009 
Edward Welch 2010 


Marlene B. Chused 


Cable TV Oversight Committee Charles I. Levine— Chair 2008 


Selectmen Appointed 


Canoe River Aquifer Advisory 


Committee 
Selectmen Appointed 


Gregory Meister 2008 
Dave Masciarelli 2008 
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3 Year Term 


Capital Outlay Committee 
Selectmen Appt. Chairman 
Selectmen Appt. 2 
School Comm. Appt. 2 
Planning Bd. Appt. 2 
Finance Comm. Appt. 2 
Town Admin. (Ex Officio) 
Treasurer (Ex Officio) 


Civil Defense 
Selectmen Appointed 


Commission on Disability 
Selectmen Appointed 
3 Year Term 


Community Preservation Committee 
Conservation Com Appt 
Historical Com Appt 
Historical Com Appt 
Planning Board Appt 
Housing Auth Appt 
Moderator Appt 
Selectmen Appt 2 


Conservation Commission 
Selectmen Appointed 
Sey car Term 
Irene Nasuti - Secretary 
Greg Meister - Officer 


Conservation Commission 


Paul Linehan 

Walter B. Roach, William Heitin 
Mitchell Blaustein, Alison Rutley 
Eli Hauser 

Jonathan Hitter, Ken Goldberg 
Benjamin E. Puritz 

William Fowler 


Michael Polimer— Director 2008 
Michael Corman - Deputy Director 
Barry Zlotin - Deputy Director 


Sidney Rosenthal— Chair 2008 


Sheila Advani 2010 
Geila Aronson 2008 
Shirley Brownstein 2008 
Thomas Duffy 2008 
Florence Finkel 2008 
Leslie S. Kriger 2010 
Susan Myerson 2010 
Karen Sprung 2010 
James Waters 2010 
Margaret Arguimbau 2008 

Robert S. Young — resigned 2007 

Susan Rich 2009 
Arnold Cohen 2008 

Arnold M. Kublin 2008 
Corey Snow 2009 
George Bailey 2010 
Janet Sargent Tracy-resigne 2007 
Allen M. Garf 2010 


Margaret Arguimbau — Chair 2008 


Stephen Cremer 2009 
Janet Dunlap 2008 
Stephan Glicken 2008 
Hanford G. Langstroth 2010 
Katherine Roth 2008 
Christine Turnbull 2010 
Michael Birschbach 
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Sub-Committee 
Conservation Commission 
Appointed 


Constables 
Selectmen Appointed 
3 Year Term 


Council On Aging 
Selectmen Appointed 
SPY carder 


Council on Aging 
Director 


Deputy Collector 
Appointed by Collector 


Designer Selection Committee 
for Community Center Project 


Selectmen Appointed 


Charles Goodman 
David Grasfield 
Richard Mandell 
Mary Tobin 
Clifford Towner 
Amanda Sloan 


Joseph S. Bernstein 
Neil J. McGrath 
Robert McGrath 
Leonard E. Segal 
Daniel Sirkin 


Arnold Kublin 
Ellen Bender 
Millie Berman 
Faye Berzon 

Irene Carpenter 
Elliot Feldman 
Hyman Lamb 
Robert B. Maidman 
Sheila Pallay — Chair 
Lillian Savage 
Marilyn J. Stewart 


Norma Fitzgerald 


Peter Ryan 


Jay Bronstein - Alt 
David I. Clifton 
Norma S. Fitzgerald 
David Hearne 

Eric R. Hooper 
Arnold Kublin 
Stephen Lesco 
Sheila Pallay — Alt 
Benjamin E. Puritz 
Richard Rice 
Gregory Waugh 


Development & Industrial Commission Alan D. Lury 


Selectmen Appointed 
5 Year Term 


Economic Development & 


Michael I. Bossin 
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2008 
2008 
2008 
2008 
2008 


2010 
2010 
2010 
2008 
2010 
2008 
2010 
2010 
2010 
2008 
2010 


2008 


2010 


Commercialization Committee 
Selectmen Appointed 


Energy Advisory Committee 
Selectmen Appointed 


Fence Viewer 
Selectmen Appointed 


Finance Committee 
Annual Town Meeting 
3 Year Term 
Marlene Hamilton — Sec 


Finance Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Moderated Appointed 


Nancy Fyler 

Keevin Geller 

Eli M. Hauser — Chair 
Suzanne Howard 
Alan D. Lury 

Tam Ly 

Robert B. Maidman 
Kevin J. McCarville 
Benjamin M. Pinkowitz 
Seth Ruskin 

Jeff Seul 

David W. Spiegal 
Arnold Wallenstein 


George Aronson 
Patricia Bluestein 
Ed Connelly 
Thomas D’Avanzo 
Silas Fyler 

Ernest Kahn 

David McCabe 
Joan Spiegel 
Rosemary Tambouret 
Arnold Wallenstein 
Lynn Wolbarst 


Edward Welch 2008 
Joel Alpert - Vice-Chair 2008 


Maria G. Anderson 2008 
Brian F. Fitzgerald 2010 


Gordon Gladstone 2010 
Charles M. Goodman 2009 
Jonathan C. Hitter 2009 
Josh Kiernan 2010 


Joseph W. Lessard 2008 
Ira H. Miller—Chair 2009 
Laura Lynn Nelson 2009 
Edward R. Philips 2008 
Gregory T. Sydney 2008 


Eugene Ellis II 2008 
Chuck Goodman 2008 
Sam Liao 2008 
Paul Pietal 2008 
Gloria Rose 2008 
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Finance Director/ 

Treasurer Collector 
Selectmen Appointed 
Assistant Treasurer 
Assistant Collector 


Fire Chief 
Selectmen Appointed 


Health Agents 

Board of Health Appointed 
Administrator 
For Engineering 
For Sanitary Inspections/ Enforcement 
Assistant for Sanitary 
Inspections/Enforcement 


Historical Commission & 
Historic District Commission 
Selectmen Appointed 


Horizons for Youth Reuse 
Committee 
Selectmen Appointed 


Housing Affordable Trust 
Selectmen Appointed 


Housing Authority 


264 


William Fowler 2010 


Judith K. Doo 2010 
Elizabeth Siemiatkaska 2010 


Dennis Mann 


Linda Rosen 

James Andrews 

Jack Lapuck, R.S., D.Sc. 
Sheila Miller, RNC 


Brent Gundlah 2010 
Gordon Hughes 2010 
Steve Lesperance—Alt 2008 


David A. Martin — Chair 2008 
Susan Jo Rich — Alt. 2008 
Shirley Schofield 2010 
Reese Schroeder — Alt. 2009 
Robert Young 2008 


Glenn Allen 
Lauren Hyman 
Gary Bluestein 
Barbara Kramer 
Marc Bluestein 
Andrew Nebenzahl 


Michael Bossin 
Walter Newman 
Jay Bronstein 
Diane Pankow 
Jane Desberg 
Jerry Saphire 
Larry Green 
Edward Welch 


2008 
2008 
2009 
2009 


Tim Caplice 
Andrew Goldberg 
David Kurzman 
Melissa Mills 


Jack Connors 2008 


Annual Election 
5 Year Term 


Housing Partnership 
Selectmen Appointed 


Inspectors- 
Selectmen Appointed 
Of Animals 
Of Buildings 
Of Plumbing & Gas 
Of Wiring 


Lake Management Study 
Committee 

5 Year Term 

Selectmen - Appt 2 
Conservation Com - Appt 2 


Planning Board - Appt 2 
Library Director 
Library Trustees 


Annual Election 
3 Year Term 


Local Emergency 
Planning Committee 
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Charlotte R. Dana 2010 
Arnold Kublin 2011 
Peter Clark Melvin 2009 
Robert S. Young 2010 
Edwin Little-Gov. Appt 2008 
Jane Desberg 2010 
Warren Kirshenbaum 2009 
Lou Modestino 2010 
Alan D. Lury 2010 
Susan Jo Rich 2008 
Susan Saunders 2010 
Mary Tobin 2010 
Robert S. Young 2008 


Edwin S. Little 
Joseph X. Kent 
Edward Forsberg 
James B. Delaney 


David Deitz, Michael Baglino 
Clifford Towner — Chair 
Amanda Sloan 


Michael Goldstein, Mark Altabet 


Barbra Nadler 
Marnie B. Bolstad 2009 
Robert A. Levin 2009 


Abigail Marsters — Chair 2008 
Jacqueline L. Modiste 2008 


Alyssa Rosenbaum 2010 
Roberta Saphire 2010 


Dennis Mann - Chair 
Phyllis Bernstein 
Peter Bickoff 

Jane Desberg 

Bill Foley 

John Guiod 

Dave Masciarelli 
John McGrath 


Logan Airport Citizens 
Advisory Committee 
Selectmen Appointed 


Long-Range Planning 
Task Force 


MAPC Representative 
Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council 


Measurers - 1 Year Term 
Selectmen Appointed 
Of Lumber 
Of Wood & Bark 


Moderator 
Annual Election 
3 Year Term 


Norfolk County Advisory 
Board 
Selectmen Appointed 


Parking Officer 
Selectmen Appointed 


Personnel Board 
Moderator Appointed 
3 Year Term 


Planning Board 
Annual Election 
5 Year Term 
Sec/Birute Ziaugra 
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Greg Meister 
Sheila Miller 
Bill Petipas 
Mike Polimer 
Meg Verret 
Ken Wertz 


Glenn R. Flier! 


George Bailey - Chair 
Philip Kopel 
Pat Zlotin 


George Bailey 


Joseph Petrosky 
Robert Morse 


Paul E. Bouton 


Edwin S. Little 


William Fowler 


Valeda Britton 
Michael S. Feldman 
Allen M. Garf 


Leonard Sacon — Chair 
Greg Sydney 


Arnold E. Cohen 

Eli M. Hauser — Chair 
Paul C. Lauenstein 
Susan Price 

Amanda E.H. Sloan 


2008 


2008 
2008 


2008 


2008 


2008 
2009 
2010 


2010 
2009 


2009 
2008 
2010 
2012 
2011 


Police Chief 


Priorities Committee 
2 Selectmen 
2 School Comm Members 
2 Finance Comm Members 


Public Works 
Superintendent 


Recreation Advisory Committee 
Selectmen Appointed 
3 YearTerm 


Recreation Director 
Selectmen Appointed 


Recycling Advisory Comm 
Selectmen Appointed 


Registrars of Voters 
3 Year Term 


Sacred Heart Reuse Committee 


Selectmen Appointed 


School Committee 
Annual Election 
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Joseph S. Bernstein 


William A. Heitin, Richard A. Powell 
Andrew Nebenzahl, Donald Gilligan 


Charles Goodman, Ira Miller 


Eric Hooper 


Frederick Benjamin 2008 
Gail Bouton 2010 
Gary Bluestein 2010 
Michael Ginsberg-Chair 2010 
Michael Goldstein 2010 
Neil Grossman 2010 
Stephen Lesco 2010 
Rick Schantz 2010 


Mitch Blaustein (ExOfficio) 


Benjamin Puritz (Ex-Officio) 


David I. Clifton/Marshall Bradstreet 


Melissa Lothrop — Asst. 


George Aronson 


Marlene B. Chused 
Anne M. Carney 
Jane Desberg 
Ronald Rogers 


2008 
2010 
2008 
2009 


Stephen Carter 
Edward J. Keenan 
John Davis 

Irene McCarthy 
Rita Fontes 

Alan Wachman 
Larry Gaffin 


Glenn E. Allen 2009 
Mitch Blaustein—Chair 2009 


Linda Waitze Callan 2010 
Donald D. Gilligan 2008 
Samson S. Liao 2008 
Alison M. Rutley 2010 


Sealer of Weights 
& Measures - | Yr Term 


Selectmen - 3 Yr Term 
Annual Election 
Meetings/Tuesdays 7:30 


Sharon Cultural Council 
Selectmen Appointed 
2 Year Term 


Sharon High School 
Expansion Committee 


Southeastern Regional Vocational 
Technical School Representative 


Annual Election/4 Year Term 


Standing Building Committee 
Appointed by Standing 
Building Committee 
Selection Committee 


Standing Building Committee 
Selection Committee 
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Charlie Healy 2008 


William A. Heitin-Chair 2010 
Richard Alan Powell 2009 
Walter B. Roach 2008 


Kenneth Brody — Chair 2009 
Todd Cutrona 


Elizabeth Davis 2009 
Kerstin E. Gallant 2009 
Georgette Kafka 2009 
Robert Levin 2009 
Douglas McDougal 2009 
Barbra Nadler 2009 
Gloria Rose 2009 
Mildred Tobolsky 2009 
Susan Walsh 2009 


Paul Bergeron, 

Samson S. Liao 

Phillip S. Chapman, 

Frank Vanzler 

Peter Evans, Edward Welch, 
Paul James 


Mindy Marcia Kempner 2008 


Deborah Benjamin 2008 
Frederick Clay 2008 
William Croteau 2009 


Gordon Gladstone-Chair 2008 


Gina Maniscalco 2009 
Richard Rice 2009 
Richard Slater 2007 
Colleen M. Tuck 2007 
Gregory B. Waugh 2007 
Joel Wolk 2009 


Stephen Lesco — Assoc Memb 
Rob Maidman — Assoc Memb 


Marc Bluestein 
Arnold E. Cohen 
Brian Fitzgerald 


Surveyor of Lumber 
Selectmen Appointed 
Town Administrator 


Town Clerk 
Annual Election 
3 Year Term 


Town Counsel 


Townwide Comprehensive 
Facilities Planning 
Committee 


Transportation Advisory Board 
Selectmen Appointed 
3 Year Term 


Tree Warden 
Selectmen Appointed 


Trustees Sharon Friends 
School Fund 
Selectmen Appointed 


Dorchester & Surplus 
Revenue Fund 


Edmund H. Talbot Fund 


Veterans Agent, Graves 
Officer & Burial Agent 
Selectmen Appointed 


Veterans Advisory Committee 
Selectmen Appointed 


Water Management 
Advisory Committee 


David I. Grasfield 
Samson S. Liao 


Joseph Petrosky 2008 
Benjamin E. Puritz 


Marlene B. Chused 2008 
Beth A. Kourafas—Asst. 2008 


Richard Gelerman 2008 


Michael A. Baskin - Chair 
Ann V. Beach 

Philip Kopel 

Patricia Zlotin 


Arthur Stein — Chair 2010 


George Bailey 2010 
David Straus 2010 
Kevin Weber 


Eleanor M. Herburger 
Corrine Hershman 
Priscilla Levenson 
Joseph Petrosky 
William Fowler 


George E. Donovan 
Lillian Savage 
William Fowler 
Eleanor M. Herburger 
Shirley H. Schofield 


James J. Testa 


Paul Bergeron 2008 


Paul Bergeron - Director 


David Crosby- Chair 2010 
David Ferestien 2010 


Wilber School 


Redevelopment Committee 


Zoning Board of Appeals 
Advisory Committee for 


Sharon Commons 
Selectmen Appointed 
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David Hearne 
Lealdon Langley 
Paul Lauenstein 
Rory McGregor 
Leonard Sekuler 
John A. Sulik 
Robert H. Weeks 


Michael Baskin 
David Deitz 

David Depree - Chair 
Craig Edwards 
James B. Glaser 
David Gordon 
Edward Hershfield 
Marilyn Kahn 

Philip Kopel 

Stephen S. Lesperance 
Robert Levin 

Marcia Liebman 
Melissa Shea Mills 
Reese Schroeder 

Joel Tran 

Gregory Waugh 


Anne Bingham 
Beth Greene 
Edward Hershfield 
Paul Olivera 
Christine Turnbull 


2010 
2008 
2010 
2010 
2008 
2008 
2010 
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INDEX 
Accountant 
Animal Control 
Assessors 
Board of Health 
Borderland State Park 
Building Inspection and Code Enforcement Division 
Canoe River Aquifer Advisory Committee 
Civil Defense 
Commission on Disabilities 
Community Preservation Committee 
Conservation Commission 
Council on Aging 
Cultural Council 
Economic Development Committee 
Elections: Special Town Election January 23, 2007 
Annual Town Election May 15, 2007 
Engineering Division 
Fire Department 
Forestry and Grounds 
Health Agent for Engineering 
Historical Commission 
Horizons for Youth Reuse Committee 
Housing Authority 
Housing Partnership 
Lake Management Committee 
Library and Library Trustees 
Local Emergency Planning Committee 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 
Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
Norfolk County Mosquito Control 
Operations Division 
Planning Board 
Police Department 
Public Health Nursing 
Public Works Department 
Recreation Department 
School Department 
Sealer of Weights and Measures 
Selectmen 
South Norfolk County Association for Retarded Citizens 
Southeastern Regional School District 
Southeastern Regional Services Group 
Standing Building Committee 
Table of Fixed Debt 
Town Clerk 
Town Meetings: Special Town Meeting March 12. 2007 
Annual Town Meeting May 7, 2007 


Special Fall Town Meeting November 5, 2007 


Town Officials 

Treasurer/Collector/Data Processing 
Veteran’s Graves/Veterans Services 
Voter Registration 

Water Division 

Water Management Advisory Committee 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
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